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letters 


TO AND FROM 


Dr. SWIFT. 


LETTER XXXVII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Lord BOLINGBROKE. 

Y nn .. , Dublin, March 21 1729. 

uu tell me you have not quitted the defign of 
collecting, writing, * c . This is the anfwer 
ot every (inner who defers his repentance. I wilh 
Mr 1 ope were as great an urger as I, who long for 
nothing more than to fee truth under your hands, 

laying all detraction in the dull.-1 find mvfelf 

dilpoled every year, or rather every month, to be 
more angry and revengeful; and my rage is fo ig¬ 
noble that it defcends even to refent the folly and 
bafenefs of the inflaved people among whom I live. 
I knew an old Lord in Liecefterfhire, who amufed 
himlelf with mending pitchforks and fpades for his 
tenants, gratis. Yet I have higher ideas left, if I 
were nearer to objects on which I might employ 
V<,L - X - A ,kc m ; 
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them ; and contemning my private fortune, would 
giadiy crofs the channel, and hand by, while my 
betters were driving the boars out of the garden, 
if there be any probabie expectation of iuch an en¬ 
deavour When I was of your age, l often thought 
of death; but now, after a dozen years more, it is 
never out of my mind, and terrifies me left. I 
conclude, that Providence hath ordered our fears 
to decreafe with our fpirits : and vet I love la ba¬ 
gatelle better than ever ; for finding it troublefome 
to read at night, and the company here growing 
taftelefs, I am always writing bad profe, or worfe 
veries, either of rage or raillery, whereof fome 
few efcape to give offence or mirth, and the reft are 
burnt. 

They print fome Irifh trafh in London, and 
charge it on me, which you will clear me of to my 
friends ; for all are fpurious except one paper *, 
for which Mr. Pope very lately chid me. I remem¬ 
ber your Lordfliip ufed to fay, that a few good 
fpeakers would in time carry any point that was 
right; and that the common method of a majority, 
by calling, To the queftion, would never hold long 
when reafon was on the other lide Whether po¬ 
litics do not change, like gaming, by the invention 
of new tricks, I am ignorant ; but I believe in your 
time you would never, as a minifter, have fufterccl 

an aCV to pafs through the H. of C-s, only bo 

caufe you were lure of a majority in the H. of L.’s 
to throw it out : becaufe it would be unpopular, 
and confequ ntly a lofs of reputation. Yet this we 
are told hath been the cafe in the qualification bill 
relating to penfioners. It ihould feem to me, that 
corruption, like avarice, hath no bounds. I had 
opportunities to know the proceedings of your mi- 
niftry better than any other man of my rank; and 
having not much to do, I have often compared it 

# Intitled, “ A libel on Dr. Dchny and a certain great Lord." 

with 
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with rhefe laft fixteen years of a profound peace all 
over Europe, and we running feven millions in 
debt. I am forced to play at fmall game, to fet the 
beafts here a-madding, merely for want of better 
game : Tcntanda via ejl, qua me quoque pqffim , 6 c . 

-The d— take thofe politics, where a dunce 

might govern for a dozen years together. I will 
come in perfon to England, if I am provoked, and 
fend for the di&ator from the plough. 1 difdain 

to fay, 0 mihi prater it os -but cruda deo viridif- 

que jeneflus. Pray, my Lord, how are the gar¬ 
dens ? have you taken down the mount, and re¬ 
moved the yew-hedges ? Have you not bad weather 
for the fpring corn ? Has Mr. Pope gone farther 
in his ethic poems ? and is the head-land fown with 
wheat ? and what fays Pol bius? and how does my 
Lord St John * ? Which laft queftion is very ma¬ 
terial to me, becaufe I love burgundy, and riding 

between Twickenham and Hawley.-- I built a 

wall live years ago ; and when the mafoi s played 
the knaves, nothing delighted me fo much as to 
hand by, while my fervants threw down what was 
an.ifs. I have likewife leen a monkey overthrow 
all the dilhes and plates in a kitchen, merely for the 
pleafure of feeing them tumble, and hearing the 
clutter they made in their fall. I wifli )Ou would 
invite me to fuch another entertainment: but vou 
think, as I ought to think, that it is time for me 
to have done with the world, and fo I would, if f 
could get unto a better before I was called into the 
beft, and not die here in a rage, like a p ifened rat 
in a hole. I wonder you are not alhamed to let me 
pine away in this kingdom, while you are out of 
power. 

I come from looking over the melange above 
written, and declare it to be a true copy of my pre- 
fent difpofition ; which muft needs pleafe you, fincc 

* Lord St.John of Battcrfca, father to Lord Bolingbroke. 

A 2 nothing 
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nothing was ever more difpleafing to myfelf. I de¬ 
fire you to prefent my moil humble refpeits to my 
Lady. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Lord BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin , April 5. 1729. 

T Do not think it could be pofiible for me to hear 
better news than that of your getting over your 
feurvy fuit, which always liung a3 a dead weight 
on my heart. I hated it in all its circumflances, as 
it affedled your fortune and quiet, and in a fitua- 
tion of life that mud make it every way vexatious. 
And as I am infinitely obliged to you for the juf- 
tice you do me, in fuppofing your affairs do at leaft 
concern me as much as my own ; fo I would never 
have pardoned your omitting it. But, before I go 
on, I cannot forbear mentioning what I read laft 
furnmer in a news-paper, that you were writing the 
hiftory of your own times. I fuppofe fuch a re¬ 
port might arife from what was not fecret among 
your friends, of your intention to write another 
kind of hiftory ; which you often promifed Mr. 
Pope and me to do. I know he defires it very 
much ; and I am fure I defire nothing more, for 
the honour and love I bear you, and the perfect 
knowledge I have of your public virtue. My Lord, 
I have no other notion of oeconomy, than that it 
is the parent of liberty and eafe ; and I am not the 
only friend you have who hath chid you in his heart 
for the negleft of it, though not with his mouth, 
as I have done. For there is a filly error in the 
world, even among friends otherwife very good, 
not to intermeddle with mens affairs in fuch nice 

matters. 
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matters. And, my Lord, I have made a maxim, 
that ihould be writ in letters of diamonds, That a 
wife man ought to have money in his head, but not 
in his heart. Pray, my Lord, inquire, whether 
your prototype, my Lord Digby, after the reftora- 
tion, when he was at Briftol, did not take fome 
care of his fortune, notwithstanding that quotation 
I once fent you out of his Speech to the H. of 
Commons ? In my confcience, 1 believe Fortune, 
like other drabs, values a man gradually lefs for 
every year he lives. I have demonstration for it: 
becaufe if t play at piquet for Sixpence with a man 
or a woman two years younger than my Self, I always 
lofe ; and there is a young girl of twenty, who ne¬ 
ver fails of winning my money at back-gammon, 
though flie is a bungler, and the game be eccleii- 
aftic. As to the public, I confefs nothing could 
cure my itch of meddling with it, but thefe frequent 
returns of deafneSs, which have hindered me from 
palling laft winter in London : yet I cannot but 
conlider the perhdioufnefs of fome people, who I 
thought, when I was laft there, upon a change that 
happened, were the moll impudent in forgetting 
their profdlions that I have ever known. Pray, 
will you pleafe to take your pen, aqd blot me out 
that political maxim from whatever book it is in, 
That res nolunt diu male adminiftrari; the common- 
nefs makes me not know who is the author, but 
Sure he mull be fome modern. 

I am Sorry for Lady Bolingbroke’s ill health ; 
but I proteft I never knew a very deferving perfon of 
that Sex, who had not too much reafan to complain 
of ill health. I never wake without finding life a 
more inlignificant thing than it was the day before ; 
which is one great advantage I gee by living in this 
country, where there is nothing I (hall be Sorry to 
lofe. But my greateit mifery is recollecting the 
Scene of twenty years paft, and then all on a Sud¬ 
den dropping into the prefent. I remember, when 

I was 
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I was a little boy, I felt a great filli at the end of 
my line, which 1 drew up almoft on the ground, 
but It dropt in ; and the difappointment vexes me 
to this very day ; and I believe it was the type of 
all my future difappeintments. I ihnuld be aiham- 
ed to fay this to you, if you had not a fpirit litter 
to bear your own misfortune, than 1 have to think 
of them* Is there patience left to retleft, by what 
qualities wealth and greatnefs are got, and by what 
qualities they are loft ? I have read my friend Con¬ 
greve’s verfes to Lord Cobham, which end with a 
vile and falfe moral, and I remember is not in Ho¬ 
race to Tibullus, which he imitates, “ That all 
“ times are equally virtu- us and vicious;” where¬ 
in he differs from all poets, philofophtrs, and Chri- 
ftians, that ever writ. t is more piobahle, that 
there may be an equal quantity of virtues always 
in the world ; but lometimes there may be a peck 
of it in Alia, and hard y a thimble full in Europe. 
But if there be no virtue, there is abundance of fin- 
cerity; for which I will venture all I am worth, that 
there is not one human creature in power, who will 
not be modeft enough to confefs, that he proceeds 
wholly upon the principles of corruption. I fay this, 
becaufe 1 have a fcheme, in fpite of your notions, to 
govern England upon the principles of virtue ; 
and when the nation is ripe for it, I defire you will 
fend for me. I have learned this by living like a 
hermit, by which I am got backwards about nine¬ 
teen hundred years in the xr- of the world, and 
begin to wonder at the wickednefs of men. I dine 
alone upon half a difh of meat, mix water with my 
wine, walk ten miles a-day, and read Baronius. 
Hie explicit epiftold ad Dom. Bolingbroke , et incipit ad 
amicum Pope . 

Having finifhed my letter to Ariftippus, I now 
begin to you I was in great pain about Mrs Pope, 
having heard from others that flie was in a very 

dangerous 
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dangerous way, which made me think it unfeafon- 
able to trouble you. I am afhamed to tell you, 
that when I was very young, I had more delire to 
be famous than ever fince ; and fame, like all things 
clfe in this life, grows with me every day more a 
trifle. But you who are fo much younger, altho* 
you want that health you deferve, yet your fpirits 
are as vigorous as if your body were founder. I 
hate a croud, where 1 have not an eafy place to fee 
and be feen. A great library always makes me 
melancholy, where the belt author is as much 
fqueezed, and as obfeure, as a porter at a corona¬ 
tion. In my own little library, I value the compile - 
ments of Grtevius and Gronovius, which make 
thirty-one volumes in folio, (and were given me by 
my Lord Bolingbroke), more than all my books 
beiides ; becaufe whoever comes into my clolet cafts 
his eyes immediately upon them, and will not vouch- 
fafe to look upon Plato or Xenophon I tell you, 
it is almofl: incredible how opinions change, by the 
decline or decay of fpirits ; and I will further tell 
you, that all my endeavours from a boy to diftin- 
guifli myfelf, were only for want of a great title 
and fortune, that I might be uled like a lord by 
thofe who have an opinion of ray parts ; whether 
right or wrong is no great matter ; and fo the re¬ 
putation of wit or great learning does the office of 
a blue riband, or of a coach and fix horfes. To be 
remembered for ever on the account of our friend- 
fhip, is what would exceedingly pleafe me; but 
yet I never loved to make a vifit, or be feen walk • 
ing with my betters, becaufe they get all the eyes 
and civilities from me. I no fooner writ this, than 
I corrected myfelf, and remembered Sir Fulk Gre- 
vil’s epitaph, “ Here lies, drr. who was friend to 
“ Sir Philip Sidney.” And therefore I moft hear¬ 
tily thank you, for your defire that I would record 
our friendihip in verfe ; which if I can fucceed in, 
I will never defire to write one more line in poetry 

while 
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while I live. You mud prefent my humble lervicc 
to Mrs. Pope, and let her know 1 pray for her con¬ 
tinuance in the world, for her own real’on, that Ihc 
may live to take care of you. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


From Dr. SWIFT. 


Aug. 13. 1729. 

T AM very fenfible, that in a former letter J talk 
ed very weakly of my own affairs, and of mv 
impel fed wifhes and defires 5 which however I 
find with fome comfort do now daily decline, very 
fuitable to my Hate of health for fome months 
P;, , or nl y head is never perfectly free from 
gtddinefs, and efpecially towards night. Yet my 
dilorder is very moderate, and I have been without 
a lit of deafnefs this half-year ; fo I am like a 
horic, which, though off his mettle, can trot on 
tolerably ; and this companion puts me in mind to 
add, that I am returned to be a rider, wherein 
I wdh you would imitate me. As to this countrv, 
there have been three terrible years dearth of corn, 
and every place ftrowed wjth beggars ; but dearths 
are common in better climates, and our evils here' 
he much deeper. Imagine a nation, the two thirds 
of whole revenues are fpent out of it, and who 
are not permitted to trade with the other third, and 
where the pride of women will not fufler them to 
wear their own manufactures, even where they ex- 
cel what come from abroad. T his is the true Ytate 
ot Ireland m a very few words. Thefe evils ope¬ 
rate more every day, and the kingdom is abfolute- 

1 ly 
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ly undone, as I have been telling often in print 
thefe ten years paft. 

What I have faid requires forgivennefs ; but I 
had a mind for once to let you know the hate of 
our affairs, and my reaion for being more moved 
than perhaps becomes a clergyman, and a piece of 
a philofpoper ; and perhaps the increafe of years 
and diforder may hope for fome allowance to com¬ 
plaints, efpecially when I may call myfelf a ftranger 
in a ftrange land. As to poor Mrs. Pope, (if lhe 
be Hill alive), I heartily pity you and pity her. Her 
great piety and virtue will infallibly make her hap¬ 
py m a better life, and her great age hath made 
her fully ripe for heaven and the grave, and her 
belt friends will moft wifh her cal'ed of her labours, 
when lhe hath fo many good works to follow 
them. The lofs you will feel by the want of her 
care and kindnefs, I know very well; but lhe has 
amply done her part, as you have yours. One 
xxafon why I would have you in Ireland, when you 
lhallbe at your own difpofal, is that you may be ma¬ 
tter of two or three years revenues, proviftr /rug is in 
annos copia, fo as not to be pinched in theleaft when 
years increafe, and perhaps your health impairs ; 
and when this kingdom is utterly at an end, you 
may fupport me for the few years I lhall happen 
to live j and who knows but you may pay me ex¬ 
orbitant intereft for the fpoonful of wine, and 
fcraps of a chicken it will coft me to feed you ? I 
am confident you have too much reafon to com¬ 
plain of ingratitude; for I never yet knew any 
perfon one tenth part fo heartily difpofed as you 
are to do good offices to others, without the 
lea it private view. 

Was it a gafconade to pleafeme, that you faid your 
fortune was incrcafed ioo 1. a-yearfince I ieft you ? 
You fhould have told mellow.Thole Jubfidia fence- 
iutis are extremely delirable, if they could begot 
with juftice, and without avarice; of which vice 
Vol.X. B though 
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though I cannot charge myfelf yet, nor feel any 
approaches towards it, yet no ufurer more wifhes 
to be richer, (or rather to be furer of his rents). 
Rut I am not half fo moderate as you ; for I de¬ 
clare I cannot live eafily under double to what 
you are fatisfied with. 

I hope Mr. Gay will keep his 3000 1. and live 
on the intereft, without decreafing the princi¬ 
pal one penny; but I do not like your Seldom 
feeing him. I hope he is grown more difengaged 
from his irttentnefs on his own affairs, which I e- 
ever difliked, and is quite the reverfe to you, unlefs 
you are a very dexterous difguifer. I defire my 
humble fervice to Lord Oxford, Lord Bathurft, 
and particularly to Mrs. B—, but to no lady at 
court. God blels you for being a greater dupe than 
I. I love that character too myfelf, but I want 
your charity. Adieu. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

LETTER XL. 


051 . 9. 1729. 

TT pleafes me that you received my books at laft : 

but you have never once told me if you approve 
the whole, or difapprove not of fome parts of the 
commentary, <bc. It was my principal aim in the 
entire work, to perpetuate the friendship between 
us, and to fhew, that the friends or the enemies 
of one were the friends or enemies of the other. 
If, in any particular, any thing be Rated or men¬ 
tioned in a different manner from what you like, 
pray tell me freely, that the new editions now com¬ 
ing out here, may have it re&ified. You’ll find 
the o&avo rather more correct than the quarto, 

with 
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•with fome additions to the notes and epigrams call 
in, which I wifh had been increafed by your ac¬ 
quaintance in Ireland. I rejoice in hearing that 
Drapiers-hill is to emulate Parnaffus. I fear the 
country about it is as much impoverished. I truly 
fharc in all that troubles you and with you removed 
from a feene of diffrefs, which I know works 
your compaffionate temper too Strongly. But if 
we are not to fee you here, I believe I Shall once in 
my life fee you there. You think more for me, 
and about me, than any friend I have, and you 
think better for me. Perhaps you'll not be con¬ 
tented, though I am, that the additional iool. a- 
year is only for my life. My mother is yet living, 
and I thank God for it: fhe will never be trouble- 
fome to me, if (he be not fo to herfelf. But a 
melancholy obje£l it is, to obferve the gradual de¬ 
cays both of body and mind, in a perfon to whom 
one is tied by the links of both. I can’t tell whe¬ 
ther her death itfelf would be fo afflicting. 

You are too careful of my worldly affairs. I 
am rich enough, and I can afford to give away 
ioo 1 . a-year. Don’t be angry: I will not live to 
be very old : I have revelations to the contrary. I 
would not crawl upon the earth without doing a 
little good when I have a mind to do it. I will en¬ 
joy the pleafure of what I give, by giving it alive, 
and, and feeing another enjoy it. When I die, 
I lhould be aShamed to leave enough to build me a 
monument, if there were wanting a friend above 
ground. 

Mr. Gay affures me his 3000 1 . is kept entire 
and facred. He feems to languilh after a line from 
you, and complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke 
has told me ten times over he was going to write to 
you. Has he, or not ? The Doctor is unalterable, 
both in friendfhip and quadrille. His wife has 
been very near death laft week : his two brothers 
buried their wives within thelc fix weeks. Gay is 
B 2 fixty 
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fixty miles ofF, and has been fo all this fummer, 
with the Duke and Duchefs of Queenfberry. He 
is the lame man ; fo is every one here that you 
know. Mankind is unamendable. Optimus ilte 

qui minimis urgetur. -Poor Mrs. ** is like the 

3 -eft; fhe cries at the thorn in her foot, but will 
fufFer no body to pull it out. The court-lady I 
have a good opinion of: yet I have treated her 
more negligently than you would do, becaufe you 
like to fee the inftde of a court, which I do not. I 
have feen her but twice. You have a defperate 
hand at dafhing out a character by great ftrokes, 
and at the fame time a delicate one at fine 
touches God forbid you fhould draw mine, if I 
were confcious of any guilt : but if I were confci- 
ous only of folly, God fend it! for as no body can 
detect a great fault fo well as you, no body would 
fo well hide a lmall one. But, after all, that lady 
means to do good, and does no harm, which is a 
vaft deal for a courtier. I can aflure you, that 
Lord Peterborow always fpeaks kindly of you, and 
certainly has as great a mind to be your friend as 
any one. I muft throw away my pen ; it cannot, 
it will never tell you, what I inwardly am to you. 
Qwd ncquco mcnjlrare 9 ct fentio tantum. 



LETTER XLI. 

Lord EOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Brvjfels Sept . 27. 1729. 

Have brought your French acquaintance * thlis 
far on her way into her own country, and cou- 


* Lady Bolingbroke. 
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fiderably better in health than fhe was when {he 
I went to Aix. I begin to entertain hopes, that Hie 
will recover Rich a degree of health as may render 
old age fupportable. Both of us have clofed the tenth 
luftre, and it is high time to determine how we 
lhail play the laft aft of the farce. Might not my 
life be intitled much more properly a Jrhat-cTye- 
call-ity than a farce ? home comedy, a great deal 
of tragedy, and the whole interfperfed with feenes 
of Harlequin, Scaramouch, and Dr. Baloardo, the 

prototype of your hero.-1 uied to think fome- 

times formerly of old age and of death; enough to 
prepare my mind, not enough to anticipate forrow, 
to clafii the joys of youth, and to be ail my life a- 
dying I find the benefit of this practice now, and 
iind it more as J proceed on tny journey ; little re¬ 
gret when I look backwards, little apprehenfion 
when I look forward. You complain grievoully 
of your fituation in Ireland : I would complain of 
mine too in England ; but I will not; nay, I ought 
not; for I iind by long experience, that I can be 
unfortunate without being unhappy. I do not ap¬ 
prove your joining together the figure cf living , 
and the flcafurc of giving, though your old prat¬ 
ing friend Montague does fomething like it in 
one of his rhapfodies. To tell you my reafons 
would be to write an efiay, and I fhall hardly have 
time to write a letter: but if you will come over, 
and live with Pope and me, I’ll fhew you in an in¬ 
fant why thefe two things ihould not oiler dc pair ; 
and that forced retrenchments on both may be 
made, without making us even uneafy. You know 
that I am too expeniive, and all mankind knows 
that I have been cruelly plundered ; and yet I feel 
in my mind the power of defeending without an¬ 
xiety two or three ftages more. In fhort, Mr. Dean, 
if you will come to a certain farm in Middlefex, 
you fhall find that I can live frugally without 

grpwling 
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growling at the world, or being peevifh with thofe 
whom Fortune has appointed to eat my bread, in- 
ftead of appointing me to eat theirs : and yet I 
have naturally as little difpofition to frugality as 
any man alive. You fay you are no philofopher, 
and I think you are in the right to diflike a word 
which is fo often abufed. But 1 am fure you like 
to follow reafon, not cuftom, (which is ibmetimes 
the realon, and oftner the caprice of others, of the 
mob of the world). Now, to be lure of doing 
this you muft wear your philofophical fpectacles 
as conftantly as the Spaniards ufed to wear theirs. 
You mull make them part of your drefs; and 
fooncr part with your broad-brimmed beaver, 
your gown, your fcarf, or even that emblematical 
veftment your furplite. Through this medium 
you will fee few things to be vexed at, few perfons 
to be angry at: and yet there will frequently be 
things which we ought to wifh altered, and perfons 
whom we ought to wifh hanged. 

In your letter to Pope, you agree, that a regard 
for fame becomes a man more towards his exit 
than at his entrance into life ; and yet you con- 
fefs, that the longer you live, the more you grow 
indifferent about it. Your fentiment is true and 
natural: your reafoning, I am afraid, is not fo 
upon this occalion. Prudence will make us defire 
fame, becaufe it gives us many real and great ad¬ 
vantages in all the affairs of life. Fame is the wife 
man’s means ; his ends are his own good, and the 
good of fociety. You poets and orators have in¬ 
verted this order ; you propofe fame as the end ; 
and good, or at lealf great actions, as the means. 
You go further; you teach your felf-love to anti¬ 
cipate the applaufe which we fuppofe will be- paid 
by pofterity to our names; and with idle notions of 
immortality you turn other heads befidesyour own. 
I am afraid this may have done fome harm in the 
>vorld. 


Fame 
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Fame is an object which men purfue fuccefsfully 
by various and even contrary courfes. Your doc¬ 
trine leads them to look on this end as efiential, 
and on the means as indifferent; fo that Fabricius 
and Craffus, Cato and Caefar, prefled forward to 
the fame goal. After all, perhaps it may appear, 
from a conflderation of the depravity of mankind, 
that you could do no better, nor keep up virtue in 
the world, without calling this paflion, or this di¬ 
rection of felf-love into your aid. Tacitus has 
crouded this excufe for you, according to his man¬ 
ner, into a maxim, Contemptu fama contemni vir- 
tutes . But now, whether we confider fame as an 
lifeful inltrument in ail the occurrences of private 
and public life, or whether we confider it as the 
caule of that pleafure wlych our felf-love is fo 
fond of; methinks our entrance into life, or (to 
fpeakmore properly) our youth, not our old age, 
is the feafon when we ought to defire it moft, and 
therefore when it is moft becoming to defire it 
with ardour. If it is ufeful, it is to be defired moft 
when we have, or may hope to have, a long fcenc 
of aftion open before us. Towards our exit, this 
feene of aCtion is, or fliould be clofed ; and then* 
methinks, it is unbecoming to grow fonder of a 
thing which we have no longer occafion for. If 
it is pleafant, the fooner we are in poflefiion of 
fame, the longer we fhall enjoy this pleafure. 
When it is acquired early in life, it may tickle us 
on till old age; but when it is acquired late, the 
fenfation of pleafure will be more faint, and 
mingled with the regret of our not having tafted it 
fooner. 


Frvn 
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From my Farm , Oct. 5. 

I am here. I have feen Pope, and one of my 
firit inquiries was after you. Pie tells me a thing 
I am forty to hear; you are building it feems, oil 
a piece of land you have acquired for that pur- 
pofe, in fome county of Ireland *. Though I 
have built in a part of the world which I prefer 
very little to that where you have been thrown 
and confined by our ill fortune and yours ; yet I 
am forry you do the fame thing. I have repented 
a thoufand times of my refolution, and I hope 
you will repent of yours before it is executed. A- 
dieu, my old and worthy friend. May the pliyli- 
cal evils of life fall as eafily upon you, as ever 
they did on any man who lived to be old; and 
may the moral evils which furround us, make as 
little impreflion on you, as they ought to make 
on one who has fuch fuperior fenfe to eftimate 
things by, and fo much virtue to wrap himfelf 
up in. 

My wife defires not to be forgotten by you. 
She’s faithfully your fervarit, and zealoufly your 
admirer. She will be concerned and diiappointed 
not to find you in this ifland at her return, which 
hope both flie and I had been made to entertain 
before I went abroad. 


* In thecour.ry of Armagh, called Drapicr’s Hill. 


LET- 
















Let. 42. 


FROM Dr. SWIFT. 


*7 


LETTER XLII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Lord BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin , Ofl. 31. 1729. 

T Received your Lordfliip’s travelling Utter of fe 
JL veral dates, at feveral Rages, and from different 
nations, languages, and religions. Neither could 
any thing be more obliging, than your kind re¬ 
membrance of me in fo many places. As to your 
ten luftres, I remember when I complained, in a let¬ 
ter to Prior, that I was fifty vears old, he was half 
angry in jeft, and anfwered me out of Terence, 
Ijla commemoratio ejl quafi exprobratio. How then 
ought I to rattle you, when I have a dozen years 
more to anfwter for, all monafticallv paffed in this 
country of liberty, and delight, arid money, and 
good company ! I go on anfwering your letter. It 
is you were my hero, but the other f never was : 
yet, if he were, it was your own faidt, who taught 
me to love him, and often vindicated him, in the 
beginning of your miniftry, from my accufations, 
But I granted he had the greateft inequalities of 
any man alive, and his whole Icene was fifty times 
more a What-d'ye-call-it than yours : for I declare 
yours was unie ; and I wifh you would fo order it, 
that the world may be as wife as I upon that arti¬ 
cle. Mr. Pope wifhes it too ; and 1 believe there 
is not a more honeft man in England, even without 

wit. But you regard us not.-1 was forty-feven 

years old * when I began to think of death; and 
the reflexions upon it now begin when I wake in 


•f" Lord Oxford, 

* The year of Queen Anne’s death^ 

Vot.x. c 
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the morning, and end when I am going to fleep.— 
1 writ to Mr. Pope, and not to you. My birth, 
although from a family not undiftinguifiied in its 
time, is many degrees inferior to yours; all my 
pretentions from perfon and parts infinitely fo; la 
younger foil of younger tons ; you born to a great 
fortune : yet I fee you, with all your advantages, 
funk to a degree that you could never have beer* 
without them : but yet I fee you as much efteemed, 
as much beloved, as much dreaded, and perhaps 
more, (though it be almoft impoflible), than ever 
you were in your highefl exaltation;—only I grieve 
like an alderman, that you are not fo rich. And 
yet, my Lord, I pretend to value money as lit¬ 
tle as you ; and I will call five hundred witnefles 
(if you will take Irilh witneiTes) to prove it. I re¬ 
nounce your whole philosophy, becaufe it is not 
your practice. By the figure of living , (if I uled 
that exprefilon to Mr. Pope), I do not mean the 
parade, but a fuitablenefs to your mind ; and as 
for the pteafure of giving , I know your foul fufFers 
when you are debarred of it. Could you, when 
your own generolity and contempt of outward 
things, (be not offended, it is no ecclefiaftical, but 
an Epittetian phrafe), could you, when thefe have 
brought you to it, come over, and live with Mr. 
Pope and me at the deanery ? I could ahnoft wifti 
the experiment were tried :-no, God forbid, that 
ever fuch a fcoundrel as want lliould dare to ap¬ 
proach you. But, in the mean time, do not brag; 
retrenchments are not your talent. But, as old 
Weymouth faid to me in his lordly Latin, PhUefopbia 
verba ignava opera ; 1 wifh you could learn arith¬ 
metic, that three and two make five, and will ne¬ 
ver make more. My philofophical fpeclaclea, which 
you advifed me to, will tell me, that I can live on 
50 1. a year, (wine excluded, which my bad health 
forces me to) ; but I cannot endure that otium 

fhould be fine dignit ate. -My Lord y what I would 

have 
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Jiave faid of fame, is meant of fame which a man 
enjoys in his life; becaufe I cannot be a great Lord, 
I would acquire what is a kind of fubfidium ; I would 
endeavour that my betters fhould feek me by the 
merit of fomething diftinguifhable, inftead of my 
iceking them. The defire of enjoying it in after 
times, is owing to the fpirit and folly of youth : 
but with age we learn to know the houfe is Vo full, 
that there is no room for above one or two at molt 
in an age, through the whole world. Mv Lord, I 
hate and love to write to you; it gives me’pleafure, 

and kills me with melancholy. The d- take 

ifupidity, that it will not come to fupplv the want 
of philofophy. 



LETTER XLIIL 


From Dr. SWIFT. 

OR. jr. 1729. 

Y OU were fo careful in fending me the Dun- 
ciad, that I have received five of them, and 
have pleafed four friends. I am one of every body 
who approve every part of it, text and comment; 
but am one abftracled from every body, in the hap- 
pinefs of being recorded your friend, while wit, 
and humour, and politenefs, fhall have any memo¬ 
rial among us. As for your o£lavo edition, we 
know nothing of it; for we have an o&avo of our 
own, which hath fold wonderfully, confidering 
our poverty, and dullnefs, the confequence of it. 

I writ this poft to Lord B. and told him in my 
letter, that, with a great deal of lofs for a frolic, 
1 will fly as foon as build; I have neither years, nor 
fpirits, nor money, nor patience, for fuch amufe- 
roents. The frolic is gone off, and I am only ico 1. 

C 2 the 
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the poorer. But this kingdom is grown fo excel- 
lively poor, that we wife men mull think of no¬ 
thing but getting a little ready money. It is thought 
there are not two hundred thoufand pounds of 
fpecie in the whole Ifland ; for we return thrice 
as much to our abfentees as we get by trade, and lo 
are all inevitably undone; which I have been tel¬ 
ling them in print thefe ten years, to as little pur- 
pole as if it came from the pulpit. And this is e- 
nough for Irilh politics, which I only mention, be- 
caufe it fo nearly touches myfelf. I mull repeat 
what, I believe, 1 have laid before, that I pity you 
much more than Mrs. Pope. Such a parent and 
friend hourly declining before your eyes, is an ob¬ 
ject very unfit for your health, and duty, and ten¬ 
der difpolition ; and I pray God it may not afteft 
you too much, i am as much finished that your 
additional tool, per annum is for your life as if it 
were for ever. You have enough to leave your 
friends, I would not have them glad to be rid of 
you ; and I Ihall take care that none but my ene¬ 
mies will be glad to get rid of me. You have im- 

broiled me with Lord B- about the figure of 

living, and the pleafure of giving. I am under the 
necefiity of fome little paltry figure in the ftation I 
am : but I make it as little as pofiible. As to the 
ether part, you are bafe, becaufe I thought myfelf 
as great a giver as ever was of my ability ; and yet 
in proportion you exceed, and have kept it till now 
a fecret even from me, when I wondered how you 
were able to live with your whole little revenue. 
Adieu. 

L-C-, who doth his duty of a good go¬ 

vernor in unflaving this kingdom as much as he can, 
talks to me of you in the manner he ought. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XL 1 V. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Nov. 19. 1729. 

T Find that you have laid afide your project of 
building in Ireland, and that we fliall fee you in 
this Ifland cum zephyr is , ct hir undine prima , I know 
not whether the love of fame increafcs as we ad¬ 
vance in age; fure I am that the force of friend- 
fhip does. I loved you almoft twenty years ago; I 
thought of you as well as I do now; better was be¬ 
yond the power of conception, or, to avoid an e- 
quivoque, beyond the extent of my ideas. Whe¬ 
ther you are more obliged to me for loving you as 
ivell when I knew you lefs, or for loving you as 
well after loving you fo many years, I lhall not de¬ 
termine. What I would fay is this: Whilft my 
mind grows daily more independent of the world, 
and feels lefs need of leaning on external objedts, 
the ideas of friendfliip return oftener, they buly 
me, they warm me more: is it that we grow more 
tender as the moment of our great feparation ap¬ 
proaches ? or is it that they who are to live toge¬ 
ther in another Rate, (for vera amicitia von nijt 
inter bon 4 s)> begin to feel more Rrongly that divine 
fympathy which is to be the great band of their fu 
turc fociety ? There is no one thought which 
foothes my mind like this. I encourage my imagi¬ 
nation to purfue it, and am heartily arflicled when 
another faculty of the intellect * comes boifteroufly 

in, 

* Vtx. Reafon. Tully (or, what is much the fame, hi« difcjple) 
observes fomething like this on the like occafion ; where, fpeaking 
•f Plato’s famous book #f the foul, he ftys, ** N;fcio quomedo. 
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in, and wakes me from fo pleafing a dream, if it 
be a dream. I will dwell no more on oeconomies 
than 1 have done in my former letter. Thus much 
only I will fay, that otium cum dignitate is to be had 
with 500 1. a-year as well as with qooo : the diffe¬ 
rence will be found in the value of the man, and 
not in that of the eftate. I do allure you, that I 
have never quitted the defign of collecting, reviling, 
improving, and extending, feveral materials which 
are fti l in my power ; and I hope that the time of 
letting my lei t about this laft work of my life is not 
far off. Many papers of much curiofity and im¬ 
portance are loft, and fome of them in a manner 
which would furprrfe and anger you. However, I 
fliall be able to convey feveral great truths to polte- 
rity, fo clearly and fo authentically, that the Bur- 
nets and Oldmixons of another age may rail, but 
not be able to deceive. Adieu, my friend. I have 
taken up more cf this paper than belongs to me, 
lince Pope is to write to you. No matter: for, 
upon recolleftion, the rules of proportion are not 
broken ; he will fay as much to you in one page, 
as I have faid in three. Bid him talk to you of 
the work he is about, I hope in good earneft; it is 
a fine one ; and will be, in his hands, an original *. 
His foie complaint is, that he finds it too eafy in 
the execution. This flatters his lazinefs ; it flatters 
my judgement, who always thought, that (univerfal 
as his talents are) this is eminently and peculiarly 
his, above all the writers I know living or dead ; I 
do not except Horace. Adieu. 

“ <* UT " lego, zd entior; cum pofui librum, et m-cutn infe de mim«r- 
u taiitate animorum capi coglure, adftnfio ilia omnis eiabitur.” 
Cicero feems to have had but* a coniufed no ion of the couftr, whuh 
the letter-writer has here explained, namely, rhat the imagination 
is always ready to indulge fo flattering an idea, hut ieverer reaVon cor- 
redlsard difcluim* it. As to Religion, that is out of ihe queltion : 
for Tully wrote to h'.s few philof.phic friends, H b. 

* Effay on ma ». 
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L L T T E R XLV. 

* 

Nov . 28. 1729. 

nrHIS letter (like all mine) will be a rhapfody ; 

it is many years ago fince I wrote as a witf. 
How many occurrences or informations mult one 
omit, it one determined to lay nothing that one 
eould not fay prettily ? I lately received from the 
widow of one dead correfpondent, and the father 
of another, feveral of my own letters of about fif¬ 
teen and twenty years old ; and it was not unen¬ 
tertaining to mylelf to obferve, how and by what 
degrees 1 ceafed to be a witty writer ; as either my 
experience grew on the one hand, or my affection 
to my corrcfpondents on the other. Now, as I 
love you better than moll I have ever met with in 
the world, and efteem you too the more, the long¬ 
er I have compared you with the reft of the world; 
fo inevitably I write to you more negligently, that 
is, more openly, and what all but fuch as love one 
another will call writing worfe. I frnile to think 
how Curl would be bit, were our epiftles to fall 
into his hands, and how glorioufly thev would fall 
ihort of every ingenious reader’s expectations ? 

\ ou can’t imagine what a vanity it is to me, to 
have fomething to rebuke you for in the way of 
ceconomy. I love the man that builds a houfc 
fubito ingenio, and makes a wall for a horfe ; then 
cries, “ We wife men muft think of nothing but 
“ getting ready money.” I am glad you approve 
my annuity; all we have in this world is no more 
than an annuity, as to our own enjoyment : but F 
will increafe your regard for my wifdom, and tell 

"t He v*lue himfelf on ibis particular. H'c 

you. 
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you, that this annuity includes alfo the life of ano¬ 
ther *, whofe concern ought to be as near me as 
my own, and with whom my whole profpefts ought 
to finifh. I throw my javelin of hope no farther. 
Cur brevi fortes joculamur cevo -&c. 

The fecond (as it is called, but indeed the eighth) 
edition of the Dunciad, with fome additional notes 
and epigrams, fhall be fent you, if I know any op¬ 
portunity ; if they reprint it with you, let them by 

all means follow that oftavo edition.-The Dra- 

pier’s letters are again printed here, very laudably 
as to paper, print, ; for you know I difapprove 
Irifh politics, (as my commentator tells you), being 
a ftrong and jealous fubjefl of England. The lady 
you mention, you ought not to complain of for not 
acknowledging your prefent ; lhe having lately re¬ 
ceived a much richer prefent from Mr. Knight of 
the South-fea ; and you are fenfible lhe cannot ever 
return it to one in the condition of an outlaw. It 
is certain, as he can never expert any favour f, his 
motive muft be wholly dillntcrefted. Will not this 
refleftion make you blulh ? Your continual deplo- 
rings of Ireland make me wifli you were here long 
enough to forget thole feenes that fo afHicft you : 
I am only in fear if you were, you would grow 
fuch a patriot here too, as not to be quite at eafe, 
for your love of old England. — It is very poflible, 
your journey in the time 1 compute, might exadtly 
tally with my intended one to you ; and if you 
muft foon again go back, you would not be unat¬ 
tended. For the poor woman decays percep¬ 
tibly every week; and the winter may too proba¬ 
bly put an end to a very long, and a very irreproach¬ 
able life. My conlfaut attendance on her does in¬ 
deed afflcf my mind very much, and leflcn ex¬ 
tremely my ddires of long life; lmce I fee the beft 

* His mother’s. 

t He was miftalcen in this. Mr. Knight was jaruoned, and 
came home in the vear 1742. Wurb, 

2 that 
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that can come of it is a miferable benediftion. I 
look upon myfelf to be many years older in two 
years fince you law me : the natural imbecillity of 
my body, joined now to this acquired old age of 
the mind, makes me at leaft as old as you, and we 
are the fitter to crawl down the hill together: I only 
defire I may be able to keep pace with you. Myfirlt 
friendlliip at iixteen, was contracted with a man of 
feventy; and i found him not grave enough or con¬ 
fident enough for me, though we lived well to his 
death. I fpcak of old Mr. Wycherley ; lomeletters of 
whom (by the by) and of mine, the bookfellers have 
got and printed, not without the concurrence of ano- 
ble friend of mine and yours *. I don’t much approve 
of it; though there is nothing for me to be alham- 
ed of, becaufe I will not be alhamed of any thing I 
do not do myfelf, or of any thing that is not im¬ 
moral, but merely dull, (as for inftance, if they 
printed this letter I am now writing; which they 
cafily may, if the underlings at the port-office pleafe 
to take a copy of it). I admire, on this confidera- 
tion, your fending your laft to me quite open 
without a leal, wafer, or any clofure what¬ 
ever-, manifefting the utter opennefs of the writer. 

I would do the fame by this, but fear it would look 

like affectation to fend two letters fo together._- 

I will fully reprefent to our friend, (and, I doubt 
not, it will touch his heart), what you fo feelingly 
fet forth as to the badnefs of your Burgundy, <bc. 
He is an extreme honeft man; and indeed ought 
to be fo, confidering how very indifereet and un- 
referved he is: but I do not approve this part of 
his character, and will never join with him in any 
of his idlencffes in the way of wit. You know my 
maxim, to keep as clear of all offence, as I am 


* See the occafion, in the fecond and third paragraphs of the pre¬ 
face to the firit volume of dope’s letters, the jth of Warburton’s e- 
dition of bit wo. Jet, 


Vol.X. 
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clear of all intereft in cither party. I was once dif- 
pleafed before at you, for complaining to Mr. *** 
of my not having a penfion, and am fo again at 
your naming it to a certain Lord. I have given 
proof in the courie of my whole life, (from the time 
when I was in the friendfhip of Lord Bolingbroke 
and Mr. Craggs, even to this when I am civilly 
treated by Sir Robert Walpole), that I never thought 
myfelf fo warm in any party’s caufe as to deferve 
their mjoney; and therefore would never have ac¬ 
cepted'it : but give me leave to tell you, that of all 
mankind the two perfons I would leaft have accept¬ 
ed any favour from, are thofe very two to whom 
you have unluckily fpoken of it. I defire you to 
take off any imprefiions which that dialogue may 
have left on his Lordlhip’s mind, as if I ever had 
any thought of being beholden to him, or any o- 
ther in that way. And yet you know I am no e- 
nemy to the prefent conftitution ; I believe, as (in- 
cere a well-wifher to it, nay* even to the church e- 
ftablifiied, as any minifter in or out of employment 
whatever; or any bilhop of England or Ireland ; 
yet am I of the religion of Erafinus, a Catholic : fo 
I live, fo I (hall die; and hope one day to meet 
you, Bilhop Atterbury, the younger Craggs, Dr. 
Garth, Dean Berkeley, and Mr. Hutchinfon, in that 
place to which God of his infinite mercy bring us > 
and every body ! 

Lord B.’s anfwer to your letter I have juft re¬ 
ceived, and join it to this packet. The work he 
fpcaks of with fnch abundant partiality, is a fyftem 
of ethics in the Horatian way. 


LETTER 
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letter XLVI. 

. . Slprll 14. 1730. 

'T'His is a letter extraordinary, to do and fay no¬ 
thing but recommend to you (as a clergyman, 
and a charitable one) a pious and a good work, 
for a good and an honeft man : moreover-he is a- 
bovefeventy, and poor, which you might think 
included in the word honrft. I 4hall think it a 
kindnefs done myfelf, if you can propagate Mr. 
Weftley’s fubfcription for his commentary’on Job, 
among your divines, (bilhops excepted, of whom 
there is no hope), and among fuch as are believers, 
or readers of fcripture; even the curious may find 
fomething to pleafe them, if they fcorn to be edi¬ 
fied. It has been the labour of eight years of this 
learned man’s life ; I call him what he is, a learn¬ 
ed man, and I engage you will approve his profe 
more than you formerly could his poetry. Lord 
Bolingbroke is a favourer of it, and allows you to 
do your beft to ferve an old Tory, and a fufterer 
for the church of England, though you are a Whig, 
as I am. 

We have here fome verfes in your name, which 
I am angry at. Sure you would not ufe me fo ill 
as to flatter me. I therefore think it is l’ome other 
weak Iriftiman. 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope’s hands, 

I proteft to you. But fince he will not fill the re¬ 
mainder of die page, I think I may without of¬ 
fence. I feek no epiftolary fame, but am a good 
deal pleafed to think that it will be known hereaf¬ 
ter that you and I lived in the moft friendly intima- 
cy together. Plioy writ his letters for the public ; 

D 2 fo 
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fo did Seneca, fo did Balfac, Voiture, oc. Tully 
did not; and therefore thefe give ns more pleafure 
than any which have come down to us from anti¬ 
quity. When we read them, we pry into a fecret 
which was intended to be kept from us. That is a 
pleafure. We lee Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, 
and others, fuch as they really were, and not fuch 
as the gaping multitude of their own age took them 
to be, or as hillorians and poets have reprefented 
them to ours. That is another pleafure. I re¬ 
member to have feen a proceflion at Aix-la-Cha- 
pellc, wherein an image of Charlemagne is carried 
on the fhoulders of a man, who is hid by the long 
robe of the imperial faint. Follow him into the 
veftry ; you fee the bearer flip from under the robe, 
and the gigantic figure dwindles into an image of 
the ordinary fize, and isfet by among other lumber. 

--I agree much with Pope, that our climate is 

rather better than that you are in, and perhaps your 
public fpirit would be lefs grieved, or oftener com¬ 
forted, here than there. Come to us therefore on 
a vilit at leaft. It will not be the fault of feveral 
perfons here, if you do not come to live with us. 
But great good-will and little power produce fuch 
flow and feeble effeCls as can be acceptable to hea¬ 
ven alone, and heavenly men. -I know you 

will be angry with me, if I fay nothing to you of 
a poor woman *, who is Rill on the other fide of 
the water in a moft languifhing ftate of health. If 
fhe regains itrength enough to come over, (and fhe 
is better within a few weeks), I fhall nurfe her in 
this farm f with all the care and tendernels poflible. 
If fhe does not, I muft pay her the laft duty of 
friendfhip wherever fhe is, though I break through 
the wdiole plan of life which I have formed in my 
mind. Adieu. I am moft faithfully and affection¬ 
ately yours. 

* Lady Bolingbroke. 

1 Lord Bolingbroke': feat at Djwle, in Middlefcx. Wc-b. 
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LETTER XLVir. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 


Jan, 1730-31. 

T Begin my letter, by telling you, that my wife has 
* been returned from abroad about a month, and 
that her health, though feeble and precarious, is 
better than it has been thefe two years. She is 
much your fervant; and as lhe has been her own 
\ phyfician with fome fuccefs, imagines fhe could be 
f yours with the fame. Would to God you were 
within her reach. She would, I believe, prefcribe 
a great deal of the medicina animi , without having 
recourle to the books of Trifmegiftus. Pope and 
I ihould be her principal apothecaries in the courfc 
of the cure; and though our bell botanifts com¬ 
plain, that few of the herbs and limplcs which go 
to the compofltion of thele remedies, are to be 
found at prefent in our foil, yet there are more of 
them here than in Ireland ; befides, by the help of 
a little chymiftry, the moft noxious juices may be¬ 
come falubrious, and rank poifon a fpecihc. - 

Pope is now in my library with me, and writes to 
the world, to the prefent and to future ages, whilft 
I begin this letter which he is to finilh to you. What 
good he will do mankind, I know not: this com¬ 
fort he may be fure of; he cannot do lefs than you 
have done before him. I have fometimes thought, 
that if preachers, hangmen, and moral writers, 
keep vice at a ftand, or fo much as retard the pro¬ 
gress of it, they do as much as human nature ad¬ 
mits. A real reformation is not to be brought a- 
bout by Ordinary means; it requires thofe extra¬ 
ordinary 
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ordinary means which become punifhments as well 
as lefibns. National corruption mud be purged by 

national calamities.-Let us hear from you. We 

deferve this attention, becaufe we defire it, and 
becauie we believe that you defire to hear from us. 

LETTER XLVIII. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

March 29. 

T Have delayed feveral polls anfwering your letter 
* of January lad, in hopes of being able to fpeak 
to you about a project which concerns us both, but 
me the mod, fince the fuccefs of it would bring us 
together. It has been a good while in my head, 
and at my heart; if it can be fet a-going, you (hall 
hear more of it. I was ill in the beginning of the 
winter for near a week, but in no danger, cither 
from the nature of my didemper, or from the at¬ 
tendance of three phyficians. Since that bilious 
intermitting fever, I have had, as I had before, bet¬ 
ter health than the regard I have paid to health de- 
ferves. We are both in the decline of life, my 
•dear Dean, and have been fome years going down 
the hill; let us make the paffage as fmooth as we 
can. Let us fence againd phydeal evil by care, and 
the ufe of thofe means which experience mud have 
pointed out to us: let us fence againd moral evil 
by phiiofophy. I renounce the alternative you pro- 
pofe. But we may, nay, (if we will follow nature, 
and do not workup imagination againd her plained 
dittates), we fhali of courfe grow every year more 
indifferent to life, and to the affairs and intereds 
-of a fydem out of which we are foon to go. This 

is 
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is much better than iVupiditv. The decay of paf- 
fion ftrengthens- phiiofophy ; for pafiion may de¬ 
cay, and ftupidity not fucceed. Pafiions (fays 
Pope, our divine, as you will fee one time or other} 
are the gales of life. Let us not complain that they 
do not blow a {form. What hurt does age do us, 
in fubduing what we toil to fubdue all our lives F 
It is now fix in the morning. I recal the time, 
(and am glad it is over), when about this hour I 
xrfed to be going to bed, furfeked with pleafure, or 
jaded with bufinefs 1 my head often full of fchemes, 
and my heart as often full of anxiety. Is it a mis¬ 
fortune, think you, that I rife at this hour refresh¬ 
ed, ferene, and calm ? that the paft, and even the 
prefent affairs of life, ftand like objects at a di- 
ftance from me, where I can keep olf the difagree- 
able fo as not to be ftrongly affe&ed by them, and 
from whence I can draw the others nearer to me F 
Pafiions in their force would bring all thefe, nay, 
even future contingencies, about my ears at once, 
and reafon would but ill defend me in the feutfle. 

I leave Pope to fpeak for himfelf: but I muft 
tell you how much my wife is obliged to you. She 
fays lhe would find ftrength enough to nurfe you, 
if you was here; and yet, God knows, {he is 
extremely weak. The flow fever works under,, 
and mines the constitution : we keep it off fome- 
times ; but ftill it returns, and makes new breaches 
before nature can repair the old ones. I am not 
afhamed to fay to you, that I admire her more eve¬ 
ry hour of my life. Death is not to her the king 
of terrors; fhe beholds him without the leafi. When 
{he fuffers much, fhe wifhes for him as a deli¬ 
verer from pain ; when life is tolerable, fhe looks 
on him with difiike, becaufe he is to feparate her 
from thofe friends to whom file is more at¬ 
tached than to life itfelf.-You lhall not ftay 

for my next, as long as you have for this letter; 
and in every one Pope {hall write fomething much 

better 
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better than the fcraps of old philofophcrs, which 
were the prefents, munufatla , that Stoical fop Se¬ 
neca ufed to fend in every epiftle to his friend Lu- 
cilius. 


P. S. My Lord has fpoken juftly of his lady : 
why not 1 of my mother? Yefterday was her 
birthday, now entering on the ninety-firft year of 
her age; her memory much diminiihed, but her 
fenfes very little hurt, her fight and hearing good ; 
Ihe fleeps not ill, eats moderately, drinks water, 
fays her prayers; this is all llie does. I have 
reafon to thank God for continuing fo long to me 
a va y good and tender parent, and for allowing 
me to exercife for fome years thofe cares which are 
now as neceffary to her as hers have been to me. 
An object of this fort daily before one’s eyes, very 
much foftens the mind ; but perhaps may hinder it 
from the willingnefs of contracting other ties of the 
like domeftic nature, when one finds how painful it 
is even to enjoy the tender pleafures. I have for¬ 
merly made fome itrong efforts to get and to deferve 
a friend: perhaps it were wifer never to attempt it; 
but live extempore, and look upon the world only 
as a place to pafs through, Juft pay your hofts their 
due, difperfe a little charity, and hurry on. Yet 
am I juft now writing (or rather planning) a book, to 
make mankind look upon this life with comfort and 
plealure, and put morality in good humour.—And 
juft now too I am going to fee one I love very ten¬ 
derly; and to morrow to entertain fcveral civil 
people, whom if we call friends, it is by the cour- 
tefy of England. — Sic , fie juvat ire Jub umbras . 
While we do live, we muft make the beft of life y 

Cant antes licet ufque (minus via l&dat) camus . 

as the fhepherd faid in Virgil, when the road was 
long and heavy. I am vour’s. 

2 LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Lord BOLINGBROKE to Dr. SWIFT. 

Y®U may alFure yourfelf, that if you come over 
this fpring, you will find me not only got back 
into the habits of ftudy, but devoted to that hiifo- 
•J'ical talk which you have let me thefe many vears. 
I am in hopes of dome materials which will enable 
me to work in the whole extent of the plan I pro¬ 
pose to myfelf. If they are not to be had, I mult 
accommodate my plan to this deficiency. In the 
f mean time Pope has given me more trouble than 
he or 1 thought of; and you will be furprifed to 
find, that I have been partly drawn by him, and 
-partly by myfelf, to write a pretty large volume 
upon a very grave and very important /object ; that 
I have ventured to pay no regard whatever to any 
authority except facred authority ; and that I have 
ventured to ftart a thought, which mull, if it is 
pulhed as fuccefsfully as I think it is, render all 
vour metaphysical theology both ridiculous and a- 
bominable. There is an exprelFon in one of your 
letters to me, which makes me believe you will 
come into my way of tiring on this Vubjeft ; 

• and yet I am perluaded, that divines and free¬ 
thinkers would both be clamorous againll: it, 
if it was to be fubmitted to their cenfure, as 1 do 
not intend that it fhall. The pafiage I mean, is 
that where you fay, that you told Dr. ** the grand 
points of Chriftiauity ought to be taken as infallible 
revelations *, &c. 

* In this maxim alljugotted divines 3nd frecthinking politician a 
agree ; the one for fear of d.fttirbing t.ie eftabiilhed religion ; the o- 
tiier left that diAurbance fliould prove injurious to their adminiAratioB 
•> government. W'arb t 

Vol. X. E 
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It lias happened, that whild I was writing this 
to you, the Doctor came to make me a vifit from 
London, where I heard lie was arrived fome time 
ago. He was in hade to return, and is, I perceive, 
in great hade to print. He left with me eight dif- 
iertations f, a Imall part, as I underdand of his 
work ; and d fired me to perufe, confider, and ob- 
lerve upon them againd Monday next, when he 
will come down again. By what I have read of the 
two fil'd, I find myfclf unable to ferve him. The 
principles he reafons upon are begged, in a deputa¬ 
tion of this fort; and the manner of reafoning is 
by no means dole and concludve. The foie adVice 
I could give him in confidence, would be that which 
lie would take ill, and not follow. I will get rid 
of this talk as well as I can ; for I edeem the man, 
and lhould be forry to difoblige him where I cannot 
ferve him. 

As to retirement and exercife, your notions are 
true. The fil'd diould not be indulged fo much as 
to render us lavage, nor the lad negle&ed fo as to 
impair health. But I know men, who, for fear of 
being favage, live with all who live with them, and 
who, to preferve tlieir health, faunter away half 
their time. Adieu. Pope calls for the paper. 

P. S. I hope what goes before will be a ftrong 
motive to your coming. God knows if ever I fhall 
lee Ireland ; 1 lhall never delirc it, if you can be 
got hither ; or kept here. Yet I think I lhall be, 
too loon, a freeman.--—Your recommendations 1 
condamly give to thofeyou mention; though fomc 
Or them I fee but feldom, and am every day more 
retired. I am lefs fond of the world, and lefs cu¬ 
rious about it ; yet no wav out of humour, difap- 
pointed, or angry ; though, in my way, I receive 
as many injuries as my betters; but I don’t fed 

t Revelation examined wi.h enndor. 

them; 
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them ; therefore I ought not to vex other people, 
nor even to return injuries. I pafs almoft all my 
time at Dawley and at home. My Lord (of which 
2 partly take the merit to myfelf) is as much eftran- 
ged from politics as I am. Let philofophy be ever lo 
vain, it is lefs vain now than politics, and not quite 
fo vain at prefent as divinity. I know nothing that 
moves ftrongiy but fatire ; and thofe who are a- 
lhamed of nothing elfe, are lb of being ridicu¬ 
lous. I fancy, if we three were together" but for 
three years, lbme good might be done even upon 
this age. 

I know you’ll delire fome account of my health. 
It is as ultial, but my fpirits rather worfe. I write 
little or nothing. You know I never had either 
I a tafte or rale nr for politics, and the world minds 
[• nothing elfe. ( have perfonal obligations which I 
will ever preferve, to men of different fides ; and 
I I with nothing fo much as public quiet, except it 
be my own quiet. I think it a merit, if I can take 
oiFany man from grating or fatirical fubjetts, mere¬ 
ly on the fcore of party : and it is the greateft va¬ 
nity of my life, that I have contributed to turn my 
Lord Boltugbroke to fubje&s moral, ufeful, and 

more worthy his pen. Dr-s book is what 

I can’t commend fo much as Dean Berkeley’s *, 

[ though it has many things ingenious in it, and is 
not deficient m the writing part: but the whole 
book, though he meant it ad populum , is, I think, 
purely ad clcrum . Adieu. 

A fine original work, called. The Minute Philofoper. 


Ei 
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3 <* 

LETTER L. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mr. GAY *. 

Dublin , March 19 ^ 1729 . 

I Deny it. I do write to you according to the old 
iVipulation ; for when you kept your old com¬ 
pany, when I writ to one I writ to all. But I ant 
ready to enter into a new bargain,, fince you are 
got into a new world, and will aniwer all your let¬ 
ters. You are fird to prefent my moft humble re- 
lpedls to the Duchels of Queenlberry ; and let her 
know, that I never dine without thinking of her,, 
altho* it be with lome difficulty that I can obey her, 
when I dine with forks that have but two prongs, 
and when the fauce is not very confident. You 
mud likewile tell her Grace, that fhe is a general 
toad among all honed folks here, and particularly 
at the deanery, even in the face of my Whig fub- 

je<ds,-I will leave my money in Lord Bathurd's 

hands, and the management of it (for want of bet¬ 
ter) in yours: and pray keep the intered-money in 
a bag wrapt up and fealed by itfelf, for fear of your 
own fingers under your carleilhefs. Mr. Pope talks 
of you as a perfect dranger ; but the different pur- 
fuits, and manners, and interefts of life, as For¬ 
tune hath pleafed to difpofe them, will never fuder 
thofe to five together, who, by their inclinations, 
ought never to part. I hope when you are rich 
enough, you will have fome little oeconomy of your 
own in town or country, and be able to give your 


* The following letters from Dr. Swift to Mr. Gay, from let. 5 or. 
to let. 61. inclufive, were found among Mr. Gay’s rap<r s > and re- 
tilrnyU 10 Dr. Swift by the Duke of Qufecnfberry and Mr. Pope. 
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friend a pint of Port; for the domedic feafon of 
life will come on. I had never much hopes of 
your vampt play, although Mr. Pope feemed to 
have, and although it were ever fo good : but you 
fhould have done like the parfons, and changed 
your text, I mean the title, and the names of the 
perfons. After all, it was an efTedl: of idlenefs^, 
for you are in the prime of life, when invention 
and judgement go together. 1 wifli you had 1001. 
a year more for horfes.-1 ride and walk when¬ 

ever good weather invites, and am reputed the bed; 
walker in this town and five miles round. I writ 
lately to Mr. Pope. I wifli you had a little villakin 
Ln his neighbourhood ; but you are yet too volatile* 
and any lady with a coach and fix horfes would 
carry you to Japan. 



LETTER LI. 


Dublin , A 7 ov. 10. 1730.. 
my Lord Peterborow,. in the Queen’s 



time, went abroad upon his embafiies, the 
miniflry told me, that he was fuch a vagrant, they 
were forced to write at him by guefs, becaufe they 
knew not where to write to him. This is my cale 
with you ; foraecimes in Scotland, fometimes. ac 
Ham-walks, fometimes God knows where. You 
are a man of butinefs, and not at leifure for infig- 
nificant correfpondence. It was 1 got you the em¬ 
ployment of being my Lord Duke’s premier mini - 
Jlre ; for his Grace having heard how good a ma¬ 
nager you were of my revenue, thought you fit to 
be intruded with ten talents. I have had twenty 
times a drong inclination to fpend a Summer near. 


'Safifbury-downs, having rode over them more than 

once. 
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once, and, with a young parfon of Salifbury, rec¬ 
koned twice the Rones of Stonehenge, which are 
either ninety-two or ninety three. I defire to pre- 
fent my moft humble acknowledgements to my 
Lady Duchcfs, in return of her civility. I hear an 
ill thing, that file is matre piilchra fi{ia pulchrior. I 
never law her fince file was a girl, and would be 
angry ihe fhould excel her mother, who was long 
my principal goddefs. I defire you will tell her 
Grace, that the ill management of forks is not to 
be helped when they are only bidential, which hap¬ 
pens in all poor houfes, efpecially thofe of poets ; 
upon which account a knife was abfolutely neceffa- 
ry at Mr. Pope’s, where it was morally impofiible 
with a bidential fork to convey a morfel of beef, 
with the incumbrance of muftard and turnips, in¬ 
to your mouth at once. And her Grace hath colt 
me thirty pounds to provide tridents, for fear of 
offending her ; which Him I defire fhe will pleafe- 

to return me.-1 am fick enough to go to the 

Bath, but have not heard it will be good for my 
diforder. I have a ftrong mind to fpend my 2001. 
next fumrner in France. I am glad I have it, for 
there is hardly twice that Aim left in this kingdom. 
You want no fettlement (I call the family where 
you live, and the foot you are upon, a fettlement) 
till you increafe your fortune to what will fupporc 
you with eafe and plenty, a good houfe and a gar¬ 
den. The want of this I much dread for you. 
For I have often known a llie-coufin of a good fa¬ 
mily and finall fortune, palling months among all 
her relations, living in plenty, and taking her cir¬ 
cles, till flie grew an old maid, and every body 
weary of her. Mr. Pope complains of feldom 
feeing you: but the evil is unavoidable ; for differ¬ 
ent circumfhmces of life have always feparated thofe 
whom friendlhip would join. God hath taken 
care of this, to prevent any progrefs towards reaL 
happinefs here, which w.ould make life more defir- 

able. 
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able, and death too dreadful. I hope you have 
now one advantage that you always wanted before, 
and the want of which made your friends as uneafv 
as it did vourfelf; I mean the removal of that lbli- 
cirude about your own affairs, which perpetually 
idled your thoughts, and dil'turbed your convcrfa- 
tion. For if it be true, what Mr. Pope lerioufly 
tells me, you will have opportunity of faring every 
groat ol the intereft you receive ; and fo by the 
time he and you grow weary of each other, vou 
will be able to pafs the reft of your winelefs life, 
in cafe and plenty, with the additional triumphal 
comfort of never having received a penny, from 
thole taftelefs ungrateful people from whom you 
delci ved io much, and who delerve no better ge- 

mufes than thole by whom they are celebrated._ 

If you lee Mr. Cael'ar, prelent my humble fervicc 
to him ; and let him know, that the ferub libel 
punted againft me here, and reprinted in London, 
for which he ihewed a kind concern to a friend of 
us both, was written by myfelf, and lent to a Whin- 
printer. It was in the ftyle and genius of fuch 
icoundrels, when the humour of labelling ran in 
this drain againd a friend of mine whom you know. 
13 ut my paper is ended. 


letter lii. 

_ . Dublin, Nov. 19. 1730. 

[ Writ to you a long letter about a fortnight part, 
concluding you tvere in London, from whence 
I underftood one of your former was dated. 
LiorduU imagine you were gone back to Aimfbu- 
ry lo late in the year; at which feafon I take the 
country to be only a feene for thole who have been 
ill ufed by a court, cu account of their virtues ; 

which 
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which is a ftate of happinefs the more valuable, be- 
caufe it is not accompanied by envy, although no¬ 
thing deferves it more. 1 tvould gladly fell a Duke¬ 
dom to lofe favour in the manner their Graces have 
done. I believe my Lord Carteret, fince he is no 
longer Lieutenant, may not wifli me ill; and I have 
told him often, that I only hated him as Lieute¬ 
nant. I confefs he had a genteeler manner of bind¬ 
ing the chains of this kingdom than moft of his 
predcceffors ; and I confefs, at the fame time, that 
lie had fix times a regard to my recommendation, 
by preferring lb many of my friends in the church. 
The two laft ads of his favour were, to add to the 
■dignities of Dr. Delany and Mr. Stopford ; the 
laft of whom was, by you and Mr. Pope, put into 
Mr Pultney’s hands. I told you in my laft, that 
a continuance of giddinefs (though not in a violent 
degree) prevented my thoughts of England at pre- 
fent. For in my calc, a domeftic life is neceftary^ 
where I can, with the centurion, fay to my fervant. 
Go, and he goeth ; and, do this, and he doth it. 
I now hate all people whom I cannot command, 
•and confequently a Duchefs is at this time the hate- 
fulleft lady in the world to me, one only excepted; 
and I beg her Grace’s pardon for that exception ; 
for, in the way I mean, her Grace is ten thoufand 
times more hateful. I confefs I begin to apprehend 
you will lquander my money, bccaufe I hope you 
never lefs wanted it ; and if you go on with fuccefs 
for two years longer, I fear I fhall not have a far¬ 
thing of it left. The Do&or hath ill informed me, 
who fays that Mr. Pope is at prefent the chief poe¬ 
tical favourite ; yet Mr. Pope himfclf talks like a 
philofopher, and one wholly retired. But the vogue 
of our few honeft folk here is, that Duck is abfo- 
lutely to fucceed Eufden in the laurel; the conten¬ 
tion being between Concannen, or Theobald, or 
•fome other hero of the Dunciad. I never charged 
•you for not talking ; but the dubious ftate of your 
2 affairs 












Let. 52. FROM Dr. SWIFT. 






affair s in thofe days was too much the fuhjeCt, and 
I with the Duchefs had been the voucher of your 
amendment. Nothing contributed fo much to mv 
^afe as the turn of affairs after the Queen’s death - 
by which all my hopes being cut off, I could have 
no ambition left, unlefs I would have been a great- 
ei rakal than happened to fuit with my temper. I 
therefore fat down quietly at mv morfel, addins 
only thereto a principle of hatred to all fucceedin^ 
meafures and miniftries, by way of fauce to relifh 
my meat : and I confefs one point of conduct in 
my Lady Duchefs’s life hath added much poignan- 
cy to it There is a good Irifh practical bull to¬ 
wards the end of your letter, where you ipend a 
dozen lines in telling me you muff leave off, that 
you may give my Lady Duchefs room to write, and 
io you proceed to within two or three lines of the 
bottom ; though I would have remitted vou mv 
230 I. to have left place for as many more/ 


To the Duchefs . 

Madam, 

My beginning thus low is meant as a mark of re- 
<pe<^ like receiving your Grace at the bottom of 
the ttairs. I am glad you know your duty: for it 
nath been a known and eftablifhed rule above twen- 
ty years in England, That the firft advances have 
been conftantly made me by all ladies who afpired 
to my acquaintance, and the greater their quality, 
the greater were their advances. Yet I know not 
by what weaknefs I have condefcended gracioully 
to dtfpenfe with you upon this important article. 
Though Mr. Gay will tell you, that a namelels per¬ 
son * lent me eleven mefTages before I would yield 
to a viin: I mean a perfon to whom he is infinitely 
obliged, for being the occafion of the happinefs he 
now enjoys, under the protection and favour of my 


* The Princefs of Wales, afterward Queen Caroline 

Vdl.X. F 


Lord 
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Lord Duke and your Grace. At the fame time, I 
cannot forbear telling you. Madam, that you are 
a little imperious in your manner of making your 
advances. You fay, perhaps you fhall not like 
me: I affirm you are miftaken, which I can plain¬ 
ly demon ft rate ; for I have certain intelligence, 
that another perfon diflikes me of late, with whole 
likings yours have not for fome time pa ft gone to¬ 
gether. However, if I fhall once have the honour 
to attend your Grace, I will, out of fear and pru¬ 
dence, appear as vain as I can, that I may net 
know your thoughts of me. This is your own di¬ 
rection, but it was needlefs : for Diogenes himfelf 
would be vain, to have received the honour of be¬ 
ing one moment of his life in the thoughts of 
your Grace. 

LETTER LIII. 

Dublin , March 13. 1730-1. 

Y Our fituation i$ an odd one ; the Duchefs is 
your treafurer, and Mr. Pope tells me you 
are the Duke’s. And 1 had gone a good way in 
fome verfes on that occalion, preferibing lefions to 
direCt your conduCt in a negative way ; not to do 
fo and fo, <bc. like other treafurers ; how to deal 
with fervants, tenants, or neighbouring ’fquires, 
which I take to be courtiers, parliaments, and prin¬ 
ces in alliance; and fo the parallel goes on, but 
grows too long to pleafe me. I prove, that poets 
are the fttteft perfons to be treafurers and managers 
to great perfons, from their virtue, and contempt 

of money, err.-Pray, why did you not get a 

new heel to your fhoe ? uniefs you would make 
your court at St. James, by affeCting to imitate the 

Prince of Liliiput.-But the reft of your letter 

being 
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being wholly taken up in a very bad charafler of 
the Duchels, I lhall fay no more to you, but apply 
myfelf to her Grace. 

Madam, Since Mr. Gay affirms that you love 
to have your own way, and iince I have the fame 
perfection, I will fettle that matter immediately, to 
prevent thofe ill confequences he apprehends. Your 
Grace lhall have your own wav, in all places ex¬ 
cept your own houfe, and the domains about it. 
There, and there only, I expeCt to have mine ; fo 
that you have all the world to reign in, bating on¬ 
ly two or three hundred acres, and two or three 
houfes in town and country. I will, likewife, out 
of my fpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motion, allow you to be in the right againfl all 
human kind, except myfelf, and to be never in the 
wrong, bur when you differ from me. You lhall 
have a greater privilege in the third article, of 
fpeaking your mind ; which I fhall gracioufly al¬ 
low you now and then to do even to myfelf, and 
only rebuke you when it does not pleafc me. 

Madam, I am now got as far as your Grace’s 
letter ; which having not read this fortnight, (ha¬ 
ving been out of town, and not daring to trull my¬ 
felf with the carriage of it) the prefumptuous man¬ 
ner in which you begin had flipt out of my memo¬ 
ry. But I forgive yt>u to the feventeenth line, 
where you begin to banifh meffor ever, by demand¬ 
ing me to anfwer all the good cfiaraCler fume par¬ 
tial friends have given me. Madam, I have lived 
flxteen years in Ireland, with only an intermiflion of 
two fummers in England ; and confequently am fifty 
years older than I was at the Queen’s death, and fifty 
thoufand times duller, and fifty million times more 
peevilh, perverfe, and morofe ; fo that under thele 
difadvantages, I can only pretend to excel all your 
F 2 other 
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other acquaintance about fome twenty bars length. 
Pray, Madam, have you a clear voice ? and will 
you let me lit at your left hand, at leaft within 
three of you ? for of two bad ears my right is the 
bell:. My groom tells me, that he likes your 
park, but your houfe is too little. Can the parfon 
of the parilh play at backgammon, and hold his 
tongue ? Is any one of your women a good nurfe, 
if 1 ihould* fancy myfelf lick for four and twenty 
hours ? How many days will you maintain me and 
my equipage ? When thefe preliminaries are fet¬ 
tled, I mult be very poor, very fick, or dead, 
or to the laft degree unfortunate, if I do not at¬ 
tend you at Aimiburv. For I profefs you are the 
hr ft lady that ever I defired to fee fince the firft of 
Auguft 1714; and I have forgot the date when 
that delire grew Itrong upon me; but I know I 
was not then in England, elfe I would have gone 
on foot for that happinefs as far as to your houfe in 
•Scotland. But I can loon recollert the time, by 
alking lome ladies here the month, the day, and 
the hour when I began to endure their company 5 
which however I think was a fign of my ill judg¬ 
ment ; for I do not perceive they mend in any 
thing but envying or admiring your Grace. I dif- 
like nothing in your letter but an affected apology* 
for bad writing, bad fpelling, and a bad pen, 
which you pretend Mr. Gay found fault with; 
wherein you affront Mr. Gay, you affront me, and 
you affront yourfelf. Falfe fpelling is only ex- 
cufible in a chambermaid, for I would not pardon 

it in any of your waiting-women.-Pray God 

preferve your Grace and family ; and give me 
leave to expert, that you will be fo juft to remem¬ 
ber me among thole who have the greateft regard 
for virtue, goodnefs, prudence, courage, and ge- 
nerofity; after which you rauft conclude, that I 
am with the greateft relpert and gratitude, Ma¬ 
dam, 
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dam, your Grace’s moft obedient and moft humble 
fervant, &c. 


To Mr. G A Y. 

I have juft got yours of February 24th, with a 
pofticript by Mr. Pope. I am in great concern for 
him; I find Mr. Pope dictated to you the fir ft 
part, and with great difficulty lome days after ad- 
ded. the reft. I Ice his weaknefs by his hand¬ 
writing. How much does his philofophy exceed 
mine! I could not bear to fee him : I will write to 
him foon. 




LETTER LIV. 

Dublin , June 29. 1731. 

TpVer fince I received your letter, I have been 
upon a balance about going to England, and 
landing at Briftol, to pafs a month at Aimf- 
bury, as the Duchefs hath given me leave. But 
many difficulties hath interfered. Firft, I thought I 
had done with my law-fuit, and fo did all my law¬ 
yers ; but my adverfarv, after being in appearance 
a Proteftant thefc twenty years, hath declared he 
was always a Papift, and confequemly, by the law 
here, cannot buy, nor (I think) fell; fo that I am 
at fea again, for almoft all I am worth. But I have 
ftill a worfe evil : for the giddinefs I was fubjeft to, 
inftead of coming feldom and violent, now con- 
ftantly attends me more or lefs; though in a more 
peaceable manner, yet fucb as will not qualify me 
to live among the young and healthy; and the 
Duchefs in all her youth, fpirit and grandeur, 
will make a very ill nurfe, and her women not much 
better. Valetudinarians mull live where they can 

command. 


V* 
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command, and (cold ; I muft have horfes to iide> 

I muft go to bed and rile when I pleafe, and 
live where all mortals are fubfervient to me. I 
muft talk nonfenfe when I pleafe, and all who 
are prefent mud commend it. I muft ride thrice 
a-week, and walk three or four miles beildes eve- 
jry day. 

I always told you Mr.-was good for nothing 

but to be a rank courtier. I care not whether he 
ever writes to me or no. He and you may tell this 
to the Du chefs; and I hate to fee you fo charitable, 
and fuch a cully; and yet I love you for it, be- 
caufe I am one myfelf. 

You are the fillieft lover in Chriftendom. If 

vou like Mrs.-,why do you not command her to 

take you ? iflhedoes not, (lie is not worth purfuing. 
Y r ou do her too much honour; (lie hath neither 
fenfe nor tafee, if fhe dares to refufe you, tho’ fhe 
had ten thoufand pounds. I do not remember to have 
told you of thanks that you have not given, nor do 
I underftand your meaning, and I am fure I had 
never the leaft thoughts of any myfelf. If I am 
your friend, it is for my own reputation, and from 
a principle of felf-love; and I do fometimes re¬ 
proach you for not honouring me, by letting the 
world know we are friends. 

I fee very well how matters go with the Duchefs 
in regard to me. I heard her fay, Mr. Gay fill 
your letter to the Dean,that there maybe no room 
for me ; the frolic is gone far enough ; 1 have writ 
thrice ; I will do no more ; if the n>an has a mind 
to come, let him come ; what a clutter is here ? 
pofitively I will not write a fyllable more. She is 
an ungrateful Duchefs, considering how many a- 
dorers I have procured her here, over and above 

the thoufands lhe had before.-1 cannot allow 

you rich enough till you are worth 7000 1. which 
will bring you 300 per annum ; and this will main¬ 
tain 
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tain you, with the perquifite of fpunging while 
you arc young ; and when you are old, will afford 
you a pint of port at night, two fervants, and an 
old maid, a little garden, and pen and ink,—pro¬ 
vided you live in the country-Have you 

no fcheme either in verfe or profe ? The Duchefs 
fhould keep you at hard meat, and by that means 
force you to write; and fo I have done with you. 

Madam, 

Since I began to grow old, I have found all 
ladies become inconltant, without any reproach 
from their confcience If I wait on you, I declare, 
that one of your women (which ever it is that has 
defigns upon a chaplain) mull be my nurle, if I 
happen to be lick or peevilh at your houfe; and in 
that cafe.you muff fuipend your domineering claim 
till I recover. Your omitting the ufual appendix 
to Mr. Gay’s letter hath done me infinite milchief 
here ; for while you continued them, you would 
wonder how civil the ladies here were to me, and 
how much they have altered lince. I dare not con- 
fefs that I have defeended fo low as to write to 
vour Grace, after the abominable neglect you have 
been guilty of; for if they but fufpeCted it, I fhould 
lofe them all. One of them who had an inkling of 
the matter, (your Grace will hardly believe it), re- 
fufed to beg my pardon upon her knees, for once 
neglecting to make my rice-milk. Pray, confider 
this, and do your duty, or dread the confequence. 
I promife you fhall have your will fix minutes eve¬ 
ry hour at Aimfbury, and feven in London, while 
I am in health : but if I happen to be fick. I muff 
govern to a lecond. Yet, properly fpeaking, 
there is no man alive with fo much truth andre- 
fpeCt your Grace’s moff obedient and devoted 
fervant. 


LET- 
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LETTER LV. 


Augujl 28. 1731. 


OU and the Duchefs ufe me very ill: for I pro 



fefs, I cannot diRinguifli the Ryle or the hand¬ 
writing of either. 1 think her grace writes 
more like you than herfelf, and that you write 
more like her Grace than yourlelf. I would fwear 
die beginning of your letter writ by the Duchefs, 
though it is to pals for yours; becaufe there is a 
curfed lie in it, that ihe is neither young nor 
healthy ; and bclides, it perfectly refembles the part 
ihe owns. I will likewife fwear, that what I mu ft 
fuppofe is written by the Duchefs, is your hand : 
and thus I am puzzled and perplexed between you; 
but I will go on in the innocencyof my own heart. 
I am got eight miles from our famous metropolis, 
to a country parfon’s, to whom I lately gave a ci¬ 
ty-living, fuch as an Englifh chaplain would leap at. 
1 retired hither for the public good, having two 
great works in hand ; one to reduce the whole po- 
litcnefs, wit, humour, and Ryle of England, into 
a fhort fyRcm, for the ufe ot all perfon of quality, 
and particularly the maids of honour *. The other 
is of almoR equal importance; I may call it the 
whole duty of fervants, in about twenty feveral Ra¬ 
tions, from the Reward and waiting-woman, down 

to the fcullion and pantry-boy f.- I believe 

no mortal had ever fuch fair invitations, as to be 
happy in the beR company of England. I willi I 

* Wagfhff’s Dialogues of polite converfaticn, publiflied in his 
lifetime. See Vo), 9. 

f An imperfeft thing of this kind, called Directions to fervants in 
general, has been pubiiihcd iince his death. See ib . 
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had liberty to print your letter with my own com¬ 
ments upon it. There was a fellow in Ireland, who 
from a fhoe-boy grew to befeveral times one of the 
chief governors, wholly illiterate, and with hardly 
common fenfe. A Lord-Lieutenant told the hrifc 
King George, that he was the greateft fubjeft he 
had in both kingdoms ; and truly this character 
was gotten and preferved by his never appearing in 
England ; which was the only wife thing he ever 
did, except purchaling 16,000 1 . a-vear. — Why, 
you need not hare : it is eahly applied. I mu ft be 
ablent, in order to preferve my credit with her 

Grace.-Lo here comes in the Duchei's again, (I 

know her by her dd’s ; but am a tool for dilcover- 
ing my art), to defend herfelf againft any conjec¬ 
ture of what the faid.-Madam, I will imitate 

your Grace, and write to you upon the fame line. 
I own it is a bale unromantic fpirit in me to fufpend 
the honour of waiting at your Grace’s feet, till I 
can finifh a paltry law-luit. Jt concerns indeed al- 
moft all my whole fortune; it is equal to half Mr. 
Pope’s, and two thirds of Mr. Gay’s, and about 
llx week’s rent of your Grace’s. I his curfed ac¬ 
cident hath drill’d away the whole fummer. But, 
Madam, underhand one thing, that 1 take all your 
ironical civilities in a literal fenfe ; and whenever I 
have the honour to attend you, (hall expecl them 
to be literally performed : though perhaps 1 fhail 
hnd it hard to prove your hand-writing in a court 
of juftice ; but that will not be much for your cre¬ 
dit. How miferably hath your Grace been mifta- 
ken, in thinking to avoid envy by running into 
exile, where it haunts you more than ever it did e- 
ven at court ? Non te civitas, non regia domus in cxi - 
Hum miferunt , fed tu utrafque . So fays Cicero, (as 
your Grace knows), or fo he might have faid. 

I am told, that the Craftfman, in one of his pa¬ 
pers, is offended with the publifhers of (I fuppofe) 
the laft edition of the Dunciad; and I was afked 
Vol.X. G whether 
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whether you and Mr. Pope were as good friends to 
the new difgraced perfon as formerly ? This I knew 
nothing of, but fuppofe it was the confequence of 
fome miftake. As to writing, I look on you juft 
in the prime of life for it, the very feafon when 
judgement and invention draw together. But 
fchemes are perfectly accidental : fome will appear 
barren of hints and matter, but prove to be fruitful ; 
and others the contrary : and what you fay, is paft 
doubt, that every one can beft find hints for himfelf; 
though it 13 pofiible, that fometimes a friend may 
give you a lucky one juft fuited to your own ima¬ 
gination. But all this is almoft paft with me; 
my invention and judgement are perpetually at fifty - 
cuffs, till they have quite difabled each other; and 
the mereft trities I ever wrote are ferious philofo- 
phical lucubrations, in comparifon to what I now 
bufy myfclf about; as (to fpeak in the author’s 
phrafe) the world may one day fee *. 




LETTER LVI. 


Sept . 10. 1731. 

F your ramble was on borfeback, I am glad of 
■ it on account of your health : but I know your 

arts 


* His ludicron? prediction was fince his death, and very much to 
his difhonour, fetioufly fulfilled, JVarb. 

By this defire of letting the world fee what other men of lefs wit 
and more diferetion would carefully have concealed, Swift has placed 
himfdf open to the cenfure of his enemies, and beyond the reach of 
any defence from his friends. He has not only committed to the 
prefs a mod defpicable heap of writings, but has publicly recorded the 
lowed amuiVments of his private feenes of life, without having once 
fufpefKd, that prrfons whofi* ft tions or abilities have fixed them in 
a confpicuous attitude, are looked upon by the reft of mankind with 
a very critical, and a very envious eye. Auguftus, as I remember, 
was a little a/hamedto be difeovered at a game of cobnuts $ and even 

Domitian 
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arts of patching up a journey between ftagc-coaches 
and friends coaches ; for you are as arrant a cockney 
as any holier in Cheaplide. One clean fhirt with two 
cravats, and as many handkerchiefs, make up your 
equipage: and as for a nightgown, it is clear from 
Homer, that Agamemnon rofe without one. I 
have often had it in my head to put it into vours 
that you ought to have fome great work in fcheme* 
which may take up feven years to finifh, belides two 
or three under ones, that may add another 1000 1, 
to your flock ; and then I fhall be in lels pain about 
you. I know you can find dinners; but you loye 
twelve-penny coaches too well, without confidering 
that the intereft of a whole xooo 1. brings you but 
half a crown a-day. I find a greater longing than 
ever to come amongft you ; and realon good, when 
I am teafed with Dukes and Ducheffes for a vilit, all 
my demands complied with, and all excufes cut off. 
You remember, “ O happy Don Quixote ! queens 
“ held his horfe, and Ducheffes pulled off his ar- 
“ mour,” or fomething to that purpofe. He 
was a mean-fpirited fellow. I can lay ten times 
more, O happy, 6r. fuch a Duchels was defigned 
to attend him, and luch a Duke invited him to 
command his palace. Nam ijios reges cateros me¬ 
ntor are nolo , hominum mendicabula . Go read your 
Plautus, and oblerve Strobilus vapouring after ho 

had found the pot of gold.-1 will have nothing 

to do with that lady : I have long hated her on 
your account, and the more becaufeyou are fo for¬ 
giving as not to hate her; however, ihe has good 

Domitian was cunning enough to withdraw into his clofet to catch 
Hies. Great minds, you will lay, require to be olten unbent, 1 al¬ 
low it: but thofe relaxations might be chcfen, fo as to make idlenefs 
appear in a beautiful light: and Swift w. uld have forfeited a lefs de¬ 
gree of fame by playing many years at pulhj in, (the records of which 
he ccu.d not have printed), than by competing various kinds of non- 
fenfc, which, by his own option, have been honoured with a place in 
his works, Orroj , 
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qualities enough to make her efteemed; but not 
one grain of feeling. I only wifh Ihe were a fool. 

_-I have been feveral months writing near five 

hundred lines on a pleafant fubjeCt, only to tell 
what my friends and enemies will fay on me aftei I 
am dead *. I fhall iinifli it foon ; for I add two 
lines everv week, and blot out four, and alter 
eight. I have brought in you and my other friends, 

as well as enemies and detractors. - It is a great 

comfort to fee how corruption and ill conduct are 
inftrumental in uniting virtuous perfons and lovers 
of their country of all denominations; Whig and 
Tory, High and Low church, as foon as they are 
left to think freely, all joining in opinion. If this 
be diffaffeCtion, pray God fend me always among 
the diffaffeCted ! and l heartily wilh you joy of 
your feurvy treatment at court, which hath given 
you leifure to cultivate both public and private vir¬ 
tue, neither of them likely to be foon met with 
within the walls of St James’s or Weftminfter.— 
But I mult here difmifs you, that I may pay my ac¬ 
knowledgement to the Duke for the great honour 
he hath done me. 

My Lord, 

I could have fworn that my pride would be al¬ 
ways able to preferve me from vanity; of which I 
have been in great danger to be guilty for fome 
months paft, fir ft by the conduct of my Lady 
Du chefs, and now by that of your Grace, which 
had like to nnifh the work. And I lliould certain¬ 
ly hive gone about fixe wing my letters, under the 
charge of fecrecy, to every blab of my acquain¬ 
tance, if I could have the leaf!: hope of prevailing 
on anv of them to believe, that a man in fo obfeure 
a corner, quice thrown out of the pi'efent world, 

* This has been pubiifhcd, and is amor.gft the beft of his poems. 
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and within a few fteps of the next, fliould receive 
fucli condefcending invitations, from two fuch per- 
fons to whom he is an utter ffranger,and who know 
no more of him than what they have heard by the 
partial reprefentations of a friend. But in the 
mean time, I muff defire your Grace not to flatter 
yourfelf, that I waited for your confent to accept 
the invitation. I muA be ignorant indeed, not to 
know, that the Duchefs, ever flnce you met, hath 
been moft politicly emp!o\ed in increafing thofe for¬ 
ces, and fharpeningthel'earms,with whichihefubdu 
ed you at firft, and to which, the braver and the 
wifer you grow, you will more and more l'ubmit. 
Thus I knew myfelf on the fecure fide ; and it was 
a mere piece of good manners to infert that claufe, 
of which you have taken the advantage. But as I 
cannot forebear informing your Grace, that the 
Duchefs’s great fecret in her art of government 
hath been, to reduce both your wills into one ; fo 
I am content, in due obfervance to the foims of the 
world, to return my mod humble thanks to your 
Grace, for fo great a favour as you are pieafed to 
offer me, and which nothing but impoflibilities 
fhall prevent me from receiving; iince 1 am, with 
the greateft reafon, truth, and refpect, my Lord, 
your Grace’s mod obedient, &c. 

Madam, 

I have confulted all the learned in ocult fciences 
of my acquaintance, and have fat up eleven nights 
to dilcover the meaning of thofe two hieroglyphi- 
cal lines in your Grace’s hands at the bottom of the 
laft Aimfbury letter ; but all in vain. Only it is a- 
greed, that the language is Coptic ; and a very 
profound Behmeft allures me, the ffyle is poetic, 
containing an invitation from a very great perfon of 
the female fex, to a ftrange kind of man whom Ihe 
never faw ; and this is all I can And ; which, after 
lb many former invitations, will ever confirm me 

in 
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in that refpect wherewith I am, Madam, your 
Grace’s molt obedient, fee. 


LETTER LVII. 

Mr. GAY to Dr. SWIFT. 

Dec. 1. 1731, 

Y OU ufed to complain that Mr Pope and I 
would not let you fpeak; you may now be 
even with me, and take it out in writing. If you 
don’t lend to me now and then, the poft-office will 
think me of no confequence, for I have no corre- 
Ipondent but you. You may keep as far from us 
as you pleafe : you cannot be forgotten by thofe 
who ever knew you ; and therefore pleafe me, by 
fometimes (hewing that I am not forgot by you. I have 
nothing to take me off from my friendfhip to you. 
I leek no new acquaintance, and court no favour; 
I fpend no (hillings in coaches or chairs, to levees 
or great viifits ; and, as I don’t want the afliftance 
of l’ome that I formerly converfed with, I will not 
fo much as feem to feek to be a dependent. As to 
my (tudies, I have not been entirely idle, though I 
cannot fay that I have yet perfected any thing. 
What I have done is fomething in the way of thofe 
fables I have already publilhed. All the money I 
get is by faving; fo that by habit there may be fome 
hopes (if 1 grow richer) of my becoming a mifer. 
All mifers have their excufes; the motive to my 
parfimony is independence. If I were to be reprefent- 
ed by the Duchefs, ((lie isfuch a downright niggard 
for me), this character might not be allowed me; 
but I really think I am covetous enough for any 
who lives at the court end of the town, and who is 
as poor as myfelf : for I dont’t pretend that I am 

equally 
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equally faving with S-k. Mr. Lewis defined 

you might be told, that he hath five pounds of 
yours in his hands, which he fancies you may have 
forgot; for he will hardly allow that a verfe man 
can have a juft knowledge of his own affairs. When 
you got rid of your law-fuit, I was in hopes that 
you had got your own, and was free from every 
vexation of the law ; but Mr. Pope tells me, you are 
not entirely out of your own perplexity’, tho’ you 
have the fecurity now in your own poifeffion But 
Rill your cafe is not fo bad as Captain Gulliver’s, 
who was ruined by having a decree for him with 
cofts. I have had an injunction for me againft pi¬ 
rating bookfellers; which I am fure to get nothing 
by, and will, I fear, in the end drain me of fome 
money. When I began this profecution, I fancied 
there would be fomc end of it; but the law ftill 
goes on; and it is probable I ihall fome time or o- 
tlier fee an attorney’s bill as long as the book. Poor 
Duke Dilney is dead, and hath left what he had a- 
raong his friends ; among whom are Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, 500 1.; Mr. Pelham, 500 1. ; bir Wil¬ 
liam Wyndham’s youngeft fon, 500 1. ; Gen. Hill, 
50c!.; Lord Maffam’s fon, 500 l. 

You have the good wiflies of thofe I convcrfe 
with. They know they gratify me, when they re¬ 
member you ; but I really think they do it purely 
for your own fake. I am fatisfied with the love 
and friendfhip of good men, and envy not the de- 
merrs of thofe who are moft confpicuoufly diftin- 
guifhed. Therefore, as I fet a juft value upon your 
friendfhip, you cannot pleafe me more, than letting 
me now and then know that you remember me ; the 
only fatisfaCtion of diftant friends ! 

P. S. Mr. Gay’s is a good letter ; mine will be a 
very dull one; and yet what you will think the 
worft of it, is what fliould be its excufe, that I 
write in a headach that has lafted three days. I 

am 






















5 6 LETTERS TO AND Let. 57; 

am never ill but I think of your ailments, and re 
pine that they mutually hinder our being together; 
though in one point 1 am apt to differ from you ; 
for you fhun your friends when you are in thole 
circuinftances, and I defire them ; your way is the 

more generous, mine the more tender. Lady- 

took your letter very kindly ; for I had prepared 
her to expert no anfwer under a twelvemonth; but 
kindnefs perhaps is a word not applicable to cour¬ 
tiers. However, fhe is an extraordinary woman 
there, who will do you common juftice. For God’s 
lake, why all this fcruple about Lord B-’s keep¬ 

ing your horfes, who has a park: or about my 
keeping you on a pint of wine a day ? We are infi¬ 
nitely richer than you imagine. John Gay {hall 
help me to entertain you, though you come like 

King Lear with fifty knights - I hough fucli 

proiperts as I wilh cannot now be formed, for fix¬ 
ing you with us, time may provide better before 
you part again. The old Lord may die, the bene¬ 
fice may drop, or, at worft, you may carry me in¬ 
to Ireland You will fee a work of Lord B-’s 

and one of mine ; which, with a juft neglect of the 
prefent age, confult only pofterity; and, with a 
noble fcorn of politics, afpire to philofophy. I am 
glad you refolve to meddle no more with the low 
concerns and interefts of parties, even of countries, 
(for countries are but larger parties). Quid verum 
atque dccens , curare , et rogare> noftrum fit . I am 
much pleafed with your defign upon Rouchefou- 
cault’s maxim ; pray finilh it *. Iam happy when¬ 
ever you join your names together. So would Dr. 
Arbuthnot be ; but at this time he can be pleafed 
with nodiing; for his darling fon is dying in all 

* The poem on his own death, formed upon a maxim of Roche- 
foucault. It is one of the bed of his performances, but very cha- 
ra&eriftic. It'arb, 
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probability, by the melancholy account I received 
this morning. 

The paper you alk me about is of little value. It 
might have been afeafonable fatire upon the fcanda- 
lous language and paffion with which men of con¬ 
dition have Hooped to treat one another. Surely 
they facrifice too much to the people, when they 
iacrifice their own characters, families, &c, to the 
diverfion of that rabble of readers. I agree with 
you in my contempt of molt popularity, fame, 
<bc. ; even as a writer I am cool in it; and when¬ 
ever you fee what I am now writing, you’ll be con¬ 
vinced I would pleafehut a few, and if I could, make 
mankind lefs admirers, and greater reafoners f. I 
ftudy much more to render my own portion of be¬ 
ing eafy, and to keep this peevilh frame of the hu¬ 
man body in good humour. Infirmities have not 
quite unmanned me ; and it will delight you to hear 
they are not increafed, though not diminifhed. I 
thank God, I do not very much want people to 
attend me, though my mother now cannot. When 
I am lick, I lie down ; and when I am better, I rife 
up: I am ufed to the headach, <bc. If greater 
pains arrive, (fuch as my late rheuraatifm), the 
fervants bathe and plaifter me, or the furgeon fca- 
rifies me; and 1 bear it, becaufe I muft. This is 
the evil of nature, not of fortune. I am juft now 
as well as when you was here : I pray God you 
were no worfe. I fincerely wifh my life were pall¬ 
ed near you ; and, fuch as it is, I would net repine 

at it.-* All you mention, remember you, and 

.wifh you here. 

f The poem he means is the Eflay on man. But this point he could 
never gain. His readers would admire his poetry in fpite oV him, 
2nd would not underhand his reafoning after all his pains. IVarb. 
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LETTER LVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mr. GAY. 

Dublin , May 4. 1732. 

T AM now as lame as when you writ your letter, 
and almoft as lame as your Letter itfelf, for want 
of that limb from n.y Lady Duchefs which you 
promifed y and without which I wonder how it could 
limp hither. I am not in a condition to make a true 
ftep even on Ajmibury downs; and I declare, 
that a corporeal falfc ftep is worfe than a po¬ 
litical one ; nay worfe than a thoufand political ones; 
for which I appeal to courts and minifters, who 
hobble on and profper, without the fenfe of feel¬ 
ing. To talk of riding and walking, is infulting 
me ; for I can as foon ily as do either. It is your 
pride or lazinefs, more than chair-hire, that makes 
the town expenfive. No honour is loft by Avalking 
in the dark; and in the day, you may'becken a 
blackguard boy under a gate, near your vifiting 
place, ( experto credt ), fave eleven pence, and get 
half a crown’s worth of health. The worft of my 
prefent misfortune is, that I eat and drink, and 
can digeft neither for want of exercife ; and, to in- 
cfeafe my mifery, the knaves are fure to lind me at 
home, and make huge void fpace§ in my cellars. I 
congratulate with you, for iofing your great ac¬ 
quaintance. In fuch a cafe, philosophy teaches, 
that we mu ft fubmit, and be content with good ones. 
I like Lord Cornbury’s refufing his penfion ; but I 
demur at his being elected for Oxford ; which I 
conceive is wholly changed, and entirely devoted to 
new principles ; io it appeared to me the two la ft 
times I was there. 


I find 
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I find, by the whole caft of your letter, that you 
are as giddy and as volatile as ever ; jult the reverie 
of Mr. Pope, who hath always loved a domeftic 
life from his youth. I was going to wilh you had 
fome little place that you could call your own ; but 
I profefs I do not know you well enough to con¬ 
trive any one fyftem of life that would pleafe you. 
\ ou pretend to preach up riding and walking to the 
Ducliefs; yet, from my knowledge of you after 
twenty years, you always joined a violent defire of 
perpetually Shifting places and company, with a 
rooted lazinels, and an utter impatience of faiigue. 
A coach and fix horfes is the utmoft exercile vou 
can bear, and this only when you can fill it with 
fucli company as is belt fiuited to your tafte; and 
how glad would you be, if it could waft you in. the 
air to avoid jolting ? while I, who ain fo much later 
in life, can, or at leaft could, ride 500 miles on a 
trotting horfe. It ou mortally hate writing, only 
becaufe it is the thing you chiefly ought to do ; as 
well to keep up the vogue you have in the world, 
as to make you eafy in your fortune. You arc 
merciful to every thing but money, your beft friend, 
whom you treat with inhumanity. Be allured, I 
will hire people to watch all your motions, and to 
return me a faithful account Tell me, have you 
cured your abfence of mind ? Can you attend to 
trifles ? Can you at Aimfbury write domeftic libels 
to divert the family, and neighbouring Yquires for 
five miles round ? or venture lo far on liorfeback, 
without apprehending a ftumble at every ftep ? Can 
you fet the footmen a-laughing as they wait at din¬ 
ner? and do the Duchefs’s women admire your 
wit ? In what efteem are you with the vicar of the 
parifh ? Can you play with him at backgammon ? 
Have the farmers found out, that you cannot dil- 
tinguifh rye from barley, or an oak from a crab- 
tree ? You are fenfible, that I know the full extent 
H 2 erf 
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of your country-lkill is in fifhing for roaches, or 
gudgeons at the higheft. 

I love to do you good offices with your friends; 
and therefore defire you will fhow this letter to the 
Duchefs, to improve her Grace’s good opinion of 
your qualifications, and convince her how ufeful 
you are like to be in the family. Her Grace 
fhall have the honour of my correfpondence again 
when fhe goes to Aimfbury. Hear a piece of I- 
rilh news. I buried the famous General Meredyth’s 
father lafi night in my cathedral; he was ninety- 
fix years old : fo that Mrs. Pope may live feven 
years longer. You faw Mr. Pope in health; pray 
is he generally more healthy than when I was 
mongft you? I would know how your own health 
is, and how much wine you drink in a day. My 
flint in company is a pint at noon, and half as 
much at night; but I often dine at home like a 
hermit, and then I drink little or none at all. Yet 
I differ from you; for I would have fociety, if I 
could get what I like, people of middle underftand- 
ing, and middle rank. Adieu. 


LETTER LIX. 


Dublin , July 10. 1732. 

T HAD your letter by Mr. Ryves a long time af- 
-*■ ter the date, for I iuppofe he flaid long in the 
way. I am glad you determine upon fomething. 
There is no writing I efteem more than fables, nor 
any thing fo difficult to fucceed in; which however 
you have done excellently well; and I have often 
admired your happinefs in fuch a kind of perfor¬ 
mance, which I have frequently endeavoured at in 
vain. I remember I adfed as you feem to hint. I 

found 
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found a moral firft, and ftudied for a fable; but 
could do nothing that pleafed me, and fo left off 
that fcheme for ever. I remember one, which was, 
to reprefent what fcoundrels rile in armies by a long 
war ; wherein I fuppofcd the lion was engaged, 
and having loll: all his animals of worth, at laftber- 
jeant Hog came to be a Brigadier, and Corporal 
Als a Colonel, &c. I agree with you like wife a- 
bout getting fomething by the Rage; which, when 
it fucceeds, is the beft crop for poetry in England. 
But pray take lbme new fcheme, quite different 
from auy thing you have already touched. The 
prefent humour of the players, who hardly (as I 
was told in London) regard any new play, and 
your prefent flotation at the court, are the difficulties 
to be overcome; but thefe circumftances may have 
altered (at leaft the former) fince I left you. My 
fcheme was, to pafs a month at Aimfbury, and then 
go to Twickenham, and live a winter between that 
and Dawley, and fometimes at Rifkins; without 
going to London, where I now can have no occa- 
iional lodgings. But I am not yet in any condition 
for fkch removals. 1 would fain have you get e- 
nough againft you grow old, to have two or three 
fervants about you, and a convenient houfe. It is 
hard to want thofe fubfidia fenetiuti , when a man 
grows hard to pleafe, and few people care whether 
he be pleafed or no. I have a large houfe ; yet 
I lhould hardly prevail to find one vifitor, if I were 
not able to hire him with a bottle of wine: fo that 
when I am not abroad on horfcback, I generally 
dine alone, and am thankful if a friend will pals 
the evening with me. I am now with the remain¬ 
der of my pint before me, and lb here’s your health, 
— and the fecond and chief is to my Tunbridge ac¬ 
quaintance, my Lady Duchefs.-And I tell you, 

that I fear my Lord Bolingbroke, and Mr. Pope, a 
couple of philofopers, would ftarve me ; for even of 
• Port-wine I fhoukl require half a pint a day, and 

as 
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as much at night: and you were growing as bad, 
unlefs your Duke and Duchefs have mended you. 
Your colic is owing to intemperance of the philo¬ 
sophical kind ; you eat without care ; and if you 
drink lefs than I, you drink too little. But your in¬ 
attention l cannot pardon, becaufe 1 imagined the 
caufe was removed; for I thought it lay in your 
forty millions of - Schemes, by court-hopes and 
court-fears. Yet Mr Pope has the fame defeat, 
and it is of all others the moR mortal to conversa¬ 
tion ; neither is my Lord Bolingbroke untinged with 
it; all for want of my rule, Five la Bagatelle ! But 
the Do&or is the king of inattention. What 
a vexatious life lhould I lead among you? If the 
Duchefs be a reveufe, I will never come to Aimfbu- 
ry ; or, if I do, I will run away from you both, to 
one of her women, and the Reward and chaplain. 

Madam, 

I mentioned Something to Mr Gay of a Tun¬ 
bridge acquaintance, whom we forget of courfe 
when we return to town ; and yet I am afliired, that 
if they meet again next Summer, they have a better 
title to reSume their commerce. Thus I look on 
my right of corresponding with your Grace, to be 
better eftablilhed upon your return to Aimfbury ; 
and I fhall at this time deScend to forget, or at leaft 
Sul pend my reSentments of your neglect all the time 
you were in London. I Rill keep in my heart, that 
Mr. Gay had no Sooner turned his back, than you 
left the place in his letter void which he had com¬ 
manded you to fill ; though your guilt confounded 
you So far. that you wanted prefence of mind to 
blot out the laR line, where that command Rared 
you in the face. But it is my misfortune, to quarrel 
with all my acquaintance, and always come by the 
worR : and Fortune is ever againR me ; but never 
So much as by purfuing me out of mere partiality 
to your Grace, for which you are to anfwer. By 

your 
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your connivance, fhe hath pleafed, by one Rumble 
on the ftairs, to give me a lamencfs that fix months 
have not been able perfectly to cure: and thus l 
am prevented from revenging myfelf, by continuing 
a month at Aimfbury, and breeding confufion in 
your Grace’s family. No difappointment through 
my whole life hath been io vexatious by many de¬ 
grees ; and G cl knows whether I lhall ever live to 
fee the invifible lady to whom l was obliged for fo 
many favours, and whom I never beheld iince fhe 
was a brat in hanging Reeves. 1 am, and fhall be 
ever, with the greateft-refpect and gratitude, Ma- 
dam, your Grace s molt obedient and molt humble. 
See. 


V 

LETTER LX. 

Dublin , Aug. 12. 1732. 

T Know not what to fay to the account of your 
ftewardfhip ; and it is monftrous to me, that the 
South-fea {hould psy half their debts at one clap. 
But I will fend for the money when you put me in¬ 
to the way; for I {hall want it here, my affairs be¬ 
ing in a bad condition, by the miferies of the king¬ 
dom, and my own private fortune being wholly em¬ 
broiled, and worfe than ever; fo that I fhall foon 
petition the Duchefs, as an objeft of charity, to 
lend me three or four thoufand pounds to keep up 
my dignity. My one hundred pound will buy me 
fix hogfheads of wine, which will fupport me a 
year ; provifes frugis in annum copia. Horace deilred 
no more ; for I will confrrue frugis to be wine. You 
are young enough to get fome lucky hint, which 
muft come by chance, and it {hall be a thing of 
importance, quod et hunc in annum vivat et in f lures; 
and you fhall not finifli it in halte, and it fhall be 

diverting, 
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diverting, and ufefully fatirical, and the Duchels 
fhall be your critic ; and, betwixt you and me, I do 
not find the will grow weary of you till this time fe- 
ven years I had lately an offer to change for an 
Englilli living, which 'is juft too fhort by 300 1 . a- 
year: and that muft be made up out of the Du- 
chefs’s pin money, before 1 can confent. I want 
to be minifter of Aimfbury, Dawley, Twicken¬ 
ham, Riikins, and prebendary of Weftminfter; 
elfe I will not flir a ftep, but content myfelf with 
making the Du chefs milerable three months next 
Turn met*. But I keep ill company; 1 mean the 
Duchefs and you, who are both out of favour ; and 
To I find am I, by a few verfes wherein Pope and 

you have your parts. You hear Dr. D-y has 

got a wife with 1600 1. a-year ; I, who am his go¬ 
vernor, cannot take one under two thoufand. I 
wifli you would inquire of fuch a one in your 
neighbourhood See what it is to write godly 
books! I profefs I envy you above all men in 
England. You want nothing but three thoufand 
pounds more to keep you in plenty, when your 
friends grow weary of you. To prevent which laft 
evil at Aimfbury, you muft learn to domineer and 
be peevifh, to find fault with their victuals and 
drink, to chide and diredt their fervants, with fome 
other lelTons which I fhall teach you, and always 
practifed myfelf with fuccefs. 1 believe I formerly 
defired to know, whether the vicar of Aimfbury 
can play at backgammon. Pray aik him the que*- 
ftion, and give him my fervice. 

To tlx Duchefs . 


Madam, 

I was the molt unwary creature in the world, 
when, again ft my old maxims, I writ firft to you 
upon your return to Tu ibridge. I beg that this 
condefcenlion of mine may go no farther, and that 
2 you 
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you will not pretend to make a precedent of it. I 
never knew any man cured of any inattention, al¬ 
though the pretended caufes were removed. When 
I was with Mr. Gay laft in London, talking with 
with him on fome poetical fubjeefs, he would an- 
fwer, “ Well, I am determined not to accept the 
“ employment of gentleman-uflier : ” and of the 
fame difpofition were all my poetical friends ; and 

if you cannot cure him, I utterly delpair._ 

As to yourfelf, I would fay to 'you, (though 

companions be odious) what I faid to the_, 

that your quality lhould be never any motive of 
efteem to me : my compliment was then lolt, but 
it will not be fo to you. For I know you more by 
any one of your letters than I could by fix months 
converfing. Your pen is always more natural, and 
finceie and unafiecicd than your tongue : in writing 
you are too lazy to give yourfelf the°trouble of act¬ 
ing a part : and have indeed acted fo indifcreetly, 
that I have you at mercy: and altho’you lhould’ 
arrive to fuch a height of immorality as to deny 
your hand, yet whenever I produce it, the world 
will unite in fwearing this muft come from you 
only. 

I will anfwer your queftion. Mr. Gay is not dif- 
creet enough to live alone; but he is too dilcreet 
to live alone ; and yet, (unlel’s you mend him) he 
will live alone even in your Grace’s company. 
Your quarrelling with each other upon the fubje'et 
of bread and butter, is the molt ufual thing in the 
world. Parliaments, courts, cities, and kingdoms, 
quarrel for no other caufe : from hence, and from 
hence only, arife all the quarrels between Whig and 
Tory : between thofe who are in the minillry,° and 
thofe who are out; between all pretenders to em¬ 
ployment in the church, the law, and the army. 
Even the common proverb teaches you this, when 
we fay, It is none of my bread and butter ; mean¬ 
ing it is no bufinefs of mine. Therefore I defpair 
Vol.X. I * 













(6 LETTERS TO AND ' Let. 66 . 

of any reconcilement between you till the affair of 
bread and butter be adjufted, wherein I would 
gladly be a mediator. If Mahomet Ihould come to 
the mountain, how happy would an excellent lady 
be, who lives a few miles from this town ? As l 
was telling of Mr. Gay’s way of living at Aiml- 
bury, fhe offered fifty guineas to have you both at 
her houfe for one hour over a bottle of Burgundy, 
which we were then drinking. To your queftion I 
anfwer, that your Grace Ihould puli me by the fleeve 
till you tore it off; and when you faid you were 
weary of me, I would pretend to be deaf, and 
think (according to another proverb) that you tore 
my cloaths to keep me from going I nevei will 
believe one word you fay of mv Lord Duke, un- 
ltfs I fee three or four lines in his own hand at the 
bottom of your’s. I have a concern in the whole 
family, and Mr. Gay muft give me a particular 
account of'every branch; for 1 am not afhamed of 
you though you be Duke and Duchefs, though I 
have been of others who are, &c.; and I do not 
doubt but even your own fervants love you, even 
down to your poftilions; and when I come to 
Aimfburv, before I fee your Grace, I will have an 
hour’s converfation with the vicar, who will tell 
me how familiarly you talk to Goody Dobfon and all 
the neighbours, as if you were their equal, and that 
vou were godmother to her Ion Jacky. 

I am, and (hall be ever, with the greateft re- 
fpeft, your Grace’s mod obedient, &c. 


LET, 
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LETTER LXI. 


Dublin , 03 . 3. 1731. 


T Ufually write to friends after a paufe of a few 
weeks, that I may not interrupt them in bet¬ 
ter company, better thoughts, and better diver- 
lions. I believe I have told you of a great man, 
who faid to me, that he never once in his life re¬ 
ceived a good letter from Ireland : for which there 
are reafons enough, without affronting our un- 
derftandings. For there is not one perfon out of 
this country, who regards any events that pafshcre, 
unlefs he hath an eftate or employment.-1 can¬ 

not tell, that you or I ever gave the leaft provoca¬ 
tion to the prefent miniftry, much lefs to the 
court; and yet I am ten times more out of favour 
than you. For my own part, I do not fee the 
politic of opening common letters, directed to 
perfons generally known ; for a man’s underftand- 
ing would be very weak to convey fecrets by the 
poft, if he knew any ; which I declare I do not : 
and, befides, I think the world is already fo well 
informed by plain events, that I quftion whether 
the minifters have any fecrets at all. Neither 
would I be under any apprehenfion if a letter 
fhould be fent me full of treafon; becaufe I cannot 
hinder people from writing what they pleafe, nor 
fending it to me ; and although it fhould be dis¬ 
covered to have been opened before it came to my 
hand, I would only burn it, and think no further. 
I approve of the fcheme you have to grow fome- 
what richer, though, I agree, you will meet with 
difeouragements; and it is reafonable you fhould. 


I 2 
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conlidering what kind of pens are at this time only 
employed and encouraged. For you muft allow, 
that the bad painter was in the right, who, having 
painted a cock, drove away all the cocks and hens, 
and even the chickens, for fear thofe who paffed 
by his fliop might make a companion with his 
work. And I will fay one thing in fpite of the 
poft-officers, that ilnce wit and learning began to 
be made life of in our kingdoms, they were never 
profeffedly thrown aiide, contemned, and punifh'- 
ed, till within your own memory; nor dulnels and 
ignorance ever fo openly encouraged and pro¬ 
moted. In anfwer to what you fay of my living 
among you, if I could do it to my cafe ; perhaps 
you have heard of a fcheme for an exchange in 
Ikrkflhire propofed by two of our friends ; bur, 
befides the difficulty of adjufting certain circum- 
ftances, it would not anfwer. I am at a time of 
life that feeks eafe and independence ; you will 
hear mv reafons when you fee thole friends ; and 
I concluded them with laying, that I would ra¬ 
ther be a freeman among flaves than a flave among 
freeman. The dignity of my prefent ftation 
damps the pertnefs of inferior puppies and ’fquires, 
which, without plenty and eafe on your fide the 
channel, would break my heart in a month. 

Madam, 

See what it is to live where I do. I am utterly 
ignorant of that fame Strado del Poe ; and yet, if 
that author he againft lending or giving money, I 
cannot but think him a good courtier : which I am 
fure your Grace is not no not fo much as to be a 
maid of honour. For I am certainly informed, 
that you are neither a freethinker, nor can fell 
bargains ; that you can neither fpell, nor talk, nor 
write, nor think like a courtier ; that you pretend' 
to be refpected for qualities which have been out 
of failiion ever fince you were almolf in your 

cradle; 
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cradle ; that your contempt for a fine petticoat is 
an infallible mark of difaffe&ion ; which is further 
confirmed by your ill tafte for wit, in preferring 
two old fafhioncd poets before Duck or Cibber. Be^ 
fides, you fipell in fuch a manner as no court lady 
can read, and write in fuch an old falhioned ftyle 

as none of them can underhand_You need not 

be in pain about Mr. Gay’s fiock of health. I 
promifevou he will fpend it all upon lazinefs, and 
run deep in debt by a winter’s repole in town ; 
therefore I intreat your Grace will order him to' 
move his chops lefs and his legs more the fix cold 
months, elfe he will fpend all his money in phyfic 
and coach hire. I am in much perplexity, about your 
Grace s declaration, of the manner in which you 
dilpofe what you call your love and refpecl, which 
you fay are not paid to merit, but to your own 
humour. Now, Madam, my misfortune is, that I 
have nothing to plead but abundance of merit : 
and there goes an ugly oblervation, that the hu¬ 
mour of ladies is apt to change. Now, Madam, 
if I 111ould go to Aimlbury,. with a great load of 
merit and your Grace happen to be out of hu¬ 
mour, and will not purchale my merchandife at 
the price of your refpedl, the goods may be da¬ 
maged, and no body elfe will take them off my 
hands. Belides, you have declared Mr. Gay to 
hold the firft part, and I but the fecond ; which is 
hard treatment, iince I (hall be the neweft acquain 
tance bv fome years ; and I will appeal to all the 
relt of your fex, whether lucli an innovation ought 
to be allowed. I fhould be ready to fay in the 
common forms, that I was much obliged to the 
lady whowiihed fhe could give me the bed living* 
See if I did not vehemently fufpect it was the veiy 
fame lady who fpoke many things tome in the fame 
ftyle ; and alfo with regard to the gentleman at 
your elbow when you writ, whofe dupe he was, as 
well as of her waiting-woman : but they were both 

arrant 
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arrant knaves, as I told him and a third friend, 
though they will not believe it to this day. I de¬ 
lire to prefent my moft humble refpefts to my Lord 
Duke ; and with my heartieft prayer for the pro- 
fperity of the whole family, remain your Grace s,- 
&c. 


2St®##4r8*4r#***Si*®**®***®®*®*®^ 

LETTER LXII. 

To Mr. POPE. 

Dublin y June 12. 1732. 

I Doubt, habit hath little power to reconcile us 
with ficknefs attended by pain. W ith me, the 
lownels of fpirits hath a moft unhappy effe<ft ; I am 
grown lels patient with folitude, and harder to be 
pleafed with company ; which I could formeily 
better digeft, when I could be eafier without it than 
at prefent. As to fending you any thing that I have 
written fince I left you, (either verle or profe), I 
can only fay, that 1 have ordered by my will, that 
all my papers of any kind fhall be delivered you to 
difpole of as you pleafe. I have feveral things that 
I have had fchemes to finifh, or to attempt; but I 
very fooliihly put oft the trouble, as ftnneis do 
their repentance : for I grow every day more averie 
from writing, which is very natural; and when I 
take a pen, fay to myfelf a thoufand times, Aon ejl 
tanti . As to thofe papers of four or five years 
paft, that you are pleafed to require loon ; they 
confift of little accidental things writ in the coun-* 
try ; family amufements never intended further 
than to divert ourfelves and fome neighbours ; or 
fome effects of anger on public grievances here, 
which would be inligrtificant out of this kingdom. 
Two or three of us had a fancy, three years ago. 
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to write a weekly paper, and called it an Intelli¬ 
gencer : but it continued not long ; for the whole 
volume (it was reprinted in London, and I find you 
have feen it) was the work only of two, mvfelf "and 
Dr. Sheridan. If we could have got fome ingeni¬ 
ous young man to have been die manager, who 
fhould have publiflied all that might be lent to him, 
it might have continued longer, for there were 
hints enough. But the printer here * could not 
afford fuch a young man one farthing for his trou¬ 
ble, the fale being fo fmall, and the price one half¬ 
penny; and fo it dropt. In the volume you law, 
(to anfwer your queftions), the ift, 3d, 5th, and 
7th, were mine. Of the 8th I writ only the verfes, 
(very uncorreft, but againft a fellow we all hated); 
the 9th mine ; the 10th only the verfes, and of 
thofe not the four lad: flovenly lines. The 15th is 
a pamphlet of mine, printed before with Dr. S — ’s 
preface, merely for lazinefs not to difappoint the 
town ; and fo was the 19th, which contains only a 
parcel of fa£ls relating purely to the mileries of 
Ireland, and wholly ufelefs and unentertaining f. 
As to other things of mine fince I left you ; there 
are, in profe, a view of the Rate of Ireland ; a 
project for eating children ; and a defence of Lord 

Carteret: in verfe, a libel on Dr. D-and Lord 

Carteret; a letter to Dr. D- on the libels writ 

againft him ; the barrack, (a ftolen copy) ; the la¬ 
dy's journal; the lady's drefting-room, (a ftolen 
copy) ; the place of the damned f, (a ftolen 
copy). All thefe have been printed in London. 
(I forgot to tell you, that the tale of Sir Ralph 
was fent from England). Befides thefe, there 
are five or fix (perhaps more) papers of verfes 
writ in the north ; but perfect family-things, two 

^ John Hjrding. 

f Sec vol. 4. p. 1S0. note on the Intelligencer, No. 1. 

1 See vol. 8. p. 193. 
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or three of which may be tolerable ; the reft but 
indifferent, and the humour only local, and lome 
that would give offence to the times. Such as they 
are, I will bring them, tolerable or bad, il I reco¬ 
ver this lamenefs, and live long enough to fee you 
either here or there. I forget again to tell you, 
that the fcheme of paying debts by a tax on vices, 
is not one lyllable mine, but of a young clergyman 
whom I countenance. He told me it was built on 
a paffage in Gulliver, where a projector hath fome- 
thing upon the fame thought. Thi*young man is 
the moft hopeful we have: a book of his poems 

was printed in London ; Dr. 1 )-is one of his 

patrons : he is married, and has children, and 
makes up about 100 1. a-year, on which he lives 
decently. The utmoft ftretch of his ambition is, 
to gather up as much fuperfluous money as will 
give him a fight of you, and half an hour of your 
prefence; after which he will return home in full 
latisfaftiou and in proper time to die in peace. 

My poetical fountain is drained ; and I profefs I 
grow gradually fo dry, that a rhyme with me is al- 
moft as hard to find as a guinea; and even profe 
fpeculations tire me almoft as much. Yet I have a 
thing in profe, begun above twenty-eight years ago, 
and almoft finished. It will make a four-fhilling 
volume ; and is fuch a perfection of folly, that you 
Shall never hear of it till it is printed, and then you 
fhall be left to guefs Nav, I have another + 
of the fame age, which will require a long time 
to perfeCt, and is worfe than the former, in 
which I will ferve you the lame way. I heard 

lately from Mr„ -, who promifes to be lefs 

lazy in order to mend his fortune. But women 
who live by their beauty, and men by their wit, 
are fcldom provident enough to corffider, that both 

* Polite conversation, vol. 9. p. 90. 

■f DiretYiuns to Servants, vot. 9. p. 176. 
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wit and beauty will go off with vears, and there is 
no living upon the credit of what is part. 

I am in great concern to hear of my Lady Bo- 
lingbroke’s ill health returned upon her ; and, I 
doubt, my Lord will find Dawley too folitary with¬ 
out her. In that, neither he nor you are compa¬ 
nions young enough for me ; and f believe the belt 
part of the reafon why men are Laid to grow chil¬ 
dren when they are old, is becaufe they cannot tn- 
tertain themfelves with thinking ; which is the very 
cafe of little boys and girls, who love to be noilv 
among their play-fellows. I am told Mrs. Pope is 
without pain ; and I have not heard of a more gen¬ 
tle decay, without uneafinefs to herielf or friends : 
yet I cannot but pity you, who are ten times the 
greater fufferer, by having the perfon you molt 
love fo long before you and dying daily ; and I 
pray God it may not affect your mind or your 
health. 




LETTER LXIII. 

Mr. POPE to Dr. SWIFT * ** . 

Dec . 5. 1732. 

TT is not a time to complain that you have not an- 
* iwered me two letters, (in the laft of which I was 
impatient under fome fears). It is not now indeed 
a time to think of myfelf, when one of the neareft 
and longelt ties I have ever had, is broken all on a 
fudden, by the unexpe£ted death of poor Mr. Gay. 


* u On my dear friend Mr. Gay’s death. Received December 15 
“ but not read till the 20th, by an impulfe, foreboding fomc misfi-r- 

** tu ” c * [This note is indorfed <}n the original letter in Dr. Swift’s 
bandj. Pope . 
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An inflammatory fever hurried him out of this life 
in three days. He died laft night at nine o'clock, 
not deprived of his fenfes entirely at laft, and pof- 
je fling them perfectly till within five hours. He 
a Iked of you a few hours before, when in acute 
torment by the inflammation in his bowels and 
bread. His eftefts are in the Duke of Queenfber- 
ry’s cuftodv. His fillers, we fuppofe, will be his 
heirs, who are two widows ; as yet it is not known 

whether or no he left a will.-Good God ! how 

often are we to die before we go quite oft* this ftage ? 
In every friend we lofe a part of ourfelyes, and 
the beft part. God keep thofe we have left! few 
are worth praying for, and one’s fclf the lea ft of 
all. 

I fhall never fee you now, I believe; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he 
was the moll amiable by far, his qualities were the 
gcntleft ; but I love you as well and as firmly. 
Would to God the man we have loft had not been 
fo amiable, nor fo good! but that’s a wifh for our 
own fakes, not for his. Sure, if innocence and 
integrity can deferve happinefs, it muft be his. 
Adieu. I can add nothing to what you will feel, 
and diminifh nothing from it. Yet write to me, 
and foon. Believe no man now living loves you 
better, I believe no man ever did, than 

A. Pope 

Dr. Arbuthnot, wliofe humanity you know, 
heartily commends himfelf to you. All poftible 
diligence and afte&ion has been ihown, and conti¬ 
nued attendance, on this melancholy occafton. 
Once more adieu, and write to one who is truly 
di Icon folate. 


P. S. 
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P. Ey Dr. Arbuthnot. 

Dear Sir, 

I am forry that the renewal of our correfpon- 
dence fhould be upon fuck a melanchclly occasion. 
Poor Mr. Gay .died of an inflammation, and, be¬ 
lieve, at lafl a mortification of the bowels, it was 
the 1110ft precipitate cafe I ever knew, having cut 
him off in three days. He was attended by two 
phyficians befides myfelf. I believed the diftemper 
mortal from the beginning. I have not had the 
pleafure of a line from you thefe two years ; I wrote 
one about your health/to which I had no anfwer. 
I wilh you all health and happinefs ; being, with 
great affection and refpedt, Sir, 

Your, 6r. 

LETTER LXIV. 

Dublin, 1732-3. 

T Received yours, with a few lines from the Doctor, 
A and the account of our lofing Mr. Gay ; upon 
which event I fhall fay nothing. I am only concerned 
that long living hath not hardened me : for even 
in this kingdom, and in a few days paft, two per¬ 
sons of great merit. Whom I loved very well, have 
died in the prime of their years, but a little above 
thirty. I would endeavour to comfort myfelf upon 
the lofs of friends, as I do upon the lofs of money; 
by turning to my account-book, and feeing whether 
I have enough left for my lupport : but in the for¬ 
mer cafe I And I have not, any more than in the 
other ; and I know not any man who is in a great¬ 
er likelihood than myfelf to die poor and friend- 
lefs. You are a much greater lofer than me by his 
K 2 death, 
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death, as being a more intimate friend, and often 
his companion : which latter I could never hope to 
be, except perhaps once more in my life for a piece 
of a iummer. I hope he hath left you the care of 
any writings he may have left ; and I wMh, that, 
with thole already extent, they could be all publifh- 
ed in a fair edition under your infpection. Your 
poem on the ufe of riches hath been julf printed 
here ; and we have no objection but the obfeuritv 
ot leverai* paffages by our ignorance in fadts and 
perions, which makes us lofs abundance of the fa- 
tire, Had the printer given me notice, I would have 
honeftly printed the names at length, where I hap¬ 
pened to know them and writ explanatory notes • 
which however would have been but few, for my 
long abfence hath made me ignorant of what palTes 
out of the feene where l am. I never had the leaft 
hint from you about this work, any more than of 
your former, upon tafte. We are told here, that 
you are preparing other pieces of the fame bulk, 
to be inferibed to other friends; one (for inftance) 
to my Lord Bolingbroke, another to Lord Oxford, 

and lo on.-Dr Delany prefents you his moft 

humble fervice. He behaves himfelf very com* 
mendably ; converfes only with his former friends^ 
makes no parade, but entertains them conftantly at 
an elegant plentiful table ; walks the ftreets-, as 
uiuah by day-light ; does many acts of charity and 
generoilty ; cultivates a country-houfe two miles 
diltant : and is one of thofe veiy few, within my 
knowledge, on whom a great accefs of fortune 
hath made no manner of change. And, particu¬ 
larly, he is often without money, as he was before. 
We have got my Lord Orrery among us, being 
forced to continue here on the ill-condition of his 
eftate, by the knavery of an agent. He is a mofl 
worthy gentleman, whom, I hope you will be ac¬ 
quainted with. I am very much obliged by your 
favour to Mr. P-; which I defire may conti¬ 
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nue no longer than he fhall deferve by his modefty; 
a virtue I never knew him to want, but is hard for 
young men to keep, without abundance of ballaft. 
If you are acquainted with the Duchefs of Queenf- 
berry, I defire you will prelent her my moll hum¬ 
ble fervice. I think fhe is a greater lofer by the 
death of a friend than either oi us. She leems a 
lady of excellent fenfc and fpirit. I had often poft- 
feripts from her in our friend’s letters to me ; and 
her part was iometimes longer than his, and they 
made up great part of the little happinefs I could 
have here, lhis was the more generous, becaufc 
I never law her fince fhe was a girl of five years 
old, nor did I envy poor Mr. Gay for any thing fa 
much as being a domeltic friend to fuch a lady. I 
defire you will never fail to fend me a particular 
account of your health. I dare hardly inquire a- 
bout Mrs. Pope, who, I am told, is but juft among 
the living, and confequently a continual grief to 
you : fhe is fenfible of your tendernefs, which robs 
her of the only happinefs llie is capable of enjoy¬ 
ing. And yet I pity you more than her; you can¬ 
not lengthen her days, and I beg lhe may not fhort- 
en yours. 




LETTER LXV. 

Feb . 16. 1732-3. 

I T is indeed impoflible to fpeak on fuch a fubjeft 
as the lofs of Mr. Gay, to me an irreparable 
one. But I lend you what I intend for the inferip- 
tion on his tomb, which the Duke of Queenlberry 
will fet up at Weftminfter. As to his writings he 
left no will, nor fpoke a word of them, or any thing 
elfe, during his Ihort and precipitate illnefs, in which 
I attended him to his laft breath. The Duke has 

afted 
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afled more than the part of a brother to him ; and 
it will be ftrange if the fitters do not leave his pa¬ 
pers totally to his difpoial, who will do the fame 
that I would with them. He has managed the co¬ 
medy (which our poor friend gave to the play- 
houfe the week before his death) to the utmoft ad¬ 
vantage for his relations; and propoles to do the 
lame with fome fables he left finifhed. 

There is nothing of late which I think of more 
than mortality, and what you mention, of colleft- 
ing the bett monuments we can of our friends, their 
own images in their writings: for thofe are the bett, 
when their minds are fuch as Mr. Gay’s was, and 
as yours is. I am preparing alfo for my own ; and 
have nothing fo much at heart, as to fliew the filly 
world, that men of wit, or even poets, may be the 
moft moral of mankind. A few loofe things fome- 
times fail from them, by which cenforious fools 
judge as ill of them as poflibly they can, for their 
own comfort. And indeed when fuch unguarded 
and trifling jcux d' cfprit have once got abroad, all 
that prudence or repentance can do, lince they can¬ 
not be denied, is, to put them fairly upon that foot; 
and teach the public, (as we have done in the pre¬ 
face to the four volumes of mifcellanies), to diftin- 
guifh betwixt our ftudies and our idlenelfes, our 
works and our weaknefles. That was the whole 
end of the laft volume of mifcellanies, without 
which our former declaration in that preface, 
“ That thefe volumes contained all that we have 
“ ever offended in that way,” would have been 
difcrcdited. It went indeed to my heart, to omit 

what you called the libel on Dr. D-, and the 

belt panegyric on mvfelf, that either my own times, 
or any other, could have afforded, or will ever af¬ 
ford to me. The book, as you obferve, was print¬ 
ed in great hatte; the caufe wlicreof was, that the 
bookfellers here were doing the lame, in collefting 
your pieces, the corn with the chaff: I don’t mean 

that- 
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that any thing of yours is chaff, but with the other 
wit of Ireland, which was fo, and the whole in your 
name. I meant principally to oblige them to fepa- 
rate what you writ ferioufly from what you writ 
carelefsly ; and thought my own weeds might pafs 
for a fort of wild flowers, when bundled up with 
them. 

It was I that fent you thofe books into Ireland, 
and fo I did my epiflle to Lord Bathurft, even be¬ 
fore it was published ; and another thing of mine, 
which is a parody from Horace*, writ in two morn¬ 
ings. I never took more care in my life of any 
thing than of the former of thefe, nor Id's than of 
the letter :. yet every friend has forced me to print 
it, though in truth my own Angle motive was about 
twenty lines toward the latter end, which you will 
find out. 

I have declined opening to you by letters the 
whole fcheme of my prefent work, expecting ftill 
to do it in a better manner in perfon. But you 
will fee pretty foon, that the letter to Lord Bathurft 
is a part of it; and you will find a plain connection 
between them, if you read them in the order juft 
contrary to that they were publilhed in. I imitate 
thofe cunning tradefmen, who ftiow their beft iilks 
laft ; or (to give you a truer idea, though it founds 
too proudly) my works will in one reipeft be like 
the works of Nature, much more to be liked and 
underftood, when confidered in the relation they 
bear with each other, than when ignorantly looked 
upon one by one ; and often thofe parts which at¬ 
tract mod at firft fight, will appear to be not the 
moft, but the lead confiderable f. 

I am pleafed and flattered by your expreflion OX 

* Sat. 1. lib ii. vol. 4. of Warburton’s edition of Pope'? work*. 

f Src Warburton’s full note on the cpifllc to Lotd C >bham, “ Or 
" the knowledge and chiratfers of men, " vol. 3. of bis edition of 
Pope's works. 
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Orna me. The chief pleafure this work can give 
me is, that I can in it, with propriety, decency, and 
juftice, infert the name and character of every 
friend I have, and every man that deferves to be 
loved or adorned. But I fmile at your applying 
that phrafe to my vifitrng you in Ireland ; a place 
where I might have fome apprehenfion, from their 
extraordinary paflion for poetry, and their bound- 
lefs hofpitality, of being adorned to death, and 
buried under the weight of garlands, like one I 
have read of fomewhere or other. My mother 
lives, (which Is an anfwer to that point), and I thank 
-God, though her memory be in a manner gone, is 
yet awake and fenfible to me, though fcarce to any 
thing elfe ; which doubles the reafon of my attend¬ 
ance, and at the fame time fweetens it. I wilh 
(beyond any other willi) you could pafs a fummer 
here ; I might (too probably) return with you, un- 
iefs you preferred to fee France firfr, to which 
country, 1 think, you would have a ftrong invita¬ 
tion . Lord Peterborow has narrowly elcaped death, 
and yet keeps his chamber. He is perpetually 
fpeaking in the 1110ft affectionate manner of you. 
Fie has written you two letters, which you never 
received, and by that has been difcouraged from 
writing more. I can well believe the poft-oifice 
may do this, when fome letters of his to me have 
met the fame fate, and two of mine to him. Yet 
let not this difeourage you from writing to me, or 
to him, inclofed in the common way, as 1 do to 
you. Innocent men need fear no detection of their 
thoughts ; and, for my part, I would give them 
free leave to fend all I write to Curl, if moft of 
what I write was not too filly. 

I clefire my fincere fervices to Dr. Delanv, who, 
I agree with you, is a man every way eftimable. 
My Lord Orrery is a moft virtuous and good-na¬ 
tured Nobleman, whom I fhould be happy to know. 
Lord B. received your letter through my hands. 

2 It 
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It is not to be told how much he willies for von 
The whole lift of perfons to whom you fent your 
fervices, return you theirs, with proper fenle of 
the diftindfion. \ our lady-friend is Jemper codexn ; 
and I have written an epiftle to her on that qualifi¬ 
cation, in a female character ; which is thought by 
my chief critic, in your abfence, to be my chef 
d ceuvre But it cannot be printed perfectly in an 
age fo fore of fatire, and fo willing to mifapply 
charactei s. 

As to my own health, it is as good as ufual. I 
have lain ill feven days of a flight fever, (the com¬ 
plaint here) ; but recovered by gentle fwcats, and 
the care of Dr. Arbuthnot. The play Mr. Gay 
left fucceeds very well. It is another original in its 
kind. Adieu. God preferve your life, your health, 
your limbs, your fpirits, and your friendihips ! 



LETTER LX VI. 


April 2. 1723. 

\T OU fay truly, that death is only terrible io us, 
J. as 't feparates us from thofe we love; but I 
really think thofe have the worft of it who are left 
by us, if we are true friends. I have felt more, I 
fancy, in the lofs of Mr. Gay, than I fhall fufferin 
the thought of going away mvfelf into a ftate that 
can feel none of this fort of Ioffes. I wifhed vehe¬ 
mently to have feen him in a condition of living in¬ 
dependent, and to have lived in perfeft indolence 
the reft of our days together, the two moft idle, 
moft innocent, undefigning poets of our age. I 
now as vehemently wifli you and I might walk into 
the grave together, by as flow fteps as you pleafe, 
but contentedly and chearfully. Whether that c- 
Vojl. X. L 
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ver can be, or in what country, I know no more, 
than into what country we {hall walk out of the 
grave. But it fuffices me to know, it will be ex¬ 
actly what region or hate our Maker appoints, and 
that whatever is, is right . Our poor friend's pa¬ 
pers are partly in my hands; and for as much as is 
fo, i will take care to fupprefs things unworthy of 
him. As to the epitaph, I am lorry you gave a 
copy; for it will certainly by that means come into 
print; and I Avould correct it more, unlefs you will 
do it for me, and that I fhall like as well. Upon 
the whole, I earneftly wilh your coming over hi¬ 
ther ; for this reafon, among many others, that 
your influence may be joined with mine, to fupprefs 
whatever we may judge proper of his papers. To 
be plunged in my neighbour’s and my papers, will 
be your inevitable fate as foon as you come. That I 
am an author whofe character is thought of 
fome weight, appears from the great noife and 
buflle that the court and town make about any I 
give : and I will not render therp lefs important, or 
lefs interefting, by fparing vice and folly, or by 
betraying the caule of truth and virtue. I will take 
care they {hall be fuch as no man can be angry at, 
but the perfons I would have angry. You are fen- 
lible with what decency and juftice I paid homagb 
to the royal family, at the fame time that I fatirized 
falfe courtiers, and fpies, &c. about them. I have 
not the courage, however, to be fuch a fatirift as 
you ; but I would be as much, or more, a philofo- 
pher. You call your fatires libels ; I would rather 
call my fatircs epiftles. They will conlill: more of 
morality than of wit, and grow graver, which you 
will call duller. I {hall leave it to my antagonifts to 
be witty, if they can-, and content myfelf to be 
ufeful and in the right. Tell me your opinion as 

to Lady-’s or Lord * *’s performance. They 

are certainly the top wits of the court; and you 
may judge by that {ingle piece what can be done a- 

gainft 
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gainft me ; for it was laboured, correfted, pre- 
commended, and poft-difapproved, fo far as to be 
difowned by themfelves, after each had highly cried 
it up, for the others *. I have met with fome com¬ 
plaints, and heard at a didance of fome threats, 
occaiioned by my verfes. I fent fair meflages to 
acquaint them where I was to be found in town, 
and to offer to call at their houfes to iatisfy them ; 
and fo it dropped. It is very poor in any one to 
rail and threaten at a didance, and have nothing 

to lay to you when they fee you.-1 am glad you 

perfift and abide by fo good a thing as that poenvf, 
in which I am-immortal for my morality. I never 
took any praife fo kindly; and yet, I think, I de- 
ferve that praife better than l do any other. When 
does your collection come out, and what will ic 
coniitf of? I-have but lalf week finilhed another of 
my epidles, in the order of the fyftem ; and this 
week (ecceriitandi gratia) I have tranllated (or ra¬ 
ther parodied) another of Horace’s, in which I in¬ 
troduce youadviling me about myexpences, house¬ 
keeping, &c. But thefe things fhall lie by, till you 
come to carp at them, and alter rhymes, and 
grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies of all 
kinds. Our parliament will fit till midfummer ; 
which, I hope, may be a motive to bring you ra¬ 
ther in fummer that fo late as autumn. You ufed 
jo love what I hate, a hurry of politics, See. Courts 
I fee not, courtiers I know not, kings I adore not, 
queens I compliment not; fo l am never like to be 
in faihion, nor in dependence. I heartily join with 
you in pitying our poor lady for her unhappinefs ; 
and lhould only pity her more, if die had more of 
what they at court call happinels. Come then, and 
we may go all together into France, at the end of 
the feafon, and compare the liberties of both king- 

* S r c Pope's epiftle written on this occafwn, at the end of the 
2d volume i»f his letters, theSth volume in Warfcurton's edition. 

*f The ironical libel on Dr. Delany, vol. S. p, 125. 
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cloms. Adieu. Believe me, dear Sir, (with a 
thoufand warm wilhes, mixed with iiiort fighs,) ever 
yours. 
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LETTER LXVII. 

To Mr. POPE. 

Dublin, May t . 173 3. 

T Anfwer your letter the fooner, because I have a 
-*■ particular reafon for doing fo. Some weeks ago 
came over a poem called, “ The life and character 
“ of Dr. vS. written by himfelf. ,> It was reprinted 
here, and is dedicated to you. It is grounded up¬ 
on a maxim in Rochefoucault; and the dedication, 
after a formal ftory, fays, that my manner of wri¬ 
ting is to be found in every line. I believe 1 have told 
you, that I writ a year or two ago near five hundred 
lines upon the fame maxim in Rouchefoucault, and 
was a long time about it, as that impoftor fays in 
his dedication, with many circumftances, all pure 
invention. I defire you to believe, and to tell my 
friends, that in this fpurious piece there is not a 
fingle line, or bit of a line, or thought, any way re- 
fembling the genuine copy, any more than it does 
Virgil’s ACneis ; for I never gave a cop . of mine, 
nor lent it out of my fight. And altho’ l {hewed 
it to all common acquaintance indifferently, and 
fome of them (efpecially one or two females) had 
got many lines by heart here and there, and repeat¬ 
ed them often : yet it happens, that not one fingle 
line, or thought, is contained in this impofture, al¬ 
though it appears, that they who counterfeited me 
had heard of the true one. But even this trick {hall 
not provoke me to print the true one ; which in¬ 
deed 
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deed is not proper to be feen, till I can be feen no 
more. I therefore defire you will undeceive my 
friends; and I will order an advertifement to be 
printed here, and tranfinit it to England, that eve¬ 
ry body may know the delufion, and acquit me ; 
as, Iamfure, you mu ft have done you rfelf, if you 
have read any part of it; which is mean and trivial, 
and full of that cant that I moil defpife. I would 
fink to be a vicar in Norfolk, rather than be char¬ 
ged with fuch a performance *. Now I come to 
vour letter. 

When I was of your age, I thought every day 
of death, but now every minute ; and a continual 
giddy diiorder, more or lefs, is a greater addition 
than that of my years. I cannot affirm, that I pi¬ 
ty our friend Gay, but I pity his friends, I pity 
you, and would at lead: equally pity myfelf, if I 
lived amongfl you ; becaufe I ffiould have feen him 
oftener than you did, who are a kind of hermit, how 
great a noife foever you make by your ill nature, in 
not letting the honelt villains of the times enjoy 
themfelves in this world, which is their onlyhappi- 
nefs, and terrifying them with another. I fhould 
have added in my libel, that, of all men living, you 
are the mod: happy in your enemies and your 
friends. And I will fwear you have fifty times 
more charity for mankind than I could ever pre¬ 
tend to. Whether the production you mention 
came from the Lady or the Lord, I did not ima¬ 
gine that they were at lead: fo bad verfffiers. There¬ 
fore facit indignatii vcrfus , is only to be applied 
when the indignation is againft general villainy, and 
never operates when fome fort of people write to 
defend themfelves. I love to hear them reproach 
you for dulnefs; only I would be fatisded, fince 
you are fo dull, why are they fo angry? Give me 
a fkilling, and I will inlure you, thatVofteritv ffiall 

• Sec vol. 7. p. 114. 
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never know you had one Tingle enemy, excepting 
thofe whofe memory you have preferved. 

I am forry for the lituation of Mr. Gay’s papers. 
You do not exert yourfelf as much as J could wifh 
in this affair. I had rather the two fillers were 
hanged, than fee his works fwelled by any lofs of 
credit to his memory. I would be glad to fee the 
moll valuable printed by themfelves; thofe which 
ought not to be feen, burned immediately; and 
the others that have gone abroad, printed fparate- 
ly like opujcula> or rather be ftifled and forgotten. 
1 thought your epitaph was immediately to be in- 
graved ; and therefore I made lefs fcruple to give a 
copy to Lord Orrery, who earneftly dclired it, but 
to no body elle; and he tells me, he gave only 
two, which he will recal. I have a fhort epigram 
of his upon it ; wherein I would correct a line or 
two at moft, and then I will fend it to you (with his 
permiflion) I have nothing againft yours, but the 
la ft line, Striking their aching ; the two participles, 
as they are fo near, Teem to found too like. I ihall 
write to the Duohefs, who hath lately honoured 
me with a very friendly letter, and I will .tell her 
my opinion freely about our friend’s papers. I want 
health, and my affairs are enlarged : but I will 
break through the latter, if the other mends. I 
can ufe a courfe of medicines, lame and giddy. 
My chief delign, next to feeing you, is to be a fevere 
-critic on you and your neighbour; but firft kill his 
-father, that he may be able to maintain me in my 
own way of living, and particularly my horfes. It 
coft me near 6co 1. for a wall to keep mine ; and I ne- 
=ver ride without two fervants,for fear of accidents. 
Hie vivimus ambitiofa paupertnte. You are both too 
poor for my acquaintance, but he much the poor¬ 
er. With you I will find grafs, and wine, and fer- 

■vants ; but with him not -The collection vou 

ipeak of is this. A printer came to me, to deftre 
lie might print my works (as he called them) in four 

volumes. 
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volumes, by fubfcription. I laid 1 would give no 
leave, and lliould be lorry to lee them printed here. 
He laid they could not be printed in London. I* 
anfwered, they could, if the partners agreed. He 
laid, “ he would be glad of my permiflion ; but as 
he could print them without it, and was adviled 
“ that it could do me no harm, and having been 
“ allured of numerous l’ubfcriptions, he hoped I 
would not be angry at his purfuing his own in- 
“ tereft,” Much of this difcourl'e paflld; and 
he goes on with the matter, wherein I determine 
not to intermeddle, though k be much to my dif- 
content: and 1 willi ic could be done in England 
lather than here, although I am grown pretty in¬ 
different in every thing of that kind. This is the 
truth of the ftory. 

My vanity turns at prefent on being perfonated 
in your §h(it virtus, Si c. \ 011 will obierve in this 
letter many marks of an ill head and a low fpirit ; 
but a heart wholly turned to love you with the 
greateft earnefinefs and truth. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Alay 28. 1733. 

I Have begun two or three letters to you by 
fnatches, and been prevented from" finifh- 
kig them by a thoufand avocations and diffipations. 
I muft fir ft acknowledge the honour done me by 
Lord Orrery, whole praifes are that precious oint¬ 
ment Solomon fpeaks of, which can be given only' 
by men of virtue. All other praile, whether from 
poets or peers, is contemptible alike : and I am old 
enough, and experienced enough, to know, that 
the only praifes worth having, are thofe bellow¬ 
ed 
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eel by viitue for virtue. My poetry I abandon to 
the critics, my morals I commit to the tedimony of 
thofe who know me ; and therefore I was more 
pleafed with your libel, than with any verfes I ever 
received. I wifli fuch a collection of your writings 
could be printed here, as you mention going on in 
Ireland. I was furprifed to receive from the print¬ 
er that fpurious piece, called “ The life and cha- 
€t rafter of Dr. bwift,” with a letter, telling me, 
the perfon “ who publifhed it, had allured him, 
“ the dedication to me was that I would not take 
“ ill, or elfe he would not have printed it.” I can’t 
tell who the man is, who took fo far upon him as 
to anfwer for my way of thinking; though, had 
the thing been genuine, I lliould have been greatly 
difpleafed at the publilher’s part, in doing it with¬ 
out your knowledge. 

I am as earned: as you can be, in doing my bed 
to prevent the publilhing of any thing unworthy 
of Mr. Gay; but I fear his friends partiality. I 
wifh you would come over. All the myderies of 
my philofophical work lhall then be cleared to you, 
and you will not think that I am not merry enough, 
nor angry enough. It will not want for fatire; 
but as for anger, I know it not; or at lead: only 
that fort of which the Apodle fpeaks, “ Be ye an- 
“ a nd not.” 

My neighbour’s * writings have been metaphyd- 
cal, and will next be hiftorical. It is certainly from 
him only that a valuable hi dory of Europe in thefe 
latter times can be expected. Come, and quicken 
him; for age, indolence, and contempt of the 
world, grow upon men apace, and may often make 
the wiled indifferent whether poderity be any wider 
than we. To a man in years, health and quiet 
become luch rarities, and confequently fo valuable, 
that he is apt to think of nothing more than of en- 

* Lord Bolingbrokc. 
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joying them whenever he can, for the remainder of 
life; and this, I doubt not, has caufed fo many 
great men to die without leaving a fcrap to pofte- 
rity. 

I am fincerely troubled for the bad account you 
give me of your own health. I wifh every day to 
hear a better, as much as I do to enjoy my own, I 
faithfully allure you. 

LETTER LXIX. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 


Dublin y July 8. 1733. 

T Mu ft condole with you for the lofs of Mrs. 
- 1 Pope, of whole death the papers have been 
full *. But I would rather rejoice with you, be- 
caufe, if any circumftances can make the "death of 
a dear parent and friend a fubjedl for joy, you have 
them all. She died in an extreme old age, without 
pain, under the care of the moll dutiful fon that 
I have ever known or heard of, which is a felicity 
not happening to one in a million. The word: ef¬ 
fect of her death falls upon me ; and fo much the 
worfe, becaufe I expected aliquis damno ufus in i//o, 
that it would be followed by making me and this 
kingdom happy with your prefence. But I am 
told, to my great misfortune, that a very conve¬ 
nient offer happening, you waved the invitation 
preffed on you, alledging the fear you had of be¬ 
ing killed here with eating and drinking. By which 
1 find, that you have given fome credit to a no¬ 
tion, of our great plenty arid hofpitality. It is 

* Mrs. Pope died June 7. 1733 aged 03. 
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true, our meat and wine is cheaper here, as it is 
always in the pooreft countries, becaufe there is no 
money to pay tor them. 1 believe there are not in 
this whole city three gentlemen out of employment, 
who are able to give entertainments once a-month. 
Thole who are in employments of church or Rate, 
are three parts in four from England, and amount 
to little more than a dozen ; thole indeed may 
once or twice invite their friends, or any perfon 
of diftinttion that makes a voyage hither All my 
acquaintance tell me, they know not above three 
families where they can occafionally dine in a 
whole year. Dr. Delany is the only gentleman I 
know, who keeps one certain day in the week to 
entertain feven or eight friends at dinner, and to 
pafs the evening : where there is nothing of ex- 
cefs, either in eating or drinking. Our old friend 
Southern (who hath juft left us) was invited to 
dinner once or twice by a judge, a bifhop, or a 
commiflioner of the revenues; but moft frequent¬ 
ed a few particular friends, and chiefly the Doctor, 
who is eafy in his fortune, and very holpitable. 
The conveniencies of taking the air, winter or 
fummer, do far exceed thole in London. For the 
two large ftrands juft at two ends of the town, are 
as firm and dry in winter as in lummer. There 
are at leaft fix or eight gentlemen of fenfe, learn¬ 
ing, good-humour, and tafte, able and defirous 
to pleafe you; and orderly females, fome of the 
better fort, to take care of you. Thefe were the 
motives that I have frequently made ufe of to en¬ 
tice you hither And there would be no failure 
among the bell: people here, of any honours that 
could be done you. As to myfelf, I declare, my 
health ,s fo uncertain that I dare not venture amongft 
you at prefent, I hate the thoughts of London ; 
where I am not rich enough to live other wife than 
by fhifting, which is now too late. Neither 
cau I have conveniencies in the country for 
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three horfes and two fervants, and many others, 
which I have here at hand. I am one of the go¬ 
vernors of all the hackney-coaches, carts, and car¬ 
riages round this town ; who dare not infult me, 
like your rafcally waggoners or coachmen, but 
give me the way : nor is there one lord or ’fquire 
for a hundred of yours, to turn me out of the 
road, or run over me with their coaches and fix. 
Thus I make fome advantage of the public pover¬ 
ty ; and give you the reafons for what i once 
writ, why I chuf to be a freeman among flaves, 
rather than a Have among freemen. Then I walk 
the ftreets in peace wirhout being joftl d, nor 
ever without a thoutand bleffings from my friends 
the vulgar. I am Lord Mayor of 120 houfes, 
I am abfolute lord of the greateft cathedral in the 
kingdom, am at peace with the neighbouring 
princes, the Lord Mayor of the city, and the Arch- 
bifhop of Dublin ; only the latter, like the King of 
France, fometimes attempts incroachments on my 
dominions, as old Lewis did upon Lorrain. In 
the midft of this raillery, I can tell you, with feri- 
oufnefs, that thefe advantages contribute to my 
eafe, and therefore I value them. And in one 

part of your letter relating to n,y Lord B-and 

yotrrlelf, you agree with me entirely, about the in¬ 
difference, the love of quiet, the care of health, 
&c. that grow upon men in years. And if you 
difeover thofe inclinations in my Lord and your- 
felf, what can you expeft from me, wlrofe health 
is fo precarious ? and yet, at your or his time of 
life, I could have leaped over the moon. 
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LETTER LXX. 

Sept. 1. 1733. 

T Have every daywiihed to write to you, to fay a 
a thoufand things; and yet, I think, I ihoukl 
not have writ to you now, if I was not lick of 
writing any thing, fick of myfelf, and (what is 
worfe) lick of my friends too. The world is be¬ 
come too bufy for me ; every body is fo concern¬ 
ed for the public, that all private enjoyments are 
loft or difrelilhed. I write more to (how you lam 
tired of this life, than to tell you any thing relating 
to it. I live as I did, I think as I did, I love you 
as I did : but all thefe are to nopurpofe ; the world 
will not live, think, or love, as I do. I am 
troubled for, and vexed at all my friends by turns. 
Here are fome whom you love, and who love you; 
yet they receive no proofs of that ade&ion from 
you, and they give none of it to you. There is a 
great gulf between. In earned:, I would go a thou¬ 
sand miles by land to fee you, but the fea I dread. 
My ailments are fuch, that I really believe a fea- 
ilcknefs‘(conddcring the oppredion of colical pains, 
and the great weaknefs of my bread:) would kill 
me: and if I did not die of that, I mud: of the ex- 
cefiive eating and drinking of your hofpitable town, 
and the exceflive dattery of your mod poetical 
country I hate to be crammed either way. Let 
your hungry poets, and your rhyming poets digcd 
it, I cannot. I like much better to be abufed, and 
half darved, than to be fo over-praifed and over¬ 
fed. Drown Ireland ! for having caught you, and 
for having kept you. I only referve" a little cha¬ 
rity for her, for knowing your value, and edeem- 
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ing you. You are the only patriot I know, who is 
not hated for ferving his country. The man who 
drew vour character, and printed it here, was not 
much in the wrong in many things he laid of you : 
yet he was a very impertinent fellow for faying 
them in words quite different from thofe you "had 
yourfelf employed before on the fame fubjecft : for 
furely to alter your words is to prejudice them; 
and I have been told, that a man himfeif can hard¬ 
ly fiy the fame thing twice over with equal liap- 
pinefs ; nature is fo much a better thing than ar¬ 
tifice. 

I have written nothing this year. It is no af¬ 
fectation to tell you, my mother’s lofs has turned 
my frame of thinking. The habit of a whole life is 
a ftronger thing than all the reafon in the world. 
I know I ought to be eafy, and to be free; but I 
am dejedted, I am confined : my whole amufement 
is in reviewing my paft life, not in laying plans for 
my future. I with you cared as little for popular 
applauleas I ; as little for any nation, in contradi- 
ftinCtion to others, as I : and then I fancy, you that 
are not afraid of thefea, you that are a ftronger man 
at iixty than ever I was at twenty, would come and 
lee fcveral people, who are (at laft) like the primi¬ 
tive Chriftians, of one foul and of one mind. The 
day is come, which I have often wifhed, but .never 
thought to fee, when every mortal that 1 eftcem , 
is of the [.me fentiment in politics and in religion . 

Adieu. All you love are yours ; but all are 
bufy, except (dear Sir) your lincere friend. 
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LETTER LXXI. 


7«ii. 6. 1734. 

I Never think of you, and can never write to you 
now. without drawing many of thofe fhort fighs 
of which we have formerly talked. The reflection 
both of the friends we have been deprived of by 
death, and of thofe from whom we are feparated 
nl iioft as eternally by abfence, checks me to that 
degree, that it takes away in a manner, the plea- 
fure (which yet I feel very feniibly too) of 
thinking I am now converting with you. You 
have been (ilent to me as to your works ; whe¬ 
ther thofe printed here are, or are not genuine. 
But one, I am fure, is yours ; and your method of 
concealing yourfelf, puts me in mind of the Indian 
bird I have read of, who hides his head in a hole, 
while all his feathers and tail ftick out. You’ll 
have immediately by feveral franks (even before 
it is here publifhed) my epiftle to Lord Cobham, 
part of my Opus Magnum , and the lad Eftay on 
Man; both which I conclude, will be grateful to 
your bookfeller, on whom you pleafe to beftow 
them fo early. There is a woman’s war declared 
againft me by a certain Lord ; his weapons are the 
fame which women and children ufe, a pin to 
fcratch, and afquirt tobefpatter. I writ a fort of 
anfwer ; but was afhamed to enter the lifts with 
him, and after (hewing it to fome people, fup- 
preifed it : otherwife it was fuch as was worthy of 
him, and worthy of me. I was three weeks this 
autumn with Lord Peterborow; who rejoices in 
your doings, and always fpeaks with the greateft 
affettion of you. I need not tell you who elfe do 
the fame ; you may be fure almoft all thofe whom 
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1 ever fee, or defire to fee. I wonder not that 

R-paid you no fort of civility, while he was 

in Ireland : he is too much a half-wit to love a true 
wit , and too much half-honeft, to eftecm any en¬ 
tire merit. I hope and think he hates me too, and 
I will do my beft to make him : he is fo infup- 
portably infolent in his civility to me when he meets 
me at one third place, that 1 muft affront him to 
be rid ot it. The ftri<ft neutrality as to public par¬ 
ties, which I have conftantly obferved in all my 
writings, I think gives me the more title to attack 
fuch men, as flander and belye my charatter in pri¬ 
vate, to thofe who know me not. Yet even this 
is a liberty I will never take, unlefs at the fame time 
they are enemies to all men, as well as to me.—Pray 
write to me when you can. If ever I can come to 
you, 1 will : if not, may Providence be our friend 
and our guard through this fimple world, where 
nothing is valuable but fenfe and friendihip. A- 
dieu, dear Sir ; may health attend your years, 
and then may many years be added to you. 

P. S t I am juft now told, a very curious lady 
intends to write to you, to pump you about fome 
poems faid to be yours Pray tell her, that you 
have not anfwered me on the fame queftions, and 
that I fhall take it as a thing never to be forgiven 
from you, if you tell another what you have con¬ 
cealed from me. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXXII. 


15. 1734. 

T Have ever thought you as fenllble as any man I 
■* knew, of all the delicacies of friendfhip : and 
yet I fear (from what Lord B. tells me you faid in 
your lalf letter) that you did not quite underftand 
the realon of my late iilence. I allure you it pro¬ 
ceeded wholly from the tender kindnefs I bear you. 
When the heart is full, it is angry at all words 
that cannot come up to it ; and you are now 
the man in all the world I am mod: troubled 
to write to, for you are the friend I have 
left, whom I am moll: grieved about. Death 
has not done worfe to me in feparating poor 
Gay, or any other, than difeafe and abfence in di¬ 
viding us. I am afraid to know how you do ; ilnce 
moft accounts I have, give me pain for you, and 
I am unwilling to tell the condition of my own 
health. If it were good, I would fee you ; and yet 
if I found you in that very condition of deafnefs, 
which made you fly from us while we were toge¬ 
ther, what comfort could we derive from it ? In 
writing often I Ihould find great relief, could we 
write freely; and yet, when I have done fo, you 
feem, by not anfwering in a very long time, to feel 
either the lame unealinefs as I do, or to abltain, 
from fome prudential reafon Yet I am fure, no¬ 
thing that you and l would fay to each other, 
(though our whole fouls were to be laid open to 
the clerks of the poft-office) would hurt either of 
us fo much, in the opinion of any honeft man or 
good fubjeft, as the intervening, officious imperti¬ 
nence of thole goers between us, who in England 
pretend to intimacies with you, and in Ireland to 
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intimacies with me. I cannot but receive any that 
call upon me in your name ; and in truth they take 
it in vain too often. I take all opportunities of 
juftifying youagainft thefe friends, efpecially thole 
who know all you think and write, and repeat your 
Slighter verfes It is generally on fuch little feraps 
that witlings feed : and ’tis hard the world fhouId 
judge of our houfe-keeping, from what we fling 
to our dogs ; yet this is often the confequence. 
But they treat you hill worfe, mix their own with 
yours, print them to get money, and lay them at 
your door. This I am fatisfied was the cafe in the 
cpiftle to a lady. It was juft the fame hand (if I 
have any judgment in ftyle) which printed your 
life and character before, which you fo ftrongly 
difavowed in your letters to Lord Carteret, myfelf, 
and others. I was very well informed of another 
fact, which convinced me yet more : The fame 
perfon who gave this to be printed, offered to a 
bookfeller a piece in profe as yours, and as com- 
mifiiond by you, which has fince appeared, and 
been owned to be his own, I think (I fay once 
more) that I know your hand, though you did not 
mine in the Effay on Man. I beg your pardon for 
not telling you, as I ftiould, had you been in Eng¬ 
land : but no fecret can crofs your Irifh fea, and 
every clerk in the poft-office had known it. I fan¬ 
cy, though you loft fight of me in the firft of thofe 
eflays, you faw me in the fecond. The dtfign of 
concealing myfelf was good, and had its full ef¬ 
fect. I was thought a divine, a philofopher, and 
what not; and my doctrine had a faruStion I could 
not have given to it. Whether 1 can proceed in 
the fame grave march like Lucretius, or mult de- 
icend to the gaities of Horace, I know not, or 
whether I can do either ; but be the future as it 
will, I lhall collect all the paft in one fair quarto 
this winter, and fend it you, where you will find 
Vol X, N frequent 
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frequent mention of yourfelf. I was glad you fuf* 
fered your writings to becollefted more completely 
than hitherto, in the volumes 1 daily expert from 
Ireland ; I wifhed it had been in more pomp, but 
that will be done by others : yours are beauties, 
that can never be too finely drefled, for they will 
ever be young. I have only one piece of mercy to 
beg of yuii : do not laugh at my gravity, but per- 
mit me to wear the beard of a philofopher, till I 
pull it off, and make a jeft of it myfelf. It is juft 
what my Lord B. is doing with metaphyfics. I 
hope you will live to fee, and ftare at the learned 
figure he will make, on the fame fjhelf with Locke 
and Malbranche. 

You fee how l talk to you, (for this is not writ¬ 
ing). If you like I lliould do fo, why not tell me 
fo ; ifitbethe leaft pleafure to you, I will write 
once a-week moft gladly: but can you abftraft 
the letters from the perfon who writes them, fo far, 
as not to feel more vexation in the thought of our 
feparation, and thofe misfortunes which occafion 
it, than fatisfaftion in the nothings he can expvefs ? 
If you can. really, and from my heart, I cannot. 
I return again to melancholy. Pray, however, tell 
me, is it a fatisfaftion ? that will make it one to me ; 
and we will think alike, as friends ought, and you 
fhall hear from me punctually juft when you will. 

P. S. Our friend, who has juft returned from a 
progrefs of three months, and is fetting out in 
three days with me for the Bath, where he will ftay 
till towards the middle of October, left this letter 
with me vefterday,- and I cannot feal and difpatch 
it till I have fcribbled the remainder of this page 
full. He talks very pompouflv of my metaphyfics, 
and places them in a very honourable ftation. It is 
true, I have writ fix letters and an half to him on 
l'ubjefts of that kind, and I propofe a letter and an 
half more, which would fwell the whole up to a 
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confiderable volume. But he thinks me fonder of 
the name of an author than I am. When he and 
vou, and one or two other friends, have feen them, 
fat is magnum theatrum mibi ejlis, I (hall not have the 
itch of making them more public *. I know how 
little regard you pay to writings of this kind. But 
I imagine, that if your can like any inch, it muft be 
thofe that ilrip metaphyiics of all their bombaft, 
keep within the light of every well-conftituted eye, 
and never bewilder themlelves whilft they pretend 
to guide the reafon of others. I writ to you a long 
letter fome time ago, and lent it by the poft. Did it 
come to your hands ? or did theinfpettors of pri¬ 
vate corrcfpondence llop it, to revenge themlelves 
of the ill fetid of them in it? Fa!e y ei m? anid . 


LETTER LXXIII. 
From Dr. SWIFT. 


- < Nov. 1. 1734. 

t Have yours with my Lord B-’s poftTcript, of 

A September 15. It was long on its way; and for 
foine weeks after the date, I was very ill with mv 
two invera'e dilorderS, giddinefs and deafnefs. The 
latter is pretty well off; but the other makes me 
totter towards evenings, and much difpirirs me. 
But I continue to ride and walk ; both of which, 
although they be no cures, are at leaif amule- 
ments. I did never imagine you to be either in- 
conllant, or to want right notions of friendlhip : 

* As Lord B. (let. 49.) tells us, they fhcv. lint all cur metaphy¬ 
seal tueology is ridiculous and abominable. 
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but I apprehend your want of health ; and it hath: 
been a frequent wonder to me, how you have been 
able to entertain the world fo long, fo frequently, 
lb happily, under fo many bodily diforders. My 
Lord 13 . fays you have been three months rambling, 
which is the befb thing you can poffibly do in a fum- 
mer-feafon; and when the winter recals you, we will, 
for our own interefts, leave you to your /peculations. 
God be thanked, I have done with every thing, 
and of every kind, that requires writing, except 
now and then a letter; or, like a true old man, 
fcribling trifles only fit for children, or fchoolboys 
of the lowed: clafs at bed:, which three or four of 
us read and laugh at to-day, and burn to-morrow. 
Yet, what is lingular, I never am without fomc 
great work in view, enough to take up forty years 
of the mod: vigorous healthy man; although I am 
convinced, that I lhall never be able to finilli three 
freatifes that have lain by me feveral years, and 
want nothing but correction. My Lord B. faid in 
his poftfeript, that you would go to Bath in three 
days. We lince heard that you were dangeroufly 
ill there, and that the news-mongers gave you over. 
But a gentleman of this kingdom, on his return 
from Bath, allured me he left you well; and fo did 
fome others, whom I have forgot. I am forry at 
my heart, that you are peftered with people who 
come in my name ; and I profefs to you, it is with¬ 
out my knowledge I am confident I fhall hardly 
ever have occafion again to recommend ; for my 
friends here are very few, and fixed to the freehold, 
from whence nothing but death will remove them. 
Surely I never doubted about vour EfTay on Man ; 
and I would lay any odds, that I would never fail 
to difeover you in fix lines, unlefs you had a mind 
to write below, or belide yourfeif, on purpofe. I 
confefs I did never imagine you werefo deep in mo¬ 
rals, or that fo many new and excellent rules could 
be produced fo advantageoufly and agreeably in 
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that fcience, from any one head. I confefs in fome 
few places I was forced to read twice. I believe I 

told you before what the Duke of D-laid to 

me on that occailon, how a judge here, who knows 
you, told him, that on the fir ft reading thofe el- 
lays, he was much pleafed, but found lome lines a 
little dark : on the fecond moft of them cleared up, 
and his pleafure increafed ; on the third he had no 
doubt remaining ; and then he admired the whole. 
My Lord Boiingbroke’s attempt of reducing meta¬ 
physics to intelligible fenfe and ufefulnefs, will be a 
glorious undertaking; and as 1 never knew him 
fail in any thing he attempted, if he had the foie 
management, lo I am confident he will fucceed in 
this. 1 defire you will allow that I write to you 
both at prelent; and fo I lhall while I live. It faves 
your money and my time ; and he being your ge¬ 
nius, no matter to which it is addrefied. I am 
happy that what you write is printed in large let¬ 
ters ; otherwife, between the weaknefs of my eyes, 
and the thicknefs of my hearing, I fhould lofe the 
greateft pleafure that is left me. Pray command 

my Lord B-to follow that example, if I live 

to read his metaphyfics. Pray God blefs you both. I 
had a melancholy account from the Do&or of his 
health. I will anfwer his letter as foon as I can. 
I am ever entirely yours. 



letter lxxiv. 

Twickenham , Dec . 19. 1734. 

I AM truly forry for any compbunt you have; 

and it is in regard to the weaknefs of your eyes, 
that I write (as well as print) in folio'. You’ll 
think, (I know you will, for you have all the can¬ 
dour of a good underftanding) that the thing 

which 










io2 LETTERS TO AND Let. 7.4. 

which men of our age feel the moft, is the friend- 
fhip of our equals ; and that therefore whatever 
affects thofe who are ftept a few years before us, 
cannot but fenfibly affect us who are to follow. It 
troubles me to hear you complain of your memory ■, 
and, if I am in any part of my conftitution young¬ 
er than you, it will be in my remembering every 
thing that has pleafed me in you, longer than per¬ 
haps you will. The two fuminers we palled toge¬ 
ther dwells always on my mind, like a vifion which 
gave me a glimpfe of a better life and better com¬ 
pany, than this world otherwife afforded. I am 
now an individual, upon whom no other depends; 
and may go where I will, if the wretched carcafe I 
am annexed to did not hinder me. 1 rambled, by 
very eaiy journeys, this year, to Lord Bathurlt 
and Lord Peterborow, who, upon every occafion, 
commemorate, love, and wifh for you I now pafs 
my days between Dawlcy, London, and this place ; 
not ftudious, nor idle, rather polHhing old works, 
than hewing out new. I redeem now and then a 
paper that hath been abandoned feveral years ; and 
of this fort you’ll loon fee one, which I infcribe to 
our old friend Arbuthnot. 

Thus far I had written ; and thinking to finifh 
my letter the fame evening, was prevented by com¬ 
pany ; and the next morning found myfelf in a fe¬ 
ver, highly difordered, and fo continued in bed for 
five days ; and in my chamber till now ; but fo well 
recovered as to hope to go abroad to-morrow, even 
by the advice of Dr. Arbuthnot. He himfelf, poor 
man, is much broke, though not worfe than for 
thefe two laft months he has been. He took ex¬ 
tremely kind your letter. I wifh to God we could 
once meet again, before that reparation, which yet, 
I would be glad to believe, fhall reunite us. But 
he who made us, not for ours, but his purpofes, 
knows only whether it be for the better or the 
worfe, that the affe&ions of this life fhould, or 
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ftiould not continue into the other: and doubtlefs 
it is as it fhould be. Yet I am lure, that while I 
am here, and the thing that I am, i fhali be imper¬ 
fect without the communication of fuch friend' as 
you. You are to me like a limb loft, and buried 
in another country. Though we feem quite divi¬ 
ded, every accident makes me feel you were once a 
part of me. I always confider you fo much as a 
friend, that I forget you are an author, perhaps too 
much; but it is ns much as I would defire you 
would do to me. However, if I could infpirit you 
to beftow corre&ion upon thofe three treatifes, 
which you fay are fo near completed, I fhould 
think it a better work than any I can pretend to of 
my own. I am aimoft at the end of my morals, as 
I have been long ago of my wit. My lyftem is a 
fhort one, and my circle narrow. Imagination has 
no limits ; and that is a fphere in which vou may 
move on to eternity : but where one is confined to 
truth, (or, to fpeak more like a human creature, 
to the appearances of truth), we foon find the 
Ihortnefs of our tether. Indeed, by the help of a 
metaphyfical chain of ideas, one may extend the 
circulation, go round and round for ever, without 
making any progrefs beyond the point to which 
Providence has pinned us. But this does not fatis- 
fy me ; who would rather fay a little to no purpole, 
than a great deal. Lord B. is voluminous, but he 
is voluminous only to deftroy volumes. I fhall not 
live, I fear, to lee that work printed. He is fo ta¬ 
ken up ftill (in fpite of the monitory hint given in 
the firft line of my efTay) with particular men, that 
he neglefts mankind, and is ftill a creature of this 
world, not of the univerfe ; this world, which is a 
name we give to Europe, to England, to Ireland, 
to London, to Dublin, to the court, to the caftle, 
and fo diminifhing, till it comes to our own affairs, 
and to our own perfons. When you write either 
to him or to me, (for we accept it all as one), re¬ 
buke 
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buke him for it; as a divine, if you like it; or as 
a badineur, if you think that more effectual. 

What I write will {hew that my head is yet 
weak. I had written to you by that gentleman from 
the Bath, but I did not know him ; and every body 
that comes from Ireland, pretends to be a friend of 
the Dean’s. I am always glad to fee any that are 
truly fo ; and therefore do not miftake any thing I 
faid, fo as to difeourage your lending any fuch to 
me. Adieu. 




LETTER LXXV, 


From Dr. SWIFT 


May 12. 1735. 


VOur letter was fent me yelferday by Mr. 

Stoprord, who landed the fame day, but I 
have not yet feen him. As to my lilence, God 
knows it is my great misfortune. My little domeftic 
affairs are in great confufion, by the villainy of a- 
gents, and the miferies of this kingdom, where 
there is no money to be had. Nor am I uncon¬ 
cerned, to fee all things tending towards abfolute 
power in both nations *, (it is here in perfc&ion 
already), although I lhallnot live to fee it eftablifh- 
ed. This condition of things, both public, and 
perfonal to myfelf, hath given me fuch a kind of 
defpondency, that I am almoft unqualified for any 
company, diverfion, or amufement. The death of 
Mr. Gay and the Doctor f hath been terrible wounds 
near my heart. Their living would have been a 

* The Dean was frequently troubled, he tells us, with e giddinefs 
in his nead. IVarb. 

\ Arburhnot. He died Feb. 27* 1734-5. 
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great comfort to me, although I fhould never have 
feen them ; like a lum of money in a bank, from 
which I fhould receive at leaf): annual intereft, as I 
do from you, and have done from my Lord Boling- 
broke. To fhew in how much ignorance I live, it 
is hardly a fortnight fince I heard of the death of 
my Lady Mafliam, my conftant friend in all chan¬ 
ges of times. God forbid that I fhould expert vou 
to make a voyage that would in the leaft affcfttour 
health. But in the mean time how unhappy am I, 
that my beft friend fhould have perhaps the only 
kind of diforder for which a fea-voyage is not in 
fome degree a remedy ? The old Duke of Ormond 
faid, he would not change his dead fon (OfTory) for 
the beft living fon in Europe. Neither would I 
change you, my abfent friend, for the beft prefent 
friend round the globe. 

I have lately read a book imputed to Lord B. 
called, “ A diflertation upon parties.” I think it 
very mafterly written. 

Pray God reward you for your kind prayers I 
believe your prayers will do me more good than 
thofe of all the prelates in both kingdoms, or any 
prelates in Europe, except theBifhopofMarfeilles*. 
And God preferve you for contributing more to 
mend the world, than the whole pack of (modern) 
parfons in a lump. 

I am ever entirely yours. 

* Who continued there with his flock all the time a dreadful pef- 
tilence defoliated that city, in 1720. He fold all his plate, &c. for 
the relief of the poor. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 


From Dr. SWIFT. 


S*pt. 3. 1735. 


"His letter will be delivered to you by Faulkner 



**• the printer, who goes over on his private affairs. 
This is an anfwer to yours of two months ago, 
which complains of that profligate fellow Curl. I 
heartily wifh you were what they call difaffedtcd, as 
I am. I may fay as David did, i( I have finned 
44 greatly, but what have thefe fheep done ?” You 
have given no offence to the miniftry, nor to the 
Lords, nor Commons, nor Queen, nor the next in 
power. For you ape a man of virtue, and there¬ 
fore muft abhor vice and all corruption, although 
your difcretion holds the reigns. 4< You need not 
44 fear any confequcnce in the commerce that hath 
44 fo long paffed between us, although I never de- 
“ ftroyed one of your letters But my executors 
l< are men of honour and virtue, who have ftrict 
44 orders in my will to burn every letter left behind 
44 me.” Neither did our letters contain any turns 
of wit, or fancy, or politics, or fatire, but mere 
innocent friendfhip. Yet I am loath that any let¬ 
ters from you, and a very few other friends, fhould 
die before me. I believe we neither of us ever 
leaned our head upon our left hand, to ftudy what 
we fhould write next; yet we have held a conftant 
intercourfe from your youth and my middle age, 
and from your middle age it muft be continued till 
my death, which my bad ftate of health makes me 
expert every month. I have the ambition, and it 
is very earneft as well as in hafte, to have one epif- 
tle inferibed to me while I am alive, and you juft 
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in the time when wit and wifdom are in the height, 
I mud once more repeat Cicero’s defire to a friend, 
Qrna me. A month ago were lent me over by a 
friend of mine, the works of John Hughes, Efq; 
They are in verfe and profe. I never heard of the 
man in my life; yet I find your name as a fubferib- 
cr too. He is too grave a poet for me ; and, I 
think, among the mediocribns in profe as well as 
verfe. I have the honour to know Dr. Rundie *. 
He is indeed worth all the reft you ever lent us ; 
but that is faying nothing, for he anfwers your 
chara&er. I have dined thrice in his company. 
He brought over a worthy clergyman of this king¬ 
dom as his chaplain ; which was a very wife and 
popular action. His only fault is, that he drinks 
no wine, and I drink nothing elfe. 

This kingdom is now abfolutety ftarving, by the 
means of every oppreftion that can be inflicted on 

mankind.-“ Shall I not vifit for thefe things’? 

€< faith the Lord ” You advife me right, not to 
trouble myfelf about the world Rut oppreftion 
tortures me ; and I cannot live without meat and 
drink, nor get either without money; and money 
is not to be had, except they will make me a bilhop, 
or a judge, or a colonel, or a commiftioner of the 
revenues. Adieu. 



LETTER LXXVH. 


O anfwer your queftion as to Mr. Hughes, 



what he wanted as to genius, he made up as 
an honeft man : but he was of the clafs you think 


him. 


I am glad you think of Dr. Rundie as I do. He 

* Bifhop of Derry. 
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will be an honour to the bifhops, and a difgrace to 
one bifliop ; two things you will like : but what 
you will like more particularly, he will be a friend 
and benefa&or even to your unfriended, unbene- 
hted nation. He will be a friend to human race 
wherever he goes Pray tell him my beft willies 
for his health and long life. I wifh you and he 
came over together, or that I were with you. I 
never faw a man io feldom whom I liked fo much 
as Dr. Rundle. 

Lord Peterborow I went to take a laft leave of, 
at his fetting fail for Lilbon. No body can be more 
wafted, no foul can be more alive. Immediately 
after the fevereft operation of being cut into the 
bladder, for a fuppreflion of urine, he took coach, 
and got from Briftol to Southampton. This is a 
man that will neither live nor die like any other 
mortal. 

Poor Lord Peterborow ! there is another firing 
loft, that would have helped to draw you hither ! 
He ordered, on his deathbed, his watch to be given 
. me, (that which had accompanied him in all his 
travels), with this reafon, “ That I might have 
“ femething to put me every day in mind of him.” 
It was a prefent to him from the King of Sicily, 
whofe arms and infignia are graved on the inner 
caie. On the outer I have put this infeription, 
Victor Amadeus, Rex Sicilia’. Dux Sabaudia, 6 c. 6 c. 
Carolo Mordaunt, Comiti de Peterborow, D. D. Car. 
Mor. Com. de Pet. Alexandro Pope moriens legavit . 
* 735 - 

Pray write to me a little oftener: and if there be 
a thing left in the world that pleafes you, tell it one 
who will partake of it. I hear with approbation 
and plea lure, that your prefent care is to relieve 
the mo ft helplefs of this world, thofe objefts * which 
rnoft want our companion, though generally made 

* Idiots. 


the 
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the fcorn of their fellow-creatures, fuch as are lefs 
innocent than they, ou always think generoufly; 
and of all charities this is the moll dilintereiled, 
and lead vain-glor;ous, done to fuch as never will 
thank you, or can praife you for it. 

God blefs you with eaie, if not with pleafure ; 
W1 . til a tolerable date of health, if not with its full 
enjoyment; with a refigned temper of mind, if not 
a veiy cheerful one. It is upon thefe terms I live 
myfelf, though younger than you ; and I repine 
not at my lot, could but the prefence of a few that 
I love be added to thefe. Adieu. 


letter lxxviii. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 


I on. 21. 173?. 
Anfwered your letter relating to Curll, 6 c. I 
believe my letters have efcaped being publifhed, 
becaufe I writ nothing but nature and friendfhip’ 
and particular incidents which could make no fi¬ 
gure in writing. 1 have obferved, that not only 
Voiture, but likewife Tully aud Pliny, writ then- 
letters for the public view, more than for the fake 
of their correfpondents ; and I am glad of it, on 
account of the entertainment they have given me. 
Balfac did the fame thing ; but with more ftiffhefs, 
and confequently lefs diverting. Now I muft tell 
you, that you are to look upon me as one goin<v 
very faft out of the world ; but my fleih and bones 
are to be carried to Holyhead, for I will not lie in 
a country of flaves. It pleafeth me to find that 
vou begin to diflike things, in fpite of your philo- 
iophy. Your mufe cannot forbear her hints to 

that 
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that purpofe. I cannot travel to fee you, other- 
wife I folemnly proteft I would do it. I have an 
intention to pafs this winter in the country, with a 
friend forty miles off, and to ride only ten miles a- 
day ; yet is my health fo uncertain, that 1 fear it 
will not be in my power.. I often ride a dozen 
itiiles^ but I come to my own bed at night. My 
beit way would be to marry ; for in that cafe any 
bed would be better than my own. I found you a 
very young man and I left you a middle-aged one; 
you knew me a middle aged man, and now I am 

an old one. Where is my Lord -? Methinks 

I am inquiring after a tulip of laft year.- 4 * You 

“ need not apprehend any Curlls meddling with 
“ your letters to me. I will not deftroy them, but 
“ have ordered my executors to do that office.” 
I have a thoufand things more to fay ; hngavitas eft 
gar ruin ; but I mud remember I havetother letters 
to write, if 1 have time, which I fpend to tell you 
fo. I am ever, deareft Sir* 

Yours, &c. 




LETTER LXXIX: 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Feb. 9. 1735-6. 

Y Cannot properly call you my bed friend, becaufe 
I have not another left who deferves the name ; 
fuch a havock have time, death, exile, and oblivion 
made. Perhaps you would have fewer complaints 
of my ill health and lownefs of fpirits, if they were 
not fome excufe for my delay of writing even to 
you. R is perfectly right what vou fay of the in¬ 
difference in common friends, whether we are Tick 
<?r well, happy or miferable. The very maidser¬ 
vants 
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vants in a family have the fame notion : I have 
heard them often fay, Oh, I am very Tick, if any 
body cared for it! I am vexed when my vifitors 
come with the compliment ufuai here, Mr. Dean, 
I hope you are very well. My popularity, that you 
mention, is wholly confined to the common people, 
who are more conftant than thofe we miicali their 
betters. I walk the ftreets, and fo do my lower 
friends ; from whom, and from whom alone, I 
have a thoufand hats and bleffings upon old ficores, 
which thofe we call the gentry have forgot. But I 
have not the love, or hardly the civility, of any 
one man in power or Ration ; and 1 can boaft, that 
I neither vifit nor am acquainted with any Lord* 
temporal or fpiritual, in the whole kingdom ; nor 
am able to do the leaft good office to the moft de- 
lerving man, except what I can difpofe of in my 
own cathedral upon a vacancy. What hath funk 
my fpirits more than even years and ilcknefs, is re¬ 
flecting on the moft execrable corruptions that 
run through every branch of public manage¬ 
ment. 

I heartily thank you for thofe lines tranflated 
Singula dt nobis anni , &c. You have put them in 
a ftrong and admirable light: but, however, I am 
fa partial, as to be more delighted with thofe which 
are ta do me the greateft honour I (hall ever receive 
from pofterity; and will outweigh the malignity of 
ten thoufand enemies. I never faw them before ; 
by which it is plain that the letter you fent me mif- 

carried.-1 do not doubt that you have choice of 

new acquaintance, and fome of them may be de¬ 
ferring : for youth is the feafon of virtue; corrup¬ 
tions grow with years, and 1 believe the oldeft rogue 
in England is the greateft. You have years enough 
before you to watch whether thefe new acquaint¬ 
ance will keep their virtue, when they leave you, 
and go into the world ; how long will their fpirit 
of independency laft againft the temptations of fu¬ 
ture 
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ture minifters, and future kings.-As to the new 

Lord Lieutenant *, I never knew any of the family; 
fo that I fhall not be able to get any job done by 
him for any deferving friend. 




LETTER LXXX. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Feb. 7. 1735-6. 

TT is fome time fince I dined at the Bifhop of 
Derry’s, where Mr. Secretary Cary told me with 
great concern, that you were taken very ill. I have 
heard nothing flnce; only I have continued in great 
pain of mind; yet for my own fake an*d the world’s, 
more than for yours; becaufe I well know how lit¬ 
tle you value life, both as a philofopher and a Chri¬ 
stian* particularly the latter, wherein hardly one in 
a million of us heretics can equal you. If you are 
well recovered, you ought to be reproached for not 
putting me efpecially out of pain, who could not 
bear the lofs 6f you ; although we muft be for ever 
diftant as much as if I were in the grave, for 
which my years and continual indilpolition are 
preparing me every feafon. I have Raid too long 
from preffing you to give me fome eafe by an ac¬ 
count of your health ; pray do not ufe me fo ill 
any more. I look upon you as an eftate from 
which I receive my beft annualrents, although I am 
never to fee it. Mr. Tickel was at the fame meet¬ 
ing under the fame real concern ; and fo were a 
hundred others of this town who had never feen 
you. 


* The Duke of Devonlhire. 
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I read to the Bifhop of Derry the paragraph in 
your letter which concerned him, and his Lordfhip 
exprefied his thankfulnefs in a manner that became 
him. He is efteemed here as a perfon of learning, 
and converfation and humanity ; but he is beloved 
by all people. 

I have no body now left but you. Pray, be fo 
kind to outlive me ; and then die as foon as you 
pleafe, but without pain ; and let us meet in a bet¬ 
ter place, if my religion will permit, but rather my 
virtue, although much unequal to yours. Pray, 
let my Lord Rathurft know how much I love him; 
I Rill infill on his remembering me, although 
he is too much in the world to honour an abfent 
friend with his letters My Rate ot health is not 
to boalf of; my giddinefs is more or lefs too con- 
ftant ; I fleep ill, and have a poor appetite. I can 
as eafily write a poem in the Chinefe language as 
my own : I am as fit for matrimony as invention ; 
and yet I have daily l'chemes for innumerable efiays 
in profe, and proceed fometimes to no lefs than 
half a dozen lines, which the next morning become 
wafte paper. What vexes me moft is, that my fe¬ 
male friends, who could bear me very well a dozen 
of years ago, have now forfaken me ; although I 
am not fo old in proportion to rhem as I formerly 
was : which I can prove by arithmetic ; for then I 
was double their age, which now I am not. Pray, 
put me out of fear as foon as you can, about that 
ugly ieport of your illnefs ; and let me know who 
this Chefelden is, that hath fo lately fprung up in 
your favour. Give me alfo fome account of your 
neighbour * who writ to me from Bath. I hear he 
refolves to be firenuous for taking off the teft ; 
which grieves me extremely, from ail the unpreju¬ 
diced reafons I ever was able to form, and againft 


* Lord Bolingbroke. 
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the maxim of all wife Chriftian governments f, 
which always had fome eftablilhed religion, leaving 
at beft a toleration to others. 

Farewell my deareft friend ! ever, and upon every 
account that can create friendfhip and elteem. 

LETTER LXXXI. 

March 2J. 1736. 

TF ever I write mere epiftles in verfe, one of them 
fhall be addrefied to you. I have long concert¬ 
ed it, and begun it; but I would make what bears 
your name as iinifhed as my laft work ought to be, 
that is to lay, more finiihed than any of the reft. 
The fubjedt is large, and will divide into four epi¬ 
ftles, which naturally follow the eflay on man, viz. 
i. Of the extent and limits of human reafon and 
fcience. 2. A view of the ufeful and therefore 
attainable, and of the unufeful, and therefore un¬ 
attainable arts*. 3. Of the nature, ends, applica¬ 
tion, and ufe, of different capacities. 4. Of the 
ufe of learning, of the fcience of the world, and 
of wit. It will conclude with a fatire againft the 
mifapplication of all thefe, exemplified by pictures, 
characters, and examples. 

But alas! the talk is great, and non fum qualis 
cram 7 My underftanding indeed, fuch as it is, is 
extended rather than diminifhed. I fee things 
more in the whole, more conliftent, and more 
clearly deduced from, and related to each other. 
But what I gain on the fide of philofophy, I lofe 
on the fide of poetry : the flowers are gone, when 
the fruits begin to ripen, and the fruits perhaps 


*t* The author of the DifTertation on Parties appears to be of the 
fame opinion. JVarb % 

will 
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will never ripen perfe&ly. The climate (under 
our heaven of a court) is but cold and uncertain ; 
the winds rife, and the winter comes on. I find 
myfelf but little difpofed to build a new houfe ; I 
have nothing left but to gather up the relics of a 
wreck, and look about me to fee how few friends 
I have left. Pray, whofe efteem or admiration 
ihould I defire now to procure by my writings ? 
whofe friendfhip or converfation to obtain by them ? 
I am a man of defperate fortunes, that is, a man 
whofe friends are dead : for I never aimed at any 
other fortune than in friends. As foon as I had 
fent my laft letter, I received a moft kind one from 
you, exprefiing great pain for my late illnefs at 
Mr. Chefelden’s. I conclude you was eafed of 
that friendly apprehenfion in a few days after you 
had difpatched yours, for mine muft have reached 
you then. I wondered a little at your quaere, who 
Chefelden was ? It fhews that the trueft merit does 
not travel fo far any way as on the wings of poetry ; 
he is the moft noted, and moft deferving man, in 
the whole profeflion of chirurgery ; and has faved 
the lives of thoufands, by his manner of cutting 

for the ftone.-1 am now well, or what I muft 

call fo. 

I have lately feen fome writings of Lord B.’s, 
fince he went to France. Nothing can deprefs his 
genius : whatever befals him, he will ftill be the 
greateft man in the world, either in his own time, 
or with pofterity. 

Every man you know or care for here, inquires 
of you, and pays you the only devoir he can, that 
of drinking your health. I wifh you had any mo¬ 
tive to fee this kingdom. I could keep you; for 
I am rich, that is, I have more than I want. I 
can afford room for yourfelf and two fervants. 
I have indeed room enough, nothing but myfelf 
at home ; the kind and hearty houfewife is deadd 
the agreeable and inftructive neighbour is gone ! 

P2 ye* 
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yet my houfe is enlarged, and the gardens extend 
and flourifh, as knowing nothing of the guefts 
they have loft. I have more fruit-trees and kitch¬ 
en garden than you have any thought of; nay, I 
a ve good melons and pine-apples of my own 
growth. I am as much a better gardener, as I am 
a worfe poet, than when you faw me : but garden¬ 
ing is near a kin to philofophy ; for Tully fays, 
Agricultura proximo, fapient’ue . For God’s hike, 
why fhould not you, (that are a ifep higher than 
a philofopher, a divine, yet have too much grace 
and wit to be a bilhop), e’en give all you have 
to the poor of Ireland, (for whom you have alrea¬ 
dy done every thing elfe), fo quit the place, and 
live and die with me ? And let Tales anim& Concor¬ 
des be our motto and our epitaph. 



LETTER LXXXII. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Dublin , April 22. 1736. 

TV/fY common illnefs is of that kind which utterly 
disqualifies me for all convention; I mean 
my deafnefs : and indeed it is that only which dif- 
courageth me from all thoughts of coming to Eng¬ 
land ; becaufe I 4m never lure that it may not re'- 
turn in a week If it were a good honed: gout, I 
could catch an interval to take a voyage, and in a 
warm lodging get an eafy chair, and be able to hear 
and roar among my friends. “ As to what you 
cc fay of your letters, llnce you have many years of 
“ life more than I, my refolution is to dire& my 
“ executors to fend you all your letters, well fealed 
ic and packeted, along with fome legacies mention- 
“ ed in my will, and leave them entirely to your 

“ difpofal. 
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“ difpofal. Tbofe tilings are all tied up, indorfed, 
“ and locked in a cabinet, and I have not one fer- 
“ vantwho can properly be laid to write or read. 
“ No mortal fhall copy them, but you fhall iurely 
“ have them when I am no more.” I have a little 
repined at my being hitherto flipped by you in your 
epilfles, not from any other ambition than the title 
of, a friend; and in that fenfe I expe<ft you fliall 
perform your promife, if your health, andleilure, 
and inclination will permit. I deny your loling on 
the fide of poetry; I could reafon againft you a 
little from experience : you are, and will be lome 
years to come, at the age when invention ftill keeps 
its ground, and judgement is at full maturity ; but 
your fubje&s are much more difficult when confin¬ 
ed to verfe. I am amazed to fee you exhauft the 
whole fcience of morality in fo rr.afterly a manner. 
Sir W. Temple faid, that the lofs of friends was a 
tax upon long life. It need not be very long, fince 
you have had fo great a fhare, but I have not above 
one left: and in this country I have only a few ge¬ 
neral companions of good nature and middling un- 
derftandings. How fhould 1 know Chefelden ? On 
your fide men of fame hart up and die, before we 
here (at leaf! I) know any thing of the matter. I 
am a little comforted with what you fay of Lord 
B.’s genius ftill keeping tip, and preparing to ap¬ 
pear by effircfts worthy of the author, and ufeful to 

the world.-Common reports have made me 

very uneafy about your neighbour Mr. P. It is af¬ 
firmed, that he hath been very near death. I love 
him for being a patriot in the moll: corrupted times, 
and highly efteem his excell nt underftanding. No¬ 
thing but the perverfe nature of my diforders, as I 
have above deferibed them, and which are abfolute 
difqualifications for converfe, could binder me from 
waiting on you at Twickenham, and nuriing you 
to Paris. In fhort, my ailments amount to a pro¬ 
hibition ; althpugh I am, as you deferibe yourlelr, 

what 
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what I mujl call weli, yet I have not fpirits left to 
ride out, which (excepting walking) w*as my only 
diver lion. And I muft expeft to decline every 
mouth, like one who lives upon his principal fum, 
which muft iclTen everyday ; and indeed I am like- 
wile literally almoft in the fame cafe, while everv 
body owes me, and no body pays me. Inftead of 
a young race of patriots on your fide, which gives 
me fome glimpie of joy, here we hare the direct 
contrary, a race of young dunces and Atheifts, or 
old villains and monfters, whereof four fifths are 
more wicked and ftupid than Chartres. Your 
wants are fo few, that you need not be rich to fup- 
ply them ; and my wants are fo many, that a kings 
ieven millions of guineas would not Support me. 




LETTER LXXXIII. 

sfug. 17. 1736. 

T Find, though I have lefs experience than you, 
x the truth of what you told me fome time "ago, 
that increafe of years makes men more talkative, 
but lefs writative; to that degree, that I now write 
no letters but of plain buiinefs, or plain how-d’ye’s 
to thofe few I am forced to correfpond with, either 
out of neceffi v, or love. And I grow laconic even 
beyond laconicifm; for fo uetimes I return only 
Yes, or No, to queftionaiy or petitionary epilUes 
of half a yard long. You and Bolinbroke are the 
only men to whom I write, and always in folio. 
You are indeed almoft the only men I know, who 
either can write in this age, or whofe writings will 
reach the next; others are mere mortals Whatever 
failings fuck men may have, a relpect is due to 

them. 
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them, as luminaries whofe exaltation renders their 
motion a little irregular, or rather caufes it to feem 
fo to others. I am afi aid to cenfure any thing I hear 
of Dean Swift, becaufel hear it only from mortals 
blind and dull: and you ihouid be cautious of cen- 
furing any a&ion or motion of Lord B. becaufeyou 
hear it only from fhallow, envious, or malicious 
reporters. What you writ to me about him, I find 
to my great lcandal repeated in one of yours to —. 
Whatever you might hint to me, was this for the 
profane ? The thing, if true, lhould be concealed ; 
but it is, I allure you, abfolutelv untrue in every 
circumftance. He has fixed in a very agreeable re¬ 
tirement near Fountainbleau, and makes it his 
whole bufinefs vacare Uteris . But tell me the truth, 
were you not angry at his omitting to write to you 
fo long ? I may, for I hear from him feldomer than 
from you, that is, twice or thrice a-year at moft. 
Can you poflxbiy think he can nerlecl you or difre- 
gard you? If you catch yourlelf at thinking fuch 
nonlenfe, your parts are decayed : for believe me, 
great geniuies muft and do efleemone other, and I 
queftion if any others can efteem or comprehend 
uncommon merit. Others only guefs at that me¬ 
rit, or fee glimmerings of their minds. A genius 
has the intuitive faculty: therefore, imagine what 
you will, you cannot be fo fure of any man’s e- 
fleem as of his. If I can think that neither he nor 
you defpife me, it is a greater honour to me by far, 
and will be thought fo by pofterity, than if all the 
houfe of Lords writ commendatory verfesupon me, 
the Commons ordered me to print my works, the 
universities gave me public thanks, and the King, 
Queen, and Prince, crowned me with laurel. You 
are a very ignorant man, you don ; L ow the figure 
his name and your’s will make hereafter: I do, and 
will preferve all the memorials I can, that I was of 
your intimacy ; longo , fed proximus, intervalh I 
will not quarrel with the prefent age; it has done 

enough 
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enough for me, in making and keeping you two 
my fiiends. Do not you be too angry at it, and let 
not him be t >o angry at it; it has done and can do 
neither of you any manner of harm, as long as it 
has not, and cannot burn your works : while thofe 
fubfift, you will both appear the greateft men of the 
time, in fpite of princes and minifters ; and the 
wife ft, in fpite of all the little errors you may pleafe 
to commit. 

Adieu. May better health attend you, than, I 
fear, you poffefs; may but as good health attend 
you always as mine is at prefent; tolerable, when 
an ealy mind is joined with it. 


*XXXXXXXXXXXX£XXXXXXXXXXXX* 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Dec . 2. 1736. 

T Think you owe me a letter; but whether you do 
or not, I have not been in a condition to write. 
Years and infirmities have quite broke me ; I mean 
that odious and continual dif'order in my head. I 
neither read, nor write, nor remember, nor con- 
verfe. All I have left is to walk and ride ; the firft 
I can do tolerably, but the latter, for want of good 
weather at this fcafon, is feldom in my power ; and 
having not an ounce of fleili about me, my lkin 
comes off in ten miles riding; becaufe my lkin and 
bone cannot agree together. But I am angry, be¬ 
caufe you will not fuppofe me as fick as I am, and 
write to me out of perfect charity, although 1 fhould 
not be able to anfwer. I have too many vexations, 
by my Ration and the impertinence of people, to 
2 be 
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be able to bear the mortification of not hearing 
from a very few diftant friends that are left; 
and, confidering how time and fortune have 
ordered matters, I have hardly one friend left 
but yourfelf. What Horace fays, Singula de nobis 
anni pradantur , I feel every month at fartheft ; and 
by this computation, if I hold out two years, I fhall 
think it a miracle My comfort is, you began to 
diftinguifh fo confounded early, that your acquain¬ 
tance with diftinguifhed men of ail kinds was almoft 
as ancient as mine ; I mean Wycherly, Rowe, Prior, 
Congreve, Addifon, Parnell, &c. and, in fpite of 
your heart, you have owned me a cotemporary; 
not to mention Lords Oxford, Bolingbroke, Har- 
court, Peterborow. In Short, I was the other day re¬ 
collecting twenty-feven great ministers, or men of wit 
and learning, who are all dead, and all of my ac¬ 
quaintance, within twenty years paft ; neither have 
1 the.grace to be forry, that the prefent times are 

drawn to the dregs as well as my own life. - 

May friends be happy in this and a better life ; but I 
value not what becomes of pofterity, when I con- 

fider from what monfters they are to fpring. - 

My Lord Orrery writes to you to-morrow, and you 
fee I fend this under his cover, or at leaft franked 
by him. He has 3000 1 . a-year about Cork, and 
the neighbourhood, and has more than three years 
rent unpaid: this is our condition in thefe bleffed 
times. I writ to your neighbour about a month a- 
go, and fubferibed my name; I fear he hath not 
received my letter, and wifh you would aik him : 
but perhaps he is ftill a-rambling; for we hear of 
him at Newmarket, and that Boerhaave hath resto¬ 
red his health.- How my fervices are lefiened of 

late-with the number of my friends on your fide ! 
yet my Lord Bathurft, and Lord Mafham, ana 
Mr. l ewis remain ; and being your acquaintance, 

I defirc, when you fee them, to deliver my com¬ 
pliments ; but chiefly to Mrs. P. B. and let me 
Vol X. know 
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know whether fhe be as young and agreeable as 
when I law her iaft. Have you got a fupply of 
new friends to make up for thofc who are gone ? 
and are they equal to the firfl ? I am afraid it is 
with friends as with times, and that the laudator 
tempo, is aUi ft puero, is equally applicable to both. 
I am lefs grieved for living here, becaufe it is a per¬ 
fect retirement, and confequently fitteft for thofe 
who are grown good for nothing ; for this town 
and kingdom are as much out of the world as 

North Wales.-My head is fo ill that I cannot 

write a paper full as I ufed to do ; and yet I will not 

forgive a blank of half an inch from you.-I 

had reafon to expett from fome of your letters, 
that we were to hope for more epillles of morality; 
and, 1 allure you, my acquaintance refent that they 
have not feen my name at the head of one. The 
iubjeft of Inch epillles are more ufeful to the pu¬ 
blic, by your manner of handling them, than any 
of all your writings; and although in fo profligate 
a world as ours, they may poffibly not much mend 
our manners, yet polferity will enjoy the benefit, 
whenever a court happens to have the leaft relifh 
for virtue and religion. 


LETTER LXXXV. 
To Dr. SWIFT. 


Dec. 30. 1736. 

Y Our very kind letter has made me more me¬ 
lancholy, than almoft any thing in this world 
now can do. For I can bear any thing in it, bad 
as it is, better than the complaints of my friends. 

Though 
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Though others tell me you are in pretty good 
health, and in good fpirits, I find the contrary 
when you open your mind to me. And indeed it 
is but a prudent part, to feem not fo concerned 
about others, nor fo crazy ourfelves as we really 
are : for we ihall neither be beloved nor efteemed 
the more, by our common acquaintance, for any 
affliction or any infirmity. But to our true friend we 
may, we muft complain, of what (it is a thoufand 
to one) he complains with us : for if we have known 
him long, he is old, and if he has known the 
world long, he is out of humour at it. If you have 
but as much more health than others at your age, 
as you have more wit and good temper, you fhall 
not have much of my pity : but if you ever live ro 
have lefs, you lhall not have lei's of my affeXion. 
A whole people will rejoice at every year that ihall 
be added to you, of which you have had a late in- 
ftance in the public rejoicings on your birthday. I 
can allure you, fomething better and greater than 
high birth and quality muft go toward acquiring 
thofe demonftrations of public efteem and love. I 
have feen a royal birthday uncelebrated, but by one 
Vile ode, and one hired bonfire. Whatever years 
may take away from you, they will not take away 
the general cfteem for your fenfe, virtue, and cha¬ 
rity. 

The mod melancholy effeX of years is that you 
mention* the catalogue of thofe we loved and have 
loft, perpetually increafmg How much that re¬ 
flexion ftruck me, you will lee from the motto 
I have prefixed to my book of letters, which 
fo much againft my inclination has been drawn 
from me. It is from Catullus : 

Qiio defiderio veteres revocamus amores y 
Atque olim amijfas flemus amicitias! 

I detain this letter till I can find fome fafe convey¬ 
ance.* innocent as it is, and as all letters of mine 
Qji muft 
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muft he, of any thing to offend my fuperiors, ex¬ 
cept the reverence I bear to true merit and virtue. 
“ But I have much reafon to fear, thofe which you 
ic have too partially kept in your hands, will get 
“ out in fome very difagreeable fliape, in cafe of our 
mortality : and the more reafon to fear it, flnee 
“ this laft month Curl has obtained from Ireland 
i( two letters, (one of Lord Bolingbroke and one 
€e of mine to you, which we wrote in the year 
(i 172 3), and he has printed them, to the beft of 
“ my memory, rightly, except one paffage concern- 
“ ing Dawley, which muft have been fince infert- 
<c ed, fince my Lord had not that place at that 
e< time. Your anfwer to that letter he has not got; 
“ it has never been out of my cuftody ; for whate- 
<c ver is lent is loft, (wit as well as money), to 
thefe needy poetical readers.” 

The world will certainly be the better for his 
change of life. He feems, in the whole turn of 
his letters, to be a fettled- and principled philofo- 
plier, thanking Fortune for the tranquility he has 
been led into by her averlion> like a man driven by 
a violent wind, from the fea into a calm harbour. 
You alk me, if I have got any fupply of new friends 
to make up for thofe that are gone ? I think that 
impofhble ; for not our friends only, but fo much 
of ourfelves is gone, by the mere flux and courfe 
of year's, that, were the fame friends to be reftored 
to us, we could not be reftored to ourfelves, to en¬ 
joy them. But as when the continual wafhing of a 
river takes away our flowers and plants, it throws 
weeds and fedges in their room * ; fo die courfe of 
time brings us fomething, as it deprives us of a 
great deal; and inftead of leaving us what we cui- 


* There are f me ftrokes in this letter, which can be accounted 
for no o.-herwife, than by the author’s extreme companion and ten- 
nefs of heart, too much abetted by the complaints of a peeviih old 
man, (labouring and impatient under his infirmities), and too intent 
in the friendly office of mohfying them. Wa>b . 


tivated 
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tivated, and expelled to flourifli, and adorn us, 
gives us only what is of fome little ufe, by accident. 
Thus I have acquired, without my feeking, a few 
chance acquaintance, of young men, who look 
rather to the paft age than the prefent, and there¬ 
fore the future may have lome hopes of them. If 
I love them, it is'becaufe they honour fome of 
thofe whom I, and the world, have loft, or are lc- 
fing. Two or three of them have diftinguilhed 
themfelves in parliament;, and you will own, in a 
very uncommon manner, when J tell you, it is by 
their afierting of independency, and contempt of cor¬ 
ruption. One or two are linked to me, by their 
love of the fame ftudies, and the fame authors. 
But l will own to you, my moral capacity has got 
fo much the better of my poetical, that I have few 
acquaintance on the latter fcore, and none without 
a calling weight on the former. But I find my heart 
hardened, and blunt to new impreflions; it will 
fcarce receive or retain aftediions of yefterday ; and 
thofe friends who have been dead thcfe twenty 
years, are more prefent to me now than thofe 1 fee 
daily. You, dear Sir, are one of the former fort 
to me in all refpe&s, but that we can yet correfpond 
together. I don't know whether it is not more 
vexatious to know we are both in one world, with¬ 
out any farther intercourfe. Adieu. I can fay no 
more, I feel fo much. Let me drop into common 

things. -Lord Malham has juft married his 

fon. Mr. Lewis has juft buried his wife. Lord 
Oxford wept over your letter in pure kindnefs. 
Mrs. B. fighs more for you than for the lofs of 
youth. She fays Ihe will be agreeable many years 
hence, for lire has learned that fecret from fome 
receipts of your writing,——Adieu. 


LETTER 
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letter lxxxvi. 


23. 1736-7. 

JTHough you were never to write to me, yet 
what you defired in your laR, that I would 
write often to you, would be a very eafy talk : for 
every day I talk with you, and of you, in my 
heart; and I need only fet down what that is think- 
ing of. The nearer I find myfelf verging to that 
period of life which is to be labour and forrow, the 
more I prop myfelf upon thofe few fupports that 
are left me. People in this Rate are like props in¬ 
deed ; they cannot Rand alone, but two or more 
of them can Rand, leaning and bearing upon one 
another. I wifh you and I might pafs this part of 
life together. My only neceflary care is at an end. 
I am now my own maRer too much ; my houfe is 
too large ; my gardens furniRi too much wood and 
provifion for my ufe. My fervants are fenfible and 
tender of me. They have intermarried, and are 
become rather low friends than fervants; and to all 
thofe that I lee here with pleafure, they take a plea- 
lure in being ufeful I conclude this is your cafe 
too in your domeRic life ; and I fometimes think 
of your old houfekeeper as my nurfe; though I 
tiembie at the fea, which only divides us. As \our 
fears are not fo great as mine, and, I firmly hope, 
your Rrength Rill much greater, is it utterly impof- 
lible, it might once more be fome pleafure to you to fee 
England ? My foie motive in propoling France tomeet 
m, was the narrownefs of the paflage by fea from 
hence ; the phyficians having told me, the weak¬ 
ness of my breaR, drr. is Rich, as a fea-ficknefs 
might endanger my life. Though one or two of 
our fi iends are gone, fince you faw your native 

country 
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country *, there remain a few more who will laft 
lb till death, and who, I cannot but hope, have an 
attraftive power, to draw you back to a country 
which cannot quite be lunk or inflaved, while fuck, 
fpirits remain. And let me tell you, there are a 
few more of the fame fpirit, who would awaken 
all your old ideas, and revive your hopes of her 
future recovery and virtue. Thefe look up to you 
with reverence, and would be animated by the fight 
of him at whofe foul they have taken fire, in his 
writings, and derived from thence as much love of 
their fpecies as is confident with a contempt for the 
knaves of it. 

I could never be weary, except at the eyes, of 
writing to you ; but my real reafon (and a ftrong 
one it is) for doing it lo feldom, is fear; fear of a 
very great and experienced evil, that of my letters 
being kept by the partiality of friends, and palling 
into the hands and malice of enemies ; who publifh 
them with all their imperfections on their head; fo 
that I write not on the common terms of lioneft 
men. 

Would to God you would come over with Lord 
Orrery, whofe care of you in the voyage I could fo 
certainly depend on ; and bring with you your old 
houfekeeper, and two or three fervants. I have 
room for all, a heart for all, and (think what 
you will) a fortune for all. We could, were we 
together, contrive to make our laft days eafy, and 
leave fome fort of monument, what friends two wits 
could be, in fpite of all the fools in the world. A- 
dieu. 


# The Dean was born in Ireland. This I 
ientence may be undcrftood in a double fenfe. 


mention, becauCe the 
Dub. Edit . 
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LETTER LXXXVIL 


From Dr. SWIFT. 

Dublin, May'll. 1737. 

TT is true, I owe you fome letters; but it has 
^ pleafed God, that I have not been in a condition 
to pay ^ou. When you lhali be at my age, per¬ 
haps you may ly under the fame difability to your 
prefent or futurefriends. But my age is not my dif¬ 
ability; for I can walk fixorfeven miles, and ride a 
dozen. But I am deaf for two months together. 
This deafnefs unqualifies me for all company, ex¬ 
cept a few friends with counter-tenor voices, 
whom I can call names, if they do not fpeak loud 
enough for my ears. It is this evil that hath hin¬ 
dered me from venturing to the Bath, and to 
Twickenham : for deafnefs being not a frequent 
diforder, hath no allowance given it; and the fcurvy 
figure a man affected that way makes in company, 
is utterly infuportable. 

It was I began with the petition to you of Orr. 2 
me, and now you come, like an unfair merchant, 
to charge me with being in your debt ; which, by 
your way of reckoning, I muff always be ; for 
yours are always guineas, and mine farthings; 
and yet I have a pretence to quarrel with you, be- 
caufe I am not at the he^d of any one of your 
cpiftles. I am often wondering, how you come to 
excel all mortals on the fubje£t of morality, even 
in the poetical way; and fhould have wondered 
more, if nature and education had not made you a 
profellor o? it from your infancy. “ All the let- 
li ters I can find of vour’s, I have fattened in a 

2 tc folio 
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“ folio cover, and the reft in bundles indorfed ; 
** but, by reading their dates, I find a chaftn of 
ce fix years, of which I can find no copies; and 
yet I keep them with all poffible care. But I 
have been forced, on three or four occafions, 
“ to lend all my papers to fome friends ; yet thofe 
u papers were all fent fealed in bundles to fome 
ic faithful friends ; however, what I have are not 
“ much above fixty.” I found nothing in any 
one of them to be left out. None of them have 
any thing to do with party, of which you are the 
cleareft of all men by your religion, and the whole 
tenor of your life ; while I am raging every mo¬ 
ment again ft the corruption of both kingdoms, 
efpecially of this ; fuch is my weaknefs. 

I have read your epiftle of Horace to Auguftus. 
It was fent me in the Englifh edition, as foon as it 
could come. They are printing it in a fmall o<fta- 
vo. The curious are looking out, fome for flat¬ 
tery, fome for ironies in it. The four folks 
think they have found out fome: but your ad¬ 
mirers here, I mean every man of tafte, aflfetft to 
be certain, that the profeflion of friendfhipto me 
in the fame poem will not fuffer yoii to be thought 
a flatterer. Myhappinefs is, that you are too far 
engaged; and in Ipite of you, the ages to come 
will celebrate me, and know you were a friend 
who loved and efteemed me, although I died the 
objeft of court and party hatred. 

Pray, who is that Mr. Glover who writ the ethic 
poem, called Leonidas , which is reprinting here, 
and hath great vogue ! We have frequently good 
poems of late from London. I have juft read one 
upon converfation, and two or three others. But 
the croud do not incumber you, who, like the o* 
rator or preacher, ftand aloft, and are feen above 
the reft, more than the whole aflemblv below. 

I am able to write no more ; and this is my third 
endeavour, which is too weak to finiflt the paper. I 
Vol X. R am. 
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am, my deareff friend, yours entirely, as long as I 
can write, or fpeak, or think. 

J. Swift. 



LETTER LXXXVIIL 


From Dr. SWIFT. 

Dublin , July 23. 1737. 

T Sent a letter to you fome weeks ago, which my 
Lord Orrery inclofed in one of his, to which I 
-received as yet no anfwer ; but it will be time e- 
nough when his Lordlhip goes over, which will 
be, as he hopes, in about ten days ; and then he will, 
take with him “ all the letters I preferved of 
i( your’s, which are not above twenty-five. I 
“ find there is a great chafin of fome years, but the 
i( dates are more early than my two laft journies to 
<c England; which makes me imagine, that in one 
“ of thofe journies I carried over another cargo,” 
But I cannot truft my memory half an hour; and 
my diforders of deafnefs and giddinefs increafe 
daily. So that I am declining as faff as it is eafily 
pofilble for me, if I were a dozen years older. 

We have had your volume of letters, which, I 
am told, are to be printed here. Some of thofe who 
highly efteem you, and a few who know you per- 
fonally, are grieved to find you make no diftinction 
between the Englifh gentry of this kingdom, and 
the lavage old Irifh, (who are only the vulgar, and 
fome gentlemen who live in the Irifh parts of the 
kingdom) : but the Englifh colonies, who are three 
parts in four, are much more civilized than many 
counties in England, and fpeak better Englifh, 
and are much better bred. And they think it very 

hard. 
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hard, that an American, who is of the fifth generati¬ 
on from England, fhouldbe allowed to preferye that 
title,only becaufe we have been told by fome of them, 
that their names are entered m fome parifh in Lon¬ 
don. I have three or fourcoufins here, who were 
born in Portugal, whofe parents took die fame care, 
and they are ali of them Londoners. Dr. Delany, 
who, as I take it, is of an Iriili family, came to vi- 
fit me three days, on purpofe to complain of thole 
paffages in your letters. He will not allow fuch a 
difference between the two climates ; but will afiert 
that North-Wales, Northumberland, Yorkfhire, 
and the other northern fhires, have a more cloudy 
nngenial air than any part of Ireland. In ihort, I 
am afraid your friends and admirers here will force 
you to make a palinody. 

As for the other parts of your volume of letters, 
my opinion is, that there might be collected from 
them the beft fyftem that ever was wrote for the 
condutt of human life, at leaf: to fliame all ra- 
fonable men cut of their follies and vices. It is 
fome recommendation of this kingdom, and of the 
tafie of the people, that you are at leaft as highly 
celebrated here as you are at home. If you will 
blame us for flaverv, corruption, Atheifm, and 
fuch trifles, do it freely; but include England, on¬ 
ly with an addition of every other vice.-1 wifh 

you would give orders againft the corruption of 
Englifh, by thofe fcriblers who fend us over their 
traih in profe and verfe, with abominable curtail¬ 
ings and quaint modernifms.-1 am now daily 

expecting an end of life. I have loft all fpirit, and 
every ferap of health. I fometimes recover a little 
of my hearing, but my head is ever out of order. 
While I have any ability to hold a commerce with 
you, I will never be filent; and this chancing to 
be a day that I can hold a pen, I will drag it as 
long as I am able. Pray let my Lord Orrery Ice 
you often ; next to yourfelf, I love no man lo well; 
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and tell him what I fay, if he vifits you. I have 
now done ; for it is evening, and my head grows 
worfe. May God always protect you, and preferve 
you long, for a pattern of piety and virtue. 

Farewell, my deareft and almofl only conftant 
y friend. I am ever, at lead in my efteem, honour, 

' and affection to you, what I hope vou expect me 
to be, * 

Yours, &c. 


letter lxxxix. 

From Dr. SWIFT. 

Myt.orfri'nt, DMi »-«■- 7 )*- 

T H “ v f y° urs of July 25. ; and firft, I defire vou 
' v ‘ '°°k upon me as a man worn with years, 
and funk by public as well as perfonal vexations. 
I have entirely loft my memory, incapable of con- 
verfation by a cruel deafnefs, which has Lifted al- 
mofl a year, and I defpair of any cure. I fay not 
this to increafe your companion, (of which vou 
have already too great a part), but as an excufe'for 
my not being regular in my letters to you, and fome 
few other friends I have an ill name in the pofl- 
°n j 0lh kingdoms ; which makes the letters 
addreffed to me not feldom mifcarry, or be open¬ 
ed and read, and then fealed in a bungling man- 
ner, before they come to my hands. Our friend 
Mrs. 13 . is very often in my thoughts, and high in 
my efteem. I defire you will be the meffenger of 
my humble thanks and fervice to her. That fupc- 
nor umverfal genius you defcribe, whole hand¬ 
writing I know towards the end of your letter, hath 
made me both proud and happy ; but by what he 

writes. 
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writes, I fear he will be too foon gone to his foreft 
abroad. He began in the Queen’s time to be my 
patron, and then defcended to be my friend. 

It is a great favour of heaven that your health 
grows better by the addition of years. I have ab¬ 
solutely done with poetry for Several years pad:, 
and even at my bed: times I could produce nothing 
but trifles. I therefore reject your compliments on 
that fcore : and it is no compliment in me ; for I 
take your fecond dialogue that you lately fent me, 
to equal almoft any thing you ever writ; although 
I live fo much out of the world, that I am igno¬ 
rant of the fadts and perfons, which, I prefume, 
are very well known fromTemple-bar to St. James’s; 
(I mean the Court exclufive.) 

“ I can faithfully aflure you, that every letter 
“ you have favoured me with, thefe twenty years 
cc and more, are fealed up in bundles, and deiiver- 
“ ed to Mrs. W-, a very worthy, rational, and 

judicious coufln of mine, and the only relation 
“ whofe vifits I can fuller. All thefe letters Ihe is 
“ directed to fend fafely to you, upon my de- 
“ ceafe.” 

My Lord Orrery is gone with his I.ady to a part 
of her eftate in the north, bhe is a perfon of very 
good underftanding, as any I know of her fex. 
Give me leave to write here a fliort anfwer to my 
Lord B.’s letter, in the lad: page of yours. 


My dear Lord, 

I am infinitely obliged to your Lordfliip for the 
honour of yoyr letter, and kind remembrance of 
me. I do here confefs, that I have more obliga¬ 
tions to your Lordfliip, than to all the world be- 
fides. You never deceived me, even when you 
were a great minifter of ftate : and yet I love you 
ftill more, for your condefcending to write to me, 
when you had the honour to be an exile. I can 
hardly hope to live till you publifli your hiftory. 
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and am vain enough to wifh that my name could 
be fqueezed in among the few fubalterns, quorum 
pars parvn fui . If not, I will be revenged, and 
contrive fome way to be known to futurity, that I 
had the honour to have your Lordlhip for my beft 
patron ; and I will live and die, with the higheft 
veneration and gratitude, your moft obedient, <bc. 


P S. I will here, in a poftfeript, correct (if it be 
poftible) the blunders I have made in my letter. 
I lliewed my coufin the above letter; and fhe af- 


fures me that a great collection of ' OU1 ' letters to 

me, , r , , f . ®y* 

you are put lip and * eale ^ and m fome very fafe 

hand f. 

I am, my moft dear and honoured friend, en¬ 
tirely yours, 


It is now Aug . 24. 1738. 


J. Swift. 
LET- 


* It is written juft thus in the original. The book that is now 
printed, Teems to be p rt of the collection here fpoken of j as it con¬ 
tains not only the letters of Mr. Pope, but of Dr. Swift, both to him 
and Mr. Gay, which were returned him after Mr. Gay’s death : 
though any mention made by Mr. Pope of the return or exchange of 
letters, has been induftrioully fupprelTed in the publication, and only 
appears by fome of the anfwers. Dub. edit . 

f The Earl of ORRERY to Mr. POrE. 

Str, 

I Am mote and more convinced, that your letters are neither lofl 
nor burnt; but who the Dean means by a fafe band in Ireland, 
is beyond mv power cf guefling, though I am particularly acquainted 
with moft, if not all of his friends, As I knew you had'the recovery 
of thofe letters at heart, I took more than ordinary pains to find out 
where they were $ bur my inquiries were to no purpofe ; and I fear, 
whoever has them is too tenacious of them to difeover where they lie. 

Mrs W d.d afl~ure me, fhe had not one of them j and feemed 
“ t0 be under pteat uneafinefs, that y. ufhould imagine they were left 
with her She likewife toh» me The had Popped the Dean’s letter 
v. hich gave y u that information ; but believed he would write fuch 
*' anothcr: d therefore defired m. to allure you from her, that fhe 
i was totally ignorant where they were.’* 




You 
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LETTER XC. * 

Dr. SWIFT to his unde WILLIAM SWIFT f. 

Sir, Moore Park, Nov. 2 y 1692. 

H Y After told me, you was pleafed (when fhe 
was here) to wonder, I did To feldom write to 
you, I been fo kind, to impute it 

neither 


You rmy make what ufe you pleafe, either to the Dean, or any 
other perfon, of what I have told you I ~m ready to teftify it; and 
I think it ought ro be known, ‘ That he Dean fays they are deli- 

« vered into a fafe hand, and Mrs. W--* declares lhe has them 

tc not. The confequence of their being hereafter publifhcd, may 
€S give uneafinefs to fome of your friends, and of courfe to you: lo 
“ 1 would do all in my power to make you entirely eafy in that 
lc point/ 1 

This is the firft tim I have pu' pen to paper fince my late misfor¬ 
tune 5 and I lhould fay, as an excufe for this letter, that it has coft 
me fome pain, did it not allow me an opportunity to aflure you, 
that I am. 

Dear Sir, 

With the truert: efteem, 

Marflon, OCi. 4. Your very faithful and obedient fervant, 

173S. Orrery* 

* This lady fince gave Mr. Pope the flrongefl affurances, that fr; had 
ttfed her utmoji endeavours to prevent the pub lie.it ion ; nay, went fo far a: 
19 fecrete the book, till it was commanded f ont her, and dvivcreJ to the 
Dublin printer. JVhereupon her fr in-law, Dr. Swift, Efq’, infifted 
upon writing a preface , to jufiify Mr. Pope fo-v having a y knowledge 
of it, and to lap it upon the corrupt practices of the print ns in L dor. j 
hut this he would not agree to , as not knowing the truth of the faEi» 
Pope. 

* This and the three following lette-s arc taken from Mr. Deane 

Swift's Eflay on the life, writings, &c. of Dr. Swift. 

f This letter is torn and iraperft&in fevral plac-s.-Tns fP 1 / 

ftolary fragment is fo far curious, as it gives us a fo cimen of S wift s 
manner of writing and thinking, at that early period or his life. 

You do not fee in tnis letter the leaft fympt ms of that peculiar turn 
of phrafe which afterwards appeared in all his writings, ven in is 
mod trifling letters. Neither his learning nor h.s genius were yet ar- 
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neither to ill mann refpecT. I always 

thought that fufficient from one, 
^ ho has alw ays been but too troublefome to you. 
Betides, I know your averfion to impertinence, and 
God knows fo very private a life as mine can fur- 
ndh a letter with little elfe : for I often am two or 
tnree months without feeing any body befides the 
family ; and now my After is gone, 1 am likely to 
be more lolitary than before. I am ftill to thank 
} on for your care in my t eft imo mum ; and it was 
to very good purpofe, for I never was more fatis- 
ned than in the behaviour of the univerlity of Ox- 
ford to me. I had all the civilities I could wifh for, 
and fo many favours, that I am a- 

ihamed to have been more obliged in a few weeks 
to ltrangers, than ever I was in feven years to Dub¬ 
lin college. I am not to take orders till the Kinir 
gives me a prebendary | : and Sir William Temple, 
though he promifes me the certaintv of it, yet is 
lefs forward than I could with || ; becaufe, I i'up- 
pole, lie believes I fhall leave him * ; and upon 

lome accounts he thinks me a little neceflary to 

him f r r T J 

1 Ir 1 were 

. r entertainment, or doing you any fa- 

tisfaftion by my letters, I fliould be very glad to 

perform it that way, as I am bound to do it bv all 

others. I am forry my fortune fhould fling me fo 

far from the beft of my relations, but hope that I 

Hull have the happmefs to fee you lome time or 

f 

V 

effel of'Su.v'rn ° f r Pen - efS - ° r pcrha P s ,bc rather the 

belin.hl , y b . an and in that cafe the ftyle of it nu.il 

be lUabora.e and void of ail freedom and vivacity. Orrery. 

roL n „ a - fr ° m thi | P affj S<=> ^at led.es not fpeak of 
going into the church as a point of news to his uncle. Swift P 

and Sh Wimam Te g Zr d - 1 “ wh!ch between him 

« ' 1 em Ph ln >ne year 1694. Swift. 

liam Te 5 e.“ £,}? ^ ° f 3 6 °° J de "‘ ° f a "8* SirWil- 
liam TeZ a p U Vs a woks. t!m s^r emp '° yed in the ' ev!falof S!r Wil ' 

z other 
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other. Pray my humble fervice to my good aunt, 
and the reft of my relations, if you pleafe. 




LETTER XCI. 

Dr. SWIFT to his Coufin DEANE SWIFT at 
Lifbon 



Liecejler , June 3. 1694. 


T Received your kind letter to-day from your 
lifter ; and am very glad to find you will fpare 
time from bulinels, fo far as to write a long letter 
to one you have none at all with but friendfhip ; 
which, as the world pafles, is perhaps one of the 
idleft things in it. ’Tis a pleafure to me to fee you 
faliy out of your road, and take notice of curiofi- 
ties, of which I am very glad to have part ; and 
defire you to fet by fome idle minutes for a com¬ 
merce which fhall ever be dear to me ; and from 
fo good an obferver as you may eafily be, cannot 
fail of being ufeful. I am forty to fee fo much 
fuperftitition in a country fo given to trade. I half 
ufed to think thofe two to be incompatible. Noc 
that I utterly diflike your proceflions for rain or 
fair weather ; which, as trifling as they are, yec 
have good effe&s to quiet common heads* and in- 
fufe a gaping devotion among the rabble. But your 
burning the old woman, unlefs Ihe werp^i Duegna, 
I fhall never be reconciled to ; though *it is ealily 
obferved, that nations which have moft gallantry 
to the young, are ever the fevereft upon the old. 
I have not leifure to defcant further upon your 

J If this letter be confidered as an epiftle from a young man a lit¬ 
tle above fix and twenty years old, to an intimate friend and relation, 
who was at that time but juft turned of twenty, I hope it will not 
appear in a very mean or contemptible light, Swift, 


Vol.X. 


S 


pleafing 
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pleafing letter, nor any thing to return you from 
lb barren a fccne as this, which I lhall leave in four 
days towards my journey for Ireland. I had de- 
figned a letter to my coufin Willoughby; and the 
laft favour he has done me requires a great deal of 
acknowledgement: but the thoughts of my fending 
lo many before, has made me believe it better to 
truft you with delivering my bed: thanks to him ; 
and that you will endeavour to perfuade him, how 
extreme fenfible of his goodnefs and generofity I 
am. I wifh and fliall pray, he may be as happy as 
he deferve?, and he cannot be more. My mother 
defires her bed: love to him and to you, with both 
our fervices to my coulin his wife. 

I forgot to tell you I left Sir William Temple a 
month ago, jud: as I foretold it to you : and every 
thing happened thereupon exadlly as I guefied. 
He was extreme angry I left him ; and yet would 
not oblige himfelf any further than upon my good 
behaviour, nor would promife any thing firmly to 
me at all : fo that every body judged I did beft to 
leave him. I deiign to be ordained September next, 
and make what endeavours I can for fomething in 
the church. I wrfti it may ever lie in my coulin’s 
way or yours to have intereft to bring me in cha¬ 
plain of the factory. 

If any thing offers from Dublin that may fcrve 
either to fatisfy or divert you, I will not fail of 
contributing, and giving you conftant intelligence 
from thence, of whatever you fhall defire. 

1 am, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XCII. 

Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of OXFORD *. 

My Lord, J u b' *• 1 7 I -r* 

W Hen I was with yon, I have faid more than 
once, that I would never allow quality or Ra¬ 
tion made any real difference between men. Being 
now abfent and forgotten, I have changed my 
mind. You have a thoufand people who can pre¬ 
tend they love you, with as much appearance of 
flncerity as I ; fo that, according to common ju- 
Rice, I can have but a thoufandth part in return of 
what I give. And this difference is wholly owing 
to vour Ration. And the misfortune is Rill the 
greater, becaufe I always loved you juR fo much 
the worfe for your Ration. For in your public ca¬ 
pacity you have often angered me to tne heart, but 
as a private man never once. So that if I only look 
towards mvfelf, I could wifh you a private man to¬ 
morrow. For I have nothing to afk, at leaR no¬ 
thing that you will give, which is the fame thing. 
And then you would fee whether I fhouki not with 
much more willingnefs attend you in a retirement, 
whenever you pleafed to give me leave, than ever I 
did at London or Windfor. From thefe fentiments 
I will never write to you, if I can help it, othei- 
wife than as to a private perfon, nor allow my- 
felf to have been obliged by you in any other capa- 
city. 

The memory of one great inRancc of your can- 


* This letter was written from Berkft-.ire, after the Doctor had 
wholly quitted the miniftry, upon Boding it impofliblc to reconcjle 
the mifundeiftandings between the Lord Treafurerand the Secretary. 


Sroift , 


S 2 


dor 
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dor and jufticc I will carry to my grave ; that hav¬ 
ing been in a manner domeftic with you for almoft 
four years, it was never in the power of any public 
or concealed enemy to make you think ill of me, 
though malice and envy were often employed to 
that end. If I live, pofterity fhall know that and 
more; which though you and fome body that (hall 
be namelefs, feem to value lefs than I could wifh, 
is all the return I can make you. Will you give 
me leave to fay how I would defire to (land in your 
memory ? As one who was truly fenfible of the 
honour you did him, though he was too proud to 
be v ain upon it: as one who was neither aiTuming, 
officious, nor teafing; who never wilfully mifrepre- 
fented perfons or facts to you, nor confulted his 
paflions when he gave a charader : and, laftly, as 
one whofe indifcretions proceeded altogether from 
a weak head, and not an ill heart. I will add one 
thing more, which is the higheft compliment I can 
make, that I never was afraid of offending you, 
nor am now in any pain for the manner I write to 
you in I have faid enough, and like one at your 
levee, having made my bow, I fhrink back into the 
croud. I am, my Lord, cite. 



letter xciii. 

Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of OXFORD. 

T H y a L °k RD i.’ , Dublin, June 14. 1737. 

J Had the honour of a letter from your Lordihip, 
• ated April 7, which I was not prepard to an- 
Aver until this time. Your Lordihip muft needs 
have known, that the hiftory you mention of the 
four laft years of the Queen’s reign was written at 

Wind for. 
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Windfor, juft upon finifhing the peace * ; at which 
time your father and my Lord Bolingbroke had a 
mifunderftanding with each other, that was attend¬ 
ed with very bad confequences. When I came to 
Ireland to take this deanery, (after the peace was 
made), I could not ftay here above a fortnight, be¬ 
ing recalled by an hundred letters to haften back, 
and to ufe my endeavours in reconciling thofe mi- 
nifters. I left them the hiftorv you mention, which 
I had finifhed at Windfor, to the time of the peace. 
When I returned to England, I found their quar¬ 
rels and coldnefs increafed ; I laboured to recon¬ 
cile them as much as I was able ; I contrived to 
bring them to my Lord Mafham’s at St. James's ; 
my Lord and Lady Mafhara left us together; I ex- 
poftulated with them both, but could not find any 
good confequences. I was to go to Windfor next 
day with my Lord Treafurer ; I pretended bufinefs 
that prevented me ; and fo I fent them to "Windfor 
next day, which was Saturday, expecting they would 
come to fome *♦*******-(-. But I followed 
them to Windfor ; where my Lord Bolingbroke 
told me, that my fcheme had come to nothing. 
Things went on at the fame rate. They grew more 
eftranged every day. My Lord Treafurer found 
his credit daily declining. In May, before the 
Queen died, I had my laft meeting with them at 
my Lord Mafham's. He left us together, and 
therefore I lpoke very freely to them both, and told 
them I would retire, for I found all was gone. 
Lord Bolingbroke whifpered me, 1 was in the right. 


* The Dottor means only the firft draught of that hiftorv : for it 
is certain, that, after the Queen’s death, he fpent a good deal of his 
time in improving and correcting it to bis own taHe and liking ; ar.d 
particularly we find in a letter of the Dean’s to Pope, dated Jan. 10. 
1721, [vol. 9. p. 2S6.] that he ftill employed fome part ot his lei— 
lure in digefting it into order. Swift . 

f Here is an hiatus of about half a line. The reader's imagina¬ 
tion can eafily fill it up, fo as to make the f.nfe perfeft. Swift. 

Your 
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Your father faid, all would do well I told him, 
that I would go to Oxford on Monday, fince I 
found it impoffible to be of any ufe. I took coach 
to Oxford on Monday ; went to a friend in Berk- 
fhire ; there Raid till the Queen’s death, and then 
to my Ration here ; where l Raid twelve years, and 
never faw my Lord your father afterwards. They 
could not agree about printing the hiRory of the 
four laR years ; and therefore I have kept it to this 
time, when I determine to publiRi it in London, 
to the confuRon of all thofe * * * * who have ac- 
cufed the Queen and that miniRry of making a bad 
peace ; to which that party entirely owes the Pro- 
teRant fucceRion. I was then in the greateR truR 
and confidence with your father the Lord Treafur- 
er, as well as with my Lord Bolingbroke, and all 
others who had part in the adminiRration. I had 
all the letters from the Secretary’s office during the 
treaty of peace. Out of thofe, and what I learn¬ 
ed from the miniRry, I formed that hiRory which 
I am now going to publifh, for the information of 
poRerity, and to control the moR impudent falfe- 
hoods which have been publiRied fince. I wanted 
no kind of materials. I knew your father better 
than you could at that time ; and I do impartially 
think him the moR virtuous miniRer, and the moR 
able, that ever I remember to have read of. If 
your Lordfliip hath any particular circumftances 
that may fortify what I have faid in the hiRory, 
Rich as letters or other memorials, I am content 
they fhould be printed at the end, by way of ap¬ 
pendix. I loved my Lord your father better than 
any other man in the world, although I had no 
obligation to him on the fcore of preferment; ha¬ 
ving been driven to this wretched kingdom, to 
which I was almoR a Rranger, by his want of pow- 

t This was a very common expreflion of mv Lord Treasurer, wh» 
was the leaft apt to dii'pond cf any mmifterin the world. Swift. 


cr 
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er to keep me in what I ought to call my own coun¬ 
try ; though I happened to be dropped here, and 
was a year old before 1 left it, and, to my forrow, 
did not die before I came back to it again. I am 
extremely glad of the felicity you have in your allian¬ 
ces, and defire to prefent my moft humble refpects 
to my Lady Oxford, and your daughter the Duchefs. 
As to the hiftory, it is only of affairs which I know 
very well, and had all the advantages poflible to 
know, when you were in fome fort but a lad. 
One great defign of it is, to do jufiice to the mi- 
niftry of that time, and to refute all the objections 
againfi: them, as if they had a defign of bringing 
in Popery and the Pretender; and further to de- 
monftrate, that the prefent fettlement of the crown 
was chiefly owing to my Lord your father. I can 
never expect to fee England ; I am now too old and 
fickly, added to almoft a perpetual deafnefs and 
giddinefs. I live a moft domeftic life ; I want no¬ 
thing that is neceffary ; but I am in a curfed, fac¬ 
tious, opprefl’ed, miferable country, not made fo 
by nature, but by the flavifh, hellifh principles of 
an execrable prevailing faCtion in it. Farewell, my 
Lord, I have tired you and myfelf. I defire again 
to prefent my molt humble refpeCts to my Lady 
Oxford, and the Duchefs your daughter. Pray 
God preferve you long and happy. I fhall dili¬ 
gently inquire into your conduct, from thofe who 
will tell me. You have hitherto continued right : 
let me hear that you perfevere fo. Your tafk will 
not be long ; for I am not in a condition of health 
or time to trouble this world, and I am heartily 
tired of it already ; and fo ihould be in England, 
which l hear is full as corrupt as this poor inflaved 
country. I am, with the tru&ft love and refpect, 
my Lord, &c. 


LET 








144 


LETTERS TO AND 


Let. 94. 


ytQsQ&O^^ 

LETTER XCXIV * 

The Earl of PETERBOROW to Mr. POPE. 

J 732. 

T AM under the greateft impatience to lee Dr. 

Swift at Bevis Mount, and mud fignify my mind 
to him by another hand; it not being permitted me 
to hold correfpondence with the faid Dean, for no 
letter of mine can come to his hands. 

And whereas it is apparent, in this Proteftant 
land, molt efpecially under the care of divine pro¬ 
vidence, that nothing can fucceed, or come to a 
liappy ilTuc, but by bribery; therefore let me know 
what he expects to comply with my dclires, and it 
ihall be remitted unto him. 

For though I would not corrupt any man for the 
whole world, yet a benevolence maybe given with¬ 
out any offence to conlcience. Every one muff 
confefs, that gratification and corruption are two 
diftindl terms ; nay, at worft, many good men 
hold, that, for a good end, fome very naughty 
meafures may be made ufe of. 

But, Sir, I muff give you fome good news in 
relation to myfelf, becaufe I know you wifh me 
well. I am cured of fome difeafes in my old age, 
which tormented me very much in my youth. 

I was poffeffed with violent and unealy paffions, 
fuch as a peevilli concern for truth f, and a faucy 
love for my country. 


* This and the following letter are taken from the 2d volume of 
Pope’s letters. 

f As mavbe feen from his tranfa&ions with Fenwick in the yea* 
1C96-7. lVar]) % 


When 
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When a Ghriftian prieft preached againft the fpi- 
rit of the gofpel, when an Engliih judge determin¬ 
ed againll Magna Charta, when the minifter ailed 
againft common fenfe, I ufed to fret. 

Now, Sir, let what will happen, I keep myfelf 
in temper. As I have no flattering hopes, fo I ba- 
nifh all ufelefs fears. But as to the things of this 
world, I find myfelf in a condition beyond expec¬ 
tation ; it being evident, from a late parliamentary 
inquiry, that I have as much ready money, as much 
in the funds, and as great a perl'onal eftate as Sir 
Robert S-tt-n. 

If the tranflator of Homer find fault with this 
unheroic difpofition; or, what I more fear, if the 
draper of Ireland accufe the Engliihman of want of 
fpirit ; I lilence you both with one line out of your 
own Horace : Quid te exempta juvat fpinis e pluri - 
bus una ? For i take the whole to be fo corrupted, 
that a cure in any part would be of little avail. 

Yout’s, See. 


LETTER XCV. 

Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of PETERBOROW. 




My Lord j 

T Never knew or heard of any perfon fo volatile, 
and fo fixed as your Lordfhip. You, while 
your imagination is carrying you through every cor¬ 
ner of the world, where you have or have not been, 
can at the fame time remember to do offices of fa¬ 
vour and kindnefs to the mejneft of your friends; 
and, in all the feenes you have palled, have not 
been able to attain that one quality peculiar to a 
great man, of forgetting every thing but injuries. 

"Vol.X. T Of 
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Of this I am a living witnefs againft you. For being 
the moll inftgnificant of all your humble old fer- 
vants, you were fo cruel as never to give me time 
to afk a favour, but prevented me in doing whate¬ 
ver you thought I defired, or could be for my cre¬ 
dit or advantage. 

I have often admired at the capricioufnefs of For¬ 
tune in regard to your Lordfhip. She hath forced 
courts to aft againft their oldeft and moft conftan* 
maxims ; to make you a general, becaufe you had 
courage and conduft ; an ambaffador, becaufe you 
had wifdom, and knowledge in the interefts of Eu¬ 
rope ; and an admiral, on account of your lkill in 
maritime affairs. Whereas, according to the ufual 
method of court-proceedings, I fhould have been at 
the head of the army, and you of the church, or 
rather a curate under the Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

The Archbifliop of Dublin laments, that he did 
not fee your Lordlhip till he was juft upon the point 
of leaving the Bath. I pray God you may have 
found fuccefs in that journey, elfe I fhall continue 
to think there is a fatality in all your Lordfhip’s 
undertakings, which only terminate in your own 
honour, and the good of the public, without the 
leaft advantage to your health or fortune. 

I remember Lord Oxford’s miniftry ufed to tell 
me, that not knowing where to write to you, they 
were forced to write at you. It is fo with me ; for 
you are in one thing an evangelical man, that you 
know not where to lay your head, and, I think, you 
have no houfe. Pay, my Lord, write to me, that 
I may have the pleafure, in this fcoundrel country, 
of going about, and fliewing my depending parlons 
a letter from the Earl of Peterborow. 

I am, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER XCVI * 

A Monfteur Monfieur HUNTER ,gentilkcmme Anglo: s 
a Paris f. 

London , Jan. 12 .ijg 8 -q. 

SIR, 

I Know no people fo ill ufed bv vour men of bu- 
finefs, as their intimate friends. About a fort¬ 
night after Mr. Addifon had received the letter you 
were pleafed to fend me, he firft told me of it with 
an air of recollection, and, after ten further of 
grace, thought fit to give it me ; fo you know 
where to fix the whole blame, that it was no foon- 
er acknowledged. It is a delicate expedient you pri- 
foners have of diverting yourfelves in an enemy’s 
country, for which other men would be hanged. I 
am conlidering, whether there be no way of di- 
fturbing your quiet, by writing fome dark matter, 
that may give the French court a jealoufy of you. 
I fuppofe Monfieur Chamillard, or fomc of his 
commiffaries, muft have this letter interpreted to 
them, before it comes to your hands; and there¬ 
fore I here think good to warn them, that, if they 
exchange you under fix of their lieutenant-generals, 
they will be lofers by the bargain. But that they 
may not miftake me, I do not mean as Viceroy de 
Virginia , mais comme le Colonel Hunter . I would ad- 
vife you to be very tender of your honour, and not 
fall in love : becaufe I have a fcruple, whether you 
can keep your parole, it you become a prifoner to 

• Hawkefworth marks this letter No. I. He has infertei all thofe 
that follow, but none of the preceding. 

f Col. Hunter, governor of Virginia, who had been taken prifoner 
by the French. 
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the ladies; at leaft it will be a fcandal for a free 
Briton to drag two chains at once. I prefume you 
have the liberty of Paris, and fifty miles round, and 
have a very light pair of fetters, contrived to ride 
or dance in, and fee Verfailles, and every place 

elie, except St. Germains-1 hear the ladies call 

you already noire prijonnier Hunter , le plus bonnetq 

garjon du monde. -Will you French yet own us 

Tritons to be a brave people ? Will they allow the 
Duke of Marlborough to be a great general ? Or, 
are they all as partial as their gazetteers ? Have 
\ou yet met any French Colonel, whom you re¬ 
member to have formerly knocked from his horfe, 
or ihivered at leaft a lance againft his breaft-plate ? 
Do you know the wounds you have given, when 
you lee the fears ? Do you falute your old enemies 
with Stetimus tela afpera contra , contulimufque ma - 
nus : Vos fives que-~ Monfieur d' Addifon , not re bon 
ami, ejlfiit fec r etaire d'etat d?Irelande. And un- 
lefs you make hafte over, and get me my Virginian 
bifliopric, he will perfuade me to go with him ; for 
the Vienna projett is off; which is a great difap- 
pointment to the defign I had, of difplaving my 
politics at the Emperor’s court. I do not like the 
fubjefr you have afligned me to entertain you with. 
Ci audei is fick, to the comfort of all quiet people, 
and Fraud is reveur a pemdre . Mr. Addifon and I 
often drink your health ; and this day I did it with 
Will Pate, a certain adorer of your’s, who is both 
a bel efprit and a woollen-draper. The Whigs car¬ 
ry all before them ; and how far they \yill purfuc 
their victories, we under-rate Whigs can hardly telh 
I have not yet obferved the Tories noles : their num¬ 
ber is not to be learned by telling of noles ; for every 

Tory has not a nofe.-It is a lofs, you are not 

here to partake of three weeks froft, and eat gin- 
ger-bread in a booth, by a fire upon the Thames. 
Mrs. Floyd * looked out with both her eyes, and 

we 

* The lady whom the author hcie compliments, by put.ing her 

name 
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we had one day's thaw ; but fhe drew in her head, 
and it now freezes as hard as ever. As for the con¬ 
vocation, the Queen thought fit to prorogue it, 
though at the expence of Dr. Atterbury’s difplea- 
fure, who was defigned their prolocutor, and is now 
raging at the disappointment. I ainufe myfelf 
Sometimes with writing verles to Mr. Finch, and 
Sometimes with projefts f >r uniting of parties, which 
I perfeft over night, and burn in the morning. Some¬ 
times Mr. Addifon and I Steal to a pint of bad 
wine, and wilh for no third perfon but you : who, 
if you were with us, would never be Satisfied with¬ 
out three more.-You know, I believe, that poor 

Dr. Gregory is dead, and Keil Solicits to be his 
Succeflor. But party reaches even to lines and 
circles ; and he will hardly carry it, being reputed 

a Tory, which yet he utterly denies. -We are 

here nine times madder after operas than ever; and 
have got a new caftrato from Italy, called A ico'ini, 
who exceeds Valentini, I know not how many bars 
length. Lord Somers and Halifax are as well as 
bufy ftatefmen can be in parliament-time. Lord 
Dorfet is no body’s favourite but your’s, and Mr. 
Prior’s, who has lately dedicated his book of poems 
to him, which is all the prefs has furnilhed us of 
any value fince you went. Mr. Pringle, a gentle¬ 
man of Scotland, Succeeds Mr. Addifon in the Se¬ 
cretary’s office ; and Mr. Shute, a notable young 
Prefbyterian gentleman, under thirty years old, is 
made a commiffioner of the cuftoms. This is all 
I can think of, either public or private, worth tel¬ 
ling you : perhaps you have heard part, or all of 
both, from other hands; but you muft be content. 
Pray let us know what hopes we have of feeing you, 
and how Soon; and be So kind, or juft, to believe 
me always Tour meji faithful , 

humble fervart , 

Jon. Swift. 

fiame for that of the fun, was Mrs Biddy Floyd, to whom he add-ef- 
fed a fhort tu: elegant copy of verfes about a year bcfoie. 5ee vol.7. 
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P. S. Mr. Steele prefents his mod humble fer- 
vice to you ; and I cannot forbear telling you of 
your mechancete , to impute the letter of enthufiafm 
ro me, when I have fome good reafons to think the 
author is now at Paris. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

A Monfteur Monfteur HUNTER, gentilhomme An - 
glols y a Paris . 


London , March 22. 1708-0. 

SIR, 

T AM very much obliged to you for the favour of 
a kind reproach you fent me, in a letter to Mr. 
Addifon, which he never told me of till this day, 
and that accidentally : but I am glad at the fame 
time, that I did not deferve it, having fent you a 
long letter, in return to that you was pleafed to 
honour me with ; and it is a pity it fhould be loft; 
for, as I remember, it was full of the diei fabulas , 
and fuch particularities as do not ufualjy find place 
in news-papers. Mr Addifon has been fo taken 
up for fome months, in the amphibious circum- 
ftances of premier c-to my Lord Sunder¬ 

land, and fecretary of ftate for Ireland, that he is 
the worft man 1 know, either to convey an idle 
letter, or deliver what he receives; fo that I defign, 
when I truft him with this, to give him a memorial 
along with it; for if my former has mifcarried, I 
am half perfuadtd to give him the blame. I find 
you a little lament your bondage ; and indeed, in 
your cale, it requires a good fhare of philofophy. 

But, 
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But, if you will not be angry, I believe I may have 
been the caufe you are ftill a prifoner : for I imagine 
my former letter was intercepted by the French 
court ; when the Moft Chriftian King reading one 
paflage in it, (and duly confidering the weight of 
the perfon who wrote it), where I faid, if die 
French underftood your value as well as we do, 
he would not exchange you for Count Tallard, 
and all the Delris of Blenheim together ; for, I 
mud: confefs, I did not rally when 1 laid fo. 

I hear your good lifter, the Queen of Pomunki, 
waits with impatience till you are reftored to your do¬ 
minions ; and that your rogue of a viceroy returns 
money faft for England, againft die time he muft 
retire from his government. Mean time. Philips 
writes verfes in a fledge upon the frozen fea, and 
tranfmits them hither, to thrive in our warmer 
clime, under the fhelter of my Lord Dorfet. 
I could fend you a great deal of news from the 
republica Grulftreetaria , which was never in greater 
altitude,tho’I have been of late but a fmallcontribu¬ 
tor. A cargo of fplinters from the Arabian rocks 
have been lately fliipwrecked in the Thames, to the 
irreparable damage of the virtuofi. Mrs. Long 
and I are fallen out. I fhall not trouble you with 
the caufe ; but don’t you think her altogether in 
the wrong ? But Mrs. Barter is ftill in my good 
graces. 1 defign to make her tell me when you 

are to be redeemed, and will fend you word.- 

There’s it now ; you think I am in jeft : but I af- 
fure you, the belt intelligence I get of public af¬ 
fairs is from ladies ; for the minilters never tell me 
any thing: and Mr. Addifon is nine times more 
fecret to me than any body elfe, becaufe 1 have 
the happinefs to be thought his friend. The com¬ 
pany at St James’s coffee-houfe is as bad as ever, 
but it is not quite fo good. The beauties you left 
are all gone off this froft, and we have got a new 
fet for fpring; of which Mrs. Chetwynd and Mrs. 

Worfley 
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Worfley are the principal. The vogue of operas 
holds up wonderfully, though we have had them 
a year ; but I defign to fet up a party among the 
wits, to run them down by next winter, if true 
tnglifli caprice does not interpofe, to lave us the 
labour. iVi ademoifelle Spanheim is going to mar¬ 
ry my Lord Fitzharding ; at lead: I have heard fo; 
and, if you find it otherwife at your return, the 
conlequences may poffibly be furvived. However, 
you may tell it the Paris gazetteer, and let me have 
the pleafure to read a lie of my own fending. I 
fuppofe you have heard, that the town has loll an 

old Duke, and recovered a mad Dutchefs.- 

The Duke of Marlborough has at length found 
an enemy that dares face him, and which he will 
certainly fly before with the fird opportunity ; and 
we are all of opinion, it will be his wifed courfe to 
do fo. Now, the way to be prodigioufly witty, 
would be by keeping you in fufpenfe, and not letting 
you know, that this enemy is nothing but this north - 

ead wind, which dops his voyage to Holland.- 

This letter going in Mr. Addifon’s packet, will, I 
hope, have better luck than the former. I ihall go 
for Ireland fome time in dimmer, being not able to 
make my friends in the minidry confider my merits, 
or their promifes, enough to keep me here ; fo 
that all my hopes now terminate in my bifhopric of 
Virginia. In the mean time, I hold fad my claim 
to your promife of corresponding with me, and 
that you will henceforward addrefs your letter for 
me, at Mr. Steele’s office at the Cockpit, who has 
promiled his care in conveying them. Mr. Domvil 
is now at Geneva, and fends me word, he is be¬ 
come a convert to the Whigs, by oblerving the 
good and ill effe&s of freedom and flavery a- 
broad. 

I am now with Mr. Addifon, with whom I have 
fifty times drank your health fince you left us. lie 
is hurrying away for Ireland, and I can at prelent 
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lengthen my letter no farther ; and I am not cer¬ 
tain whether you will have any from him or no, 
till he gets for Ireland. However, he commands 
me to allure you of his humble fervice; and 1 pray 
God too much bulinefs may notfpoil le plus bonnet e 
homme du mcnde ; for it is certain, which of a man’s 
good talents he employs on bufinefs, muft be de¬ 
tracted from his convttrfation. I cannot write 
longer in fo good company, and therefore con¬ 
clude 

Your moft faithful, 

and moft humble fervant. 

J. Swift. 


VV \s\s\s\s\ 

Maaaa/ 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. WILLIAM KING, Arch- 
bifliop of Dublin. 

My Lord, LondonOtt . 10. 1710. 

T Had the honour of your Grace’s letter of Sep¬ 
tember 16. ; but I was in no pain to acknow¬ 
ledge it, nor (hall be any other time, until I have fome- 
thing that I think worth troubling you; becaufe I 
know how much an infignificant letter is worfe 
than none at all. I had likewife your memorial *, 
&c. in another packet. I fliould have been glad 
the bifhops had been here ; although I take bilhops 
to be the word lolicitors in the world, except for 
themfelves. They cannot give themfelves the little 

* A memorial of the bi/hops and clergy of Ireland, concerning the 
firR-fruits and twentieth parts. 

Vol.X. U 
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trouble of attendance, that other men are content 
to Aval low; elle, I am lure, their two Lordfliips 
might have lucceeded eafier, than men of my leveL 
are likely to do. 

As foon as I received the packets from your 
Grace, I went to wait upon Mr. Harley f. I had 
prepared him before by another hand where he 
was very intimate; and got myfelf reprefented 
(which I might jultly do) as one extremely ill ufed 
by the laft miniftry after fome obligations, becaufe. 
I refilled to go certain lengths they would have me. 
This happened to be in fome fort Mr. Harley’s own 
cafe. He had heard very often of me, and receiv¬ 
ed ms with the greateft marks of kindnefs and e- 
lteein ; as 1 was whifpered he would ; and the more 
upon the ill ufage I had met with. I fat with him 
two hours among company, and two hours we 
were alone ; where I told him my bulinefs, and 
gave him the hiftory of it : which he heard as I 
could wifh, and declared he would do his utmofl 
to effect it. I told him the difficulties we met with 
by Lord Lieutenants and their lecretaries : who 
would not fuller others to folicit, and neglected it 
themfelves. He fell in with me entirely; and faid, 
neither they nor himfelf fhould have the merit of 
it, but the Queen, to whom he would {hew my 
memorial with the firft opportunity, in order, if 
poflible, to have it done in this interregnum. I 
faid, the honour and merit, next to the Queen 
would be his; that it was a great encouragement 
to the bifliops, that he was in the treafury, whom 
they knew to be the chief advifer of the Queen to 
grant the fame favour in England ; that confe- 
quently the honour and merit were nothing to 
him, who had done fo much greater things ; 
and that, for my part, I thought he was ob- 

t Lord HLh Treafurer of England, created afterwards Earl of 
Oxford. 

liged 
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liged to the clergy of Ireland, for giving him an 
opportunity of gratifying the pleafure he took in 
doing good to the church. He took my compli¬ 
ment extremely well, and renewed his promiles./ 
Your Grace will pleafe to know, that, belitks the 
firft-fruits, I told him of the crown-rents ; and 
fhewed the nature and value of them ? but faid, 
my opinion was, that the convocation had net 
mentioned them in their petition to the Queen, de¬ 
livered to Lord Wharton * with the addrefs, be- 
caufe they thought the times would not then bear 
it ; but that I looked on myfelf to have a difere- 
tionary power to lolicit it in fo favourable a -junc¬ 
ture. 

I had two memorials ready of my own drawing 
up, as fhort as poffible, (hewing the nature of the 
thing, and how long it had been depending, &c. 
One of thefe memorials had a paragraph at the 
end relating to the crown-rents. I would have 
given him the lad; but I gave him the other; 
w'hich he immediately read, and pro mi fed tofecond 
both with his beft offices to the Queen. As I have 
placed that paragraph in my memorial, it can do 
no harm, and may poffibly do good. However, I 
beg your Grace to fay nothing of it; but if it 
dieth, let it die in hlence; we mud take up with 
what we can get. 

I forgot to tell your Grace, that when I faid I 
was impowered, See. he deflred to fee my powers ; 
and then I heartily wilhed them more ample than 
they w r ere : and I have (incew T ondered, what fern pie 
a number of bifhops could have to impower a clei- 
gvman to do the church and them a (er\ ice, with¬ 
out any imagination of intereft for himielf. 

Mr. Harley has invited me to dine with him to¬ 
day : but I (hall not put him upon this difeourfe 
fo foon. If he begins it himfelf, I lhall add it 

* Then Lord Lieutenant c.f Irchmd. 
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at the bottom of this. He fays, Mr. Secretary 
tSt. John * defirecl to be acquainted with me, and 
that he will bring us together. That may be a 
further help; although I told him, 1 had no 
thoughts of applying to any one but himfelf; 
wherein he differed from me, and defined I would 
.Peak to others, if it were but for form ; and 
feemed to mean, as if he would avoid the envy of 
being thought to do fucli a thing alone. But an 
old courtier (an intimate friend) advifed me ftill 
to let him know, I relied wholly upon his good in¬ 
clinations, and credit with the Queen, See. 

■ l *. am f° rce d to fay all this veryconfufedly, 
juft as it lieth in my memory ; but perhaps it may 

?'^ e y° ur G ™ c e a truer idea how matters are, than 
ir I had writ in more order. 

I am. See. 

Jonathan Swift. 


VVVVV’V .'V 
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letter xcix. 


The Archbifhop to Dr. SWIFT. 

Rev. SIR, Dublin, OB. 16.1710. 

I 7 h j nk y ° U f°r y° ur ’ s die 10th inftant, and 
fend you mclofed a farther power by my Lord 
1 nmate and me. My Lord is not able to come 
to town; which obliged me to wait on him at 
Johnfton, aud hindered the joining of two or three 
bifhops m it, who are yet in town ; but I fuppofe 
our igning is fufficient. I went in the morning to 

* Afterwards created Lord Vifccunt Bolingbroke. 
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wait on his Grace, and intended, when he had fign- 
ed it, to have applied to other bifhops ; but he was 
abroad taking the air, and I could not get it until 
it was late, and thought it better to iign and fend 
it as it is, than wait for another poft. You may 
expect by the next a letter to his Grace of Canter¬ 
bury, and another to the Archlhifhop of York. I 
apprifed them both of the budnefs. The latter, if I 
remember right, fpoke to herMajefty about it. I am 
not fure that her Majefty remembers what I faid on 
that fubject : but am lure Hie was pleafed to feem 
fatisfied with it, and to fcruple only the time : 1 fup. 
pofe, not thinking it fit to confer the favour die 
defigned the clergy of Ireland by the hands it mud 
then have pafTed through : but faid, that in the inter¬ 
val of a change, or abfence of a chief governor, it 
diouldbe done. I hope now is the proper time, and 
that her Majefty will rather follow the dictates of 
her own bountiful inclinations, than the intrigues 
of cunning covetous counfellors. 

I thought to have troubled you with a great 
many things ; but fuch a croud of vifitors have bro¬ 
ken in upon me before I could lock my gates, 
that I am forced to break off abruptly, recom¬ 
mending you to God’s care. 

I am, &c. 

William, Dublin. 


LETTER 













LETTER C. 

The Lord Primate * and Archbifliop of Dublin 
to Dr. SWIFT. 

S I R, Dublin , 051 . 24. 1710. 

\XT E directed a letter to the bilhops of Offory and 
* * Killaloo laft Auguft, defiring and impower- 
Ing them to follicit the affair of our firft-fruits and 
twentieth parts with her Majefty ; which hath de¬ 
pended fo long, notwithstanding her Majefty’s 
good intentions, and feveral promifes of the chief 
governors here to lay our addreffes before her 
Majefty in the belt manner. We were then ap- 
prehenfive, that thole bilhops might return from 
England before the bufinefe could be effected ; and 
therefore we defired them to concern you in it; 
having fo good affurance of your ability, prudence, 
and fitnefs to profecute fuch a matter. We find 
the bilhops returned before you came to London, 
for which we are very much concerned ; and judg¬ 
ing this the molt proper time to profecute it with 
fuccefs, we intreat you to take the full manage - 
went of it into your hands ; and do commit the 
care of foliciting it to your diligence and prudence; 
defiring you to let us know from time to time what 
progrefs is made in it. And if any thing farther 
be neceffary on our part, on your intimation we 
fhali be ready to do what Shall be judged rea¬ 
sonable. 
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This, with our prayers for the good fuccefs of 
your endeavours, is all from, 

S I R, 


Yours, See. 

Narcissus, Armagh. 
William., Dublin- 


3C< 


LETTER Cl. 


The Archbifhop of Dublin to Dr. SWIFT. 


S I Pt, Dublin , Dec. 1 6. 1710. 

T HIS is to acknowledge the receipt of your’s of 
the 20th paft, which came not to my hands, 
till Thurfday laft, by reafon of winds that kept the 
packets on the other fide. 

I find the matter of our flrft-fruits, &c. is talk¬ 
ed of now. I reckon on nothing certain, till her 
Majefty’s letter comes in form; and quaere, why 
fhould not you come, and bring it with you ? It 
would make you a very welcome clergyman to Ire¬ 
land, and be the beft means to fatisfy mankind 
how it was obtained, although I think that will be 
out of difpute. I am very well apprifed of the dif- 
patch you gave this affair, and well pleafed, that 
I judged better of the perfon fit to be employed 
than fome of my brethren. But now it is done, as 
I hope it is effectually, they will affume as much as 
their neighbours ; which I fhall never contradict. 

Things are taking a new turn here, as well as 
with you; and I am of opinion, by the time you 

cone 
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come here, few will profefs themfelves Whigs. 
I he greateft danger I apprehend, and which tetri- 
. s m ? more than perhaps you will be able to ima¬ 
gine, is the fury and indiferetion of fome of our 
own people, who never had any merit ; but by em¬ 
broiling things they did, and I am afraid will yet 
do milchief. 

I heartily recommend you to God’s favour; 

And am, &c. 

WlLH am, Dublin • 


N B. Dr. Swift ufed his credit with the mini- 
, y .. r l * ie benefit of the church of Ireland, fo 
lieaitily and fo effectually at this critical time, that 
he procured a grant from the Queen for exonerat¬ 
ing the clergy of Ireland from paying twentieth 
parts, dated the feventh of February one thoufand 
ieven hundred and ten; and another grant, bear¬ 
ing the lame date, to Narciffus Lord Archbilhop 
ot Armagh, Sir Conftantine Phipps, Lord High 
Chancellor of Ireland, William Lord Archbilhop 
of Dublin, John Lord Archbilhop of Tuam, and 
others of the firft fruits payable out of all eccle- 
lialhcal benefices, in truft to be for ever applied to¬ 
wards purchafing glebes, and building refidentiary 
lioules for poor-endowed vicars. 

The fuccefs of which charitable fund hitherto 
may be leen in the printed pamphlet containing an 
account of the firft fruits of Ireland. 


LET 
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FROM Dr. SWIFT. 
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LETTER CII. 

The ARCHBISHOP to Dr. SWIFT. 

London , Svffolk-Jlrcet , Nov. 22. 1716. 

..SIR, 

T Read yours of the 13th inftant with great fatis- 
faction. It is not only an advantage to you and 
me, that there Ihould be a good correfpondence be¬ 
tween us, but alfo to the public ; and I allure you I 
had much ado to perfuade people here, that wc 
kept any tolerable meafures with one another; 
much lels, that there was any thing of a good intel¬ 
ligence ; and therefore you judged right, that it 
ought not to be faid, that in lb many months I had 
not received any letter from you. 

I do a little admire, that thofe that Ihould be 
your fafteft friends, Ihould be fo oppolite to ac- 
knowlege the fervice you did in procuring the 
twentieth parts and firft fruits. I know no reafon 
for it, except the zeal I Ihewed to do you juftice in 
that particular from the beginning. But lince I only 
did it, as obliged to bear teflimony to the truth, in 
a matter which I certainly knew, and would have 
done the fame for the word: enemy I had in the 
world ; I. fed no reafon why you Ihould fuffer, be- 
caule I among others was your witnefs. But be 
not concerned : ingratitude is warranted by modem 
and ancient cultom ; and it is more honour for a 
man to have it allced, why he had not a fuitable re¬ 
turn to his merits, than why he was overpaid ? Be - 
nefucere et male audite, is the lot of the beft men. if 
calumny or ingratitude could have put me out of 
Vol.X. X my 
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my way, God knows where I fliould have wandered 
by this time. 

I am glad the bufinefs of St. Nicholas * is over a- 
ny way. My inclination was Mr. Wall; that [ 
might have joined the vicarage of Caftleknock to 
the prebend of Malahidart; which would have 
made a good proyifion for one man, ferved the 
cures better, and yielded more then to the incum¬ 
bent, than it can do now, when in different hands. 
But I could not compafs it without ufing more 
power over my clergy, than I am willing to exert. 
But as I am thankful to you for your condefcen- 
llon in that affair; fo I will expeft, that thofe with 
whom you have complied, fhould fhew their fenfe 
of it by a mutual return ofthe like compliance, when 
theie lhall be occafion. Such reciprocal kind of- 
hces are the ground of mutual confidence and 
friendihip, and the feuel that keeps them alive: 
and I think, nothing can contribute more to our 
common eafe, and the public good, than maintain¬ 
ing thefe between you and me, and with the cler¬ 
gy- 

We have a ftrong report, that my Lord Boling- 
broke will return here, and be pardoned ; certainly 
it muff not be for nothing. I hope he can tell no 
ill ftory of you. 

I only add my prayers for you; and am, 

SIR, 

Your moft humble fervant, and brother. 


William, Dublin. 

tha’t Church'TJ n h Ch T er °{ St ; Patr!ck ’ s are Ae appropriates of 
thatchurcb, and have the r.ght of bellowing the cure on whom they 
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LETTER CIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to the ARCHBISHOP of Dublin. 

My Lord, 7 Ww, Dec. 16. 1716. 

T Should be forry to fee my Lord Bolingbroke 
*■* following the trade of an informer; becaufe he 
is a perfon for whom I always had, and ftill conti¬ 
nue, a very great love and elleem. For I think, as 
the reft of mankind do, that informers are a deteft- 
able race of people, although they may be fometimes 
neceffary. Befides, I do not fee, whom his Lord- 
fhip can inform againft, except himfelf. He was 
three or four days at the court of France, while he 
was fecretary ; and it is barely poilible, he might 
then have entered into fome deep negotiation with 
the pretender : although I would not believe him, 
if he fhould fwear it; becaufe he protefted to me, 
that he never faw him but once ; and that it was at 
a great diftance, in public, at an opera. As to a- 
ny others of the minifiry at that time, I am confi¬ 
dent he cannot accufe them ; and that they will ap¬ 
pear as innocent with relation to the pretender, as 
any who are now at the helm. And as to myfelf, 
if I were of any importance, I fhould be very eafy 
under fuch an accusation ; much eafier, than I am 
to think your Grace imagineth me in any danger, 
or that Lord Bolingbroke fhould have any ill Rory to 
tell of me. He knoweth, and ioveth, and thinketh 
too well of me, to be capable of fuch an action. 
But I am furprifed to think your Grace could talk, 
or a£t, or correfpond with me for fome years paft; 
while you muft needs believe me a moft falfe and 
vile man ; declaring to you on all occafions my ab- 
X 2 borrence 
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horrence of the pretender, and yet privately enga¬ 
ged vvith a miniftry to bring him in ; and therefore 
Warning me to look to m.felf, and prepare my de¬ 
fence againft a falfe brother , coming over to difeo- 
ver fuch fecrets as would hang me. Had there 
ever been the leaffc overture or intent of bringing in 
the pretende , during my acquaintance with the 
miniftry, I think 1 muft have been very fttipid not 
to have picked out fome difeoveries or fulpicions. 
And although I am not fure l fhould have turned 
informer, yet I am certain I fhould have dropt 
fome general cautions, and immediately have reti¬ 
red When people lay, things were not ripe at the 
Queen’s death, they fay, they know not w'hat. 
Things were lotten: and had the minifters any 
fuch thoughts, they fhould have begun three years 
before; and they who fay otherwise, underhand 
nothing of the ftate of the kingdom at that time. 

But whether I am miftaken or no in other men, 

I beg your grace to believe, that I am not miftaken 
m myielf. I always profelfcd to be againft the pre¬ 
tender : and am fo ftill. And this is not to make 
my court, (which I know is vain) ; for I own my- 
felf full of doubts, fears, and diflatisfaftions; 
which I think on as feldom as I can : yet if I were 
of any va'ue, the pub ic may fafely rely on my 
loyalty ; becaufe I look upon the coming of the 
prerender as a greater evil, than any we are like to 
futf r under the worft Whig miniftry that can be 
found. 

I have not fpoke or thought fo much of party 
thefe two years, nor could any thing have tempted 
me to it but the grief I have in Handing fo ill in your 
Grace’s opinion. 1 beg your Grace’s bleffing ; 

And am, &c. 

Jonathan Swist. 


LET- 
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FROM Dr. SWIFT. 



LETTER CIV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

SIR, Dec . 14. 1719. nine at night . 

TT is impofiible to know by your letter whether the 
wine is to be bottled to-morrow, or no. 

If it be, or be not, why did not you in plain 
Englifli tell us fo ? 

For my part, it was by mere chance I came to fit 
with the ladies * this night. 

And if they had not told me there was a letter from 
you, and your man Alexander had not gone, and 
co ne back from the deanery, and the boy here had 
not been fent to let Alexander know I was here, I 
fhould have miffed the letter outright* 

Truly I don’t know who’s bound to be fending 
for corks to flop your bottles, with a vengeance. 

Make a page of your own age, and fend your 
man Alexander to buy corks, for Saunders alrea¬ 
dy has gone about ten jaunts. 

Mrs. Dingley and Mrs Johnfon fay, truly they 
don’t care for your wife’s company, though they 
like your wine ; but they had rather have it at their 
own houfe to drink in quiet 

However, they own it is very civil in Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan to make the offer; and they cannot deny it. 


* Mrs. Dingley and Mrs. Johnfon, who lived at a little diftance 
from the deanery. 

Swift was refident at the deanery when this letter was written, of 
which every paragraph ends with a rhyme. And, 

Sher dan was at his country-houfe, called Quilca, in the county 
of Cavan, abotit eight miles horn Dublin. 

I wifh 
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I wWh Alexander fafe at St. Catherine’s to-night, 
with all my heart and foul, upon my word and ho- 
nour. 

But I think it bafe in you to fend a poor fellow 
out fo late at this time of year, when one would 
not turn out a dog that one valued ; I appeal to 
your triend Mr. Connar. 

I would prelent in humble fervice to my Lady 
Mountcalhel; bur truly I thought fhe would have 
made advances to have been acquainted with me, 
as (lie pretended. 

But now I can write no more, for you fee plain¬ 
ly my paper is ended. 

P.S. I wifh when you prated, 

Ymr letter you’d dated. 

Much plague it created, 

I fcolded and rated, 

My foul it much grated, 

For your man I long waited^ 

I think you are fated, 

Like a bear to be bated : 

Your man is belated, 

The cafe I have ftated, 

And me you have cheated. 

My ftable’s unflated. 

Come back t* us well freighted, 

I remember my late-head, 

And wifh you tranflated. 

For teafing me. 

2 P.S. Mrs Dingley, 

Defires me finglv, 

Her fervice to prefent you, 

Hopes that will content you ; 

But Johnfon Madam 
Is grown a fad dame, 

For want of your converfe. 

And cannot fend one verfe. 


3 P . S. 
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3 P.S. You keep iuch a twatling [Vidii, 

With you and your bottling, \_Rule 34* 
But I fee the fum total, 

We fhall ne’er have one bottle; 

The long and the fhort, 

We fhall not have a quart. 

I wifh you would fign’t, 

That we may have a pint. 

For all your colloguing. 

I’d be glad of a knogging: 

But I doubt ’tis a fh.tm, 

You won’t give us a dram. 

T'is of fhine, a mouth moonfull, 

Y’ou wont part with a fpoonfull, 

And I muft be nimble. 

If I can fill my thimble. 

You fee 1 won’t hop 
Till I come to a drop; 

But I doubt the oraculum 
Is a poor fupernaculum ; 

Tho perhaps you may tell it 
For a grace, if we fmcll it. 

STELLi. 




LETTER CV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Dub in D‘C. 22. 1722. 

YWHat care we, whether you fwkn or fink ? Is 
' v this a time to talk T boars, or a time to fail 


in them, when I am fhuddering ? or a time to build 
boat-houfes, or pay for carriage? No; but to¬ 
wards fummer, I promife hereby under my hand 
to fubfcribe a (guinea *) fhilling for one ; or, if 


* The word guir.ea is fliuck through with a pen in the copy. 

you 
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you pleafe me, what is blotted out, or fomething 
thereabouts ; and the ladies lhall fubfcribe three 
thirteens betwixt them, and Mrs. Brent a penny, 
and Robert and Archy halfpence a-piece, and the 
old man and woman a farthing each: in fhort, I 
will be your col ect >r, and we will fend it down 
full of wine, a fortnight before we go at Whitfun- 
tide. You will make eight thpufand blunders in 
your planting ; and who can help it ? for I c nnot 
be with you. My horfes eat hay, and 1 hold my 
vifitation on Janu .ry 7. juft in the midft of Chrift- 
mas. Mrs. Brent is angry, and fwears as much as 
a fanatic can do. that fhe will fubfcribe lixpence to 

your boat-Well, « lhall be a country-man when 

you are not. We are now at Mr. Fad’s, with Dan 
and Sam ; and I fteal out while they are at cards, 

like a lover writing to his miftrefs.-We have no 

news in our town. The ladies have left us to-day; 
and I promifed them that you would carry your 
club to Aifellagh, when you are weary of one an¬ 
other. ^ ou exprefs your happinefs with grief in 
one hand, and forrow in the other. \\ hat fowl 
have you but the weep ? what hares but Mrs. 
Macfaden s grey hairs ? what peafe but your 
own ? Your mutton and your w r eather are both 
Very bad, and fo is your wether-mutton. Wild 

fowl is what we like.-How will this letter 

get to you ?-A fortnight good from this morn¬ 

ing. You will find Quilca not the thing it was laft 
Auguft ; no body to relilh the lake ; no bodv to 
ride over the downs ; no trout to be caught; no 
dining over a well; no night-heroics ; no morning 
epics ; no ftolen hour when the wife is gone ; no 
creature to call you names. Poor miferable Mr. 
Sheridan ! No blind harpers ! no journeys to Ran- 
tavan ! Anfwer all this, and be my magnus Apollo . 
We have new plays and new libels, and nothing 
valuable is old but Stella, whofc bones flie recoin- 
1 mends 
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mends to you. Dan * delires to know whether 
you faw the advertifement of your being robbed. 

--And fo I conclude. 

Yours, &c. 

* 

SBOeoeoso^ 

LETTER CVI. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Clonfert, Aug. 3. 1723. 

"jSTO; I cannot poffibly be with you fo foon ; there 
are too many rivers, bogs, and mountains be¬ 
tween : belides, when l leave this, 1 lhall make one 
or two fhort vilits in my way to Dublin, and hope 
to be in town by the end of this month ; though it 
will be a bad time, in the hurry of your loufy 

p-1. Your dream is wrong ; for this bilhop f 

is not able to lift a cat upon my fhoulders. But if 
you axe for a curacy of twenty-five pounds a-year, 
and ride five miles every Sunday, to preach to fix 
beggars, have at you. And yet this is no ill coun¬ 
try ; and the Bifliop has made in four months 
twelve miles of ditches, from his houfe to the 
Shannon, if you talk of improving, how are you 
this moment ? Do you love or hate Quilca the moft 
of all places ? Are you in or out of humour with 
the world, your friends, your wife, and your 
fchool! Are the ladies in town or in the country ? 
If I knew, I would write to them, and how are 
they in health ? Quilca (let me lee) (you fee I can 
(if I pleafe) make parenthefes as well as others) is 
about a hundred miles from Clonfert ; and I am 

# The Reverend Mr. Dan Jackfon. 

+ D . T“leophilus Bolton afterwards Bilhop of Elphin and Arch- 
tilhop of Cartel. 

Vox.. X. 


Y 


half 
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half weary with the four hundred I have rode. 
With love and fervice, and fo adieu. 


Yours, &c 



LETTER CVII *. 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Jan. 25. 172;. 


Have a packet of letters, which I intended to 


fend by Molly, who hath been ttopt three days 
by the bad weather ; but now I will fend them by 
the potir to-morrow to Kells, and inclofed to Mr. 
Tickell f ; there is one to you, and one to James 
Stopford. 

I can do no work this terrible weather ; wdiich 

hath put us all feventy times out of patience.- 

I have been deaf nine days, and am now pretty 
well recovered again. 

Pray defne Mr. Stanton J and Worral ||, to con¬ 
tinue giving themfelves fome trouble with Mr. 
Pratt § ; but let it fucceed or nut, I hope I fhall 
be eafy. 

Mrs. Johnfon fwears it will rain till Michaelmas. 
She is fo pleafed with her pick-ax, that fhe wears it 
fattened to her girdle on her left tide, in balance 
with her watch. The lake is ttrangely overflown, 
and we are defperate about turf, being forced to 
buy it three miles off* * * § ; and Mrs. Johnfon (God 
help her) gives jou many a curfe. Your mafon 

* ThU Perns to be written from Quilca. 

*t* Thomas Tick"!!, Efq $ a very ingenious poet, fecreiary to the 
Lcds Jufices of Ireland. 

% T)f. Sianton a matter in chancery. 

|| Reverend Mr. John Worrel, the Dean’s vicar, 

§ Deputy Vice-treafurcr of Ireland. 
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is come, but cannot yet work upon your garden. 
Neither can I agree with him about the great wall. 
For the reft, vide the letter you will have on Mon¬ 
day, if Mr. Tickell u.fes you well. 

'The news of this country is, that the maid you 
lent down, John Farelly’s lifter, is married ; but 
the portion and fettlement are yet a fee ret. I he 
cows here never give milk on midfummer-eve f. 

You would wonder what carking and caring 
there is among us for fmatl-beer, and lean mutton, 
and ftarved lamb, and ftopping gaps, and driving 
cattle from the corn, in that we are all-to-be- 
Dingleved. 

The ladies room fmokes ; the rain drops from 
the Ikies into the kitchen ; our fervants eat and 
drink like the devil, and pray for rain, which en¬ 
tertains them at cards and fleep ; which arc much 
lighter than ipades, fledges, and crows. Their 
maxim is, 


“ Eat like a Turk, 

“ Sleep like a dormoufe ; 

“ Be laft at work, 

“ At victuals foremoft.” 

Which is all at prefect; hoping you and your good 
family are well, as we, See. are all at this prefent 
writing, See. 

Robin has juft carried out a load of bread and 
cold meat for breakfaft. This is their way ; but 
now a cloud hangs over them, for fear it fliould 
hold up, and the clouds blow off. 

I write on till Molly comes in for the letter. O. 
what a draggle-tail will fhe be before the gets to 
Dublin ! I wifh lhe may not happen to fall upon 
her back by the way. 

* B.bg the time maids go out to try pranks about their f.veet- 
hearts. 

y 2 I affirm 
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I affirm ngainft Ariftotle, that cold and rain 
congregate homogenes ; for they gather together 
you and your crew, at whift, punch, and claret. 
Happy weather for Mrs. Mau, Betty, and Stop- 
ford, and all true lovers of cards and lazinefs. 

The bleffings of a country-life. 

<c Far from our debtors, 
li No Dublin letters, 

€€ Not feen by our betters.” 

The plagues of a country-life. 

iC A companion with news, 
iC A great want of lhoes ; 

<£ Eat lean meat, or chufe; 

“ A church without pews. 

<€ Our horles aftray, 

“ No ftraw, oats, or hay; 

€t December in May, 

“ Our boys run away, 

4€ All fervants at play, 

“ Molly fends for the letter.” 



LETTER CVIIL 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

ghiilca, June 28. 1725. 

YOU run out of your time fo merrily, that you 
x are forced to anticipate it, like a young heir, 
that fpends his fortune fafter than it comes in : for 
vour letter is dated to-morrow, June 29. and God 
knows when it was writ, or what Saturday you 
uiean : but I fuppofe it is the next ; and therefore 

vour 
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your own mare, and Dr. Swift’s horfe or mare, 
or fome other horfe or mare, with your own mare 
aforefaid, (hall fet out on Wednefday next, which 
will be June 30. and fo they will have two nights 
rell, if you begin your journey on Saturday. \on 
are an unlucky devil, to get a living the furtheft in 
the kingdom from Quilca *. If it be worth two 
hundred pounds a-year, my Lord Lieutenant hath 
but barely kept his word : for the other fifty mud 
go in a curate and vifitation-charges, and poxes, 
proxies I mean. If you are under the b^fh p of 
Cork f, he is a capricious gentleman : but you mud 
flatter him mondrouflv, upon his learning and his 
writings ; that you have read his book againd To- 
land a hundred times, and his fermons (if he has 
printed any) have been always your model, &c. 
Be not difappointed, if your living does not anfwer 
the fum. Get letters of recommendation to the 
Bifhop and principal clergy, and to your neigh¬ 
bouring parfon or parfons particularly. J often 
adviled you to get fome knowledge of rythes and 
church-livings. You mud learn the extent of your 
parifh, the general quantity of arable land and pa- 
dure in your parifh, the common rate of tythes, 
for an acre of the leveral forts of corn, and of 
fleeces and lambs and to fee whether you have any 
glebe. Pray a£t like a man of this world. I doubt, 
being fo tar off, you mud not let your living, as I 
do, to the feveral farmers, but to one man : but, 
by all means, do not now let it for more than one 
year, till you are lurely apprifed of the real worth ; 
and even then, never let it for above three Pray 
take my advice for once, and be very bufy while 
you are there. It is one good circumftance, that 
you got fuch a living in a convenient time, and jud 
when tythes are fit to be let; only wool and lamb 

* In the county of Cork. 

•J- Dr. Peter Eruwn. 

• are 
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are due in the fpring, or perhaps belong to the late 
incumbent. You may learn all on the fpot, and 
your neighbouring parlous may be very ufeful 
if they pleafe ; but do not let them be your te¬ 
nants. Advife with Archdeacon AVall, but do 
not follow him in all things. Take care of the 
principal ’fquire, or ’Iquires ; they will all tell you 
the word of your living ; fo will the proctors and 
tythe-jobbers ; but you will pick out truth from a- 
mong them. Pray, lhew yourfelf a man of abili¬ 
ties. After all, 1 am but a weak brother mylelf; 
perhaps fomc clergy in Dublin, who know that 
country, will further inform you. Mr. Townfend 
of Cork will do you any good offices on my ac¬ 
count, without any letter.—Take the oaths heartily 
to the powers that be, and remember that party 
was not made for depending puppies. I foroot one 
principal thing, to take care of going regularly 
through all the forms of oaths and inductions ; 
for the lead wrong dep will put you to the trou¬ 
ble of repaffing your patent, or voiding your liv¬ 
ing.— 




LETTER CIX. 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Shtilca, June 2(> 1725. 

T Writ to you yefterday, and laid as many things 
as I could then think on, and gave it to a boy of 
Kells, who brought me vours. It is ftrange, that 
I, and Stella, and Mrs. Macfadin, Ihould light on 
the lame thought, to adviie you to make a great 
appearance of temperance while vou are abroad. 
But Mrs John foil and 1 go, further, and fay, you 
mult: needs oblerve all grave forms, for the want of 

which 
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which both you and I have fuffered. On fuppofal 
that you are under the Bilhop of Cork, I lend you 
a letter incloled to him, which I dciire you will 
feal. Mrs. Johnfon put me in mind to caution you 
not to drink or pledge any health in his company; 
for you know his weak fide in that matter* I hope 
Mr Tickell has not complimented you with what 
fees are due to him for your patent. I wifh you 
would fay to him, (if he refufes them), that 1 told 
you, it was Mr. Addifon’s maxim to excufe no 
body ; for here, fays he, I may have forty friends, 
whofe fees may be two guineas a-piece ; then I lofe 
eighty guineas, and my friends fave but two a- 

piece. # ... 

J muft tell you, Dan Jackfon ruined his li\ing, 
by huddling o'ver the firft year, and then hoping to 
mend it the next. Therefore pray take all the care 
vou can, to inquire into the value, and fet it at the 
beft rate to fubftantial people. 

I know not whether you are under the Bilhop of 
Cork or no ; if not, you may burn the letter. 

I muft defire, that you will not think of enlarg¬ 
ing your expences, no not for fome years to come, 
much lefs at prefent, but rather retrench them. 
You might have lain deftitute till Antichrift came, 
for any thing you could have got from thofe you 
xifed to treat. Neither let me hear of one rag 
of better cloaths for your wife or brats, but rathei 
plainer than ever. This is pofuively Stella’s advice 
as well as mine. She fays, now you need not be 
afhamed to be thought po r. 

We compute, you cannot be lefs than thirty days 
abfent; and pray do not employ your time in lol¬ 
ling abed till noon to read Homer, but mind your 
buiinefs effectually. And we thing you ought to 
have no breaking up this Auguft; but affeft to ad- 

* He wrote a pamphlet againft drinking to the memory of the 
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here to your fchool clofer than ever ; becaufe you 
"will find, that your ill-wifhers will give out, you 
are now going to quit your fchool, fince you have 
got preferment, &c. 

Pray fend me a large bundle of exercifes, good 
as well as bad : for i want fomething to read. 

I would have you carry down three or four fer- 
mons and preach every Sunday at your own 
church, and be very devout. 

I fent you in my laft a bill of twenty pound on 
-h-i. \Y orr.il * ; I hope you have received it. 

I ray remember to leave the pamphlet with Wor- 
ral and give him directions, unlefs you have let- 
t «.d it already fome other way. You know it muft 
come out juft when the parliament meets. 

Keep thole letters, where I advife you about your 
^° U bave ta hen advice. 

Me p very regular hours for the fake of your 
health and credit; and wherever you lie a niaht 
within twenty miles of your livings, be lure call the 
tamily that evening to prayers. 

I defire you will wet no commiflion with your old 
M T n u r i7 it J any bUt thofc wll ° ^friend you, as 


;v:. # ..<> >3£ & # y-; yj y; yg £ yg ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

LETTER CX. 

Dr. SWIFT to Lord CARTERET. 

My Lord, July ^ 172c. 

I f t0 return y° ur Excellency my moft 
humble thanks for your favour to Mr. Sheridan, 
ccaule when I recommended him to you, I iecei- 

da-I J oh " Worra h to the Bhhcp of Kil- 

D,b. cdiU Chnii-church ; as alf* to the Dean of St. Patrick's. 

ved 


1 
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ved a very gracious anfwer ; and yet I am fenfible 
that your chief motive to make fome proviiion for 
him was, what became a great and good perion, 
your didinguifhing him as a man of learning, and 
one who deferved encouragement, on account of 
his great diligence and fuccefs in a mod laborious 
and difficult employment 1 *. 

Since your Excellency hath had an opportunity, 
fo early in your government, of gratifying your 
Englilh dependents by a bifhoprick, and the bed 
deanery in the kingdom f, I cannot but hope, that 
the clergy of Ireland will have their (hare in your 
patronage. There is hardly a gentleman in the na¬ 
tion who hath not a near alliance with fome of that 
body ; and mod of them who have fons, ufually 
breed one of them to the church ; although they 
have been of late years much difcouraged, and dif- 
contented, by feeing drangers to the country al- 
mod perpetually taken into the greated ecclefiadi- 
cal preferments, and too often under governors 
very different from your Excellency; the choice of 
perfons was not to be accounted for either to pru¬ 
dence or judice. 

The misfortune of having bifhops perpetually 
from England, as it muft needs quench the fpivit 
qf emulation among us, to excel in learning and 
the dudy of divinity, fo it produceth another great 
difcouragement, that thofe prelates ulually drayv 
after them colonies of fons, nephews, coufins, or 
old college companions, to whom they bedow the 
beft preferments in their gift; and thus the young 
men fent into the chuch from the univerfity here, 
have no better profpeft, than to be curates, or fmall 
country-vicars, for life. 

It will become fo excellent a governor as you, 
a little to moderate this great partiality 4 where*. 


# A fchoolmafter. 
■f- Downe. 

Vol.X. 
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in, as you will aft with juftice and reafon, fo you 
will 8^^ the thanks and prayers of the whole na¬ 
tion, and take away one great caufe of univerfal 
dilcontent For I believe your Excellency will a- 
gi ee, that there is not another kingdoni in Europe, 
where the natives (even thofe defeended from the 
conquerors) have been treated, as if they were al- 
moft unqualified for any employment," either in 
church or Hate. 

\our Excellency, when I had the honour to at¬ 
tend you, was pleafed to let me name fome clergy¬ 
men, who are generally underftood by their bre¬ 
thren to be the mod diftinguilhed for their learn¬ 
ing and piety. I remember the perfons were, Dr. 
Delany, Dr Ward of the North, Mr. Ecklin, Mr 
Synge of Dublin, and Mr. Corbet. They were 
named by me without any regard to friendfhip, 
having little commerce with mod of them, but on¬ 
ly to the univerfal chara&er they bear. This was 
the method 1 always took with my Lord Oxford, 
at his own command ; who was pleafed to believe 
I would not be fwayed by any private affections, 
and confeffed I never deceived him ; for I always 
dealt openly, when I offered any thing in behalf of 
a friend, which was but feldom : becaufe, in that 
cale, I generally made ufe of the common method 
at court, to folicit by another. 

I iliall fay nothing of the young men among the 
' ler 8>; 5 whom the three hopfullefi: are faid to 
be Mr. Stopford, Mr. King, and Mr Dobbs, all 
fellows of the college*; of whom I am only ac¬ 
quainted with the firft. But thefe are not likely to 
be great expeaors under your Excellency’s admini- 
ttration, according to the ufual period of <r 0 ver- 
nors here. & 

If I have dealt honeftly in reprefenting fuch per- 
fons among the clergy as are generally allowed to 


* The university of Dublin. 


have 
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have the moft merit, I think I have done you a fer- 
vice, and I am lure I have made you a great com¬ 
pliment, by diftinguifhing you from moft great 
men I have known thefe thirty years paft; whom I 
have always obferved to act, as if they never recei¬ 
ved a true charadter, nor had any value for the 
belt, and confequently difpenfed their favours with¬ 
out the lealt regard to abilities or virtue. And this 
defedl I have often found among thofe from whom 
I lead: expected it. 

That your Excellency may long live a bleffing 
and ornament to your country, by purfuing, as 
you have hitherto done, the Iteps of honour and 
virtue, is the moft earned: wilh and prayer of, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s moft obedient, 
and moft humble fervant, 

Jonath. Swift. 

LETTER CXr. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Qiilca, Sept . 11. 1725. 

TF you are indeed a difcarded courtier, you have 
reafon to complain, but none at all to wonder. 
You are too young for many experiences to fail in 
your way, yet you have read enough to make you 
know the nature of man. It is fafer for a man’s inte- 
reft to blafpheme God, than to be of a party out of 
power, or even to be thought fo. And fince the lalt 
was the cafe, how could you imagine that all mouths 
would not be open, when you were received, and 
in fome manner preferred by the government, 
though in a poor wav ? I tell you, there is hardly 
Zz a Whig 
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a Whig in Ireland, who would allow a potatoe and 
butcer-milk to a reputed Tory. Neither is there 
any thing in your countrymen upon this article, 
more than what is common in all other nations, 
only quoad magis et minus . Too much advertency 
is not your talent, or elfe you had fled from that 
text, as from a rock *. For, as Don Quixote faid 
to Sancho, what bulinefs had you to fpeak of a 
halter, in a family where one of it was hanged ? 
And your innocence is a protection that wife men 
are afliamed to rely on, further than with God. It 
is indeed againft common fenfe, to think, that you 
ihould chufe fuch a time, when you had received 
a favour from the Lord Lieutenant, and had rea- 
fon to expeft more, to difcover your difloyalty in 
the pulpit. But what will that avail ? Therefore 
fit down and be quiet, ; and mind your bulinefs as 
you ihould do, and contra# your friendfliips, and 
expe# no more from man than fuch an animal is 
capable of; and you will every day find my dcfcrip- 
tion of Yahoos more refembling. You Ihould 
think and deal with every man as a villain, without 
calling him fo, or flying from him, or valuing him 
lefs. This is an old true lefion. You believe eve¬ 
ry one will acquit you of any regard to temporal 
intereft ; and how came you to claim an exception 
from all mankind ? I believe you value your tem¬ 
poral intereft as much as any body, but you have 
not the arts of purfuing it You are miftaken. 
Domeftic evils are no more within a man than o- 
thers’; and he who cannot bear up againft the firft, 
will link under the fecond ; and, in my conlcience 
1 believe this is your cafe; for being of a weak con- 
ftitution, in an employment precarious and tire- 
fome, loaden with children, cum uxore ncque lent 


♦ Sufficient to the day is the evil ther ec f- y on which Dr. Sheridan 
preached at his parifh-chuich on the lit of Auguft. See a vindica¬ 
tion of his Excellency John L^rd Carteret, vol. 4. p, 72. 


neque 
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neque commoda , a man of intent and abftracled 
thinking, inflaved by mathematics and complaint 
of the world, this new weight of party-malice hath 
flruck you down, like a feather on a horfc’s back, 
already loaden as far as he is able to bear. You 
ought to change the apoftle’s expreflion, and fay, 
I will ltrive to learn in whatever Hate, &c. 

I will bear none of your vifions ; you lhall live 
at Quilca but three fortnights and a month in the 
year; perhaps not fo much. You fhall make no 
entertainments but what are neceiTary to your inte- 
refts ; for your true friends would rather fee you 
over a piece of mutton and a bottle once a quarter. 
You lhall be merry at the expence of others ; you 
fhall take care of your health, and go early to bed, 
and not read late at night; and laugh with all men, 
without trufting any ; and then a fig for the con¬ 
trivers of your ruin, who now have no further 
thoughts than to ftop your progrefs, which perhaps 
they may not compafs, unlefs-1 am deceived more 
than is ufual All this you will do, fi mihi credis r 
and not dream of printing ycur fermon, which is 
a project abounding with objections unanfwerable, 
and with which I could fill this letter. You fay 
nothing of having preached before the Lord 
Lieutenant, nor whether he is altered towards 
you ; for you lpeak nothing but generals. You 
think all the world has now nothing to do, but to 
pull Mr. Sheridan down ; whereas it is nothing but 
a flap in your turn, and away. Lord Oxford faid 
once to me on an occafion, Thefe fools, becaufe 
they hear a noife about their ears of their own 

making, think the whole world is full of it.- 

When I come to town, we will change alT this 
fcene, and a£t like men of the world. Grow rich, 
and you will have no enemies. Go fometimes to 
the caflle ; keep faft Mr. Tickell and Balaguer * ; 

* Private fecretary to his Excellency the Lord Carteret, Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland. Dub. edit . 

frequent 
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frequent thofe on the right fide, friends to the pre- 
ient powers; drop thofe who are loud on the 
wrong party, becaufe they know they can fuffer 
nothing by it. 



LETTER CXII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

TTT77 , .. , QiMca, Sep. 19. 1725. 

VV T hav / 5 P revailed Wlth Neal, in fpite of his 
harveft, to carry up Mils, with your directions; 
and it is high time, for ihe was run aimed wild, 
though we have fomething civilized her fince flic 
came among us . You are too fhort in circumftan- 
ces. I did not hear you was forbid preaching. 
Have you feen my Lord? Who forbad you to 
preach. Are you no longer chaplain ? Do vou 
never go to thecaftle? Are you certain of the ac- 
cufer, that it is Figh ? Do you think my Lord afts 
thus, becaufe he fears it would breed ill humour, 

V' e ° uId °P enl y favou >' one who is looked on as 
ot a different party ? I think that is too mean for 
him. 1 do not much difapprove your letter, but 
think it a wrong method. Pray read over the in- 
cloled twice; and if you do not diflike it, let it be 

rn m vt (n °r l y ii a f ^ ant ° f y° urs ' nor from you) 
to Mr. iickell. There the cafe is ftated as well as 

1 could do it in generals, for want of knowing parti¬ 
culars. \\ hen I come to town, I fhall fee the Lord 
Lieutenant, and be as free with him as poflible In 
the mean time, I believe it may keep cold ; however, 
adv.fe with Mr l icfcell, and Mr. Balaguer I fhould 
fancy that the Bifliop of Limerick * could ealily fa. 


* Dr, William JBurfcow, 
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Let. 112. FROM Dr. SWIFT. i 83 

tisfy his Excellency, and that my Lord Lieutenant 
believes no more of your guilt than I; and there¬ 
fore it can be nothing but to fatisfy the noife of 
party at this jun&ure that he acts as he does ; and 
if fo, (as I am confident it is), the effect will ceafe 
with the caufie. But, without doubt, Tigh and o- 
thers have dinned the words Tory and Jacobite into 
his Excellency’s ears, and therefore your text, 
was only made ufe of as an opportunity. 

Upon the whole matter, you are no lofer, but at 
leaft have goc fomething. Therefore be not like 
him who hanged himfelf, becaufe, going into a 
gaming-houfe, and winning ten thoufand pounds, 
he loft five thouland of it, and came away with 
only half his winnings. When my Lord is in 
London, we may clear a way to him to do you an¬ 
other job, and you are voung enough to wait. 

We fet out to Dublin on Monday the 5th of 
October, and hope to fup at the deanery the next 
night; where you will come to us, if you are not 
already engaged. 

I am grown a bad bailiff towards the end of my 
fervice. Your hay is ivell brought in, and better 
Hacked than ufuai. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having fome 
fport foon ; I hope it is no fport that will vex me. 

Pray do not forget to leal the inclofed before 
you fend it. 

I fend you back your letter to the Lord Lieute¬ 
nant. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

ghiilca. Sept. 25.1725. 

Y Our confufion liindred you from giving any 
rational account of your diftrefs, till this lalt 
letter ; and therein you are imperfect enough. 
However, with much ado we have now a tolerable 
underftanding how things ftatid. We had a paper 
fent inclofed, fubferibed by Mr. Ford, as we fup- 
pofe : it is in print, and we all approve it ; and this 
I fuppofe is the fport I was to expert I do think it 
is agreed, that all animals fight with the weapons 
natural to them, (which is a new and wife remark 
out of my own head); and the devil take that ani¬ 
mal who will not offend his enemy, when he is 
provoked, with his proper weapon: and though 
your old dull horfe little values the blows I give 
him with the but-end of my hick, yet I {trike on, 
and make him wince in fpite of his dulnefs; and he 
fliall not fail of them while I am here ; and I hope 
you will do fo too to the beaft who has kicked a- 
gainft you, and try how far his infenfibility will 
protedl him ; and you fliall have help, and he will 
be vexed; for fo I found your horfe this day, tho’ 
he would not move the falter. I will kill that fiea 
or loufe which bites me, though I get no honour 
by it. 

Laudari ab iis , quos omnes laudnnt , is a maxim ; 
and the contrary is equally true Thank you for 
the offer of your mare ; and how a pox could we 
come without her ? They pulled off her’s and your 
2 " horfe’s 
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liorfe’s flioes for fear of being rode, and then they 
rode them without flioes, and fo 1 was forced to 
fhoe them again. All the fellows here would be 
Tighs, if they were but privy-counfellors. You 
will never be at eafe for your friends horfes or your 
own, till you have walled in a park 6f twenty 
acres, which I would have done next fpring. 

Y ou fay not a word of the letter I fent you for 
Mr. Tickell, whether you fent it him or no; and, 
yet it was very material that I Ihould know it. The 
two devils of inadvertency and forgetfulnels have 
got faft hold on you. I think you need not quit 
his and Balaguer’s company, for the reafon I men¬ 
tioned in that letter; becaufe they are above fufpi- 
cions, as mhiggifimi and tmfufpeftiffimi. When the 
Lord Lieutenant goes for England, I have a method 
to fet you right with him, I hope ; as I will tell you 
When I come to town, if I do not Sheridan it, I 
mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridanifin ; I told you I had loft your 
letter inclofed, which you intended to Lord Carte¬ 
ret, and yet I have it fafe here. 

LETTER CXIV. 

An cwjiver to Lord PALMERSTON’S civil polite 
letter . [So indorfed.] 

, My Lord, Jan. 31. 1725-6. 

I Defire you will give yourfelf the laft trouble X 
fhall ever put you to. I do entirely acquit you 
of any injury or injuftice done to Mr. Lurtis* ; 
and if you had read that paffage in my letter a fe- 

* A refident mailer in Trinity-college, uhom the Dean made one 
«f the four minor c;.nons of Sr. Patrick’s cathedral. Dub. Edit . 

Vol. X. A a cond 
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cond time, you could not have poflibly fo ill under- 
Rood me. The injury and injuflice the young man 
received were from thofe who, claiming a title to his 
chambers, took away Ins key ; and reviled, and 
threatened to beat him ; with a great deal of the 
like monfhous condutfl: ; whereupon, at his re- 
cpieft, I laid the cafe before you f, as it appeared 
to me. And it would have been very Rrange, if on 
account of a trifle, and of a perfon for whom I have 
no concern further than as he was once employed by 
me, on the character he bears of piety and learning, I 
fhould charge you with injury and injuftice to him, 
when I know from himfeif and Mr. Reading, that 
you were not anfwerable for either. 

As you Rate the cafe of tenant at will, I fully a- 
gree that no law can compel you ; but law was not 
at all in my thoughts. 

Now, my Lord, if what I write of injury and 
injuflice were wholly applied in plain terms to one 
or two of the college here, whofe names were be¬ 
low my remembrance ; you will confider how I 
could deferve an anfwer in every line full of foul 
infinuations, open reproaches, jeRing flirts, and 
contumelious terms; and what title you claim to 
give me fuch treatment. I own my obligation to 
Sir William Temple *, for recommending me to 

f Lori Vifcount Palmerrton (nephew to Sir William Temple) 
hath a right to beftow two h.«ndfome chambers in the univerfity of 
Dublin upon fuch ftudents as he and his heirs fliall think proper, on 
account of the benefactions of this family towards the coileec-build- 
lags. Dub. Edit. 

* After Mr. Swift left the univerfity cf Dublin, Sir William 
■* emple (whofe father Sir John Temple, mailer of the Rolls in Ire¬ 
land, had been a friend to the family) invited our young author to 
ip ; -nd lome time with him at Moore* park in England, for the fake 
or his convention ; where he purfued his ftudies thiough all the 
Greek and Roman hillorians. Heie it was he was introduced by his 
friend to King William, when bis Majefty ufed to pay frequent vifits 
to that great minifter, after he had retired from public bufinefs to his 

feat at Moore park. Dub. Edi:.~ -Theie is not the lead rea- 

lon to believe, that Sir William Temple was vifited by K. William 
at Mooie-park % 
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the late King, although without fuccefs ; and for 
liis choice of me to take care of his pofthumous 
writings. But I hope you will not charge my being 
in his family as an obligation ; for I was educated 
to little purpofe, if I had chofen his houfe on any 
other motives, than the benefit of his converfation 
and advice, and the opportunity of purfuing my 
ftudies. For being born to no fortune, I was at 
his death as much to Teek it as ever : and perhaps 
you will allow, that I yva-s of fome ufe to him. 
This I will venture to fay, that in the time when I 
had fome little credit, I did fifty times more for fifty 
people, from whom I never received the leaft fer- 
vice or afliftance ; yet l fliould not be pleafed to 
hear a relation of mine reproaching them with in¬ 
gratitude, although many of them well deferve it. 
For thanks to party, I have met in both kingdoms 
with ingratitude enough. 

If I have been ill informed, you have not been 
much better, that I declared no great regard to your 
family ; for fo you exprefs yourfelf. I never had 
occafion or opportunity to make ufe of any fuch 
words. The laft time I faw you in London, was 
the laft intercourfe that I remember to have had 
with your family. But having always trufted to 
my own innocence, I was never inquilitive to know 
my accufers. When I mentioned my lofe of inte- 
reft with you, I did it with concern ; and I had no 
refentment; becatife I fuppofed it to arife only from 
different fentiments in public matters. 

My Lord, if my letter were polite, it was again ft 
my intention, and I intreat your pardon for it. If 
1 have wit, I will keep it to {hew when I am angry; 
which at prefent I am not: becaufe altho’ nothing 
can excufe thofe intemperate words vour pen hath 
let fall, yet I fhall give allowance to aliafty perfon, 
hurried on by a miftake beyond all rules of decen¬ 
cy. If a firft minifter of ftate had ufed me as you 
have done, he fliould have heard from me in ano- 
A a 2 ther 
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ther ffyle ; becaufe, in that cafe, retaliating would 
be thought a mark of courage. But as your Lord- 
Blip is not in a lituation to do me good, nor, I am 
Jure, of a difpofition to do me mifcliief; fo I fhould 
lofe the merit of being bold, becaufe I incurred no 
danger. 

In this point alone we are exactly equal; but in 
wit and politneis 1 am as ready to yield to you, as 
in titles and eftate. 

I have found out one fecret; that although you 
call me a great wit, you do not think me lo ; o- 
therwife you would have been cautious to have writ 
me fuch a letter. 

You conclude with faying, you are ready to alk 
pardon where you have offended. Of this I acquit 
you, becaufe I have not taken the offence ; but 
whether you will aquit yourfelf, muff be left to 
your confcience and honour. 

I have formerly, upon occafions, been your 
humble fervant in Ireland, and fhould not refufe 
to be fo ftill, but you have fo ufeful and excellent 
a fuend in Mr. Reading, that you need no other ; 
and I hope my good opinion of him will not leflea 
yours. I am, 

My Lord, 


Your moft humble fervant, 

Jon. Swift. 


LET- 
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LETTER CXV. 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Good Doctor 


London , July 8. 1726. 


T have had two months of great uneafinefs, at the 
ill account of Mrs. Johnfons health ; and, as it 
is ufual, feared the worft that was polhble, and 
doubted all the good accounts that were fent me. 
I pray God, her danger may warn her to be lefs 
wilful, and more ready to fall into thofe meafures 
that her friends and phyheians advife her to. I 
had a letter two days ago from Archdeacon Wall, 
dated fix days before yours, wherein he gives me 
a better account than you do ; and therefore I ap¬ 
prehend fhe hath not mended fince; and yet he 
fays, he can honcjlly tell me Jhe is now much better . 
Pray thank the Archdeacon, and tell him you are 
to have a fhare in this letter ; and therefore, I will 
fave him the trouble of another. Tell him alfo, 
that I never aiked for my ioco 1. which he hears I 
have got ; tho* I mentioned it to the Princefs the 
laft time I faw her ; but I bid her tell Walpole 
I fcorned to afk him for it. But blot out this paf- 
fage, and mention it to no one except the ladies; 
becaufe I know Mrs.Johnfon would be pleafed with it, 
and I will not write to them till I hear from them; 
therefore this letter is theirs as well as yours. The 
Archdeacon further fays, that Mrs. Johnfon has 

* Sir Robert Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orford. He was Firft 
Commiflioner of th<r Treafury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
He died in Febiuary 1744, in the 71ft year of his age. 
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not taRed claret for feveral months, but once at 
his houfe. This I diflike. I cannot tell who is the 
fourth of your friends, unlefs it be yourfelf. I am 
forry for your new laborious Rudies; but the beft 
of it is, they will not be your own another day. I 
thank you for your new Ryle and moR ufeful quo¬ 
tations. I am only concerned, that although you 
get the grace oj' the houje , you will never get the 
giaceof- the town : but die plain Sheridan, or Tom 
at moR, becaufe it is a fyllable fhorter than Do<Ror. 
However, I will give it you at length in the fuper- 
feription ; and people will fo wonder how the news 
could come and return fo quick to and from Eng¬ 
land, efpecially if the wind be fair when the pac¬ 
ket goes over; and let me warn you to be very 
careful in fending for your letters two days after 
the commencement. You loR one poR by my be¬ 
ing out of town ; for I came hither to-day, and 
fhall Ray three or four upon fome buRnefs ; and 
*k en 2 ° back to Mr. Pope’s, and there continue 
till AuguR. and then come to town, till I begin 
my journey to Ireland, which I propofe the middle 
of AuguR. My old fervant Archy is here ruined 
&nd Rarving, and has purfued me, and wrote me a 
letter ; but I have refufed to fee him. Our friend 
at the caflle writ to me two months ago, to liuve a 
fight of thofe papers, &c. of which I brought away 
a copy. I have anfwered him, that whatever pa¬ 
pers I have, are conveyed from one place to ano¬ 
ther, through nine or ten hands, and that I have 
the key. If he Riould mention anv thing of papers 
in general, either to you or the ladies, and that you 
can bring it in, I would have you and them to 
confirm the fame Rory, and laugh at my humour 
m it, occ. My fervice to Dr. Delany/Dr. Hel- 
Jham, the Grattons, and Jackfons There is not 
lo del pi fed a creature here as your friend, with the 

rp, . Y ei ^ es on children I heartily pity him._- 

This is the Rrft time I was ever weary of England, 

and 
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and longed to be in Ireland ; but it is becaufe go 
J mull; for I do not love Ireland better, nor Eng¬ 
land, as England, worfe. In fhort, you all live in 
a wretched, dirty dog-hole, and prifon ; bm it is a 
place good enough to die in. 1 can tell you one 
thing, that I have had the fairell offer made me of 
a fettlement here that one can imagine, which, if I 
were ten years younger, I would gladly accept, 
within twelve miles of London, and in the midftof 
my friends. But I am too old for new ichemes, 
and efpecially fuch as would bridle me in my free¬ 
doms and liberalities. But fo it is, that I muff be 
forced to get home, partly by Health, and partly 
by force. I have indeed one temptation for this 
winter, much ftronger, which is, of a fine houfe, 
and garden, and park, and wine-cellar in France, 
to pafs away winter in; and if Mrs. Johnfon were 
not fo out of order, I would certainly accept of 
it * : and I wiili fhe could go to Montpelier at the 
fame time. You fee I am grown vifionary, and 
therefore it is time to have done. Adieu. 

I&IOiiOlI^ I®! iCittf 

LETTER CXVL 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

t July 27. 1726. 

I Have yours juft now of the 19th; and the ac¬ 
count you give me, is nothing but what I have 
fome time" expelled with the utmoft agonies ; and 
there is one aggravation of conftraint, that where I 

* Lord BolingVrcke invited the Dean to fpend a winter with him 
at his houfe in Fr. nce, on the banks of the Loire. 

f This was written from Mr, Pope's at Twickenham. 

am, 
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am, I am forced to put on an eafy countenance. 
It was at this time the beft oiiice your friendlliip 
could do, not to deceive me. I was violently bent 
all laft year, as I believe you remember, that flie 
ihould go to Montpelier, or B.ith, or Tunbridge. 
I intreated, if there was no amendment, they might 
both come to London. But there was a fatality, 
although I indeed think her {lamina could not laft 
much longer, when I faw {lie could take no nou- 
riftiment. I look upon this to be the greateft event 
that can ever happen to me ; but all my prepara¬ 
tions will not fufKce to make me bear it like a phi- 
lofopher, nor altogether like a Chriftian. There 
hath been the moft intimate friendlhip between us 
from her childhood ; and the greateft merit on 
her fide, that ever was in one human creature to¬ 
wards another.-Nay, if I were now near her, 

I would not fee her; I could not behave myfelf to¬ 
lerably, and fliould redouble her forrov\-Judge 

in what a temper of mind l write this.-The 

very time I am writing, I conclude the faireft foul 

in the world hath left its body.-Confufion ! 

that I am this moment called down to a vifitor, 
when I am in the country, and not in my powdr 
to deny myfelf.-1 have palled a very constrain¬ 

ed hour, and now return to fay I know not what. 

I have been long weary of the world, and {hall, 
for my fmall remainder of years, be weary of life ; 
having for ever loft that converfation which could 

only make it tolerable.-1 fear, while you are 

reading this, you will be fhedding tears at her fu¬ 
neral. She loved you well, and a great lhare of 
the little merit I have with you, is owing to her fo * 
licitations. 

I writ to vou about a week ao:o *, 

* Soon after the date of this letter, the Dean went back to Ire¬ 
land ; but Mrs. Johnion recovering a moderate (late of health, he 
returned again to England the beginning of the year 1727. 
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LETTER CXVII. 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


London, May 13. 1727. 


HIS goes by a private hand, for my writing is 



• too much known, and my letters often ftopt 
and opened. I had yours of the 4th inftant; and 
it is the only one I have received out of Ireland, 
fince I left you. I hardly thought our friend would 
be in danger by a cold. I am of opinion ihe fhould 
be generally in the country, and only now and then 

vilit the town.-We are here in a ifrange litua- 

tion ; a firm fettled refolution to aflaulr the prefent 
adminiftration, and break it, if pollible. It is cer¬ 
tain, that Walpole is peevilh and difconcertcd, 
{loops to the vileft offices of hireling fcoundrels, 
to write Billinfgate of the lowefl and moft profti- 
tute kind ; and has none but beafts and blockheads 
for his penmen, whom he pays in ready guineas 
very liberally. I am in high difpleafure with him 
and his partifans. A great man, who was very kind 
to me laft year, doth not take the leaf! notice of me 
at the Prince’s court, and there hath not been one 
of them to fee me. I am advifed by all my friends 
not to go to France, (as I intended for two months), 
for fear of their vengeance in a manner which they 

/cannot execute here.-1 reckon there will be a 

warm winter, wherein my comfort is, I fliall have 
no concern. I delire you will read this letter to 

none but our two friends, and Mr. P-. His 

coufin with the red riband inquired very kindly af¬ 
ter him.- 1 hear no news about your Bifhops, 

farther than that the Lord Lieutenant fticklcs to 
have them of Ireland ; which Walpole always is 
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averfe from, but does not think it worth his trou¬ 
ble to exert his credit on fuch trifles. The difpute 
about a war or no war ftill continues, and the ma¬ 
jor part inclines to the latter, although ten thou- 
fand men are ordered for Holland. But this will 
bring fuch an addition to our debts, that it will 
give great advantages againft thofe in power, in the 
next feflions. Walpole laughs at all this, but not 
fo heartily as he ufed. I have at lafi: feen the Prin- 
cefs * twice this week, by her own commands. She 
retains her old civility, and I my old freedom. She 
charges me, without ceremony, to be author of a 
bad book f, though I told how angry the miniftry 
were ; but fhe aflures me, that both fhe and the 
P— were very well pleafed with every particular; 
but I difowned the whole affair, as you know I very 
well might ; only gave her leave, fince fhe liked 

the book, to fuppofe what author fhe pleafed.-- 

You will wonder to find me fay fo much of poli¬ 
tics ; but I keep very bad company, who are full 
of nothing elfe. Pray be very careful of your 
charge, or I fhall order my lodgers the bulk of 

their glafies, and the number of their bottles.- 

2 ftole this time to write to you, having very little 
to fpare. I go as loon as pofiible to the country, 
and fhall rarely fee the town. 

My fervicc to all friends. 

I defire you will fend me fix fets of the edition 
of the Drapiers, by the firft convenience of anv 
friend or acquaintance that comes hither. 


* Caroline Princefs of Wales, afterwards Queen, confort of 
K. George II. ^ 

t Gulliver’s travels. 
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LETTER CXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

London , June 24. 1727. 

T Have received your laft, with the inclofed print. 
* I defire you will let Dr. Delany know, that I 
tranferibed the iubftance of his letter, and the 
tranflation of what was regiftered ; and added a 
whole ftate of the cafe, and gave it Mrs. Howard, 
to give to the Prince * from me, and to defire, 
that, as a chancellor, he would do what he thought 
moft fit. I forgot to afk Mrs. Howard f what was 
done in it, the next time I faw her; and the day I 
came to town, came the news of the King’s % death, 
of which I fent particulars the very fame day to 
our friend ; fince then we have been all in a hurry, 
with millions of fchemes. I deferred killing the 
King and Queen’s hands till the third day, when 
my friends at court chid me for deferring it fo 
long. I have been, and am fo extremely bufy, that 
though I begin this letter, I cannot finifh it till next 
poll ; for now it is the laft moment it can go, and 
I have much more to fay. I was juft ready to go 
to France, when the news of the King’s death ar¬ 
rived, and I came to town, in order to begin my 
journey But I was defired to delay it; and I then 
determined it a fecond time ; when, upon fome 
new incidents, I was, with great vehemence, dif- 
fuaded from it, by certain perfons whom I could 
not difobev. Thus things flood with me. My fto- 

* His Royal Highnefs George Prince of Wales, Chancellor of 
the Univcrfity of Dublin, now King. 

-f* Afterwards Countefs ot Suffolk, 
j King George I. He died June 11. 1727. 

B b 2 mach. 
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mach is pretty good ; but for fome days my head 
has not been right, yet it is what I have been for¬ 
merly ufed to. Here is a ftrange world ; and our 
friend would reproach me for my fhare in it. But 
it Hi ail be ihort; for I defign foon to return into 
the country. I am thinking of a chancellor for the 
univerfity, and have pitched upon one ; but whe¬ 
ther he will like it, or my word be of any ufe, I 
know not. The talk is now for a moderating 
lcheme, wherein no body fhall be ufed the worfe 
or better, for being called Whig or Tory; and 
the King hath received both with great equality, 
fhewing civilities to feveral who are openly known 
to be the latter. I prevailed with a dozen, that we 
lould go in a line to kifs the King and Queen’s 
hands. \\ e have now done with repining, if we 
fliall be ufed well, and not baited as formerly. Wc 
all agree in it; and if things do not mend, it is not 
our faults: we have made our ofters : if otherwife, 
we are as we were. It is agreed the miniftry will 
be changed, but the others will have a foft fall; 
although the King muft be excefiive generous, if 
he forgives the treatment of fome people. I writ 
long ago my thoughts to my viceroy, and he may 
proceed as he (hall be advifed. But if the Arch- 
bilhop * goes on to proceed to fub pcena contemptus, 
err. 1 would have an appeal at proper time; which, 

1 (uppoie, muft be to delegates, or the crown, I 
know not which. However, I will fpend a hun¬ 
dred or two pounds, rather than be inflaved, or 
betray a right which I do not value threepence, but 
my fuccellors may. My fervice to all friends; and 
lo, thinking I have faid enough, 1 bid you farewel 
heartily, and long to eat of your fruit, for I dare 
eat none here. It hath coft me five ihillings in 
victuals iincc I came here, and ten pounds to fer- 


* Dr. William Krug. 
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Yarns where I have dined. I fuppoie niv agent * 
in Sheep-itreet takes care and inquires about nw 
new agent. 


LETTER CXIX. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham , July 1. 1727. 

T Had yours of June 22. You complain of not 
hearing from me ; I never was fo confiant a 
writer. I have writ fix times to our friends, and 
as many to you. Mr. Pope is reading your Perfius. 
He is frequently fick, and fo at this time. He has 
read it, but you muff wait till next letter for his 
judgment. He would know whether it is defigned 
for an elegant tranfiation, or only to fhew the 
meaning. I reckon it an explanation of a difficult 
author, not only for learners, but for thofe alfo 
who arc not expert in Latin, becaufe he is a very 
dark author* I would not have your book printed 
entire, till I treat with my bookfeller here for your 
advantage. There is a word (ccncacmts) which you 
have not explained, nor the reafon of it. Where 
you are ignorant, you fhould confefs you are igno¬ 
rant. I writ to Stella the day we heard the K-- 

was dead, and the circumfiances of it. I hold you 
a guinea, I fhall forget fomething. Worral writ 
to me lately. In anfwer, I defire that when the 
Archbifhop comes to a determination, that an ap¬ 
peal be propeily lodged, by which I will elude him 
till my return, which will be at Michaelmas. I 
have left London, and fiay here a week, and then I 
fhall go thither again ; juft to fee the Queen, and 

# The Rev. Mr. John Worral. 

fo 
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fo come back hither. Here are a thoufand fchemes 
wherein they would have me engaged; which I em¬ 
brace but coldly, becaufe I like none of them. I 
have been this ten days inclining to my old difeafe 
of giddinefs, a little tottering Our friend under- 
Rands it ; but 1 grow cautious, and am fomething 
better. Cyder, and Champaigne, and fruit, have 
been the caufe. But now I am very reguular, and 
I eat enough. I took Dr. Delany’s paper to the 
King, when he was prince. He and his fecretary * 
are difeontented with the Provoft f, but they find 
lie has law on his fide. The King’s death has broke 
that meafure. I propofed the Prince of Wales J 
to be chancellor, and I believe fo it will go. Pray 
copy out the verfes I writ to Stella on her collect- 
ing my verfes, and fend them to me ; for we want 
fiome, to make our poetical mifcellany large enough, 
and 1 am not there to pick what fhould be added. 
Direct them, and all other double papers, to Lord 
Bathurft, in St James’s fquare, London. I was in 
a fright about your verfes on Stella's ficknefs, but 
glad when they were a month old. 

Defire our friends to let me know, what I fhould 
buy for them here of any kind. I had juft now a 
long letter from Mrs. Dingley, and another from 
Mr. Synge. Pray tell the latter, that I return him 
great thanks, and will leave the vifiting affair to his 
diferetion.^ But all the lawyers in Europe fhall 
never perfuade me, that it is in the Archbifhop’s 
power to take or refufe my proxy, when I have 
the King’s leave of abfence. If he be violent, I 
will appeal, and die two or three hundred pounds 
poorer, to defend the rights of the Dean. Pray 
ailc Mr. Synge, whether his fenocchio be grown* 


* S -muc! Mo’yncux, Efq, 

1 he Rev. Dr. Baldwin, 

t rick Prince of Wal.s, elded fon of K. George II. who 

d.t<l March 20, 1750-j, 
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it is now fit to eat here, and we eat it like celery, 
either with or without oil, &c. I defign to pals my 
time wholly in the country, having iome buiinefs to 
do and fettle, before I leave England for the laft 
time. I will fend you Mr. Pope’s criticifms, and 
my own, on your work. Pray forget nothing of 
what I defire you. Pray God blefs you all If the 
King had lived but ten days longer, I lliould be 
now at Paris. Simpleton ! the Drapiers fhould 
have been lent unbound ; but ’tis no great matter; 
two or three would have been enough. 1 fee Mrs. 
Fad but feldom ; l never trouble them but wh n I 
am lent for. She experts me foon ; and after that 
perhaps no more while 1 am here I defire it may 
be told, that I never go to court ; which I men¬ 
tion, becaufe of a paflage in Mrs Dingley’s * le r rcr. 
She lpeaks mighty good things of \our kindrufs. 
I do not want that poem to Stella to print it entire, 
but fome pafiages out of it, if they deferve it, to 
lengthen the volume Ptead all this letter without 
hefitation, and I’ll give you a pot of ale. I intend 
to be with you at Michaelmas, bar impolTibilities. 




letter cxx. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham, Aug. 12. 1727. 

I AM cleverly caught, if ever gentleman was cle¬ 
verly caught: for three days after I came to 
town with Lord Oxford f from Cambridgelhire, 


* An English lady, a friend of the Dean s. 

f Son of the lare Rig t Hon. Robert Harlev, Lord High Trea- 
furer of England, created Earl of Oxford and Mortimer by Queen 


Anne. 


which 
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which was ten days ago, my old deafnefs feized me, 
and hath continued ever iince with great increafe; 
To that I am now deafer than ever you knew me, 
and yet a little Jefs I think than I was yelferday ; 
but, which is worfe, about four days ago my gid- 
dinefs feized me, and I was To very ill, that yefterr 
day I took a hearty vomit ; and though I now tot¬ 
ter, yet, I think, I am a thought better : but what 
will be the event, I know not. One thing I know, 
that thefe deaf fits ufes to continue five or fix weeks; 
and I am refolved, if it continues, or my giddinefs. 
Tome d «ys longer, 1 will leave this place, and re¬ 
move to Greenwich, or fomewliere near London, 
and take my couiin Lancelot to be my nurfe. Our 
friends know her; it is the fame with Pat Rol. If 
my diforder fhould keep me longer than my licence 
of abfence lafts, I would have you get Mr. Worrai 
to renew it. It will not empire till the fixth or fe- 
venth of Oftober, and I refolved to begin my jour¬ 
ney bept. 15. Mr. Worrai will fee by the date of 
my licence, what time the new one fhould com¬ 
mence : but he has feven weeks yet to confider; I 
onlv fpeak in time. I am very uneafy here, be- 
caufe lb many of our acquaintance come to fee us, 
and I cannot be Teen; befides, Mr. Pope is too 
fickly and complaifant; therefore I refolve to go 
fomewhere elfe. This is a little unlucky, my head 
will not bear writing long. I want to be at home, 
where I can turn you out, or let you in, as I think 
beft. The King and Queen come in two days to 
our neighbourhood * ; and there I fhall be expect¬ 
ed, and cannot go; which, however, is none of 
my grievances; for I had rather be abfent, and 
have now too good an excufe. I believe this gid¬ 
dinefs is the diforder that will at Iaft get the better 
of me ; but I had rather it fhould not be now ; and 
1 hope, and believe it will not, for I am now bet- 


* JUcJamoi 


I 
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ter than yefterday.-Since my dinner, my giddi- 

nefs is much better, and my deafnefs a hair’s 
breadrh not fo bad. It is juft as ufual, worft in the 
morning and at evening I will be very temperate ; 
and in the midft of peaches, figs, nedlarins, and 
mulberries, I touch not a bit. I hope I ihaM, 
however, fet out in the midft of September, as 
I deiigned. This is a long letter for an ill head ; 
fo adieu. My fervice to our two friends, and all 
others. 


LETTER CXXI. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Twickenham , Aug, 29. 1727. 

T Have had your letter of the 19th ; and expect, 
before you read this, to receive another from 
.you, with the moft fatal news that can ever come 
to me, unlefs I Ihould be put to death for fome ig¬ 
nominious crime. I continue very ill with my gid- 
dinefs and deafnefs, of which I had two days inter- 
mifiion, but fince wprfe; and I fhall be perfectly 
content, if God lhall pleafe to call me away at this 
time. Here is a triple cord of friendfhip broke, 
which hath lafted thirty years ; twenty-four of 
which in Ireland I beg, if you have not writ to 
me before you get this, to tell" me no particulars, 
but the event in general. My weaknefs, my age, 
myfriendlhip will bear no more. I have mention¬ 
ed the cafe, as well as I knew it, to a phyfician who is 
my friend ; and I find his methods were the fame, 
air and exercife, and at laft afles milk. I will tell 
you fincerely, that if I were younger, and in health, 
Vol.X. Cc 01 
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or in hopes of it, I would endeavour to divert my 
mind by all methods, in order to pafs my life in 
quiet; but I now want only three months of ftxty. 
I am ftrongly viiited with a difeafe, that will at laft 
cut me oft', if I fhould this time efcape;-if not, I 
have but a poor remainder, and that is below any 
wife man’s valuing. I do not intend to return to 
Ireland fo foon as I purpofed ; I would not be there 
in the very midft of grief. I defire you will fpeak 
to Mr. Worral, to get a new licence about the be^ 
ginning of O&ober, when my old one, as he will 
fee by the date, fhall expire ; but if that fatal ac¬ 
cident were not to happen, I am not able to travel 
in my prefent condition. What I intend is, imme¬ 
diately to leave this place, and go with my couftn 
fora nurfe about five miles from London, on the 
other fide towards the fea; and if I recover, I will 
either pafs this winter near Salifbury-plain, or 
in France. And therefore I defire Mr. Worral 
may make this licence run like the former, [To 
Great Britain, or elfewhere, for the recovery of his 
health.] 

Neither my health nor grief will permit me to 
fay more. Your directions to Mr. Lancelot, at hi$ 
houfe in New Bond-ftreet, over again ft the crown 
and culhion, will reach me. Farewel. 

This ftroke was unexpected, and my fears laft 
year were ten times greater *. 


* Sec letter 116. 
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LETTER CXXII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

London, Sept. 2. 1727. 

T Had yours of the 19th of Auguft, which I an- 
fwered the 29th from Twickenham. I came to 
town on the laft day of Auguft, being impatient 
of ftaying there longer, where fo much company 
came to us, while I was fo giddy and deaf. I am 
now got to my couftn Lancelot’s lioufe; where I 
delire all my letters may be directed to me. I am 
ft ill in the lame condition, or rather worfe ; for I 
walk like a drunken man, and I am deafer than e- 
ver you knew me. If I had any tolerable health, 
I would go this moment to Ireland ; yet 1 think I 
would not, confidering the news I daily expect to 
heai from you. I have juft received yours of Au¬ 
guft 24th; I kept it an hour in my pocket, with 
all the fufpenfe of a man who expected to hear the 
worft news that Fortune could give him; and at 
the fame time was not able to hold up my head. 
Thefe are the perquilites of living long r ihe laft: 
act of life is always a tragedy at beft; but it is a 
bitter aggravation, to have one’s beft friend go be¬ 
fore one. I deliied in my laft, that you would not 
enlarge upon that event, but tell me the hare fa<ft. 
I long knew that our dear friend had not the Jlami- 
na vita :; but my friendlliip could not arm me a- 
gainft this accident, although l forefaw it. I have 
laid enough in my laft letter, which now I fuppole 
is with you. i know not whether it be an addition 
to my grief or no, that I am now extremely ill; for 
C c 2 
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it would have been a reproach to me to be in per¬ 
fect health, when fucli a friend is defperate. I do 
profefs, upon my falvation, that the diftrefled and 
defperate condition of our friend makes life fo in¬ 
different to me, who, by courfe of nature, have 
fo little left, that I do not think it worth the time 
to firuggle : yet I fhould think, according to what 
hath been formerly, that I may happen to overcome 
this prefent diforder; and to what advantage ? 
Why, to fee the lofs of that perfon for whofe fake 
•only life was worth preferving. I brought both 
thole fi iends over *, that we might be happy toge¬ 
ther as long as God fhould pleafe. The knot is 
broken ; and the remaining perfon, you know, ha3 
ill anfwered the end ; and the other, who is now 
to be loft, is all that was valuable. You agreed 
with me, or you are a great hypocrite. What 
have I to do in the world ? I never was in fuch a- 
gonies as when I received your letter, and had it in 
my pocket. I am able to hold up myforry head 
no longer f. 


Mrs. Johnfon and Mrs. Dingley, both relations of Sir William 
l emple, at whole houfe the author became acquainted with them, 
after he left the umverfity of Dublin. Their fortunes being not very 
conliderable, they chole to fpend their days in Ireland. Dub. edit. 

to Sir WllUmTempk.' ^ *° that Ste " a WaS related 

t-That ingenious lady for whom the author exprefleth fo much 
concern here, and in the preceding letter, was the famous St el i. a, 
fo often celebrated in the author’s poems, vols 7. and 8. for her fine 
perfon, wit, and many virtues. Her phyfician told her, when (he was 
near dymg that (he was at the bottom of the hill, and they muft 

of HeJr I 6 '' V UP ? Sain ’ But (he P ,ainl ? approaches 

°* tth l"( re t' ,y repilCj > “ That »>« found (he would be out of 
the dare 0/ h re r g0t Up , t0 ,h f t0 P’’' She e‘‘ : d in a few months af- 

afler in / S ’ Dai - «’»• See her cha- 

radtcr in Dr. Swift s life, prefixed to vol, i. 
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LETTER CXXIII. 

Mr. POPE to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


S I R, Twickenham, Sept . 6. 

I AM both obliged and alarmed by your letter. 

What you mention of a particular friend of the 
Dean’s being upon the brink of another world, 
gives me great pain ; for it makes me, in tendernefs 
to him, wifh him with you ; and at the fame time I 
fear he is not in a condition to make the journey. 
Though (to eafe you as far as I can) his phyfician 
and friend, Dr. Arbuthnot, allures me, he will loon 
be well. At prefent lie is very deaf, and more un- 
eafy than I hoped that complaint alone would have 
made him. I apprehend he has written to you in 
a melancholy way; which has put you into a great¬ 
er fright, than (with God’s will) we may have any 
reafon for. He talks of returning to Ireland in 
three weeks, if he recovers fufficiently; if not, he 
will flay here this winter. Upon pretence of fome 
very unavoidable occalions, he went to London 
four days fince, where I fee him as often as he will 
let me. I was extremely concerned at his opinuitrc - 
te in leaving me ; but he Ihrtli not get rid of the 
friend, though he may of his houfe. I have lug- 
gelled to him the remedy you mention ; and I will 
not leave him a day till 1 fee him better. I willi 
you could fee us in England, without manifefl in¬ 
convenience to yourfelf; though I heartily hope and 
believe, that our friend will do well. I fincerely 
honour you for warmth of affection, where it is 
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fo juftly merited ; and am, both for his fake and 
your own, with great efteem, yours, &c. 

A. Pope. 

P • S. I have often delired the Dean to make known 
to you my fenleof the good opinion you have expref- 
fed of me in your letters. I am pleafed to have an 
opportunity of thanking you under my hand ; and 
I delire you to continue it, to one who is no way 
ungrateful. 

[ *** This letter was probably an anfwer to one 
fent by Dr. Sheridan to Mr. Pope, when he laffc 
wrote to the Dean The reafon of his going to 
London appears by the two preceding letters; and 
about the time mentioned in this, he returned a - 
gain to Ireland. Mrs. Johnfon languished till the 
28th of January following, and then died During 
her licknefs, he compofed the prayers which im¬ 
mediately follow this collection of letters They 
were originally printed from his own hand-writ- 
in g-] 




LETTER CXXIV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mrs. MOORE. 

Deanery-houfey Dec . 7. 1727. 

Dear Madam, 

r THough I fee you feldomer than is agreeable to 
my inclinations, yet you have no friend in the 
world that is more concerned for any thing that can 
affeCtyour mind, your health, or your fortune I have 
always had the kigheft efteem for your v rcue, the 
g'reateft value for your converfation, and the trueft 

affection 
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affection for your perfon; and therefore cannot but 
heartily condole with you for the lofs of fo ami¬ 
able, and (what is more) fo favourite a child. 
Thefe are the neceflary confequences of too ftrong 
attachments, by which we are grieving ourfelves 
with the death of thofe we love; as we mult one 
day grieve thofe who love us, with the death of 
ourlelves. For life is a tragedy, wherein we fit as 
fpeclators a while, and then act our own part in it. 
Self-love, as it is the motive to all our actions, fo it 
is the foie caufe of our grief. The dear perfon 
you lament, is by no means an object of pity, either 
in a moral or religious fenfe. Philofophy always 
taught men to defpife life, as a moff contemptible 
thing in itfelf; and religion regards it only as a pre¬ 
paration for a better ; which you are taught to be 
certain that fo innocent a perfon is now in pof- 
feflion of; fo that file is an immenfe gainer, and 
you and her friends the only lofers Now, under 
misfortunes of this kind, I know no confolation 
more effectual to a reafonable perfon, than to re¬ 
flect rather upon what is left, than what is loff. 
She was neither an only child, nor an only daugh¬ 
ter. You have three children left; one of them of 
an age to be ufeful to his family *, and the two o- 
thers as promifing as can be expected from their 
age ; fo that, according to the general difpenfations 
of God Almighty, you have fmall reafon to repine 
ypon that article of life. And religion will tell 
you, that the true way to preferve them is, not to 
fix any of them too deep in your heart *. which is 
a weaknefs that God feldom leaves long unpunifh- 
ed ; common obfervation fhewing us, that fuch fa¬ 
vourite children are either fpoiled by their parents 
indulgence, or foon taken out of the world ; which 
laft is, generally fpeaking, the lighter punifliment 
of the two. 

* Charles Devenifb, Efq. 


God, 
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God, in his wifdom, hath been pleafed to load our 
declining years with many fufferings, with difeafes, 
and decays of nature, with the death of many 
friends, and the ingratitude of more ; fometimes 
with the lofs or diminution of our fortunes, when 
our infirmities mofl need them; often with con¬ 
tempt from the world, and always with neglecf 
from it ; with the death of our mod: hopeful or 
ufeful children ; with a want of relilh for all word- 
ly enjoyments; with a general diflike of perfons 
and things : and though all thefe are very natural 
effects of increaling years, yet they were intended 
by the author of our being, to wean us gradually 
from our fondnefs of life, the nearer we approach 
towards the end of it And this is the ufe you 
are to make, in prudence as well as confidence, of 
all the afflictions you have hitherto undergone, as 
well as of thofe which, in the courfe of nature and 
providence, you have reafon to expeCh May God, 
who hath endued you with fo many virtues, add 
ftrength of mind, and reliance upon his mercy, in 
proportion to your prefent fufferings, as well as 
thofe he may think fit to try you with, through 
the remainder of your life. 

I fear my prefent ill difpofition, both of health and 
mind *, has made me but a forry comforter : how¬ 
ever it will lhew, that no circumftance of life can 
put you out of my mind ; and that I am, with the 
•truell refpect, eftcem, and friendlhip, 

Dear Madam, 

Your mod: obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 

Jonath. Swift. 


* It was written little more than a month before Mrs. Johnfon’s 
death, an event which was then almuft daily expe&cd. 
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LETTER CXXV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Market-hill*, Jug, 2. 1728. 
/^UR friends here, as well as myfelf, were fadly 
^ difappointcd upon hearing the account of your 
journey. No body in town or country, as we were 
informed, knew where you were : but I perfuaded 
our family, that you were certainly in away of ma¬ 
king yourfelf ealy, and had got that living you 
mentioned ; and accordingly we were grieved and 
rejoiced at the lofs and fettlement of a friend : but 
it never entered into our heads, that you were be¬ 
llowing forty days in feveral Rages between con- 
Rable and conRable, without any real benefit to 
yourfelf, further than of exercile; and we wifhed, 
that no body lhould have had the benefit of your 
long abfence from your fchool but yourfelf, by a 
good living, or we by your good company; much 

lefs that the pleafure of fpighting T-had been 

you great motive. I heartily wifh you were fettled at 
Hamilton’s Bawn : and I would be apt to advife you, 
not to quit your thoughts that way, if the matter 
may be brought to bear ; for by a letter I juR recei¬ 
ved from the Rilhop of Cork, which was fhort and 
dry, with the Rale excufe of pre-engagements, I 

doubt you can hope nothing from him.- As to 

what you call my exercife, I have long quitted it. 
It gave me top much conRraint, and the world 
does not dcfer<e it. We may keep it cold, till the 
middle of winter. 

* The Tea* of Sir Arthur Achefon. 

Vol.X. D d 


As 
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As to my return, there are many fpeculations. 
I am well here, and hate removals. My fcheme 
was, that you fhould come hither, as you fay, and 
I return with you in your chaife. Sir Arthur, on 
hearing your letter, prefi’ed me to Ray longer. I 
am a very bufy man, fuch as at Qiiilca, which you 
will know when you come : yet I would contrive 
to be prefled more to flay till Chriftmas, and then 
you may contrtve to be here again, and take me 
back with you time enough for my own vifitation: 
and my reafon of Raying is, to be here the plant¬ 
ing and pruning time, See. 1 hate Dublin, and 
love the retirement here, and the civility of my 
hofls. This is my Rate, and humour upon it, and 
accordingly you are to manage my fcheme. How¬ 
ever, I would have you keep your vacation of Sep¬ 
tember here ; and let Mrs. Brent lend me a dozen 
guineas (half of them half-guineas) by von, and a 
periwig, and a new riding gown and calTock, and 
whatever elfe I may want by a longer abfence, pro¬ 
vided you will refolve and fwear that I fhall Ray. 

I had all Mrs. Brent’s packets by Mr. Little. My 
fervice to Mrs. Dingley. I cannot fay that I have 
more to fay, than to fay that I am, £sc. 


LETTER CXXVI 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Sept. 18. 1728. 


* 


Y continuance here is owing partly to indo- 



lence, and partly to my hatred to Dublin. I 
am in a middling way, between healthy and Rck, 
hardly ever without a little giddinefs or deafnefs. 


* This alfo ihouid be dated from Market-hill. 


and 
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and fometimes both. So much for that. As to 
what you call my lelTon, I told you I would think 
no more of it ; neither do I conceive the world de- 
ferves fo much trouble from you or me. I think 
the fufferings of the country for want of filver, de 
ferves a paper f, lince the remedy is lb eafy, and 
thole in power fo negligent. I had lome other 
fubjedls in my thoughts ; but truly I am taken up 
fo much with long lampoons on a perfon who owns 
you for a back, that I have no time for any thing 
elfe ; and if i do not produce one every now and 
then, of about two hundred lines, I am chid for 
my idlenefs, and threatened with you. 1 delire 
you will ftep to the deanery, fpeak to Mrs. Brent*, 
bid her open the middle great drawer of Piidge- 
way’s ferutoire in my elofet, and then do you take 
out from thence the hiftory f in folio, marble co¬ 
ver ; and two thin folios fairly writ. I forget the 
titles, but you have read them. One is an account 
of the proceedings of Lord Oxford’s miniftry, and 
the other ± to the fame purpofe. There are foul 
copies of both in the fame drawer ; but do you 
take out the fair ones, notin my hand. Let them 
be packed up and brought hither by the bearer* 
My Lady is perpetually quarelling with Sir Arthur 
and me, and fliews every creature the libels I have 
writ againft her ||. 

Mr. Worral fent me the particulars of the ha- 

vock made in Naboth’s vineyard **.-The d— 

burft, 

f In the Intelligencer, the 19th number of which is on this fuh- 
jeft. See it in vol. 4. p. 292. 

* The Dean's houfe keeper. 

-f Hiftory of the peace of Utrecht. 

% The ftatc of affairs in 1714. See it in v •!. 5. p. 332. 

|| See Hamilton's Bawn $ or, The Grand Question debated, in 
vol. 8. p. 133. 

A fit Id not far from the deanery-houfi*, which Dr. Swift inclo- 
fed at a great expence, with a fine Hone wall lined with trick ; againft 
which he planted vines, and the befl chofcn fiuit-tiees, for the bene¬ 
fit of the Dean of St. Patrick's for the time being. 

D d 2 


I think 
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I think Lady Dun’s burning would be an admi¬ 
rable fubjeft, to lliew how hateful an animal a human 
creature is, that is known to have never done any 
good : the rabble all rejoicing, &c. which they 
would not have done at any misfortune to a man 
known to be charitable. 

I wifh you could get in with the Primate, on the 
account of fome difeourfe about you here to-day, 
with Whaley and Walmfley. Whaley goes to Dub¬ 
lin on Monday next, in order for England. I would 
have you fee him. I fancy you may do fome good 
with the Primate, as to the firft good vacant fchool, 
if you wheedle him, and talk a little Wiggilhly. 

LETTER CXXVII. 

Mr. POPE to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

S I R, 

T Thank you kindly for your news of the Dean of 
A St. Patrick’s, for your Perfius, for every thing 
in your letter. I will ufe my warmed endeavours 
to ferve Dr. Whaley *. Befides his own merit, the 
demerit of his antagonift goes into the fcalc, and 
the Dean tells me he is a coadjutant of that fool 
S medley f. You mu ft have feen, but you cannot 
have read , what he has lately publifhed againft our 
friend and me. The only pleafure a bad writer can 
give me, he has given, that of being abufed with 
my betters and my friends I am much pleafed 
with moft of the Intelligencers J ; but I am a lit- 

* An eminent clergyman of the dioctfe of Armagh. 

Dean of Femes. See An excellent new ballad, &c. in vol. 7. 
t Though this letter is not dared, it appears, by the mention here 
mide of the Intelligencers, to be written in 172S ; and by the Dean's 
libelling the lady, to be while he was at Sir Arthur’s, where he wrote 
Hamilton's Biwn. 


tic 
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tie piqued at the author of them, for not once 
doing me the honour of a mention upon fo ho¬ 
nourable an occafion as being flandered by the 
dunces, together with my friend the Dean, who is 
properly the author of the Dunciad. It had ne¬ 
ver been writ but at his requeft, and for his deaf- 
nefs || : for had he been able to converfe with me, 
do you think I had amufed my time fo ill ? I will 
not trouble you with amendments to lo imperfect 
an edition as is now published : you’ll foon fee a 
better, with a full and true commentary, letting all 
miltakes right, and branding none but our own 
cattle. Some very good epigrams on the gentle¬ 
men of the Dunciad, have been fent me from Ox¬ 
ford, and others of the London authors. If I had 
an amanuenlis, (which is a thing neither I nor 
my common trifles are worth), you fhould have 
them with this. If your univeriitv or town have 
produced any on this fubjetd, pray fend them me, 
or keep them at lead together, for another day 
they may all meet. 

I have writ to the Dean juft now by Mr. El- 
rington, \\ho charges himfelf with this; and have 
inferted a hint or two of his libelling the lady of 
the family ; in as innocent a manner as he docs it, 
he will hardly fufpeft I had any information of 
it. 

Though I am a very ill correfpondent; I (hall at 
all times be glad to have the favour of a line from 
you. My eye-light is bad, my head often in pain, 
my time ftrangely taken up. Were I my own ma¬ 
iler (which, I thank God, I am yet in all points 
but one, where humanity only con drains me), 1 
would infallibly fee Ireland before I die. But whe¬ 
ther that, or many other of my little, tho’ warm 
deligns, will ever take effect. 


j| See this compliment elegantly returned in a po:m 
Mr. Pope, vol. 7 p. 339. 


id J refled to 

Cali - 
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Caliginofa noclc premlt Deus ! 

I am (where ever I am) the Dean’s, and the 
Dean’s friends, and confequently faithfully, 

S I R, 

Your affectionate humble fervant, 

A. Pope, 


LETTER CXXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Dublin, March 27. 1733. 

y Received your letter with fome pleafure, and a 
i good deal of concern. The condition vou are 
in requires the greatelfhafte hither, although your 
fchool did not; and when you arrive, I will force 
Dv. Helfham * to fee and direct you. Your 
fcheme of riding and country-air, you find, hath 
not anlwercd ; and therefore you have nothing to 
trull to, but the afiiftance of a friendly, ihilful 
doctor. For whether they can do any good or 
no, it is all we have for it; and yc.u cannot afford 
to die at prefent, becaufe the public, and all vet r 
family, have occafion for you. Beiid.es, I do not like 
the place you are in f, from your account, fince 
you fay people are dying there fo fail:. You can¬ 
not atfoid to lofe daily blood ; but, I fuppofe vou 


* A very eminent ph}fician, of great learning 
P + Th , e frc " fchco1 ° f <7«van, in ‘he gift of the crown ; for wh‘ 
rr hndanexchai.ged his living at Dunboyne, and in uhicli 
bad been fince fuccecced by Mr. Mcore. 


are 
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are no more regular than you have been in your 
whole life. I like the article very much which you 
propole in your will; and if that takes place forty 
years hence, and God, for the fins of men, fhould 
continue that life fo long, I would have it be ftill 
inferred; unlefs you could make it a. little{harper. 
I own you have too much reafon to complain of 
fome friends, who, next to yourfeif, have done you 
moft hurt; whom ftill I efteem and frequent,tlio’ I 
confefs 1 cannot heartily forgive. Yet certainly 
the cafe was not merely perfonal malice to you, (al¬ 
though it had the lame effect), but a kind of I 
know not what job, which one of them hath often 
heartily repented, however it came to be patched 
up. 1 am confident your collection of Bom mots *, 
and Comes a rirc , will be much the beft extant \ but 
you are apt to be terribly fanguine about the pro¬ 
fits of publifhing : however it {hall have all the 
pufhing 1 can give. 1 have been much out or 
order with a fpice of my giddinefs, which began 
before you left us. I am better of late days, but 
not right yet, though I take daily drops and bitters. 
I muft do the bed: I can, but fhali never more be a 
night-walker. \ ou hear they have in kngland 
palled the excife on tobacco ; and by their votes it 
appears they intend it on more articles. And care 
is taken bv fome fpecial friends here, to have it the 
fame way here. We are ilaves already, and from 
my youth upwards, the great wife men whom I 
ufed to be among, taught me, that a general ex¬ 
cife (which they now by degrees intend) is the molt 

direct and infallible way to flavery. Pray G- 

fend it them in his juftice : for they well deferve 
it. All your friends and the town, are juft as you 
left it. I humdrum it on, either on horfeback, cr 
dining and fitting the evening at home; endea- 


• Perhaps Bens mots re Stella^ and Hbougbtt on vat ious fubjeSIs, are 
partof this coilecU-'n, They arc both in this volume. 

vou ring 
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vouring to write, but write nothing, merely out 
of indolence, and want of fpirits. No foul has 
broke his neck, or is hanged, or married ; only 
Canctrina f is dead, and I let her go to her grave 


without a coffin, and without fees.--So I am 


going to take my evening-walk after five, having 
not been out of doors yet. I wifh you well and 
fife at home. Pray call on me on Sunday night. 


I am your’s See. 


P. S. I believe there are a hundred literal 

blunders, but 1 cannot flay to mend them.-So 

pick as you are able. 

I am not fo frank a writer as you. 



LETTER CXXIX. 


Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Sept. 12. 1735. 


Ere is a very ingenious obfervation upon the 
days of the week, and in rhyme, worth your 



obfervation, and very proper for the information 
of boys and girls, that they may not forget to rec¬ 


kon them. Sunday's a pun-day , Monday's a dun- 
d iy> Tuefday's a news-day, IVcdncfday's a friend's - 
diy, Thurfday's a curs'd-day, Friday's a dry-day , Sa¬ 
turday's the latter-day. i intend fomething of equal 
ule upon the months; as, January , women vary • 
I fliall likewife in due time make fomc obfervations 

+ One of thofe pcor people to whom the Dean ti r ed to give money, 
when he met them in his walks. Some of them he named thus, 
partly tor d;(hnclio:>, and pa;tly for humour; Car cermet, Sturrpu- 
ryrrf.1, PuU-agcivn-c, Friterilla , flora, Stumpantba ♦ 


2 
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upon each year as it paffes. So for the prefent 
year; 

One thoufand feven hundred and thirty-five. 

When only the d - and b - ps will thrive. 

And for the next : 

One thoufand feven hundred and thirty-fix , 

When the d - will carry the b - ps to Styx . 

Perge t 

One thoufand feven hundred and thirty feven, 

When the Whigs are fo blind they miftake hell for heav'n. 

I will carry thefe predictions no further than to 
the year 2001, when the learned think the world 
will be at an end, or the fine-all-cat-a-ftrow-fee. 

The l f is the period two thoufand and one 
When m - and b - to hell all are gone • 

When that time comes, pray remember the dif- 
covery came from me. 

It is now time I fhould begin my letter. I hope 
you got fafe to Cavan, and have got no cold on 
thofe two terrible days. All your friends are well, 
and I, as I ufed to be. I received yours. h J y humble 
fervice to your lady, and love to your children. I 
fuppofe you have all the news fent you. I hear of 
no marriages going on. One Dean Crofs, an e- 
minent divine, we hear is to be Bifhop of Cork.— 
Stay till I allc a fervant, what Patrick’s bells ring 

for fo late at night.-You, fellow, is it for joy 

or forrow ? I believe it fome of our royal birth¬ 
days.-Oh, they tell me it is for joy a new ma- 

fter is chofen for the corporation of butchers. So 
farewel. 

VoL. X. E c 


LET- 
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LETTER CXXX. 


Dr. SWIFr to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

Sept. 30. 1735. 

Y Ffterda 7 "’as the going out of the laft Lord 
Mayor, and to-day the coming in of the new, 
who is i\ldcrman Grattan. The Duke * was at both 
dinners ; but I thought it enough to go to-day, 
and I came away before fix, with very little meat 
or drink. The club f meets in a week, and I de¬ 
termine to leave the town as foon as pofiible ; for I 
am not able to live within the air of fuch rafeals ; but 
whither to go, or how far my health will permit me 
to travel, I cannot tell; for my mind mifgives me, 
that you are neither in humour nor capacity to re¬ 
ceive me as a gueft. I had your law-letter. Thofc 
things require ferious confideration. In order to 
bring them to a due perfection, a wife man will 
prepare a large fund of idioms ; which are highly 
ufeful, when literally tranflated by a ikillful, "elo¬ 
quent hand ; and, except our Latino - Jnglicus, is the 
molt neceflary, as well as ornamental part of hu¬ 
man learning. But then we mu ft take fpecial care 
of infuling the moil: ufeful precepts for the direc¬ 
tion of human life, particularly for inftructing 
princes and great minifters, difiributing our praifes 
and cenfures with the utmoft impartiality and juf- 
tice. I his is what I have prefumed to attempt, al¬ 
though very conlcious to myfclf of my inferior a- 

* The Duke of Dcrfet, Lord Lieurenirt of Ireland, 
f 1 he Irilh parliament. See the next letter, and the poem there 
mentioned. r 

bilitics 
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bilitics for fuch a performance. I begin with lady. 
And becaufe the judicous Mr. Locke fays it is ne- 
cellary to fettle terms, before we write upon any 
fubjeft, I defcribe a certain female of your ac¬ 
quaintance, whofe name lhall be Dorothy Itis in the 
following manner. Dolis ajira per, afira met, a fus, 
a quoque ct ; atra pes, an id lar, alas ibo ncs , a pres 
ter, at at lar, a vifi ter, age ipfi , ajlro lar, an empti 
pate, ares lar , aram lar, an ct, adcs e ver, ajl rumpct, 
ad en, agam lar, agrum lar, ac ?os pus, ajfiat error, 
ape e per, as noti nos, arraver, a hue ft are, aft'o fis ter, 
avi per, ad rive lar, age lar, apud lar, a Jis lar, a fis 
ter, a far ter, as hi ter, anus lar, a mus lar, arat lar, 
a minxinms, a prata pace, a gallo per , a five. Moft 
learned Sir, 1 intreat you will pleafe to obferve, 
(flnee I mult fpeak in the vulgar language), that, 
in the above43 denominations for females, many of 
them end with the clomefbc deity lar , to Ihew that 
women were chiefly created for family-affairs ; and 
yet I cannot hear that any other author hath made 
the fame remark. I have likewife begun a treatife 
of geography, (the Anglo - 1 nglarians call it erro- 
neoufly Jog Ralph I), Mei quo te fummo fit ? /IJlra 
cards amiti citi ; an ay et Ali cant is qui te as bigas 
it. Burba dos is more populus . An tego is a des arti 
hetc. 1 have a third treatife to direct young ladies 
in reading. Ama dis de Gallis a fine his tori, an dy 
et Belli an 'u is ab ct ter. Summas eurus Valent in an 
Dorfo ne ijihmos te legant ovum alto bis ure. I canna 
vie fire do m^fti cani males 0 fallique nat ure ; na mcl 
i, ac at, arat , amafti, fanda lesdi \ Ima ad i*mo uflo 
0 ; a lcedi inde edi mite ex ceptas a bcajti e verme et 
aram lingo ut. Precis mi cum pari fono dius or no ? 

I believe fome evil fpirit hath got pofieflion of 
you and a few others, in conceiving I have any 

power with the D-of D-, or with any one 

biihop, or man of power. I did but glance a iingle 

word to the D- about as proper a thing as he 

could do, and yet he turned it oft to fome other 
E c 2 difeourfe. 
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difcourfe You fay one word of my mouth would 
d<», &c. I believe the rhyme of my word would 
d julf as much. Am I not univerlally known to 
be one who diflikes all prelent perfons and proceed¬ 
ings ? Another writes to defire, th.it I would pre¬ 
vail on the Archbifhop of Dublin * to give him the 
bed prebend of St. Patrick’s. Let Biihop Clayton f 
allow the refignation, fince Donellan is provided 

for. J mentioned to the D-, that Donellan 

fhould be Dean of Cork, on purpofe to forward 
the .efignation of old Caulfield: but it would not 
do ; though Caulfield feems to have fome hopes, 
and it is JBilhop Clayton’s fault if he does not 
yield, &c. 



LETTER CXXXI. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


t April 24. 1736. 

T Have been very ill for thefetwo months paft with 
giddinels and deafnefs, which laftcd me till about 
ten da s ago, when I gradually recovered ; but hill 
am weak and indolent, not thinking any thingworth 
mv thoughts; a d although (I forget what I am 
going to lay, lo it ferves fo» nothing), 1 am well 
enough to ride, yet I will not be at the pains. Your 
friend Mrs. Whitewav, who is upon all occalions 
fo zealous to vindicate, is o e whom I delire you 
to chide : for. during my whole ficknefs, fhe was 
perpetually plaguing and fpunging on me; and 

* Dr. John Hoadly. 

■f Ciaytor, B fhop of Cork. 

^ I he paragraphs marked with inverted commas, in this and the fol- 
-«r, were written by Mr, Whiteway, a coufin german of 

though 
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though flie would drink no wine herfelf, yet {he 
increafed the expence, by making me force it down 
her throat. Some of your eight rules I follow, fome 
I reject, fome I cannot compafs, I mean merry fel¬ 
lows. Mr J. R. never fails. I did within two 
days pait ring him fuch a peal in relation to you, 

that he rnuft be the d-1 not to confider it. I 

will ufe him the fame way, if he comes to morrow 
(which I do not doubt), for a pint of wine. I like 
your project of a fatire on Fairbrother *, who is 
an arrant rafed in every circumftance. 

iC Every fyllable that is worth reading in this let- 
“ ter, you are to fuppole I wrir it; the Dean only 
** took the hints from me ; but he has put them fo 
<c ill together, that I am forced to tell you this in 
“ my own juftification. Had you been worth 
“ hanging you would have come to town this va- 
cation, and I would have Ihewn you a poem on 
“ the legion club. I do not doubt but that a cer- 
“ tain perfon will pretend he writ it, becaufe there 
“ is a copy of it in his hand, lying on his table ; 
“ but do not mind that; for there are fome peo- 
“ pie in the world will fay any thing. I wifh you 
“ could give fome account of poor Dr Sheridan. 
“ I hear the reafon he did not come to town this 
“ Ealler, is, that he waited to fee a neighbour of 
“ his hanged.” 

Whatever is faid in this page by Goody White¬ 
way, I have not read, nor will read; but allure 
you, if it relates to me, it is all a lie : for (he fays 
you have taught her that art; and, as the world 
goes, and fhe takes you for a wife man, (he 
ought to follow your practice. To be feri- 
ous, I am forry you faid fo little of your own 
affairs, and of your health; and when will you pay 
me any money ? For, upon my confcience, you 
have half-ftarved me. 


• See ihe next letter. 


" The 
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«< n f h , e P* over ' e gg s were admirable, and the wor- 
lted for the Dean’s ftockings fo fine, that not 
one knitter here can knit them.” 

We neither of us know what the other hath writ; 
Jo one anfwer will ferve, if you write to us both, 
provided you juftb give us both our fhare, and each 
ot us will read our own part Pray tell us how 
you brearhe, and whether that diforder be better. 

4( If the Dean fhould give you anv hint about 
ft ™oney, you need not mind him; for, to my 
knowledge, he borrowed twenty pounds a month 
1 ago, to keep himfelf alive.” 

. 1 am fon 7 to ^11 you, that poor Mrs. Whiteway 
is to be hinged on Tuefday next, for healing a 
piece of Indian lilk out of Bradfliaw’s ihop, and 
did not let the houfe on fire, as I advifed her. I 
have wrote a very mafterly poem on the legion- 
club ; which, if the printer Ihould be condemned 
to be hanged for it, you will fee in a three-pennv 
book ; for it is 240 lines. Mrs. Whiteway is to 
have half the profit and h'df the hanging. 

,, “ Tht Drapier went this day to the Tholfel as a 
4< me rcnant to fign a petition to the government 
againft lowering the gold ; where, we hear, he 
n y ° n ? for which he will be reckon- 

ed a Jacobite. God fend hanging does not go 
" round.” & 

Yours, &c. 


letter cxxxii. 

Dr, SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


M nc -t Dublin, May 15. 1736. 

KS. Whiteway and I were fretting, raging, 
ftonnmg, and fuming, that you had not fent 

a letter 
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a letter finceyou got to your caban (for the V con¬ 
sonant was anciently a B,) I mean Cavan : but, how¬ 
ever, we mingled pity ; for we feared vou had run 
away from fchooi, and left the key under the door. 
We were much difippoinced, that the fpring and 
beginning of fummer had no. introduced the mufes 
and that your now walkable roads had not roufed 
your fpints We are here ihe haj pieft people in 
the univerfe. We have a year and a half before 
the club will meet, to be revenged further on the 
clergy, who never offended them: and in England 
tneir parliament are following our Reps, only with 
two or three Reps for our one. It is well you have 
done with the church * ; but pray take care to get 
money, die in a year or two more they will forbid 
all Greek and Latin fchools, as Popifh and Jaco¬ 
bite. 1 took leave of the Duke and Duchefs to-day. 
He has prevailed on us to make a promife to be- 
Row upon England 25,000 1. a-yenr for ever, by 
lowering the gold coin, againft the petition of all 
the merchants, fhopkeepers, &c. to a man. May 
his own eftate be lowered the other forty parts • 
for we now !ofe by all gold two and a half per cent. 
He will be a better (that is to fay, a worfe) man by 
6o,oco 1. than he was when he came over, and the 
nation better (that is to lay worfe) by above half a 
mdhon ; befides the worthy method he hath taken 
m dilpofal of employments in church and ftatc. 
Here is a curfed long libel running about in manu- 
Icript on the legion club. It is in verfe, and the 
oolifh town imputes it to me '['here were not 
above thirteen abufed (as it is faid) in the original; 

ut others have added more, which I never faw ; 
though I have once read the true one. I have of¬ 
ten given my opinion, that an honeil: man never 
wifhed himfelf to be younger. My fentiment, I 
rind, ought not to have been univerfal, becaule, 

of C^ ShCn<ian eXChangCd hislivin S at Dunboync, for the Ichool 
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to my forrow, I have lived to change. I have feen 
iince the death of the late Queen (who had few 
equals before her in every virtue, fince monarchy 
began) fo great a contempt of religion, morality, 
liberty, learning, and common fenl’e, among us 
in this kingdom ; a hundred degrees beyond what 
I ever met with in any writer, ancient or modern. 
I am very confident, that a complete hiftory of the 
foolifh, wicked, weak, malicious, ruinous, factious, 
unaccountable, ridiculous, abfurd proceedings in 
this kingdom, would contain twelve large volumes 
in folio, of the fmallelt letter in the largeft paper. 
What has Foulbrother * done to provoke you ? I 
either never heard, or have forgot sour provoca¬ 
tions ; but he was a fellow I have never been able 
to endure. If it can be done, I will have it print¬ 
ed ; and the title ihall be, Ufon a certain bookfdler 

(or printer) in Utopia. -Mrs. Whiteway will be 

here to morrow, and fhe will anfwer your fincere, 
open-lie irted letter, very particularly ; for which I 
will now leave room. So adieu for one night. 

SIR, 

<c I am mod: fincerely obliged to you for all the 
K< civil things you have laid to me, and of me to 
“ the Dean. I found the good e£Fe<Sls of them this 
u day : when I waited on him, he received me w th 
“ great good-humour; faid fomething had hap- 
“ pened fince he faw me lair, that had convinced 
“ him of my merit; that he was forry he had treat- 
“ ed me with fo little diftinction, and that hcreaf- 
<( ter I fhould not be put upon the foot of an hum- 
“ ble companion, but treated like a lady of wit, 
€€ and learning, and fortune ; that if he could pre- 
“ vail on Dr. Sheridan to part with his wife, he 
“ would make her his friend, his nurfe, and the 
“ manager of his family. 1 approved entirely of 


* Fairbrother, See the lad letter, and the fubfequent part of this. 

1 c ‘ his 
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“ liis choice; and at the fame time expre/Ied my 
fears, that it would be impofhble for you to 
cf think of living without her. This is all that fticks 
with me. But confldering the friendship you 
“ exprefs to me for the Dean, I hope you will be 
perluaded to confider his good rather than your 
own, and fend her up immediately; or elfe it 
c ‘ will put him to the expence of giving three fhil- 
“ lings and fourpence for a wife; and he declares, 
" that the badnefs of pay of his tithes, Since the 
<c refolutions of the parliament of Ireland, puts this 
“ out of his power.” 

I could notguefs why you were fo angry at Fowl- 
brother ; till Mrs. Whiteway, who you find is now 
with me, faid it was for publishing fome works of 
yours and mine like a rogue ; which is fo ufual ta* 
their trade, that I now am weary of being angry" 
with it. I go on, to delire that Mrs. Donaldfon * 
will let me know what I owe her, not in juftice, 
but generolity. If you could find wine and victuals, 

I could be glad to pafs fome part of the fummer 
with you, if health would permit me; for I have 
fome club-enemies, that would be glad to Shoot me, 
and I do not love to be Shot: it is a death I have a 
particular aversion to. But I Shall henceforth walk 
with fervants well armed, and have ordered them 
to kill my killers; however, 1 would have them be 
the beginners. I will do what I can with Mr. R—, 
who (money excepted) is a very honeft man. How 
is your breathing ? As to myfelf, mv life and health 
are not worth a groat. How Shall we get wine to 
to your cabin ? 1 can Spare fome ; and am pr pa¬ 
ring diaclum to fave my lkin as far as Cavan, and 
even to Belturbut. Pray God preferve you. 

I am, &c. 


* An inn-keeper at Cavan. 
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LETTER CXXXIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


Dub'in , June 5. 1736. 

Y OU mud: pay your groat (as if you had been 
drunk laft night) for this letter; becaufe I 
am neither acquainted with any frank cur, nor the 
of frank king. I am glad you 
have got the piles, becaufe it is a mark of health and 
a ftrong conftitution. I believe what you fay of the 
legion-club poem ; for it plainly appears a work of a 
legion-club ; for 1 hear there are fifty different co¬ 
pies ; but what’s that to me ? And you are in tho 
right, that they are nor treated according to their 
merit. You never writ fo regularly in your life ; 
and therefore when you write to me, always take 
care to have the piles; I mean any piles *, except 
thofe of lime and hone ; and yet piles are not fo 
bad as the hone. I find you intend to be be here 
(by your date) in a dozen days hence. The room 
{hall be ready for you ; though I {hall never have 
you in a morning, or at dinner, or in the evening ; at 
all other times I fliali be peftered with you. John 

R-(for he does not deferve the name of 

Jack) is gone to his fix miles off country-feat for 
the fummer. I admire at your bill of 10 1. odd ; 
for I thought your firft was double ; or is it an ad¬ 
ditional one ? When you fatisfv me, I will fend 
down to him with a vengeance ; although, except 
that damned vice of avarice, he is a very agreeable 


* The author held puns in cor.tempt, but would fometimes make 
himfelf merry with them. 


man. 
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man. —- As to your venifon, vain is one who 

expects it. I am checking you for your chickens, 
and could lamb you for lambs. ylddcndo (juaedenn M 

My wife a-rattling, 

My children tattling, 

My money fpent is. 

And due my rent is. 

My fchool decreaftng, 

My income ceaflng. 

All people teafe me. 

But no man pays me. 

My worfhip is bit, 

By that rogue Nifbet. 

To take the right way, 

Gonfult friend YVhiteway. 

Would you get ftill more ! 

Go flatter Kilmore *. 

Your geefe are old, 

Your wife a fcold. 

You live among ill folks in a dunghill. 

You never have an old friend at Cavan. 

Mrs. Whiteway is ever your friend ; but your 
old ones have forfaken you, as mine have me. My 
head is very bad; and 1 have juft as much fpirits 
left as a drowned moufe. Pray do not give your- 
felf airs of pretending to have flies in fummer at 
Cavan ; and fuch a no fummer as this. I, who am 
the beft fly-catcher in the kingdom, ha?e not 
thought it worth my time to fliow my lkill in that 
art. I believe nothing of your garden improve¬ 
ments; for I know you too well. What you fav 
of your leannefs is incredible ; for when I faw you 
laft, you were as broad as long. But if you conti¬ 
nue to breathe free, (which nothing but exercife 


* Dr. Jofiah H^rt, then Bifhop of Kilmore. 
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can 
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can give), you may be fafe with as little flefli as I, 
which is none at all. 

I had your letter juft before this was fealed ; but 
I cannot anfwer it now. 


WMHWKVJfW 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN, 


July 10. 1736. 

I Received your two letters. The firft is mingled 
with Latin and Englifh,one following the other : 
now I fcorn that way, and put both languages in 
one. However, for the hike of order, I will be¬ 
gin with anfwering your fecond letter before the 
firft, becaufe it deferves one on account of your 
prefents. From bogs, rivers, mountains, molles, 
quagmires, heaths, lakes, kennels, ditches, weeds. 
See. Sec. Sec. Sec. — Mrs. White way was pleafed. 
although very unjuftly, to criticife upon every cu- 
riofity. She fwears, the paper of gravel was of 
your own voiding, as fhe found by the fmeil: that 
your whole artichoak leaf fliows its mother to be 
fmaller than a nutmeg: and I confefs you were 
fomewhat unwaiy in expofing it to cenfure Your 
rafberry Ihe compared with the head of a corking- 
pin, and the latter had the victory. Your currants 
were invifible, and we could not diftinguifli the red 
from die black. Your purflane pafled very well 
with me, but fhefwore it was houi'e-leck. She de¬ 
nies your Cavan fly to be genuine : but will have it, 
that, for the credit of your town, you would have 
it born there, although Mrs Donaldlbn confcfles 
it was fent her in a box of brown fugar, and died 
I as 
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? s it entered the gates. Mrs. Whiteway proceeds 
further in her malice, declaring your nafturtium to. 
be only a p-fs a bed; your beans as brown as her- 
felf, and of the fame kind with what we fatten 
hogs in Leicefterfhire. In one thing fhe admires 
your generofity, that, for her fake, you would 
fpare a drop or two of your canal water, which, 
by the fpongy bottom, needs it fo much. The on¬ 
ly defeats of them all were, that they wanted co¬ 
lour, fight, and fmell; yet, as to the lafr, we both 
acknowledged them all to exhale a general fuftinefs, 
which however did much refemble that of your Ca¬ 
van air. 




LETTER CXXXV. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

T Received your letter, which begun with lings *. 
A You have thirteen in all, and I have got but an 
hundred and fixty; a trifle! Find me ten more 
than mine, and I will give you ten guineas for the 
eleventh. Mine are all down, and only twelve, 
which are not entered in a letter ; which 1 will lend 
you when health permits, and I have nothing elfe 
to do; and that may be a twelve-month hence, if 
my diforder will let me hold out fo long. You 
are born to be happy, for you take the leaf!: piece 
of good fortune chearfully. I fuppofe your arith¬ 
metic is, that three boys a-week are a hundred and 
fifty-nine in a year; andfeven guineas a-week are 
three hundred and fixty-five/>er annum. Can you rec¬ 
kon that the county, and the next, and Dublin, 

* A termination urhimGcally applied. See the next letter. 
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will provide you with thirty lads in all, and good 
pay, of which a dozen fhall be lodgers ? Does the 
cheapnefsof things anfwer your expedition ? Have 
you lent away your late younger-married daughter £ 
and will you lend away the other ? let me defire 
you will be very regular in your accounts ; becaufe 
a very lioneft friend of your’s and mine tells me, 
that, with all your honefty, it is an uneafy thing 
to have anv dealings with you that relate to accounts, 
by your frequent forgetfulnefs and confufion ; for 
you have no notion of regularity; and I do not 
wonder at it, confidering the fcattered, confufed 
manner in which you have lived. Mrs. Whiteway 
thanks you for the good opinion you have of her; 
and I know lhe always loved and defended you. I 
cannot tell when I fhall be able to travel. I have 
three other engagements on my hands, but the pi in- 
cipal is to fee the Bifliop of OlTory. Yet I dread 
the lying abroad above live miles. I am never well. 
Some fudden turns are every day threatening me 
with a giddy fit; and my affairs are terribly em¬ 
broiled I have a fcheme of living with you, when 
the college-green club is to meet: for in thefe times 
I deteff the town, and hearing the follies, corrup¬ 
tions, and flavifh practices of thofe mifreprefenta- 
tive brutes; and relolve, if I can ftir, to pafs that 
whole time at Bath or Cavan. I fay again, keep 
very regular accounts, in large books, and a fair 
hand; not like me, who, to fave paper, confufe 
every thing. Your mind is honeft, but your me¬ 
mory a knave; and therefore the Scotch mean the 
fame thing by minding , that we do by remembering 
Sirrah, faid I to a Scotch footman, why did you 
not go that errand ? Becaufe I did not mind it, quo* 
Sawny. A curfe on thefe twenty foldiers drum- 
ming through my liberty twice a day, and going to 
a barrack * the government hath placed juft under 

* C tiled now the peddk-guard, and kept within the liberties of St. 
Patrick’? to fupprefs riots. 

my 
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my nofe. I think of a line in Virgil Travefty. The 

fr - 1 cut their yelping weafons. We experf Lord 

Orrery and Bilhop Rundie next week. -This 

letter was intended for lait poll, but interruptions 
andTories hindered it. Poor Mrs. Acheibn is re- 
lapfed at Grange* and worfe than ever. I was 

theie yefierday, and met Dr. H-m, who hopes 

Ihe was a little better. - 16. Here has no body 

been hanged, married, or dead, that I hear of. 
Dr. Grafton is confined by a boil; if you aik him 
where, he will lell you a bargain. My chief coun- 
ti y-companion now is philofopher Webber ; for die 
Grattans and Jackibns are neither to be found at 
home or abroad* except Robin, who cannot f'tir a 
foot. 


£ v v x’ >C‘y' y' yyvyyv ^ \s v* v v*v 
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LETTER CXXXVI 
Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 


. - , April*). 1737. 

A Bout a month ago I received your laft letter, 
wherein you complain of my long filence ; 
what will you do when I am fo long inanfweving? 
I have one excufe which will ferve for all my friends; 
I am quite worn out with diforders of mind and 
body; a long tit of deafnefs, which ftill continues, 
hath unqualified me for converting, or thinking, or 
reading, or hearing ; to all this is added an appre- 
henfion of giddinels, whereof I have frequently 
fome frightful touches. Befides, I can hardly write 
ten lines without twenty blunders, as you will fee 
by the number of fcratchings and blots before this 
letter is done : in to the bargain, I have not one 

rag 
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rag of memory left; and my friends have all for- 
Taken me, except Mrs. Whiteway, who preferves 
Tome pity for my condition ; and a few others, who 
love wine that cods them nothing. As to my ta¬ 
king a journey to Cavan, I am juft as capable as 
of a voyage to China, or of running races at New¬ 
market/ 13 ut to fpeak in the Latinitas Grattaniana, 
Tu clamas meretrix primus ; for we have all expect¬ 
ed you here at Eafter, as you were ufed to do.—— 
Your mu ft er- roll of meat is good, but of drink in 
Tup port able. Yew wann twine. My ftrefs Al- 
bavia has eaten here all your hung beef, and faid it 
was very good. The affair of high importance in 
their family is, that Mifs Molly hath ifiTued out or¬ 
ders, with great penalties, to be called Mrs. Harri- 
fon : which caufeth many fpeck you’ll afh owns. 

-I am now come to the noli me tan jerry, which 

begg inns wyth Mad dam. - So I will go on, 

by the ftrength of my own wit, upon points of the 
higheft imp or taunts. 1 have been very curious in 
confidering that fruitful word ling ; which explains 
many fine qualities in ladies ; fuch as, grow ling , 
ray ling, tip ling , (feldom) toy ling, mumbling , 
grumb lingy cur ling, pufs ling, bufs ling, flrow ling, 
ramb ling, quarry lingy tat ling, whiff ling, dabb lingy 
doub ling . Thefe are but as ample o fan hunn 
dread mower : they have all got cold this winter, 
big owing tooth in lick lad ink old wether, and dare 

ink you rabble.-Well, I triumph over you, Is 

corn urine cap a city. Pray tell me, does the land 
of Quilca pay any rent ? or is any paid by the te¬ 
nant ? or is there not any part of 50 1 to be got ? 
But before you make complaints of ill payments 
from your fchool, I will declare I was never fo ill 
paid as now. even by my richer debtors I have 
finifhed my bill for the laft time ; wherein I left 
Tome little legacy, which you are not to receive till 
you fhaii be entirely out of my debt, and paid all 
you owe me to my executors. And I have made 

2 very 
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very honourable mention of you in the will, as the 
conlideration of leaving thefe legacies to you. 

Explain this proverb. Salt dry fijh, and the -wed- 
ding-gold, is the vice of ’women both young and old. 
\ es, you have it i nam o mento time. The old 
huncks Shepherd has buried his only fon, who was 
a young huncks come to age. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Here is a rhyme; it is a fatire on an inconftant 
lover. 

^ ou are as faithlels as a Carthaginian, 

To love at once Kate, Nell, Doll, Martha, Jenny, 
Anne. 

A fpecimen of Latinitas Grattaniana. 

p'GO ludam diabolum fuper duos baculos cum te. 
Voca l’uper me eras. 

Profedlo ego dabo tibi tuum ventrem plenum legis. 
Sine me folum cum illo. Ego capiam tempus. 

Quid peftis velles tu efle apud ? 

Ego faciam te fumare. 

Due uxorem veni fuper. 

Ego dabo tibi pyxidem in aure. 

Ego faciam te lee are faltum 

Veni, veni, folve tuum lcotum, et fac non plura 
verba. 

Id eft plus expenft quam veneratio. 

Si tu es pro lege, dabo tibi legem, tuum ventrem 
plenum 

Ut diabolus voluit habere id. 

Quid eft materia tecum ? 

Tu habes vetus proverbiam fuper tuum latus 2 
Nihil eft nunquam in periculo. 

Cape me apud illud, et fufpende me. * 

Ego capio te apud tuum verbum. 

Vol.X, Gg 
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Tu venis in farti tempore. 

Eft formofus corporatus homo in facie. 

Efne tu fuper pro omni die 
Morfus : Efne tu ibi cum tuis urfis . 
llle eft ex fuper fuam fervationem. 

Tu eft career avis. 

Ego amo mendacem in meo corde, et tu aptas me 

ad crinem. 

Ego dicam tibi quid : Hie eft magnus clamor, et 
parva lana. 

Quid ! tu es fuper tuum ahum equum. 

Tu nunquam fervafti tuum verbum. 

Hie eft diabolus et omne agere. 

Vifne tu efle tarn bonus, quam tuum verbum ? 

Ego faciem porcutn vel canem de id. 

Ego fervo hoc pro pluviofo die. 

Ego poflum facere id cum digito madido. 

Prefe&Q ego habui nullam manum in id. 

Efne tu in aure nido ? 

Tu eft homo extranei renis. 

Precor, ambula fuper. 

Ego intro non in tuas querelas. 

Ego feci amorem virgini honoris. 

Quomodo venit id circum, quod tu ludis ftoltum 
it a ? 

Vos ibi, fac viam pro meo domino. 

Omnes focii apud pedem pilam. 

Foeminse et linteum afpiciunt optime per candela 
lucem. 


LET- 









Let. 137. 


FROM Dr. SWIFT. 


235 


LETTER CXXXVII *. 

Dr. SWIFT to Dr. SHERIDAN. 

T Will on Monday (this is Saturday, May 22. as 
you will read below in the date) lend or talk to 
Mr. Smith : but I diftruft your fanguinity To much, 
(by my own defponding temper), that I know not 
whether that affair of your jufticefhip be fixed ; but 
I fliall know next week, and write ora<ft according¬ 
ly. I battled in vain with the Duke and his clan a- 
gainft the lowering of gold, which is juft a kind 
fettlement upon England of 25,000 1 . a-year for 
ever. Yet fome of my friends differ from me, tho* 
all agree that the ablentees will be juft fo much 
gainers. I am excefiively glad that your difficulty 
of breathing is over ; for what is life but breath ? 
I mean not that of our noftrils, but our lungs You 
muft in fummer ride every half-holiday, and go to 
church every Sunday fome miles off'. The people 
of England are copying from us to plague the cler 
gy ; but they intend far to outdo the original. I 
wifh I were to be born next century, when we lhall 
be utterly rid of parfons, of which, God be thankr 
ed, you are none at prefent; and until your Biihop 
give you a living, I will leave off' (except this lettei) 
giving you the title of Reverend. I did write him 
lately a letter with a witnefs, relating to his printer 
of quadrille, (did you ever fee it ?), with which he 
half ruined Faulkner. He promifes (againft his 
nature) to confider him; but interpofed an excep- 


* 


* This fliould have been dated zzd May 3737, but is not. 
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tion, which I believe will deftroy the whole. Mrs. 
Whittway gives herfelf airs of loving you ; but do 
not truft her too much ; for flie grows difobedient, 
and fays, ilie is going for to get another favourite. 
In fliort, Ihe calls you names, and has neither Mr. 
nor Dr on her tongue, but calls you plain Sheri* 
dan, and pox take you. She is not with me now, 
elle llie would read this in fpite of me, and, between 
ourfelves, llie fets up to be my governor. I wiih 
you had fent me the Chriftian name of Knatchbull, 
and 1 would have writ to him ; but I will fee him 
on Monday, if he will be viiible. The poem on the 
legion-club is fo alteied and enlarged, as I hear, 
(for I only faw the original), and fo damnably 
murdered, that they have added many of the club 
to the true number. I hear it is charged to me, 
with great perfonal threatnings from the puppies 
offended. Some fay they will wait for revenge to 
their next meeting; others fay the privv-council will 
fummon the fulpedled author. If I could get the 
true copy, I would fend it you. Your Bilhop writes 
me word, that the real author is manifeft by the 

work. -Your lofs of flefh is nothing, if it be 

made up with fpirit. God help him who hath nei¬ 
ther, I mean myfelf. I believe I lliall lay with Ho¬ 
race, Non otnnis moriar ; for half my body is alrea¬ 
dy fpent. 

LETTER CXXXVIII. 

Dr. SWIFT to Mr. POPE. 

Dear SIR, Dublin , April 28. 1739. 

T HE gentleman who will have the honour to de¬ 
liver you this, although he be one related to 

me, 
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me, which is by no means any fort of recommen¬ 
dation ; for I am utterly void of what the world 
calls natural affection ; and with good reafon, be- 
caufe they are a numerous race degenerating from 
their anceftors, who were of good efteem for their 
loyalty and fufterings in the rebellion of King 
Charles I. This coufin of mine, who is fo defirous 
to wait on you, is named Deane Swift *, becaufe 
his great grandfather by the grandmother’s fide was 
Admiral Deane ; who having been one of the regi¬ 
cides, had the good fortune to fave his neck by dy¬ 
ing a year or two before the reftoration. 

I have a great efteem for Mr. Deane Swift, 
who is much the moft valuable of any in his 
family. He was firft a ftudent in this univer- 
fity, and finifhed his ftudies in Oxford; where 
Dr. King, Principal of St. Mary Hall, allured me, 
that Mr. Swift behaved himfelf with good reputa¬ 
tion and credit. He hath a very good tafte for 
wit, writes agreeable and entertaining verfes, and 
is a perfect mailer, equally Ikil ed in the belt 
Greek and Roman authors. Pie hath a true Spirit 
for liberty, and with all thefe advantages is ex¬ 
tremely decent and modeft. Mr. Swift is heir to 
the little paternal eftate of our family at Goodrich 
in Plerefordfhire. My grandfather was fo perfe- 
cuted and plundered two and fifty times, bv the 
barbarity of Cromwell’s hellilh crew, (of which I 
find an account in a book called Mercurius Rujli- 
cus) y that the poor old gentleman was forced to 
fell the better half of his eftate to fupport his fami¬ 
ly. However, three of his fons had better for¬ 
tune ; for coming over to this kingdom, and tak¬ 
ing to the law, they all purchafed good eftates 
here ; of which Mr. Deane Swift hath a good 
ihare, but with fome incumbrance. 

* Author of An ejfzy upon the life, writing *, and charafur of 
Dr . Swift , publifhed in 17^5. 

I had 
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I had a mind that this young gentleman fhould 
have the honour of being known to you, which is 
all the favour l alk for him ; and that if he Hays 
any time longer in London than he now intends^ 
you will permit him to wait on you fometimes. 

I am, 

My deareft friend, 

Your mo ft obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 

J. SWIFT* 



A LETTER. 


Doctor, 

RE verens is as fit amanto tellus to ris afii. It 



^ is as illi gefto me. E veri lxdi is a prata 
pace : fum arfo den ti i curium at a venture. A 
nranto mari ad rapido cetis a miti folli. Ime 
metum at Annibal. A tu es de fe nite fed ito 
a hedi in cum pani ofta delatoris prxfit in mi lap- 
fu. Dicti camina furiatus, orto prre ventus : his 
cot is vel veras fine afla hero. Hiftrix arfo rudi 
cantabit en durum. His arfis ne ver atqui et. Cadi, 
de vilis in uti fora puppi. Pras heris anfer. Sur- 
fum denis agrum, a gros, aras calli, as aufi, an 
empti, an das curvi tori. A pacatoris fat at 
fuperbius, fed ito Die ; Serra, aerugo, origo, I 
maeres mi angor in as lapithse belli: I promifl’u as 
furas urina a gaudi coti imendit; fori de tefta vi¬ 
olent parti rogas mi ene mi As furas veni fonis 
fit fora pafti. Ima deni fe ; far ab ove ad rumor, 
ora piper, or a caper in fartorr. Sed ito an ebur 
nec fto mifi de ; A, goarundo formica ne, ketabo 


beat 
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beat mi merci. I feda punis mi de lite, ora cupa 
clardt ; an di cxfo fore ver. Alludo die iflo callus 
aras calido deni it Die ledi in ager, canru ride 
mi mare inani para bootes, ora a nupera lues ? 
Die has hyems in his pate. His cum pani i tecum 
fora veri fcilicet o puppis : iras cullum tuenti times 
a de. Die, led, i amabo, i fedi deteftabo, i findit: 
cantu curabo ? Prxdixit an do tellus fum tales. 
Cannibal a fudo ? Olet Sei apis in ure bootes : olet 
hircum. A curru artis apparent. As fine as ure 
cotis, it is as Grxci afia candelis; nota fum tuus 
habet forabo. Atlas tu fed : Serra di&i, fenlii arfo 
rude tomis ter deni fe, ure nos in mi ars 

Prx fe Doctor, mulfi vifit mi par fonas i intend- 
k ? I delink a tu se de nite nee flat his laobora tori; 
an de at mi luperaturus. 

Itis a bova forte nite ago finceri ritu notis off* 
define tomus ter almi tori parti at fuper. be, mufti 
bipes forum, orno ? An ebur omine has fum veri 
fine ftipes ; I prx ubi fumto fata porcas i intendat 
fum time for a meri hs ter, orat Criftamas de. As 
tomi pcs, i avum redi in atro. 

•Is dicor is mari dellet me tecum in tomi cum 
pani ; for midinis in mi pate. Fori cantherina dea 
bellet alpha quarter ofta mi es diftans. 

Sed ito die, prxis mi lxdi Mari abuti orno ? 
Heris anfer ; O as feras ab lac amore, aflu^t as 
Ajax, as meri as an apis, an das redito fartas a 
marina rodis. 

Prxbe fpecus a fatur de nec ftat fuperaturus: 
Ime beaturus Tori ro i. as meri afia piper. 

Res tore mi in cornu curru ltola a fatur de Udi 
diti fe, an das fur as agunto it iftos hamus Ime 
comi tuto nugator inani gelu defervit Atlas tu 
me fufferat a gallus fora robur. It is veri es ito pa- 
cajuri. Cant fe imas Indis Creta manas ubi ? I 
cano Prx lurdo me juftis. Sed ito dixit quietas 
alam. Senfu arfo pertica nata ni time triumpho 
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vero prcetor; itis notat alto me. I valult notat 
quarto vale. 

Mi puppi is folamins legas i cantu fini inani er¬ 
rant. 

Seras de lite ifto flat ter. Afflat error is re- 
dito puta nos inani ars. Sera fed i, pulius funi 
fruitor lrctus pullum, an apri coxa bitumen de* 
lite in. Ire alimenta civi lite fora laedi, butio ni- 
mis tecum. Itis inveni findito trito humorem. Itis 
as long a timeas ire membra jumento fume for a 
det : at ipii rogato poto vale : lino Io nomen agro 
at. I meto non ell as urn?e, a foto mi en enemi ; 
an depedit in hifco in. 

Sinciput Eumenides ago in a furi, Iambicum 
more care fulto repent it: Atom, cantu culmen fit 
fora meri cum pani ? Atri forum, prsedo. Finalis 
mi delite. Obruit as fine aflis inani citi. Ure cai is 
in ops notabit fufti. Aduncis mi de lite, juflas a 
paratis ures ; I herum, I encur age, ail di fecun- 
dum in almi foliis, for ade or fo. 

Tomi advifu toris torifque nota peni inani Hanno 
veri an intereft. Arma gefli Caro lina has no credit. 
An das tomi Georgica notabit en dure. Mi cur 
doctor torai ordinis nupera bootes. 

Mifer vi ceto ure datur An. Prx rem embrio 
hera peni. I fum times caftas ipfi ater. I mis terac 
urus. 


Satr de at nite 


Siriam, 


Ures 
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A humorous Letter to Dr. SHERIDAN *, on 
a literalia fcheme of writing. 


S I R, 

A S you are a famous inftruftor of youth in the 
1 x learned languages, I cannot doubt of your 
being willing to encourage all ufejul inventions, that 
may further improve knowledge. I have often la- 

mented 


* Swift was naturally fond of feeing his works in print; and he 
wa* encouraged in this fondnefs by hi fiend Dr. Sheridan, who had 
the acctthes fc'ibenoi, to the gif a’eft degree, and was continually let¬ 
ting off fquibs, rocket', and ail fort- ot little fire-works from the 
prefs : by woich means he offend'd many particular perfons, who, 
although they ft od in awe of Swift, held Sheridan at defiance. The 
truth is, the poor D ftor, bv nature 'he .t oft peaceable, inoffenfive 
man alive, was in a continual ftate of warfar. with the minor poets; 
and thev revenged themfclves, or, in the ftyle of Mr. Bays, often 
gave him JbJh fo fl-jh, and finged bv feathers. The affeftion be¬ 
tween Thefcus and Pirithous was not greater than the affefti n be. 
tween Swift and Sheridan. But the friendfhip that cemented the 
two acient heroes, probably commenced upon motives very different 
from thofe which united the two modern crivines. As in a former 
letter I 'tew a picture of Swift s wife, let me here give you fomc 
/ketches of Swift's friend. 

Dr. Sheridan was a fchoolm2fter, and, in many inftance , pe-*eftly 
well adopted for that fhtion. He was deeply verf-d in the Gr-ck 
and Roman languages, and in their cuftoms and antiquities. He had 
that kind of good nature, which abfen e 01 mind, indolence o body, 
and careiefsnefs of fortune, produce; and although nor over ftri& in 
his own coidoft, yet he took care of the morality of h:s fcholars, 
whom he fent to the umverfr.y remarkably well grounded in all claf- 
fical learning, and not ill inftrutf'd in the focial duties of life. He 
was floveniy, indigen', and chearlul. He knew books much better 
than men ; and he knew th. value cf money leaft o* all. In this fi- 
tuation, and with this difpofition, Swift faftened upon him, as up* 
on a prey with which he intended to regale himfelr, whenever his 
appetite fhould prompt him. Sheridan therefore was k.-pt conftantly 
within h:s reach : and the only time he was permitted to eo beyond 
VOL. X. Hh the 
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mentcd the unnecefiary lofs of time we fuffer in 
tranfcribing our thoughts by dividing our words 
into fyliablcs, and writing the vowels at length, 


the limits of his chain, was to take p fllflion of a living in the 
countv of Cork, which had been heltowcd upon him by the then 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, the prelect Earl of Gtanvilie. Sheri* 
dan, in one fatal moment, or by one faral text, eft’edhd his own 
ruin. You will find the fiory told by Swift himfelf, m vol. 4, p. 84. 
So that here I reed only teli you, that this ill ftarred, good na'urcd, 
improvident man returned o Dublin,Ui>hin^cd from all favour at crurt, 
and even banilhed from the cattle. But ttill he remained a punfter, a 
quibbler, a fidler, and a wit. Nut a day palled \* iihout a rebus an 
anagram, or a madrigal. His pen and hb fiddleftick were in conti¬ 
nual morion ; and yet to little or no ptirpofe, if we imy give credit to 
the following verfes, which lhall lerve as the conclufion of h.s poeti¬ 
cal character. 

With mufic and poetry equally blefsV, 

A bard thus Apollo molt humbly addrefs’d t 
Great author of poetry, mufic and light, 

JoftruOed by thee, I both fiddle and write: 

Yet unheeded I ferape, or I fcribble all day, 

My tunes are neghtted, my verf flung away. 

Thy fubliitute here, Vice-Apollo * d fuains, 

To v urh f«»r my numbers, or lilt to my ftrains. 

Thy manual fign he refufes to put 

To the air& I produce from the pen, or the gut. 

Be thou then propitious, great Phoebus, and grant 
Relief : or reward to my merit, or want. 

Tbou.hthe Dean and Delany -f* tranlcendently ihine, 

O' b ighten one folo, or fonnet of mine 
Mike one work immortal; ’tisall I requeft. 

Apollo lock’d pleas'd, and refolving to icft, 

Replied, honeft friend, I've co^fider’d your cafe. 

Nor diflike your unmeaning and innocent face. 

Your petition 1 grant, the boon is not great, 

VourworkN fhad continue, and hire's the receipt, 

On a round.'. J he rafter your fiddleflrmgc fpend. 

Write veries in circles, they never lhall end. 

Orrery, 

See a further account of Dr. Sheridan in Dr. Swift’s life, prefixed 
tovol. I. v 

* Dr. Swift, 

f Now Dean of Down* - See Swift's will, at the end of this 

volume. J 

I A fong or peculiar kind of poetry t which returns to the beginning of 
he firjl vet ft, and ft continues in a perpetual rotation, 

which 
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which fo frequently occur; that although they be 
but live, yet by occurring fo frequently as they do, 
they double our labour. Befides the great lofs of 
paper, pens and ink, which many among the 
learned are not fo well able to fpare. 

I confefs, that, in this polite and learned age of 
ours, many laudable attempts have been made for 
fome remedy againft this evil; partly by abbreviat¬ 
ing words with apoflrophes, and partly by lopping 
the polyfyllables, leaving only one or two at molt : 
as thus", Tis ’n’t, ’t’nt, won’t, can’t, poz, ’pon, 
rep’ phis, and many more. But alas, thefe arc 
poor expedients, and do not go to the root of the 
difeafe. 

My febeme is much more ufeful and extenlive : 
although I confefs myfelf not to be altogether the 
original inventor. For I obferve, that the ingeni¬ 
ous gentlemen who play at White’s chocolate-houfe, 
have fome imperfect idea of it; and I have feen 
fome inftances of it many years older, but very iin- 
perfeft. By thefe examples, I have thefe nine years 
pad been considering the force of letters in our al¬ 
phabet, with relation to each other; as fchoolmif- 
trefles teach young children to pronounce them in 
their horn-books; which is in this manner: A, Be 
or Bee, See, Dee, E, Ef, Gee, Each or Ach, I or 
Eye, KaorKey, El, Em, En, O, Pee or Pe, Qu 
or Cue, Are or Err, Efs, Tee or Tea, U or You, 
double U or double You, Ex, Wy, Izzard. Now 
this, I fay, the very gaming lords at the chocolate- 
houfes have already fome imperfect notion of, as 
far as concerns the vowels. The fame tiling alfo 
men of bufinefs are not ignorant of; for thus three 
vowels (hall hand, with the fum affixed, for a good 
promifTory note, JOU 20 1 . 

In fliort, you need only read the letters as they 
are pronounced by boys and girls, when they are 
taught fir ft to read, a9 A, Bee, Cee ; and fix let¬ 
ters ihall go as far as ten This is only for dilpatch 
H h 2 in 
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in writing; of which take the following fpecimens. 
But I have materials for a treatife to contract words 
in fpeaking, which, as this finds encouragement, I 
fliall publifh afterwards. 


A letter to your miftrefs . 

TT\R In ur a but; I firm a dit. Ur mpr ndurs. O 
b ur but ndls. A tr faces ur but. Ur a gm; 
a. gul; a rub. I c a b p q ur i: Ibchutkaro 
ur i, I c q u ar med U r etn ; u r yy. U r aprs. 
I c a pr b for u. I defire ur pt, ur gnrofet; ur 
prfpquit; dene, enerit, fablit, ur exlmes apr. Ur 
a qrioet Ritr nobis ur log Ur a qn ma. Ur 
but dfis apis a pntr. I c ur but prels ur nmi. 

Another letter in the literalia Jlyle. 

TDT, ur nt; u dfil ur krks dli. I c ur a grr. I 
ph u. I aqq u. Ur nmii aqq u. Mli aqqs u. 
O pd d fi i u. U r r r mprs. U th kt. Ogm 
m\ u a thr. U th a br. Ur ri, I d fi u. 111 c p 
u. I fq u. Ik tquis u. U a but. Ur rc a but. 
U rfmbl ur Idr eftr kt on. I rmmbr dr Ptr. On 
fqir. 13 guptr I cur gloc. Qj^p ur tmpr. 




A punning Epiftle on Money. 

Worthy Mr Penn yfeather, 

Adam Johnfon has been very ill ufed by hei 5 
jLVJL vants ; they put (hillings into her broth 

inftead of groats, which made her (tamp. I hear 
they had them from one Tom Ducket, a tenant to 
Iajor Noble, who, I am told, is reduced to nine 
pence. \N e are doubting whether we lhali dine at 

ihc 
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the Crown or the Angel. Honeft Mark Cob, who 
has been much moydored of late, will dine with us ; 
but Squire .;anypenny, and Captain Sterling, de¬ 
li re to be excufed ; for they are engaged with Ned 
Silver to dine in Change-alley. They live in great 
liar-mony ; they met all-together lail week, an°d fat 
as lovingly as horfes in a pond. I fuppofe you have 
heard of the rino-ceros lately arrived here A cap¬ 
tain was calh-eered on Wcdnefday. A fcavenger 
abufed me this morning; but 1 made him down 
with his dull, which indeed was a far-thing from 
my intentions. Mrs. Brent had a piilole from her; 
I would a’ ginn’ye a good deal for fuch another. 
Mrs. Dingley has made a foufe for your collared 
eel. Alderman Coin prefents his fervice to you. I 
have nothing but half pens to write with, <0 that you 
muft excufe this fcrawl. One of my Teals fell into a 
chink. I am, without allay, Your moft obedient, 

Tom Mite. 

P. S. Mr Cole prefents his fervice to you, of 
which I am a tefter. 


A Letter from a gentleman in the country to his friend, 
in town. 

-- De te 

Fabula narratur. 

STR, 

A S you have been pleafed very generoufly to ho- 
x y nour me with your friendffip, I think myfelf 
obliged to throw off all difguife, and difeover to you 
my real circumftances ; which I {hall do with all 
the opennefs and freedom imaginable You will be 
furpi ifcd at the beginning of my ftory, and think the 
whole a joke; but you may depend upon its being 
aftually true, and, if need were, I can bring the 
parfon of the parifh to teftify the fame. 


You 
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You muft know then, that, at this prefent time, 
I live in a poor, little, lorry houfe of clay, that 
Hands upon the wafte, as other cottages do; and 
what is worft of all, am liable to be turned out at 
a minute’s warning. It is a fort of copyhold tenure; 
and the cuftom of the manor is this : for the firft 
thirty years I am to pay no rent, but only to do fuit 
and lervice, and attend upon the courts, which are 
kept once a-week, and fometimes oftener : for twen¬ 
ty years after this, i am to pay a rofe every year; 
and further than this, during the remainder of my 
life, I am to pay a tooth, (which you will fay is a 
whimlical kind of acknowledgement), every two or 
three years, or oftener, if it be demanded : and 
when I have nothing more to pay, out muft be the 
word, and it will not be long ere my perfon will be 
feized. I might have had my tenement (fuch as it 
is) upon better terms, if it had not been for a fault 
of my great-grandfather. He and his wife toge¬ 
ther, with the advice of an ill neighbour, were 
concerned in robbing an orchard belonging to the 
lord of the manor, and fo forfeited this great pri¬ 
vilege, to my forrow I am fure. But however, I 
muft do as well as I can, and fhall endeavour to 
keep my houfe in tolerable repair. 

My kitchen, where I drefs my victuals, is a co¬ 
mical little roundifh fort of a room, fomewhat like 
an oven ; it anfwers very well to the purpofe it was 
defigned for, and that is enough. My garrets (or 
rather my cock-lofts indeed), are very indifferently 
furniflied ; but they are rooms which few people 
regard now, unlefs to lay lumber in ; however, I 
make fhift to rub on in my little way; and when 
rent-day comes, I muft fee and difcharge it as well 
as I can. 

Whenever I am turned out, I underftancl my 
lodge, or whatever you pleafe to call it, defcends 
upon a low-fpirited creeping family, remarkable for 
nothing, but being inftrumcntal in advancing the 

reputation 
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reputation of the great Moor in Abchurch-lane *. 
But be that as it will, I have one l'nug apartment 
that lies on the left lide of my houfc, which I rc- 
ferve for my chiefeft friends. It is very warm 
where you will always be a welcome gueft; and you 
may depend upon a lodging, as long as the edifice 
iliall be in the tenure and occupation of, 

S I R, 

Your humble fervant. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


A Letter from Dr. Swift to the R,v. I\lr. Kendal. 

Vicar of Thornton in Leicejlerjbire f. 

. Fei. 11. 1691. 

Tr any thing made me wonder at your letter, it 
was your almoft inviting me to do' fo in the be¬ 
ginning ; which indeed grew lefs upon knowing the 
occafion, fince it is what I have heard from more 
than one in and about Leicefter. And for the 
friendfiiip between us, as I fuppofe yours to be real, 
fo I think it would be proper to imagine mine, un¬ 
til you find any caufe to believe it pretended; tho’ 
I might have fome quarrel at you in three or four 
lines, which are very ill befcowed in complimcntintt 
me. And as to that of my great profpefts of ma¬ 
king my fortune, on which, as your kindnefs on¬ 
ly looks on the belt fide, fo my own cold tem per 
and unconfined humour is much greater hindrance 
than any fear of that which is the fubjett of your 
letter. 1 fhall fpeak plainly to you, that the very 

* Ay apothecary in London, remarkable for felling worm-powder. 

. * , letter is not in Hawkefwor h’s n ir '.he Dublin tditio . Jt 

is taken fr m the nth voiume of Swift's MifccJlanies, p.inted at 
London in 1753. 

ordinary 
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ordinary obfervations I made with going half a mile 
beyond the univerllty, have taught me experience 
enough, not to think of marriage, till I fettle my 
fortune in the world ; which I am fure will not be 
in fome years. And even then itfelf, I am fo hard 
to pleafe, that I fuppofe I lhall put it off to the 
other world. How all this fuits with my behaviour 
to the woman in hand, you may eafily imagine, 
when you know that there is fomethingin me which 
muft be employed; and, when I am alone, turns 
all, for want of practice, into fpeculation and 
thought; infomuch, that,, in thele feven weeks I 
have been here, I have writ and burnt, and writ 
again, upon almoft all manner of fubjedts, more 
than perhaps any man in England. And this is it, 
which a perfon of great honour in Ireland (who 
was pleafed to hoop fo low as to look into my 
mind), ufed to tell me, that my mind was like a 
conjured fpirit, that would do mifchief if I would 
not give it employment. It is this humour that 
makes me fo bufy when I am in company, to turn 
all that way: and fince it commonly ends in talk, 
whether it be love or common converfation, it is all 
alike. 1 his is fo common, that I could remember 
twenty women in my life, to whom I have behaved 
myfelf juft the fame way, and, I profefs, without 
any other delign, than of entertaining myfelf when 
I am very idle, or when fomething goes amifs in 
my aftairs. This I always have done, as a man of 
the world, when I had no defign for any thing 
grave in it, and what I thought (at worft) a harm- 
lefs impertinence. But whenever I began to take 
fober refolutions, or (as now) to think of entering 
into the church, I never found it would be hard to 
put off this kind of folly at the porch. Beftdes, 
perhaps in fo general a converfation among that fex, 
i might pretend a little to underftand where I am, 
when I go to chufe for a wife; and think, that 
though the cunningeft (harper of the town may 
i have 
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have a cheat put upon him, yet it muft be cleanlier 
carried than this, which you think I am going to 
top upon myfelf. And truly, if you know how 
metaphyftcal I am that way, you would little fear 
I iliould venture on one, who has given fo much 
occaiion to tongues. For though the people is a 
lying fort of bead:, (and, I think, in Leicefter a- 
bove all parts that I ever was in); yet they fcldom 
talk without fome glimpfe of a realon ; which 1 de¬ 
clare (fo unpardonably jealous I am), to be a fuffi- 
cient caufe tor me to hate any woman, any farther 
than a bare acquaintance, except all things ellewere 
agreeable, and that I had mathematical demon ft ra¬ 
tions for the falfehood of the firft, which, if it be 
not impoftible, I am fure is very like it. Among 
all the young gentlemen that I have known, who 
have ruined themfelves by marrying, (which, I af- 
fure you, is a great number), I have made this ge¬ 
neral rule, That they are either young, raw, and 
ignorant fcholars, w’ho, for w^ant of knowing com¬ 
pany, believe every lilk petticoat includes an angel; 
or elfe they have been a fort of honeft: young men, 
wdio perhaps are too literal, in rather marrying than 
burning, and fo entail miferies on themfelves and 
pofterity, by an over-acting modefty. I think I 
am very far excluded from lighting under either of 
thefe heads. I confefs I ha\e known one or two 
men of fenfe enough, w ho, inclined to frolics, have 
married, and ruined themfelves out of a maggots 
Rut a thoufand houle*hold thoughts, which alway- 
drive matrimony out of my mind whenever it chan¬ 
ces to co.ne there, will, I am fure, fright me from 
that. Befides, I am naturally temperate, and ne¬ 
ver engaged in the contrary, which ufually produ¬ 
ces thofe effects. V our hints at par icular ftories 
I do not underftand, having never htard them but 
juft fo hinted I thought it proper to give you 
this, to lhewyou how I thank you for your regard 
of me : and I hope my carriage will be fo, as my 
Vol .X. I i friends 
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friends need not be afhamed of the name. I fhoukl 
not have behaved myfelf after the manner I did in 
Leicefter, if I had not valued my own entertainment 
beyond the obloquy of a parcel of very wretched 
fools, which I folemnly pronounce the inhabitants of 
Leicefter to be; and fo I content myfelf with re¬ 
taliation I hope you will forgive this trouble; and 
fo, with my fervice to your good wife, 

I am. 

Good coufin. 

Your very * friend and fervant, 

JON. SWIFT. 

* There Teems to have been a word omitted here through hafte. 
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A PRAYER ufed by the Dean for Mr$. 
Johnson in her laft ficknefs, written 
Oct. j 7. .» 727 *. 

TV/fOST merciful Father, except our humbleft 
^ prayers in behalf of this thy languilhing fe^- 

vant. 

* Mrs. Jchnfon was the daughter of Sir William Temple’s fteward, 
and the concealed, but und ubted wife of Di. Swift. Sir William 
Tempie bequeathed her in his will icoo 1 . as an acknowledgement of 
her f tlur's faithtui ferviecs, 1 cannot tell how long fhe remained in 
England, o; whether (he made more journeys than one to Ireland, af¬ 
ter Sir Wili am Temple’s death; but, if my infoimations aie right, 
fhe was married toDr. Swift in the year 1716, by Dr. Aftic, then Bi- 
fliop of Cioghei. 

Stella was a m. ft amiable woman in mind and perfon. She had 
an elevated undemanding, with all the delicacy and foftnefs of he* 
fex. Her voice, however fweet in itfelf, was ftill rendered more har¬ 
monious by wh t Ihe laid. Her wit was poignant without feverity. 
Her manners were humane, polite, eafy, and unrelerved. When¬ 
ever ire came, fhe attracted attention and efteem. As virtue washer 
guide in morality, fincerity was her guide in religion. She was con¬ 
stant, but not oftentaiious, in her devotions. She was remarkably 
prudent in her convention. She had great fkill in mufic, and was 
perfedHy well verfed in all the lefler arts that employ a lady’s leilure. 
Htr wit allowed her a fund of perpetual chcarfulnefs : her prudence 
kept that chearfulnefs within proper limbs. She cxadtly anfwered 
the deferip ion of Penelope in Homer : 

“ A woman lovelieft of the lovely kind, 
c< la body perfedt, and complete in mind. 

Such was Stella: yet, with all thefe acc- mpliO-ments, fhe never 
coul 1 prevail upon Dr. Swift to acknowledge tier openly as his wife. 
A great genius mud tread in unbeaten ^aths, and deviate from the 
common road of life; otherwife fnrely a diamond of fo much luilre 
might have been publicklv produced, although it had been fixed with¬ 
in the collet of matrimony. But the flaw which in Dr. Swift’s eye 
ieluced the value of fuch a jewel, was the fervile ftatc of her father, 
I i a who. 
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vant, Forgive the fins, the frailties, .<nd infirmi¬ 
ties of her life part. Accept the good deeds fhe 
hath done, in fuch a manner, that at whatever time 


who, as has been faid before, was a menial 'ervar.t to Sir William 
Temple. Amb.tion an pride will, ai anytime, oh quer reafon and 
juftice j and each la ger degree ot pride, like the larger filhes o' p ey, 
jvtil c ura.lthelef Thus the va .ity f bo ft ng fuch a wife, was 
lupp-elica c.y tht. greater vanity of keeping free from a low lliance. 

D owi t and Mrs Johnfton continued ti.e fame ce on my of life 
after marriage, w.,.ch they had pur.ucd' before it. They lived in fe- 
parate homes, he r matning at the Deanery, the in loggings at a di- 
ltance from him, a d n the . ther fide of the river L fty. Nothing 
fPf ca ed ‘n their behavii ur imonfirtent with decorum, or beyond the 
limi s ot Platonic love. The\ converfed like ir ends j but thev in- 
duftnoufiy took care to fummon witnefl’es of their concerfa ion : A 
rule to wh ch they adhered fo rtricilv, that it w. ul • be d fficult, if 
not impoflible, to prove they had ever been together without fome 
third perlon. 

A con a u cl fo extraordinary in itfelf always gives room for various 
comments and refieft.ons. Bu* however unac ount ble this renun- 
ciatio oi rmrruge-nghis m ght appear to the world, it certainly rofe 
not fro any conic oufneis of t o near a confangumitv between him 
and Mrs. johnfin, although the general voice of fame was willing 
to make them both the natural children of Sir William Temp e. I 
am p rfu.ided, that Dr. Swff. was net of th t pimon } becaufe’the 
lame t lie pride that induced him to deny the legit m te daughter of 
an oblcu e lervam, mighr have prompt-d him fo own the^iatural 
daugn er ot lo eminent a man as Sir Will,am Temple. 

There are aftions of which the true lources will never be difeo- 
vered. This pe haps is one. I have told you tne fadt, in the man¬ 
ner I have received it f m f< veral of Swift’s friends and relation : and 
I n u leavi y >u iO make y u* own obfervations upon it, 

\ ou may imagine, that a woman of Stella’s delicacy muff repine at 
iach an extraordinary fituation. The outward hi nou s which (he re- 
ce v- J, are s frequently be’owed upon . mh'refs, a? upon a wife. 
She w as a Mutely virtuous ; and yet was obliged to fubmit toa -1 the 
appearances of vice, except in the prefence ot t ofe few people who 
we e witn lies ot the cau ious manner in which (he lived with her 
hulb.ind, who loomed even to be married like any other men. 

Inwa-d anxiety affefted by degrees the calmnefs ot her mind, and 
the itrengt . ot her body. She b, a to decline in her health, in the 
year 1724; and from the firft fymptoms of decay, Ihe rather h ftened • 
than mrunk back in the defeent : tacitly pleafed to find her footfteps 
tending to that place where they neither wany y nor are given in 
rnatriage. She died towards the end of January 1727-8, abfolutely 
de. royed by the peculiarity of her fate; a faie* which perhaps (he 
cou,j not „ havc incurred by an alliance with any other perfon in the 
world. Or, ery , r 

See a further account of Stella in Dr. Swift’s life, prefixed tovol.r 

1 thou 
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thou {halt pleafe to call her, (lie may be received 
fnto everlafting habitations. Give her grace to con¬ 
tinue fincerely thankful to thee for the many fa¬ 
vours thou half beftowed on her, the ability, and 
inclination, and practice, to do good, and thofe 
virtues which have procured the efteem and love of 
her friends, and a molt unfpotted name in the 
world. O God, thou difpenfeft thy bleflings and 
thy punifhments as it bee .meth infinite juftice and 
mercy; and lince it was thy pleafure to afflift her 
with a long, conlfant, weakly ftate of health, make 
her truly fenfible, that it was for very wife ends, 
and was largely made up to her in other bleflings 
more valuable and left common. Continue to her, 
O Lord that firmnefs and cOnftancy of mind, 
wherewith thou haft moft gracioufly endued her, 
together with that contempt of wordly things and 
vanities, that {he hath {hewn in the whole condudfc 
of her life. O all-powerful Being, the leaft motion 
of whofe will can create or deftroy a world ; pity 
us. the mournful friends of thy diftrefled letvant, 
who fink under the weight of her prefent condi¬ 
tion, and the fear of lofing the moft valuable of 
our friends: reftore her to us, O Lord, if it be 
thy gracious will, or infpire us with conftancy and 
1 efignation, to fupport ourfelves under lb heavy an 
aflhaion. Reftore her, O Lord, for the fake of 
thofe poor, who, by loiing her, will be defolate ; 
and thofe fick, who will not only want her boun¬ 
ty, but her care and tending ; or elfe, in thy mer¬ 
cy, raife up fome other in her place, with equal 
difpofition, and better abilities. Lefien, O Lord, 
we befeech thee, her bodily pains, or give her a 
double ftrength of mind to fupport them. And if 
thou wilt foon take her to thyfelf, turn our thoughts 
rather upon that felicity which we hope we {hall 
enjoy, than upon that unfpeakable lofs we fliall en¬ 
dure. Let her memory be ever dear unto us; and 
the example of her many virtues, as far as human 

infirmity 
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infirmity will admit, our conftant imitation. Ac¬ 
cept, O Lord, theie prayers, poured from the ve¬ 
ry bottom of our hearts, in thy mercy, and for the 
merits of our blefied Saviour. Amen. 




Another, written November 6. 1727 *. 
Merciful Father, who never afflicted thy 



children, but for their own good, and with 
juftice, over which thy mercy always prevaileth, 
either to turn them to repent mce, or to pundh 
them in the prefent life, in order to reward them 
in abetter; take pity, we befeech thee, upon this 
thy pooi afflicted lervant, languiffling fo long and 
fo grievoufly under the weight of thy hand. Give 
her ftrength, O Lord, to fupport her weaknefs ; 
and patience to endure her pains, without repining 
at thy correction. Forgive every raih and inconfi- 
derate expreffion which her anguiih may at any 
time force from her tongue, while her heart con- 
tinueth in entire fubmiffion to thy will Supprefs 
in her, O Lord, all eager delires of life, and lefien 
her fears of death, by infpiring into her an humble t 
yet afiured hope of thy mercy. Give her a fincere 
repentance for all her tranfgreffions and omiffions, 
and a firm refolunon to pais the remainder of her 
life in endeavouring, to her utmolt, to obferve all , 
thy precepts. We befeech thee likewife to compofe 
her thoughts ; and preferve to her the ufe of her 
memory and reafon, during the courfe of her fick- 
nefs. Give her a true conception of the vanity, 
folly, and infignificancy of all human things ; and 

* Mrs. Johnf >n, alias Stella, died on the 28th of January following 
in the 44th )ear of her age. 
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ftrengthen her lb, as to beget in her a fincere 
love of thee in the midlt of her fufferings Accept, 
and impute all her good deeds, and forgive all thole 
offences againft thee, which Ihe hath repcnicd of, 
or, through the frailty of memory, hath forgot. 
And now, O Lord, we turn to thee, in behalf of 
ourfelves, and the reft of her forrowful friends. 
Let not our grief affliCt her mind, and thereby have 
an ill effect on her preient diftemper. Forgive the 
forrow or weaknefs of thofe among us, who link 
under the grief and terror of lofing fo dear and 
ufeful a friend Accept and pardon our moft ear- 
neft prayers and wifhes for her longer continuance 
in this evil world, to do what thou art pleafed to 
call thy fervice, and is only her bounden duty; that 
fhe may be ftill a comfort to us, and to all others, 
who will want the benefit of her converfation, her 
advice, her good offices, or her charity. And fincc 
thou half promifcd, that where two or three are ga¬ 
thered together n thv name, thou wilt be in the midft 
of them, to grant their requcft ; O gracious Lord, 
grant to us who are here met in thy name, that 
thofe requefts, which in the i:tmolt fincerity and 
earneftnefs of our hearts, we h ve now made in be¬ 
half of this thv difirelled fcrvant, and of ourfelves, 
may effectually be anfwered ; through the merits of 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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EONS MOTS de STELLA. 

A Lady of my intimate acquaintance both in Eng¬ 
land and Ireland, in which lad: kingdom fhe 
lived from the eighteenth year of her age, twenty- 
fix years, had the mod: and fined: accomplilhments 
of any perfon I ever knew of either fex It was 
obferved by all her acquaintance, that fhe never 
failed in company to fay the bed: thing that was 
faid, whoever was by ; yet her companions were 
ufually perfons of the bed: underftanding in the 
kingdom. Some of us, who were her ncareft 
friends, lamented that we never wrote down her 
remarks, and what the French call hons mots g 1 will 
recollect as many as I can remember. 

We were diverting ourfelves at a play, called 
What is it like ? One perfon is to think, and the reft, 
without knowing the thing, to fay what it is like. 
The thing thought on was the fpleen : fhe had faid 
it was like an oyffcer ; and g ive her reafon imme¬ 
diately, becaufe it is removed by taking fteel in¬ 
wardly. 

Dr. Sheridan, who fquandered more than he 
could afford, took out his purfe as he fat by the 
fire, and fouhd it was very hot: die faid, the rea¬ 
fon was, thar his money burnt in his pocket 

She called to her fervants to know what ill fmell 
was in the kitchen ? they anfwered, they were mak¬ 
ing matches: Well, faid fhe, I have heard matches 
were made in heaven ; but, by the brimftone, one 
would think they were made in hell. 

After fhe had been eating fome fweet thing, a 
little of it happened to ftick on her lips ; a gentle¬ 
man 
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man told her of it, and offered to lick it off; fhe 
faid, No, Sir, I thank you, I have a tongue of my 
own. 

In the late king’s time, a gentleman afked Jervas, 
the painter, where he lived in London? he anfwer- 
ed, Next door to the king, (for his houfe was near 
St. James’s) The other wondering how that could 
be ; lhe faid, You mitlake Mr Jervas, for he only 
means next door to the ftgn of a king. 

A gentleman who had been very filly and pert 
in her company, at laft began to grieve at remem¬ 
bering the lofs of a child lately dead. A bilhop 
fitting by comforted him, that he fhould be eafy, 
becaufe the child was gone to heaven l\o, my 
Lord, faid fhe, that is it which moft grieves him, 
becaufe he is fure never to fee his child there 

Having feen fome letters writ by a king in a very 
large hand, and fome perfons wondering at them, 
flie faid it confirmed the old laying, 7 hat kings had 
long hands . 

Dr Sheridan, famous for punning, intending to 
fell a bargain, faid, he had made a very good pun. 
Somebody afked what it was ? He anfwered, My 
a The other taking offence fhe infilled the 
clodtor was in the right ; for every one knew that 
punning was his b indfide 

When (lie was extremely ill, her phvfician faid. 
Madam, you are near the bottom of the hill, but 
we will endeavour to get you up again, .^he an¬ 
fwered, Dodtor, 1 fear I fhall be out of breath be¬ 
fore I get up to the top. 

A dull perfon talking of a very fmart thing, faid 
to another perfon as he came out of the pulpit, he 
was hammering a long time, but could not lemem- 
bcr the jeff : fhe, being impatient, faid, I remem¬ 
ber ic very well, for I was there, and the words 
were thefe : bir, you have been blundering at a 
ftory this half-hour, and can neither make head 
nor tail of it. 

Vol.X. Kk 
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A very dirty clergyman of her acquaintance., 
who affected fmartntfs and repartee, was afked by 
fome of the company, how his nails came to he 
fo dirty ? He was at a lofs ; but fhe folved the diffi¬ 
cult , by faying, The Doctor's nails grew dirty by 
fcratching himfelf. 

A Quaker apothecary fent her a vial corked ; 
it had a broad brim, and a label of paper about its 
neck. What is that, faid fhe, my apothecary’s 
fon ? The ridiculous refemblance, and the fudden- 
nefs of the queftion, fet us all a-laughing 
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Th oughts on Various Subjects *: 
AWS penned with the utmoft care and exa<ft- 



nefs, and in the vulgar language, are often 
perverted to wrong meanings ; then why fliould wc 
wonder that the Bible is fo ? 

Although men are accufed for not knowing their 
sveaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their own 
ftrength. 

A man feeing a wafp creeping into a vial filled 
with honey, that was hung on a fruit-tree, laid 
thus : Why, thou fottifh animal, art thou mad 
to go into the vial, where you fee many hun¬ 
dred of your kind there dying before you? The 
reproach is juft, anfwered the wafp : but not from 
you men, who are fo far from taking example by 
other people's follies, that you will not take warn- 
ing by your own. If, after falling feveral times in¬ 
to this vial, and efcaping by chance, 1 iliould fall 
in again, I fliould then but refemble you. 

An old mifer kept a tame jackdaw, that ufed to 
fteal pieces of money, and hide them in a hole; 
which the cat obferving, alked, why he would hoard 
up thofe round lliining things that he could make 
no ufe cf? Why, faid the jack-daw, my mafter 
has a whole cheftful, and makes no more ufe of 
them than I. 

Men are contented to be laughed at for their 
>vir, but not for their folly. 

If the men of wit and genius would refolve never 

* Thefe Thoughts, a d *hc Bons Mots de Si 11 a, feem to be p3rt 
of She iJan’s collection of Contes a Rire, and Bons Mots, mention¬ 
ed in letter 128. 
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to complain in their works of critics anti detractors, 
the next age would no; know that they ever had 
any. 

After all the maxims and fyftems of trade and 
commerce, a (hinder-by would think the affairs of 
the world were moffridicul uflv contrived. 

There are few countries, which, if well cultiva¬ 
ted, would not fupport d uble the number of their 
inhabitants, and yet fewer, where one third part 
of the people are not extremely ffinted, even in the 
neceffaries of life I fent out twenty barrels of corn 
which would maintain a family in bread for a year, 
and I bring back in return a veffel of wine, which 
half a dozen good fellow^ would drink in lefs than 
a month, at the expence of their health and rea 
fon. 

A motto for the Jefuits : 

1%tue regio in ter r is nofiri non plena labor is ? 

A man would have but few fpe&ators, if he of¬ 
fered to ihew for three pence how he could thruft 
a red hot iron into a barrel of gunpowder, and it 
fhould not take lire * 

Query. Whether churches are not dormitories of 
the living as well as of the dead 1 

Harry Killegrew faid to Lord Wharton, “ You 
€C would not fwear at that rate, if you thought you 
€i were doing God honour.” 

A copy of verfes kept in the cabinet, and only 
fhewn to a few friends, is like a virgin much fought 
after and admired ; but when printed and publilh- 
ed, is like a common whore, whom any body may 
purchafe for half a crown 

Lewis XIV of France fpent his life in turning a 
good name into a great. 

Since the union of divinity and humanity is the 
* See The wonder of wonders, in vol. 5. p. 309. 

great 
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great article of our religion, it is odd to fee fome 
clergymen in their writings of divinity wholly devoid 
of humanity. 

The Epicureans began to fpread at Rome in the 
empire of Auguftus, as the Socinians, and even 
the Epicureans too, did in England towards the 
end of King Charles II ’s reign ; which is reckon¬ 
ed, tho’ very ablurdly, our Auguftan age. They 
both feem to be corruptions occafioned by luxury 
and peace, and by politenefs beginning to decline. 

Sometimes I read a book with pleafure, and de¬ 
tail the author. 

At a bookfeller’s fhop, fome time ago I faw a 
book with this title, “ Poems by the author of the 
“ Choice *. Not enduring to read a d.>zen lines, 
I aiked the company with me, whether they had 
ever feen the book, or heard of the poem" from 
whence the author denominated himfelf; they were 
all as ignorant as I. But I find it common with 
thefe final! dealers in wit and learning, to give 
themfelves a title from their firft adventure, as Don 
Quixote ufually did from his laft This arifeth 
from that great importance which every man lup- 
pofeth himfelf to be of. 

One Dennis, commonly called the critic , who 
had writ a three-penny pamphlet againh the power 
of France, being in the country, and hearing of a 
French privateer hovering about the coaft, altho’ 
he were twenty miles from the fea, fled to town, 
and told his friends, they need not wonder at his 
hafte; for the King of France having got intelli¬ 
gence where he was, had lent a privateer on pur- 
pofe to catch him f. 

Dr Gee, prebendary of Weftminfter, who had 
writ a fmall paper againft Popery, being obliged to 
travel for his health, affected to difguile his perfon 

* The Rev, Mr. P>mf>er, a diflcntir.g minifter, 
f See Art account of the phrenzy of John Dennis, vol. 7. p. 28. 

and 
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and change his name, as he pafled through Portu¬ 
gal, Spain, and Italy ; telling all the Lnglifh he 
met, that he was afraid of being murdered, or put 
into the inquifition. He was a<Sling the fame farce 
at Paris, till Mr. Prior (who was then fecretary to 
the embafly) quire difconcerted the Doctor, by ma- 
liciouflv difcovering the fecret, and offering to en- 
gige body for body, that not a creatine would hurt 
him, or had ever heard of him or his pamphlet. 

A chambermaid to a lady of my acquaintance, 
thirty miles from London, had the very fame turn 
of thought. When talking with one of her fellow- 
fervants, ihe faid, “ I hear it is all over London 
“ already, that I am going to leave my lady. ,, And 
fo had a footman, who being newly married, deli- 
red his comerade to tell him freely what the town 
faid of it. 

When iomebody was telling a certain great mini- 
fier, that people were difeontented; “ Poll,” faid 
he, “ half a dozen foi ls are prating in a coffee- 
“ houfe, andprefently think their own noife about 
“ their ears is made by the world.” 

The death of a private man is gene»ally of fo 
little importance to the world, that it cannot be a 
thing of great importance in itfclf; and yet I do 
not obferve, from the practice of mankind, that ei¬ 
ther philofophv or nature have fufficiently armed 
us againft the fears which attend it. Neither do I 
find any thing able to reconcile us to it, but extreme 
pain, fliame, or defpair; for poverty,imprifonment, 
ill fortune, grief, iicknefs, and old age, do gene¬ 
rally fail. 

Whence comes the cuffom of bidding a woman 
look upon her apron firings to lindan excufe ? Was 
it not from the apron of fig-leaves worn by E.e, 
when flie covered herfelf, and was the firft of her 
fex, who made a bade excufe, for eating the forbid¬ 
den fruit ? 
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I never wonder to fee men wicked, but I often 
Wonder to fee them not afhamed. 

Do not we fee how eafily we pardon our own 
actions and paflions, and the very infirmities of 
our bodies; why ihould it be wonderful to find 
ns pardon our own dulnefs ? 

Dignity and Ration, or great riches, are in fome 
fort neceflarv to old men, in order to keep the 
younger at a diffance, who are otherwife too apt 
to iniult them upon the fcore of their age. 

. ^ iere is no vice or folly that requires fo much 
nicety and Ikiil to manage, as vanity; nor any 
which by ill management make fo contemptible a fi¬ 
gure. 

Obfervation is an old man’s memory. 

Politics are nothing but corruptions, and are 
consequently of no ufe to a good king or a good 
miniftry; for which reafon all courts are fo full of 
politics. 

Eloquence fmooth and cutting, is like a razor 
whetted with oil. 

Imaginary evils foon become real one?, by indul¬ 
ging our reflections on them ; as he who in a me¬ 
lancholy fancy fees fomething like a face on the 
wall or the wainfeot, can, by two or three touches 
with a lead pencil, make it look vifible, and agree¬ 
ing with what he fancied. 

Men of great parts are often unfortunate in the 
management of public bufinefs becaufe they are apt 
to go out of the common road, by the quickncfsof 
their imagination. This 1 once laid to my Lord 
Bolingbroke, anddefired he would obferve, that the 
clerks in his office ufed a fort of ivory knife with a 
blunt edge, to divide a flieet of paper, which never 
failed to cut it even, only requiring a ftrong hand ; 
whereas, if they Riould make ufe of a (harp pen¬ 
knife, the lharpnefs would make it go often out of 
the creafe, and disfigure the paper. 


“ He 
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“ He wHo does not provide for his own houfe,” 
St Paul fays, “ is worfe than an infidel.” Audi 
think, he who provides only for his own houfe, is 
juft equal with an infidel. 

Jealoufy, like fire, may fhrivel up horns, but it 
makes them fiink. 

A footman’s hat fhould fly off to every body ; 
and therefore Mercury, who was Jupiter’s footman, 
had wings fafiened to his cap 

When a man pretends love, but c urts for mo¬ 
ney, he is like a juggler, who conjures away your 
Hulling, and conveys fiomething very indecent un¬ 
der the hat. 

All panegyrics are mingled with an infulion of 
poppy 

1 have known men happy enough at ridicule, 
who, upon grave fubje&s, were perfectly ftupid ; 
of which Di. E chard of Cambridge, who writ The 
contempt of the clergy , was a 6 reat in fiance 

One top of Parnaffus was iacred to Bacchus, the 
other to Apollo. 

Matrimony hath many children; Repentance, 
Difcord, Poverty, Jealoufy, Sicknefs, Spleen, 
Loathing, <bc. 

Vifion is the art of feeing things invifible 

The two maxims of any great man at court are, 
Always to keep his countenance ; and, Never to 
keep his word. 

I alked a poor man how he did ? tie faid, he 
was like awafhball, always in decay. 

Hippocrates, aph . 32. feci 6. obferves, that 
fluttering people are always fubjedl to a loolenefs. 
1 wifh phyficians had power to remove the profu- 
lion of words in many people to the inferior parts. 

A man dreamed he was a cuckold; a friend told 
him it was a bad fign, becaufe when a dream is 
true, Virgil fays it paffes through the horned gate. 

Love is a flame; and therefore we fay, beauty is 
1 attractive ; 
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attractive $ becaufe phyficians obferve that lire is 
a great drawer. 

Civis, the mod: honourable name among the R.o- 
mans ; a citizen, a word of contempt among us. 

A lady who had gallantries and feveral children, 
told her hufband, he was like the auftere man* 
■who reaped where he did not low. 

t V e read that an als’s head was {old for eighty 
pieces of fdver ; they have been lately fold ten 
thoufand times dearer, and yet they were never 
more plentiful. 

I muff complain the cards are ill Ihuffied, till I 
have a good hand. 

Very few men do properly live at prefent, but 
are providing to live another time. 

When I am reading a book, whether wife or 
filly, it feems to me to be alive, and talking to me. 

Whoever live at a different endof the town from 
me, I look upon as perfons out of the world, and 
only myfelf and thelcene about me to be in it. 

When I was young, 1 thought all the world, as 
well as myfelf, was wholly taken up in difeourfing 
upon the laft new play. 

My Lord Cromarti, after fourfeore, went to his 
country-houfe in Scotland, with a refolution to 
ffay fix years there, and live thriftily, in order to 
fave up money, that he might fpend in London. 

It is faid of the horfes in the vifion, that their 
power was in their mouths and in their tails. What 
is faid of horfes in the vifion, in reality may bp 
faid of women. 

Elephants are always drawn fmaller than the life, 
but a flea always larger. 

When old folks tell us of many paflages in their 
youth between them and their company, we are 
apt to think how much happier thofe times were 
than the prefent. 

Why does the elder filler dance barefoot, when 
the younger is married before her? Is it not that Ihe 
Vol. X. LI may 
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may appear fhorter, and confequently be thought 
younger than the bride ? 

No man will take counfel, but every man will 
take money ; therefore money is better than coun¬ 
fel. 

I never yet knew a wag (as the term is) who 
was not a dunce. 

A perfon reading to me a dull poem of his own 
making, I prevailed on him to fcratch out fix lines 
together ; in turning over the leaf, the ink being 
wet, it marked as many lines on the other fide; 
whereof the poet complaining, I bid him be eafy, 
for it would be better if thofe were out too. 

At Windfor I was obferving to my Lord Boling- 
broke, that the tower where the maids of honour 
lodged (who at that time were not very handfome) 
was much frequented with crows. My Lord faid, 
it was becaufe they fmelt carriQn. 


jeOflGK# 
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The STORY of die INJURED LADY. 


Written by herfelf. 


IN a Letter to her Friend. 


With his Answer. 


S I R f 

"DEing ruined by the inconftancy and unkindnefs 
of a lover, 1 hope a true and plain relation of 
my misfortunes may be of ufe and warning to cre¬ 
dulous maids, never to put too much truft in de- 
ceitful men. 

A gentleman * in the neighbourhood had two 
miftreiles, another and mylelf f ; and he pretended 
honourable love to us both. Our three houles 
Rood pretty near one another. His was parted 
from mine by a river % y and from my rival’s by an 
old broken wall ||. But before I enter into the 
particulars of this gentleman’s hard ufage of me, I 
will give a very juit impartial character of my rival 
and mylelf. 

As to her perfon, die is tall and lean, and very 
ill fhaped ; die hath bad features, and a worfe com¬ 
plexion ; lhe hath a itinkmg breath, and twenty ill 
fmeiis about her befides; which are yet more un- 

* Englan . $ The Infh ea. 

■f Scotland nd Ireland. || Ttx Pith wall. 

L 1 2 


fufFerab!e ; 





268 


THE STORY OF 

fufferable, by her natural fluttifhnefs; for fhe is al¬ 
ways loufy, and never without the itch As to her 
other qualities, ihe hath no reputation either for 
virtue, honefty, truth, or manners: and it is no 
wonder, confidering what her education hath been, 
Scolding and curling are her common converfa- 
tion. To fum up all ; ihe is poor and beggarly, 
and gets a forry maintenance by pilfering wherever 
flie comes. As for this gentleman, who is now fo 
fond of her, fhe ftill beareth him an invincible hatred 
revileth him to his face, and raileth at him in all 
companies. Her houfe is frequented by a company of 
rogues, and thieves and pick-pockets, whom fheen- 
courageth to rob his henrooifs, heal his corn and 
cattle,and do him all manner of mifehief. She hath 
been known to come at the head of thefe rafeals, and 
beat her lover until he was fore from head to foot, 
and then force him to pay for the trouble fhe was- 
at. Once attended with a crew of raggamuffins, 
fhe broke into his houfe, turned all things topfy- 
turvy, and then fet it on fire. At the fame time 
flie told fo many lies among his fervants, that it 
let them all by the ears, and his poor ffeward * 
was knocked on the head ; for which I think, and 
fo doth .all the country, that {he ought to be an- 
fwerable. To conclude her charafrer : fhe is of a 
different religion, being a Prefbyterian of the moft 
rank and virulent kind, and coniequcntly having an 
inveterate hatred to the church ; yet I am fare, I 
have been always told, that in marriage there ought 
to be an union of minds as well as of perfons. 

I will now give my own chara&er: and fhall do 
it in few words, and with modefty and truth. 

I was reckoned to be ashandfome as any in our 
neighbourhood, until I became pale and thin with 
grief and ill uiage. I am ftill fair enough, and 
have, 1 think, no very ill feature about me. They 


that 
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that fee me now, will hardly allow me ever to have 
had any great lhareof beauty ; for, befides being fo 
much altered, I go always mobbed, and in an un- 
drels, as well out of negleCt, as indeed for want of 
cloaths to appear in. I might add to all this, that 
I was born to a good eftate, although it now turn- 
cth to little account, under the oppreilions J en¬ 
dure, and hath been the true caule of all my mii- 
fortues. 

Some years ago this gentleman taking a fancy ei¬ 
ther to mv perfon or fortune, made his addrelles to 
me ; which, being then young and foolilh, I too 
readily admitted. He feemed to ufe me with fo 
much tendernefs, and his converfation was fo very 
en S a S* n ?> that all my conftancy and virtue were too 
foon overcome ; and, to dwell no longer upon a 
theme that caufeth fuch bitter reflections, I muft 
confefs with ihame, that I was undone by the com¬ 
mon arts paractifed upon all eafy credulous virgins,, 
half by force, and half by confent, after folemn 
vows and protections of marriage. W hen he 
had once got pofleflion, he foon began to play the 
ufual part of a too fortunate lover, affeCting on all 
occafions to fhew his authority, and to aCt like a 
conqueror. Firft, he found fault with the govern¬ 
ment of my family, which I grant was none of the 
beft, coniifting of ignorant illiterate creatures; for 
at that time I knew but little of the world. In 
compliance to him, therefore, I agreed to fall into 
his ways and methods of living. I confented that 
his fteward lhould govern my boule, and have 
liberty to employ an undcr-fteward *, who would 
receive his directions. :Vly lover proceeded far¬ 
ther , turning away fome old llrvants and tenants, 
and fupplying me with others from his own houfe. 

1 hefe grew fo domineering and unreafonable, that 
there was no quiet, and I heard of nothing but 
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perpetual quarrels ; which although I could not 
pofTibly help, yet my lover laid all the blame and 
punishment upon me; and, upon every falling 
out, {'till turned away more of my people, and fup- 
plied me in their Head with a number of fellows 
and dependents of his own, whom he had no other 
way to provide for. Overcome by love, and to 
avoid noife and contention, I yielded to all his u- 
furpations ; and finding it in vain to refitt, I 
thought it my beft policy, to make my court to my 
new lervants, and draw them to my inceretts. I fed 
them from my own table with the bett I had, put 
my new tenants on the choice parts of my land, 
and treated them all fo kindly, that they began to 
love me as well as their matter, in procefs of time 
all my old fervants were gone, and I had not a 
creature about me, nor above one or two tenants, but 
what were of his chufing ; yet 1 had the good luck, 
by gentle ufage, to bring over the greatett part of 
them to my iide. When my lover obferved this, 
he began to alter his language.; and to thofe who 
inquired about me, he would anfwer, that I was an 
old dependent upon his family, whom he had 
placed on fome concerns of his own ; and he be¬ 
gan to ufe me accordingly, neglecting by degrees all 
common civilities in his behaviour I {hall never 
forget the fpeech he made me one morning, which 
he delivered with all the gravity in the world. He 
put me in mind of the vatt obligations I lay under 
to him, in fending me fo many of his people for my 
own good, and to teach me manners : that it had coft 
him ten times more than I was worth to maintain 
me : that it had been much better fur him if I had 
been damned, or burnt, or funk to the bottom of 
the fea : that it was but reafonable I fhould ftrain 
mylelf as far as I was able, to reimburfe him fome 
of his charges : that, from henceforward, he ex¬ 
pected his word fhould be a law to me in all things^ 
that I mutt maintain a parifh watch againft thieves 

and 
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and robbers, and give falaries to an oveefeer, a 
con liable, and others, all of his own chufing, 
whom he would fend from time to time to be fpics 
upon me; that, to enable me the better in fupport- 
ing thefe expences, my tenants ihall be obliged to 
carry all their goods crofs the river, to his own town- 
market, and pay toll on both fides, and then fell 
them at half value. Butbecaufe we were a natty tort 
of people, and that he could not endure to touch 
any thing we had a hand in, and likewife, bccaufe 
he wanted work to employ his own folks, there¬ 
fore we mutt fend all our goods to his market juft 
in their naturals ; the milk immediately from the 
cow, without making it into cheefe or butter; the 
corn in the ear ; the grafs as it is mowed ; the wool 
as it cometh from the fhcep’s back; and bring the 
fruit upon the branch, that he might not be ob¬ 
liged to eat it after our filthy hands; that, if a te¬ 
nant carried but a piece of bread and cheefe to eat 
by the way, or an inch of worfted to mend his 
ftockings, he ihould forfeit his whole parcel; and 
becaufe a company of rogues ufually plied on the 
river between us, who often robbed my tenants of 
their goods and boats, he ordered a waterman of 
his to guard them, whofe manner was, to be out of 
the way until the poor wretches were plundered ; 
then to overtake the thieves, and feize all as law¬ 
ful prize to his mailer and himfelf. It would be 
endlefs to repeat a hundred other hardfliips he 
hath put upon me ; but it is a general rule, that 
whenever he imagines the fmallett advantage will 
redound to one of his footboys, by any new op- 
preffion of me and my whole family and eftate, he 
never dilputeth it a moment. All this hath ren¬ 
dered me fo very inlignificant and contemptible at 
home, that fome fervants, to whom 1 pay the 
greateft wages, and many tenants, who have the 
moft beneficial leafes, are gone over to live with 
him f yet I am bound to continue their wages, 

ancl 
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and pay their rents : by which means one third part 
of my whole income is fpent on his eftate, and a - 
bove another third by his tolls and markets ; and 
my poor tenants are fo funk and impoveriflied, 
that inftcad of maintaining me fuitably to my qua¬ 
lity, they can hardly find me cloaths to keep me 
warm, or provide the common neceffaries of life 
for themlelves. 

Matters being in this pofture between me and my 
lover; l received intelligence, that hp had been for 
fome time making very preffing overtures of mar¬ 
riage to my rival, until there happened fome mif- 
underrtandings between them, bhe gave him ill 
words, and threatened to break off all commerce 
with him. He, on the other fide, having either 
acquired courage by his triumphs over me, or fup- 
poling her as tame a fool as I, thought at firft to 
carry i with a high hand ; but hearing at the fame 
time, that ihe had thoughts of making fome private 
propofals to join with me againft him, and doubt¬ 
ing, with very good reafon, that I would readily 
accept them, he feemed very much difeoneerted. 
This I thought was a proper occafion to /hew fome 
great example of generofity and love; and fo, without 
further cQnlideration, I fent him word, that hearing 
there was like to be a quarrel between him and my 
rival, notwithstanding all that had palled, and with¬ 
out binding him to any conditions in mv own fa~ 
vour, I would ftand by'him, againft her and all the 
world, while I had a penny in purfe, or a petticoat 
to pawn. This meflage was fubferibed by all my 
chief tenants ; and proved fo powerful, that my 
rival immediately grew more tra&able upon it. The 
refult of which was, that there is now a treaty of 
marriage * concluded between them ; the wedding- 
cloaths are bought, and nothing remaineth but to 
perform the ceremony, which is put off for fome 

* Treaty of Union, 
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days, becaufe they deiign it to be a public wedding. 

And, to reward my love, conllancy, and genero- 
htv, he hath bellowed on me the office of being 
fempflrefs to his grooms and footmen, which 1 am 
forced to accept or ftarve. Yet, in the midll of this 
my iituation, I cannot but have fome pity for this 
deluded man, to caft himfelf away on an infamous 
creature; who, whatever ffie pretendeth, I can 
prove, would at this very minute rather be a whore 
to a certain great man, that ffiall be nameleis, if 
Ihe might have her will. For my part, I think, 
and fo doth all the country too, that the man is 
pollelled ; at leaft none of us are able to imagine 
what he can poffibly fee in her, unlefs ffic hath be¬ 
witched him, or given him fome powder. 

I am lure I never fought this alliance; and you 
can bear me witnefs, that I might have had other 
matches; nay, if 1 were lightly difpofed, I could 
ftill perhaps have offers, that fome, who hold their 
heads higher, would be glad to accept. But alas! 

I never had any fuch wicked thought; all I now 
defire is, only to enjoy a little quiet, to be free from 
the perfections of this unreafonable man, and that 
he will let rne manage my own little fortune to the 
bell advantage ; for which I will undertake to pay 
him a conliderable penlion every year, much more 
confiderable than what he now gets by his oppref- / 

lions ; for he muff needs find himfelf a'loler at laft, 
when he hath drained me and my tenants fo diy, 
that we fhall not have a penny for him or ourfelves. 

^ here is one impolition of his I had dmoft forgot, 
which I think infufferable, and will appeal to you 
or any reafonable perfon, whether it be fo or not. 

I told von before, that, by an old compaft, we 
agreed to have the fame lleward; at which time I 
conienr d likewife to regulate my family and ellatc 
by the fame method with him, which he then lliew- 
ed me written down in form, and I approved of. 

Now, the turn he thinks lit to give this compatl of 
Vol. X. M m ours 
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ours is very extraordinary; for he pretends, that 
whatever orders he ihall think fit to preferibe for 
the future in his family, he may, if he will, com¬ 
pel mine to obferve them, without alkmg my ad¬ 
vice, or hearing my reafons. So that I mu it not 
make a leafe without his conient, or give any di¬ 
rections for the well governing of my family, but 
what he countermands whenever he pleafeth. H his 
leaveth me at fuch confufion and uncertainty, that 
my fervants know not when to obey me, and my 
tenants, although many of them be very well incli¬ 
ned, feem quite at a lofs. 

But I am too tedious upon this melancholy fub- 
ject; which, however, I hope, you will f-rgive, 
lince the happinefs of my whole life dependeth up¬ 
on it. I delire you will think a while, and give your 
belt advice what meafures I fhall take with pru¬ 
dence, jultice, courage, and honour, to protect my 
liberty and fortune againll the hardfhips and feve- 
rities I lie under from that unkind, inconftant man. 


The Answer to the Injured Lady. 
Madam, 

T Have received your Ladyfhip’s letter, and care- 
* fully confidered every part of it; and Ihall give 
you my opinion how you ought to proceed for your 
own fecurity. But, hrft, I muft beg leave to tell 
your Ladyfhip, that you were guilty of an unpar¬ 
donable weaknefs t'other day, in making that offer 
to your lover, of ftanding bv him in any quarrel 
he might have with your rival You know very 
well, that ihe began to apprehend he had defigns 
of ufing her as he had done you ; and common 
prudence might have directed you, rather to have 

entered 
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entered into fome meafures with her for joining 
again ft him, until he might, at leaft. be brought to 
iome reafonabie terms : but your invincible hatred 
to that lady hath carried your refentments fo high, 
as to be the caufe of your ruin. Yet if >ou pleafe 
to confider, this averlion of yours began a good 
while before ihe became your rival, and was taken 
up by you and your family in a fort oi compliment 
to your lover, who formerly Jiad a greatabhorrer.ee 
for her. It is true, iince that time you have fuffer- 
ed very much by her incroachments upon your 
eftate, but ihe never pretended to govern or direct 
you : and now you have drawn a new enemy upon 
yourfelf; for I think you may count upon all the 
ill offices ihe can poffibly do you by her credit with 
her hufband ; whereas, if inftead of openly decla¬ 
ring againft her, without any provocation, \ou had 
lat itill a while, and faid nothing, that gentleman 
would have leiTened his feverity to you out of per¬ 
fect fear. This weaknefs of yours you call genero- 
fity; but I doubt there was more in the matter. In 
ihort, Madam, I have good reafons to think you 
were betrayed to it by the pernicious counfels of 
fome about you : for, to my certain knowledge, 
feveral of your tenants and fervants, to whom you 
have been very kind, are as arrant rafeals as any in 
the country. I cannot but obferve what a mighty 
diderence there is in one particular between your 
Ladvihip and your rival. Having yielded up your 
perfon, you thought nothing elfe worth defending ; 
and therefore you will not now iniift upon thele 
very conditions for which you yielded at ririt. But 
your Ladvihip cannot be ignorant, that fome years 
iince your rival did the fune thing, and upon no 
conditions at all; nay, this gentleman kept her as 
a mifs, and yet made her pay for her very diet and 
lodging. But, it being at a time when he had no 
fteward, and his family out of order, ihe ftole away, 
and hath now got the trick very well known among 
M m 2 the 
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the women of the town, to grant a man the favour 
over night, and the next day have the impudence 
to deny it to his face. But it is too late to reproach 
you with any former oyerfights, which cannot now 
be redfilied. 1 know the matters of fadt, as you 
relate them, are true and fairly reprefen ted My 
advice therefore is this : Get your tenants together 
as foon as you conveniently can, and make them 
agree to the following refolutions. 

Firjly That your f miily and tenants have no de¬ 
pendence upon the faid gent’eman, further th n by 
the old agreement, which obligeth you to have the 
fame he ward, and to regulate your houfehold by 
fuch methods as )ou lhall both agree to. 

Secondly , That \ou will not carry your goods to 
the market of his town, unlefs you pleafe, nor be 
hindered from carrying them any where elfe. 

Thirdly , That the fervants you pay wages to, fhall 
live at home, or forfeit their places. 

Fourthly , That whatever leafe you make to a te¬ 
nant, it fhall not be in his power to break it. 

If he will agree to thefe articles, I advife you to 
contribute as largely as you can to all charges of 
parifh and county. 

I can allure you, feveral of that gentleman’s ableft 
tenants and fervants are againft his fevere ufage of 
you, and would be glad of an occalion to convince 
the reft of their error, if you will not be wanting 
to vourfelf. 

If the gentleman refufes thefe juft and reafonable 
offers, pray let me know it, and perhaps I may think 
of fomething elfe that will be more effectual. 

I am, 

M ADAM, 

Your Ladyfliip’s, &c. 

A Con- 




A Confultation of four Phyficians upon a 
Lord that was dying. 

FIJI Doctor . TS his honor fic ? Prae Icetus felis puls. 
It do es beat veris loto de. 

Second Doftor. No notis as qui calfi e ver fel tu 
iuetri it. Inde edit as faltas an alarum, ora lire bellat 
nite. 

Third DoStor. It is veri hi. 

Fourth Doftor. Noto contra diftu in mi juge 
mentitis veri loto de. It is as orta maladi him callet. 
Here e ver id ofto reti refto a par lor, na mel an 
coli poll: ure. 

Fir ft Doctor. It is a megri mas I opi ne. 

Second Dotlor . No dodto rite quit fora quin fi. 
Heris a plane iim tomo lit. Sorites Para cellus: pr:e 
re adit. 

Firft DoBor . Nono doftor I never quo te aqua 
cafu do. 

Second DoBor. Sum arfo : mi autoris no ne. 

T ird Doctor No quare lingat prae lend des ire. 
His honor is fic offa colli cafure as i lit here. 

Fourth DoBor. it is aether an atro phi ora colli 
cafu fed Ire membri re ad it in doctor me ades 
efie, here it is 

Thi d D.Bor. I ne ver read apage init, no re ver 
in teudit. 

Second DoBor. Fer ne lis offa qui te deferent noti 
o nas i here. 

Firft DoB->r Notis ab ludi fluxit is veri plene. 
Second D Bo*. I litis a liuxit me re qui re ac lis 

ter. 

Third Doctor, I a ver his caffis venere a laffi difea- 

ver 
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ver edit in as hanc cor; an da poli pus in his no fc. 
An di fit be as i cctis, ago no rea me en fue. 

Fir ft Doctor. It is ad ange rus cafas ani. 

Fourth Doctor I mus tellure alitis ago uti humor 
in his belli. Hi fto ma&o is empti. 

Firjl Doftor. It me bea pluri ii; avo metis veri pro 
per fora manat his age. 

Second Doctor Ure par donat prefenti des ire ; 
liis dis eas is a cataride clare it. 

Third Doctor. Atlas tume find it as tone in his 
quid ni es. 

Fourth Difior. It is alea pro fi fora uti fe. Prar 
hos his a poticari ? cantu tellus Ab lis ter me bene 
cefTa rifum decens. It is as urem edi in manicas es. 

Third Doclor. I findit ifto Lite tot hinc ofta rem 
edi; fori here his honor is de ad. 

Second DoFlor . His time is cum. 

Fi'Jl DoFlor. Is it trudo ut hinc ? 

Fourth Dotfor. It is veri certa in. His par is belli 
fto ringo ut foris de partu re. 

Third D ■ior . Nae, i fis ecce lens is de ad lsetus 
en dum apri efto prae foris lolc His honor has 
bina cato liquor a de ifti here. 

Fir ft Doctor . Alor dis fum times as tingi as an 
ufu rerls. 

Second DoFlor. A pi ftolis aligo time a verbi mi 
at en dans fora forte nite. 

Th rd DoFlor. O mci ne vera tendo na nil ordinis 
ftc nes ani more. 

Fourth DoVor. Api ftolis ne a quin in a nil ordo 
fis qua liti; fum pes fore times more. It iftos mala 
fito a doclor o fis hie. 

Second Doctor. Lauus paco fitis time. 

F'vjl Doctor. Abigo ditis hi time inde editis forus 
alto fallas campe i ingo fas faftas arato ut ofta da 
iri; fori fera bea tinge veri minute; bimi folido. His 
lac quis, an das turdis auft: fto ut valet is readi forus. 

Second Doclor. Ali feris ab aft in a do, fori here 
ano is at adis ftans. 


ADVER- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

For the honour of the Kingdom of Ireland. 

r T' HIS is to inform the public, that a gentleman 

A of long ltudy, obfervation, and experience, 
ha h employed himfelf for feveral years in making 
collections of fades relating to the condud of divines, 
phyficians, lawyers, foldiers, merchants, traders, 
and elquires; containing an hiftorical account of 
the moll remarkable corruptions, frauds, oppref* 
lions, knaveries, and perjuries; wherein the names 
of all the perions concerned lhall be inferted at full 
length, with fome account of their families and 
ftations. 

But, whereas the faid gentleman cannot complete 
his hiftory without fome afliftance from the public, 
he humbly defires, that all perfons who have any 
memoirs, or accounts, relating to themfclves, their 
families, their friends, or acquaintance, which are 
well attefted, and fit to enrich the work, will pleafe 
to fend them to the printer of this advertifement: 
and if any of the laid perfons, whn are difpofed to 
lend materials, happen to live in the country, it is 
delired their letters may be either franked, or the 
poft paid. 

This collection is to commence with the year 
1700, and be continued to the prefent year 1738. 
The work is to be intitled, “ The author’s critical 
“ hiftory of his own times.” 

It is intend to be printed by fubfeription, in a 
large oCtavo ; each volume to contain five hundred 
facts, and to be fold for aBritilh crown. The au¬ 
thor propofeth that the whole work (which will 

take 


280 ADVERTISEMENT. 

take in the period of thirty-eight years) fhall be 
contained in eighteen volumes. 

Whoever fhall fend the author any accounts of 
perfons who have performed any a<fts of juftice. 
charity, public fpirit, gratitude, fidelity, or the 
like, attefted by indubitable witnefies within the 
fame period ; the laid fa<fts fliali be printed, by 
way of appendix, at the end of each volume, and 
no addition to the price of the work demanded. But 
left fuch perfons may apprehend, that the relating 
of thele facfts may be injurious to their reputations, 
their names lhall not be fet down without particu¬ 
lar direction. 

N. D. There will be a fmall number printed on 
royal paper for the curious, at only two Britifh 
crowns. There will alfo be the effigies of the moft 
eminent perfons mentioned in this work, prefixed 
to each volume, curioufly ingraved by Mr. Hogarth. 

Subfcriptions are taken in by the printer hereof, 
and by the bookfdlers of London and Dublin. 
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A charafter of P -te M- 


“H. 


1VT --— has the reputation ofmoft prfound and 

univerfal learning ; this is the general opinion, 
neither can it be eafily difproved. An old ruftv 
iron cheft in a banker’s fihop, ftrongly locked, and 
wonderful heavy, is full of gold ; this is the gene¬ 
ral opinion, neither can it be disproved, provided 
the key be loft, and what is in ic be wedged fo clofe 
that it will not by any motion difeover the metal by 
the chinking. Doing good is his pleafure ; and as 
no man confults another in his pleafures, neither 
does he in this ; hv his aukwardnefs and unadvjfed- 
nefs difappointing his own good defigns. His high 
ftation hath placed him in the way of great employ¬ 
ments ; which, without the leaft pohihing his na¬ 
tive rufticity, have given him a tinfture of pride and 
ambition. But thele vices would have palled con¬ 
cealed under his natural fimplicity, if he had not 
endeavoured to hide them by art. His difpofition 
to ftudy is the very fame with that of an ufurer to 
hoard up money, or of a vitious young fellow to a 
wench; nothing but avarice and evil concupifcence, 
to which his conftitution has fortunately" given a 
more innocent turn. He is fordid and fufpicious in 
his domeftics, without love or hatred ; which is but 
reafonable, ftnee he has neither friend nor enemy ; 
without joy or grief; in fhort, without all paflions 
but fear, to which of ail others he hath leaft 
temptation, having nothing to get or to lofe; no 
pofterity, relation, or friend, to be folicitous a- 
bout; and placed by his ftation above the reach of 
fortune or envy. He hath found out the fecret of 
preferring men without deferring their thanks : and 
Vol, X. N n whcjr£ 










282 CHARACTER OF P-TE M-II. 

where he diipenies his favours to perfons of merit, 
they are lefs obliged to hi in than to fortune, He 
is the iirft of human race, that, with great advan¬ 
tages of learning, piety, and Ration, ever efcaped 
being a great man. That which reliffies beft with 
him, is mixed liquor and mixed company, and he 
is feldom unprovided with very bad of both. He 
is fo wile to value his own health more than other 
mens nofes; fo that the moil honourable place at 
his table is much the worft, efpecially in iummer. 
It hath been affirmed, that originally he was not al¬ 
together devoid of wit, till it was extruded from 
his head to make room for other mens thoughts* 
He will admit a governor, provided it be one who 
is very officious and diligent, outwardly pious, and 
one that knows how to manage and make the moft 
of his fear. No man will be cither glad or lorry 
at his death, except his fucceffor. 




The 
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The blunders, deficiencies, diftrefles, and 
misfortunes of Quilca. 


Propofed to contain one and twenty volumes in 
quarto. Begun April 20. 1724* -To he continu¬ 
ed weekly, if due encouragement be given. 

B UT one lock and a half in the whole houfe. 

The key of the garden-door loft. 

The empty bottles all uncleanable. 

The veflefs for drink few and leaky. 

The new houfe all going to ruin before it is finilh- 
ed. 

One hinge of the ftreet-door broke off, and the 
people forced to go out and come in at the back¬ 
door. 

The door of die Dean’s bed-chamber full of 
large chinks. 

The beaufet letting in fo much wind that it almoft: 
blows out the candles 

The Dean’s bed threatening every night to fall 
under him. 

The little table loofe and broken in the joints. 
The pallages open over head, by which the cats 
pafs continually into the cellar, and eat the victuals; 
for which one was tried, condemned, and execut¬ 
ed by the fword. 

The large table in a very tottering condition. 

But one chair in the houle lit for fitting on, and 
that in a very ill ftate of health. 

The kitchen perpetually crouded with favages. 
Not a bit of mutton to be had in the country. 
Want of beds, and a mutiny thereupon among 
the fervants, till fupplied from Kells. 

N n 2 An 
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An egregious want of all the moft common ne~ 
ceflary utenllls. 

Not a bit of turf this cold weather, and Mrs. 
Johnlon and the Dean in perfon, with all their fer- 
vants, forced to aifift at the bog in gathering up 
the wet bottoms of old clamps. 

The grate in the ladies bed-chamber broke, and 
foiced to be removed, by which they were compel¬ 
led to Oe without fire; the chimney fmoking into- 
leiably ; and the Dean’s great coat was employed to 
ftop the wind from coming down the chimney, 
without which expedient they muft have been ftarved 
to death. 

A meflenger fent a mile to borrow an old broken 
tun difh. 

Bottles (lopped with bits of wood and tow in- 
ftead of corks. 

Not one utenfil for a fire, except an old pair of 
tongs, which travels through the houfe, and is like- 
wile employed to take the meat out of the pot, for 
want of a fldh-fork 

Every Itrvant an arrant thief as to victuals and 
drink, and every comer and goer as arrant a thief 
of every thing he or (he can lay their hands on. 

The (pit blunted with poking into bogs for tim¬ 
ber, and tears the meat to pieces. 

Bellum otque f<cminam : or, A kitchen-war be¬ 
tween nurfe and a nafty crew of both fexes ; (he to 
preferve order and cleanlinefs, they to deftroy both- 
and they are generally conquerors. 


April 28. This morning the great fore-door quite 
open, dancing backwards and forwards with all its 
weight upon the lower hinge, which muft have been 

relieved it ^ ^ not acciclental ty come and 

A great hole in the floor of the ladies chamber, 
every hour hazarding a broken leg. 


Two 
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Two damnable iron fpikes eredt on the Dean’s 
bed-llead, by which be is in danger of a broken 
lhin at riling and going to bed. 

The ladies and Dean’s lervants growing faft into 
the manners and thievries of the natives ; the la¬ 
dies themfelves very much corrupted; the Dean 
perpetually ftorming, and in danger of either lofinr 
all his fleih, or linking into barbarity for the lake 
of peace. 

Mrs. Dinglev full of cares for herfelf, and blun¬ 
ders, and negligence for her friends, Mrs. John- 
fon lick and helplefs. The Dean deaf and fretting ; 
the lady’s maid auk ward and clumfy ; Robert lazv 
and forgetful; William a young pragmatical, ig¬ 
norant, and conceited puppy ; Robin and nurle 
the two great and only fupports of the family. 

BeLum lacleum or, The milky battle, fought 
between the Dean and the crew of Quilca ; the lat¬ 
ter inlifting on the privilege of not milking till ele¬ 
ven in the forenoon ; whereas Mrs. Johnl'on want¬ 
ed milk at eight for her health. In this battle the 
Dean got the vidfory : but the crew of Quilca begin 
to rebel again ; for it is this day almoft ten o’clock, 
and Mrs. Johnl'on hath not got her milk 

A proverb on the lazinefs and lodgings of the 
fervants, “ The worfe their ftye, the longer they 
lie.” ' ° J 

I wo great holes in the wall of the ladies bed- 
chamber, juft at the back of the bed, and one of 
them diredlly behind Mrs. Johnfon’s pillow, either 
of which would blow out a candle in the calmeft 
day. 


A modeft 
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A modeft Defence of a late Poem by an un* 
known author, called, The Laos’s Dues* 
sing- Room *. 

Written in the year 1732. 

[The poem on the Lady’s Dreffing-roorn having 
given offence to a few fqu earn iff ladies, and fome 
line gentlemen, it was thought proper to publiih 
the following defence.] 

A Poem, or pamphlet, publiffedin this kingdom 
without a name, will not long want one, if the 
paper maketh any noife. 

There is a certain perfon of diitinCtion among 
us, who is conjectured to have written many things, 
both in prole and verfe, for the fervice of the na¬ 
tion, which undoubtedly were publilhed with his 
own content. It is alfo believed, that he has com- 
pofed others occalionally, for the amufement of 
himfelf and a few intimate friends ; which, by the 
indiferetion of others, were, from ftolen and in* 
correCt copies, dragged into light. 

But I hold it for certain, that a much greater 
number have, by the boldnefs of printers, and the 
want of judgement in readers, been charged upon 
that author, wherein he never had the fmalleft lin¬ 
ger, as I am affured he hath often declared; and, 
which is remarkable, was as free in difowning fome 
writings charged upon him, of which he had no 
reafon to be affamed, as he could be of the mean- 
eft productions of Hibernian Grub-ftreet. 

As to thofe fatal verfes, called The Lady’s Dref- 

• See this poem in vol. viii. p. 143. 
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fing-room, which have fo highly inflamed the whole 
fex, (except a very few of better judgement) ; as I 
can by no means juftify the vulgar opinion, that 
feemeth to fix it upon a perfon fo well known for 
works of a very different nature; fo 1 cannot but 
lament the prevailing ill tafte among us, which is 
not able to difcover that ufeful fatire running thro* 
every line, and the matter as decently wrapped up 
as it is poflible the fubjeCt could bear. 

Cleanlinefs hath, in all polite ages and nations, 
been eReemed the chief corporal perfection in wo¬ 
men ; as it is well known to thofe who are conver- 
fant with the ancient poets. And fo it is Rill a- 
mong the young people of judgement and fobriety, 
when they are dilpofed to marry. And I do not 
doubt, but that there is a great number of young la¬ 
in this town and kingdom, who, in reading that 
poem, find great complacency in their own minds, 
from a confcioufnefs, that the fatirical part in the 
Lady’s Drefling-room doth not in the leaft afiedt 
them. 

Wherefore it is manifeft, that no peem was ever 
written with a better defign for the fervice of the 
fex : wherein our author hath obferved, to a title, 
the precepts of his mailer Horace ; or, indeed, ra¬ 
ther hath gone very far beyond him, in the article 
of decency. 

That great poet, inflrudling us what adlions are 
fitted to be produced openly upon the feene, and 
which are moll proper to be only related to the au¬ 
dience, goeth many lengths beyond the author of 
the Lady’s Drefling-room ; for, at the fame inflant 
when he faith, fome addons fhould not appear as 
done upon the Rage, he allows, they may be recited 
with pleafurc and elegance; and yet when he co- 
meth to particulars, his recital is extremely grofs, 
and fo are his very precepts which forbid the nati¬ 
ons : that if our infinitely more modeR author 
had imitated his maRer’s Ryle, the whole world 

might, 
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might, with great appearance of reafon, have been 
up in arms againft him. 

Therefore, to fet thefe two poets in a true light, 
I have ventured, for the fatisfa&ion of both fexes, 
to tranflate as literally as I could, ten lines in Ho- 
r ace, upo n the very fame iubjeft, which our author 
h ath ha nc ji ec | w i t h a decency fo far luperior to his 
Homan matter. 

To juftify the truth of my tranflation, I defire all 
fine gentlemen and ladies will appeal from me to 
the information of the learned, that 1 may be whol¬ 
ly clear from the lealt cenfure of mifreprefenting fo 
great an authority ; for, indeed, if I have been 
guilty of any fault, it is in palliating the grofs ex- 
preffions in the original, and foftening them veny 
much to the politenefs of the prefent age. 

The Latin is word for word as follows. 

Aui agitur res in feenis , aui a 3 a refertur , 

Segnius irritant animos demiffa per anrem, 

Quam qua funt oculis fubjefta fidelibus , et qua 
Jpfe fibi tradit fpefiator. Non tamen intus 
Digua gcri promes in fccnam ; muitoque tol/es 
Ex oculis , qua mox narret facundia prefens. 

Ncx pue) os coram populo Medea trucidet; 
slut humana pa lam coquat ext a nefarius At reus. 

Slut in avem Progne vertetur . Cadmus in anguem. 
Qiiodainque ojlendis mihi fic , incredulus odi. 

The literal tranflation whereof is thus. 

Some ladies do their need before your face: 
borne only tell the action and the place. 

Our mind is lefs provok’d by what it hears. 

Than what the fadl before our eyes appears. 

In clofet dark, your cedar-box be hid ; 

Not in a parlour ihown without the lid. 

Some actions mutt be always out of light, 

Yet, elegantly told, may give delight. 
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Nurfe muft not hold the child, and cry Hee Hee> 

When Madam and her friends are o’er their tea. 

Atreus, with ladies by, miftakes his wit, 

In new-born t-s to run a red-hot fpit. 

Mifs Progne muft not cry, A bird, a bird! 

Before good company, and fhew a t— d. 

Cadmus, who voids out worms of monftrous fize, 

In mere good manners fhould deceive our eyes; 

Muft do his dirty work behind the fcene. 

And ere he fhews the vermin, wipe them clean. 

To bring fuch odious objects full in view, 

1 ho’ fools may laugh, ’twill make a wife man fpue. 

I defire the reader will compare the moft excep¬ 
tionable lines in the Lady’s Drefling-room with the 
lesft olfenfive of thefe in Horace; although purged 
by me, as much as could conftft with prefei ving the 
true fenfe of the original. Yet this was the great 
mafter of politenefs in the Roman empire, at the 
time it flourifhed moft in arts and arms. 

Horace, you fee, makes ufe of the plain flovenly 
words, which our decent Irifh poet induftrioufly 
avoideth, and fkippeth over a hundred dirty places, 
without fouling his {hoes. Horace, on the contrary, 
plainly calleth a fpade, a l'pade, when there was 
not the leaft neceflity; and when, with equal eafe, 
as well as fignihcancy, he might have expreffed his 
meaning in homely terms, fit for the niceft ears of 
a queen or a duchefs. 

I do therefore politively decide in favour of our 
Hibernian bard, upon the article of decency; and 
am ready to defend my propofition againft all man¬ 
kind ; that, in the ten lines of Horace, here faith¬ 
fully and favourably tranflated, there are ten times 
more flovenly expreflions, than in the whole poem 
calledThe Lady’s Drefling-room ; and for the truth 
of this propofition, I am ready to appeal to all the 
young ladies of the kingdom, or to fuch a commit¬ 
tee as my very adverfaries {hall appoint. 

Vol. X. O o 
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The Addrefs of the Inhabitants of the Li¬ 
berty of the Dean and Chapter of St. Pa¬ 
trick’s, Dublin *. 

the inhabitants of the liberty of the Dean 
* anti Chapter of St. Patrick’s," Dublin, and 
the neighbourhood of the fame, having been in¬ 
formed, by univerfal report, that a certain man of 
this city hath openly threatened and fworn, before 
many hundred people, as well perfons of quality as 
others, that he refolves, upon the firft opportunity,, 
by the help of feveral ruffians, to murder or maim 
the Reverend the Dean of St. Patrick’s, our neigh¬ 
bour, bcnefaftor, and head of the liberty of St. 
Patrick s, upon a frivolous unproved fufpicion, of 
the laid Dean’s having written fome lines in verfe 
relieving on the faid man : 

Therefore we, the (aid inhabitants of the faid 
liberty, and in the neighbourhood thereof, from 
our great love and refpeft to the faid Dean, to 
whothe whole kingdom hath fo many obligations, 
as well as we of the liberty, do unanimoufly de¬ 
clare, that we will endeavour to defend the life and 
limbs of the faid Dean againfi: the faid man, and 
all his ruffians and murderers, as far as the law will 
allow : if he, or any of them, prefume to come in¬ 
to the faid liberty, with any wicked malicious in¬ 
tent, againft the houfe, or family, or perfon, or 
goods of the faid Dean. To which we have chear- 
fully, lincerely, and heartily fet our hands. 

The Dean being in bed, very much indifpofed, 

. * ^ ee al ? accnunI tl>* occafion of this addrefs, and the anfw er, 
in Dr. Swift's life, piefixed to vol, i. 

and 
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and not able to receive die faid perfbns, di&ated 
the following anfwer. 

Gentlemen, v 

I receive with great thankfulnefs thefe many kind 
expreffions of your concern for my fafety, as well 
as your declared refolution to defend me (as far as 
the laws of God and man will allow), againft all 
murderers and ruffians, who fhall attempt to enter 
into the liberty with any bloody or wicked defigns, 
upon my life, my limbs, my houfe, or my goods. 
Gentlemen, my life is in the hands of God; and 
whether it may be cut off by treachery, or open 
violence, or by the common way of other men, as 
long as it continues, 1 ffiall ever bear a grateful 
memory for this favour you have fhewn, beyond 
my expectation, and almoft exceeding my willies. 
The inhabitants of die liberty, as well as thofe of 
the neighbourhood, have lived with me in great 
amity for near twenty years ; which, I am confi¬ 
dent, will never diminifii during my life. I am 
chiefly forrv, that by two cruel diforders of deaf- 
nefs and giddinefs, which have purfued me for four 
mondis, I am not in a condition either to hear, or 
to receive you, much lefs to return my molt fincere 
acknowledgements, which in juftice and gratitude 
I ought to do. May God blefs you and your fami¬ 
lies in this world, and make you for ever happy in 
the next. 
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A LETTER from the GRAND MISTRESS of 
the FEMALE FR.EE MASONS to George 
Faulkner, Printer. 

J*iom 9 impious , lewd y profane , 

•Bright Juno woo'd, hut wood in vain. 

Long had he languifb'd for the dame , 

Tilt Jove, at length , to quench his flame, 

Some fay for fear , feme fay for pity , 

&/z/ him a cloud like Juno pretty , 

sis like as if twere drawn by painters. 

On which he got a race of Centaurs. 

A bte , quoth Venus.—- 

A. B. C. lib. 6. p. 107. 

CEeing it is of late become a fafhion in town, in 
f . W1 itin g to all the world, to addrefs to you, our 
fociety of Female Free Mafons, has alfo chofen vou 
for our printer ; and fo, without preface, art, or 
imbellifhment, (for truth and a fhort paper needs 
none of them) our female ledge has the whole my- 
Iterv as well as any lodge in Europe, with proper 
mitrucuons in writing ; and, what will feem more 
ftrange to. you, without the lead: taint of perjury. 
By this time any reader who is a mafon, will, I 
know, laugh, and n:>t without indignation. But 
that matters not much ; our fex has long owed 
yours this good turn. You refufed to admit Q. 
Elilabeth, and even Semiramis Queen of Babylon 
tho’ each of them (without punning) had a great 
deal of male flelh upon their bodies; but, at laft 
you will be forced to own we have it: and thus k 
was tve came by it. 

A 
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A gentleman, who is a great friend to all our 
members, who has fince inftrucfted and formed us 
into a lodge , and whom we therefore call our 
guardian , fell in lately with a lodge of Free Mafons 
at Omagh in Ulfter. They prelTed him hard to 
come into their fociety, and at length prevailed. 
They wanted an Old Tejlament to fwear him bv. 
The innkeeper’s Bible having both Old and New 
bound up together, would not do: for the Free 
Mafons oath being of much olderdate than th eNtw 
Tejiamenty that is from the building of Solomon’s 
temple, (for till then it was but a proteftation well 
larded over with cwfes and execrations) they are 
always fworn on the Old Tejlament only. They 
offer to buy the fellow’s Bible ; he confents ; but 
finding they were to cut away the New Tejlament 
from the Old , concluded them at once a pack of 
profane wretches, and very pioufly refeued his 
Bible. This cuftom of fwearing on the Old Tcjla- 
ment only, is what has given birth to the vulgar 
error. That Free Mafons renounce the New Tejla¬ 
ment. So they proceed to the reft of the ceremony, 
deferring the oath till next morning, one of them 
having an Old Tejlament for the purpofe, at his 
houfe hard by. This, it is true, was a hainous 
blunder againft the canons of Free Mafonry. But 
the gentlemen were far gone in punch and whifly . 
In fhort, our friend and prefent guardian is made 
a Free but unfworn Mafon , and was three hours 
gone on his journey next morning, before the 
merry Free Mafons awoke to fend for their Oil Tcf- 
tament ; and, what was worfe, they had taught him 
the form of the oath, againft he was to fwear in 
the morning. 

Now, as to the fecret words and fignals ufed a- 
mong Free Mafons , it is to be obferved, that in the 
Hebrew alphabet, (as our guardian has informed 
our lodge in writing) there are four pair of letters, 
of which each pair is fo like, that, at firft view, 

they 
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they feem to be the fame ; Beth and Caph , Gimel 
and Nun, Cheth and Thai /, Daleth and Rjch ; and 
on thefe depend all their fignals and grips. 

Cheth and 7 hau are fhaped like two ftanding 
gallowfes, of two legs each. When two mo Jons 
accoft each other, one cries Cheth , the other an- 
fwers 7 hau ; fignifving, that they would fooner be 
hanged on the gallows than divulge the feaet . 

1 hen again, Beth and C jh are each like a gal¬ 
lows lying on one of the fide-pofts, and, whenufed 
as above, imply this pious prayer, A'loy all whs 
reveal the fecret, hang upon the gallows till it 
falls down This is their majlcr-fecrety generally 
called the great word . 

Daleth and Refch are like two half gallowfes, or 
a gallows cut in two at the crofs-flick on top; by 
which, when pronounced, they intimate to each 
other, that they would rather be half-hanged, than 
name either word or fignal before any but a brother % 
fo as to be underhood. 

When one fays Gimel , the other anfwers Nun ; 
then the firft again joining both letters together, 
repeats three times, Gimel-Nun , GemeUNun Gimel- 
Nun ; by which they mean, that they are united 
as one in interefts, fecrecy, and affe&ion. This laft 
word has in time been depraved in the pronunci¬ 
ation from Gimel-Nun to Gimellum , and at laft to 
Giblun , and lometimes Giblin ; which word being 
by lome accident difeovered, they now-a-days pre¬ 
tend it is but a mock-word , 

Another of their words has been maimed in the 
pronunciation by the illiterate ; that is, the letter 
Lamer h, which was the hujh word ; for, when 
fpoke by any b' other in a lodge , it was a warning to 
the reft to have a care of lifteners. It is now cor¬ 
ruptly pronounced Lan ; but the mafons pretended 
this alfo is a mock-word , for the fame reafon as Gi¬ 
blin. This play with the Hebrew alphabet is very 
antiently cailed the Manaboleth. 


When 
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When one brother orders another to walk like <t 
maforiy he mult walk four heps backwards; four 
becaufe, of the four pair of letters already men¬ 
tioned ; and backwards, becaufc the Hebrew is 
writ and read backwards. 

As to their myjlerious grips 9 they are as follows. 
If they be in company, where they cannot with 
fafetv, fpeak the above words, they take each c- 
ther by the hand ; one draws one of the letters of 
the Manaboleth with his fingers on the other’s hand, 
which he returns as infpeaking. 

It is worth observing, that a certain lodge in 
town publifhed fome time ago a flieet full of mock - 
mafinry, purely to puzzle and banter the town, 
with feveral falfe figns and words, as Mad-* or 
Adnriy writ backwards, Boas, Ninvod , Ja kins Pec¬ 
toral Guttural , &c. but not one word of the real 
ones, as \ou lee by what has been faid of the JVIa- 

NABOLETH. 

After King James Vi’s accefiion to the throne of 
England, he revived m&Jinry , of which he was 
Grand Mafter , both in Scotland and England : it 
had been entirely fupprelTtd by Queen Elifabcth, 
becaufe fhe could not get into the lecret. All per- 
fons of quality, after the example of the King, got 
themfelves admitted Free Alafons ; but they made 
a kind of Manaboleth in Englilh, in imitation 
of the true and ancient one: as I. O U. H. a 
gold key ; I owe-you each a gold key , H CCCC his 
ruin. Each forefees his ruin. I. C. U. B. YY, fes 
me, 1 fee y u to be too %ufe for me And a great deal 
more of the fame foolilli ftuff, which took its 
rife from a filly pun upon the word Bee; for you 

muft know, that - A bee has, in all agi» 

and nations, been the grand hieroglyphic of mafon - 
ry 9 becaufe it excels all other living creatures in 
the contrivance and commodioulncfs of its habita¬ 
tion or comb ; as, among many other authors*, 
Dr. Macgregor, now profeiTor of mathematic in 

Cambridge^ 
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Cambridge, (as our guardian informs us), bath 
learnedly demonftrated; nay, mafonry or building 
feems to be the very eflencc or nature of the bee ; 
for her building not the ordinary way of all other 
living creatures, is the generative caule which pro¬ 
duces the young ones ; (you know, I fuppofe, that 
bees are of m it her fex.) 

For this reafon the Kings of France, both Pa¬ 
gans and Chriftians , always eminent Free Mafons , 
carried three bees for their arms. But, to avoid 
the imputation of the Egyptian idolatry of worfhip- 
ping a bee , Clodovxus, their iirft Chriftian King, 
called them lilies, or flower-dt-luces, in which, not- 
withftandiug the fmall change made for difguife 
fake, there is ftili the exact figure of a bee. You 
have perhaps read of a great number of golden 
bees found in the coffin of a Pagan King of France 
near Bruffels, many ages after Christ, which he 
had ordered fhould be buried with him, in token 
of his having been a maf.n. 

The Egyptians, always excellent and ancient 
Free Mafons , paid divine worfliip to a bee, under 
the outward fhape of a bull , the better to conceal 
the myftery; which bull, by them called Apis, is 
the Latin word for a bee. The enigma reprefent- 
ing the bee by a bull confifts in this ; that, accord¬ 
ing to the doctrine of the Pythagoran lodge of Free 
Majons , the fouls of all the cow-kind tranfmigrate 
into bees ; as one Virgil a poet, much in favour 
with the Emperor Auguftus, becaufe of his pro¬ 
found fkill in mafonry, has deferibed; and Mr, 
Dry den has thus Jhewed. 

-A riftxus 

Four altars raifes ; from his herd he culls 
For flaughter four the faireft of his bulls. 

Four heifers from his female ltore he took. 

All fair, and all unknowing of the yoke ; 

2 


Nine 
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Nine mornings thence, with facrifice and pray'rs y 
The gods invok’d, he to the grove repairs. 

Behold a prodigy ! for from within. 

The broken bowels and the bloated ikin, 

A buzzing noile of bees his ears alarms ; 

Straight illue thro’ the fides affembling l'warms, c be. 

What modern mafons call a lodge, was, for the 
above reafon , by antiquity called a hive of Free 
Mafons. And, for the fame reafons, when a dif- 
fention happens in a lodge, the going off and form¬ 
ing another lodge is to this day called swarming; 

Our guardian is of opinion, that the prefent ma- 
fonry is fo tarnifhed by the ignorance of the work¬ 
ing, and fome other illiterate mafons, that very 
many, even whole lodges, fall under the cenlure of 
the venerable Chinefe brachman, whofe hiftory of 
the rife, progrefs, and decay of Free Mafonry, writ 
in the Chinefe tongue, is lately tranflated into a 
certain European language. This Chinefe fage fiys, 
the greateft part of current mafons judge of the 
myfteries and the ufe of that facred art, juft as a 
man perfectly illiterate judges of an excellent book ; 
in which; when opened to him, he finds no other 
beauties than the regular uniformity in every page, 
the exa&nefs of the lines in length, and equidif- 
tance, and blacknefs of the ink, and whitenefs of the 
paper : or, as the famous Britifh FreeMafon Merlin 
fays of the ftars in the firmament, when viewed by 
a child, &c. But I (hall not trouble you with the 
length of the quotation at prefent, becaufe Merlin 
and Friar Bacon on Free Mafonry are foon to be 
dreffed up in modern Englifh, and fold by our 
printer Mr Faulkner, if duly encouraged by fub- 
feribers ; and alfo a kev to P^aymundus Lullius, 
without whofe help, our guardian fays, it is impof- 
fible to come at the quinteffence of Free Mafonry. 

But fome will perhaps object, How came your 
unfworn guardian by this refined and uncommon 
Vol. X. * P p know- 
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knowledge in the great art ? To which I anfwer, 
that 

The branch of the lodge of Solomon’s temple,, 
afterwards called “ The lodge of St. John of Jeru- 
“ lalem,” on which our guardian fortunately hit, 
is, as I can ealily prove, the ancienteft and pureli 
now on earth ; from whence came the famous old 
Scottilh lodge of Kilwinning, of which all the kings 
ot Scotland have been from time to time grand 
mailers, without interruption, down from the days 
of Fergus, who reigned there more than two thou- 
fand years ago, long before the knights of St.John 
of Jtrufalem, or the knights of Malta ; to which 
two lodges I mud neverthelels allow the honour of 
having adorned the ancient Jewilh and Pagan ma- 
fonry with many religious and Chriftian rules. 

Fergus being eldeft fon to the chief king of Ire¬ 
land, was carefully inftrufted in all the "arts and 
fciences, elpecially in the natural magic, and the 
cabaliftical philofophy, (afterwards called the Roji- 
crucians), by the Pagan Druids of Ireland and Mo¬ 
na, the only true cabalifts then extant in the avellern 
world. . (For they had it immediately from the 
Phoenicians, Chaldeans, and Egyptians, which I, 
though but a woman, can prove). The Egyptians 
probably had it immediately from Abraham, as the 
icripture plainly hints in the life of that patriarch ; 
and it is allowed, I am told, by men of learning, 
that the occult as well as moral philofophy of all 
t ie Pagans was well befprinkled and enriched 
from the cabaliftical fchool of the patriarchs, and 
afterwards by the Talmudifts and other inferior 
rabbins, though the prevailing idolatry of thole 
days much depraved and vitiated it. 

Fergus before his defeent upon the Picks in Scot¬ 
land, railed that famous ftrufture, called to this 
day Carrick Fergus after his name, the moft myf- 
terious piece of architecture now on earth, (not ex¬ 
cepting the pyramyds of the Egyptian niafons, and 

their 
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their hieroglyphics, or Free Mafons figns); as any 
fkilful Free Mafon may eafily perceive, by examin¬ 
ing it according to the rales of the art. He built it 
as a lodge for his college of Free Mafons, in thofic 
days called Druids; which word, our guardian af- 
fures us, fignifies an oak in the Greek language, 
becaufe oak is one of the beft timber trees for build¬ 
ing, of which (efpecially the marine ar chi tenure) 
the Druids were the only matters, though your 
modern term of mafon implies no more than a work¬ 
er in ftone ; erroneoufly enough indeed, or at leaf! 
far fhort of the true and ancient term of Druid ; 
fince the marine architecture, the mod ufeful 
branch of the facred art, correfponds natu¬ 
rally and perfeClly with the term of Druid, 
or marker in oak , and hath nothing at all to do with 
ftones of any kind; till Jafon, a famous Druid or 
Free Mafon, ufed the load-ftone, when he went in 
queft of the golden fleece, as it is called in the enig¬ 
matical terms of Free Mafonry, or, more properly 
fpeaking, of the cabala, as Mafonry was called in 
thofe days. The ufe of the loadftone was then, 
and long after, kept as fecret as any of the other 
mytteries of the art, till by the unanimous confent 
of all the great lodges, the ufe of it was made pu¬ 
blic, for the common benefit of mankind. Jafon’s 
artificial frog had it fixed in his mouth ; and having 
a free fwing in an oaken bowl, half filled with wa¬ 
ter, always faced the north pole ; which gave rile 
to the poetical fable, that Jafon’s frog was a little 
familiar or fea-demon prefiding over the navigation, 
like any other angel-guardian; for Free Mafons in 
all ages, as well as now, have been looked upon to 
deal with fpirits or demons. And hence came that 
imputation which they have in many nations lain 
under, of being conjurers, or magicians ; witnefs 
Merlin of Friar Bacon. 

It is perhaps further worth remarking, that Ja¬ 
fon took one of the two facred vocal oaks of the 
P p 2 grove 
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grove of Dodona to make the keel of the Argos ; 
for fo his fh:p was called ; myfterioufly joining toge¬ 
ther architecture or mafonry, and the Druidical 
priefthood, or power of explaining the oracles. 
For our guardian will have it fo, that the Pagan 
priefthood was always in the Druids or mafons, and 
that there was a perceivable glimmering of the Jew¬ 
ish rites in it, though much corrupted, as I faid ; 
that the Pagan worihip was chiefly in groves of 
oak ; that they always looked upon the oak as fa- 
cred to Jupiter; whLh noion is countenanced 
(making allowance for the Paganifm) by the Pa¬ 
triarchs ; for you lee in Genefts. that Abraham 
facrificed under the oaks of Mamre. Jofliua indeed 
took a great ftone, and put it up under the oak, 
emblematically joining the two great elements of 
Mafonry to raife an altar for the L RD. 

Our guardian fays, that Caefar’s defeription of 
the Druids of Gaul, is as exa£t a picture of a lodge 
of Free Mafons as can poflibly be drawn. 

His realons for the Manaboleth are the better 
worth difeovering, for that I believe there are even 
fome mafons who know nothing of it, viz . That 
it hath been an ancient practice among the cabaliftic 
philosophers, to make every Hebrew letter a hiero¬ 
glyphic, myfterious in its figure above all other let¬ 
ters, as being thus lhaped and formed by the im¬ 
mediate directions of the Almighty, whereas all o- 
ther LE ITERS are of human invention. 

Secondly, That the Manaboleth has a very clofe 
and unconftraincd analogy with mafonry or archi¬ 
tecture ; for that every letter of the Hebrew alpha¬ 
bet, as alio of the byriac, Chaldaic, and Irifli al¬ 
phabets, derived from it, have their names from 
timber-trees, except fome few who have their names 
from (tones ; and I think it is pretty plain, that 
timber and ftone are as much the elements of ma- 
iomy, as the alphabet is of books ; which is a near 
a elation enough between architecture and learning 

of 
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of all kinds, and naturally fhews why the Druids, 
who took their title from a tree, kept learning and 
architecture jointly within themfelves. 

Next week fhall be publilhed the Free Mafons 
oath, witfy the remarks upon it of a young clergy¬ 
man, who has petitioned to be admitted chaplain to 
our lodge, which is to be kept at Mrs. Prater’s fe¬ 
male coftee-houfe, every Tuefday, from nine in the 
morning to twelve, and the tenth day of every 
month in the year; where all ladies of true hearts, 
and found morals, fhall be admitted without fwear- 

in g- 

I think it proper to infert the Free Mafons SONG, 
commonly fung at their meetings ; though, by the 
by, it is of as little fignification as the relt of their 
fecrets. It was writ by one Anderfon, as our guar¬ 
dian informs me. juft to put a good glofs on the 
myftery, as you may fee by the words. 



SONG. 

I. 

pOme let us prepare, 

^ We brothers that are 
AfTembled on merry occafion, 

Let’s drink, laugh, and fmg, 

Our wine has a fpring ; 

Here’s a health to an accepted MASON. 

II. 

The world is in pain 
Our fecrets to gain, 

And ft ill let them wonder and gaze on ; 

They ne’er can divine 
The word or the fign 
Of a free and an accepted MASON. 

III. 

’Tis this, and ’tis that. 

They cannot tell what. 

Why fo many great men in the nation 

Should 
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Should aprons put on, 

To make themfelves one 
With a free and an accepted MASON. 

IV. 

Great kings, dukes, and lords, 

Have laid by their fwords, 

Our myft’ry to put a good grace on, 

And ne’er been afham’d 
To hear themfelves nam’d 
With a free and an accepted MASON. 

V. 

Antiquity’s pride 
We have on our fide. 

And it maketh men juft in their ftation ; 
There’s nought but what’s good 
To be underftood 

By a free and an accepted MASON. 

VI. 

Then join hand in hand, 

To each other firm ftand: 

Let’s be merry and put a bright face on. 

What mortal can boaft 
So noble a toaft, 

As a free and an accpted MASON. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr. Faulkner, 

Our lodge unanimoufly defire you will give their 
fincere refpetts to your ingenious DRAPER, to 
whole pen we, as well as the reft of the nation, own 
ourfelves obliged. If he be not already a Free 
Mafon, he fhall be welcome to be our deputy- 
guardian. 

Your humble fervant, 

Thalestris. 


Tfrif eht Tfugua Nilbud. 


The 
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The LAST WILL of Dr. Swift, Dean 
of St. Patrick’s in Dublin *. 


TN the name of God, Amen. I Jonathan Swift r 
A Doctor in Divinity, and Dean of the Cathedral 
church of St. Patrick, Dublin, being at this pre- 
fent of found mind, although weak in body, do 
here make my laft will and teftament, hereby re- 
vocking all my former wills. 

Imprimis , I bequeath my foul to God, (in hum¬ 
ble hopes of his mercy through Jefus Chrift), and 
my body to the earth. And I defire, that my bo¬ 
dy may be in the great ifle of the faid cathedral, 
on the fouth fide, under the pillar next to the mo¬ 
nument of Primate N a it iffu s M a r I hf, three days after 
my deceafe, as privately as pofiible, and at"twelve 
o’clock at night; and that a black marble of 
feet fquare, and feven feet from the ground, fixed 
to the wall, may be erected, with the following in- 


* Swift’s will, like all his other writings, is draur. up in his own 
peculiar manner. Even in fo ferious a corapoGtion he cannot help 
indulging him!elf, in leaving legacies that carry with them an air of 
raillery and jeft. He difpofes of his three ais, ( is belt, his fecond 
beft, and hn third beft beaver) with an ironical lo enmity, that ren¬ 
ders the bequehs ridiculous. He bequeaths *< ro Mr J.»hn Gr ttan 
“ a filver-b x,” &c. [beiow, p. 3*1.] But his legacy to Mr. Robert 
Grattan is Bill more exr anrdin My. “ Item, I bequeath to the Reve- 
(t rend Mr. Robert Grattan,” Arc. fb low, p. 310.] Thefe are 
many Jaft impreflions of his turn, and W3y of thinking : and i dare 
fay, the periods thus diftinguiftied, look upon thefe inftances, a af¬ 
fectionate memorials of his fricnolhip, and as tokens of the joco'e 
manner in whkh he had treated them duiing his lifetime. Oire/y. 

f See his charaft^r, p. 281. 
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fcription in large letters, deeply cut, and flrongly 
gilded 

Hie DEPOSITVM EST CORPVS 

JONATHAN SWIFT, S. T. P. 

HVIVS ECCLF SIAE CATHEDRA TIS DECANI, 
Vbi SAEVA INDIGNATIO 

Vlterivs cor lacerare neqvit. 

Abi, viator, 

Et IMITARE, SI POTERIS, 
S'TRENVVM PRO VIRI LI LI BERT AT IS V INDICE My 
Obiit ANNO [MDCCXLV.] 

Mensis [OctobrisJ DIE [19] 
Aetatis anno [lxxviii.] 

Item , I give and bequeath to my executors all my 
worldly fublfance, of what nature or kind foever, 
(excepting fuch part thereof as is herein after par¬ 
ticularly devifed), for the following ufes and pur- 
pofes: that is to fay, to the intent that they, or the 
furvivors or furvivor of them, his executors, or 
adminiftrators, as foon as conveniently may be af¬ 
ter my death, fhall turn it all into ready money, 
and lay out the f une in purchafing lands of inheri¬ 
tance in fee llmple, fituate in any province of Ire 
land, except Connaught, but as near to the city of 
Dublin as conveniently can be found, and not in- 
cumbered with, or fubjeft to any leafes for lives 
renewable, or any terms for years longer than thir¬ 
ty-one. And 1 defire, that a yearly annuity of 
twenty pounds Sterling, out of the annual profits 
of fuch lands, when purchafed, and out of the 
yearly income of my laid fortune devifed to my ex¬ 
ecutors as nforefaid, until fuch purchafe fhall be 
made, fhall be paid to Rabecca Dingley of the city 

X ^ :s monumental inscription, written by himfelf, may confirm 
to you the obferfation which I formerly made [in vol. 7. p. 114], that 
he was notnn elegant writer of Latin. An harfher epitaph has feldom 
been enmpofed. It is ferree infe! igible; and if intelligible, is a proof 
he.w difficult a lafk it is, even for the* greateft genius, to draw his own 
character, or to reprefent himfelf and liis a&ions in a proper manner 
to poderity. Orrery , 
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tff Dublin, fpinfler, during her life, by two equal 
half-yearly payments, on the feafts of All Saints, 
and ct. Philip and St. Jacob; the firft payment to 
be made on luch of the faid feafts as lhall happen 
next after my death. And that the refidue of the 
yearly profits of the faid lands, when purchafed, 
and, until fuch purchafe be made, the reiidue of the 
yearly income and intereft of my faid fortune, de- 
vifed as aforefaid to my executors, lhall be laid out 
in purchafing a piece of land, fituate near St. Ste¬ 
ven’s hofpital, or, if it cannot be there had, fome- 
where in or near the city ot Dublin, large enough 
for the purpofes herein after-mentioned, and in 
building thereon an hofpital large enough for the 
reception of as many idiots and lunatics as the an¬ 
nual income of the faid lands and worldly fubftance 
lhall be fufficient to maintain. And I defire, that 
the faid hofpital may be called St. Patrick's Hofpital , 
and may be built in fuch a manner, that another 
building may be added unto it, in cafe the endow¬ 
ment thereof lliould be enlarged ; fo that the addi¬ 
tional building may make the whole edifice regular 
and complete, And my further will and defire is, 
that, when the faid hofpital fhall be built, the whole 
yearly income of the faid lands and eftate lhall, for 
ever after, belaid out in providing victuals, cloathing, 
medicines, attendance, and all other necefiaries for 
fuch idiots and lunatics as lhall be received into the 
fame; and in repairing and enlarging the building 
from time to time, as there may be occafion. And, 
if a fufficient number of idiots and lunatics cannot 
readily be found, I defire that incurables may be 
taken into the laid hofpital to lupply fuch deficien¬ 
cy ; but that no perfon fhall be admitted into it, 
that labours under any infectious difeafe : and 
that all fuch idiots, lunatics, and incurables, as fhall 
be received into the faid hofpital, lhall conftantly 
.live and refide therein, as well in the night as in the 
day ; and that the falaries of agents, receivers, o£- 
Vol. X. licerjjj 
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fleers, fervants, and attendants, to be emoloyed in 
the bufinefs of the (aid hofpital, ihall not in the 
whole exceed one fifth part of the clear yearly in¬ 
come or revenue thereof. And I further defire, 
that my executors, the fervivors or fervivor of them, 
or the heirs of fuch, Ihall not have power to demife 
any part of the laid lands io to be purchafed as a- 
forefaid, but with confent of the Lord Primate, the 
Lord High Chancellor, the Lord Archbiftiop of 
Dublin, the Dean of Chrift-church the Dean of 
St Patrick’s, the phylician to the ftate, and the 
furgeon-general, all for the time being, or the 
greater part of them, under their hands in writing ; 
and that no leafes of any part of the faid lands (hall 
ever be made, other than leafes for years not ex¬ 
ceeding thirty-one, in poifefiion, and not in rever¬ 
sion or remainder, and not difpunifhable of watte, 
whereon fhall be referred the beft and rnoft impro¬ 
ved rents that can reafonably and moderately, with¬ 
out racking the tenants, be gotten for the fame, 
without fine. Provided always, and it is my will 
and earneft defire, that no leafe of any part of the 
laid lands, fo to be purchafed as aforefaid, fhall 
ever be made to, or in rrutt for any perfon any way 
concerned in the execution of this truft, or to, or 
in truft for any perfon any way related or allied, 
either by confanguinity or affinity, to any of the 
perfons who Ihall at that time be concerned in the 
execution of this trutt ; and that if any leafes fhall 
happen to be made contrary to my inteniion above 
exprefied, the fame fhall be utterly void and of no 
eflech And I further defire, until the charter 
herein after-mentioned be obtained, my executors, 
or the furvivors or furvivor of them, his heirs, ex¬ 
ecutors, or adminiftrators, fhall not aft in the ex¬ 
ecution of this truft, but with the confent and ap¬ 
probation of the faid feven additional truftees, or 
the greater part of them, under their hands in 
writing ; and fhall, with fuch confent and appro¬ 
bation 
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bation as aforefaid, have power, from time to time, 
to make rules, orders, and regulations, for the 
government and direfiion of the laid hofpital. And 
T make it my requeft to my faid executors, that 
they may, in convenient time, apply to his Majefty 
for a charter to incorporate them, or fuch of them 
as {hall be then living, and the faid additional trus¬ 
tees, for the better management and conduct of this 
charity, with a power to purchafe lands ; and to 
fupplv bv elettion fuch vacancies happening in the 
corporation as (hall not be fupplied by fucceffion ; 
and fuch other powers as may be thought expedient 
for the tine execution of this truft. according to my 
intention herein before expreffed. And when iuch 
charter (hall be obtained, I defire, that my execu¬ 
tors, or the furvivors or furvivor of them, or the 
heirs of fuch furvivor, may convey to the u(e of 
fuch corporation in fee fimple, for the purpofes 
aforefaid, all fuch lands and tenements as (hall be 
purchafed in manner above-mentioned. Provi¬ 
ded always, and it is my will and intention, that 
my executors, until the faid charter, and afterwards 
the corporation to be hereby incorporated, fhall, 
out of the yearly profits of the faid lands, when 
purchafed, and out of the yearly income of my faid 
fortune, deviled to my executors as aforefaid, un¬ 
til fuch purchafe be made, have power to reimburfe 
themfelves for all fuch fums of th- ir own money as 
they fhall necellarily expend in the execution of this 
truft ; and that, until the faid charter be obtained, 
all a<fts which {hall at any time be done, in execu¬ 
tion of this truft, by the greater part of my execu¬ 
tors then living, with the confent of the greater 
part of the faid additional truftees, under their 
hands in writing, {hall be as valid and effectual, as 
if all mv executors had concurred in the fame. 

Item, Whereas I purchafed the inheritance of tire 
tithes of the pa ifh of Effernock near I fin, in the 
county of Meath, for two hundred and fixty pounds 
Q^q 2 Sterling, 
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Sterling, I bequeath the faid tidies to the vicars of 
Laracor for the time being; that is to fay, fo long 
as the prefect Epifcopal religion fhall continue to 
be the national eftablilhed faith and profeffion in 
this kingdom ; but, whenever any other form of 
Chriftian religion fliall become the eftabliflied faith 
in this kingdom, I leave the faid tithes of Effer- 
nock to be bellowed, as the profits come in, to the 
yoor of rhe faid parifh of Laracor, by a weekly 
proportion, and bv fuch officers as may then have 
the power of diftributing charities to the poor of 
the l aid parifh, while Chriflianity, under any lhape, 
fhall be tolerated among us, ftill excepting profefied 
Jews, Atheifls, and Infidels. 

Iteviy Whereas I have fome leafes of certain 
houfes in Kevin’s-ftrect, near the deanery houfe, 
built upon the Dean’s ground, and one other haufe 
now inhabited by Henry Land *, in Deanery-lane, 
alias Mitre-alley, fome of which leafes are let for 
forty-one years, or forty at leafl,. and not yet half- 
expired, 1 bequeath to Mrs Martha Whiteway my 
leafe or leafes of the faid houfes. I alfo bequeath 
to the faid Martha, my leafe of forty years of 
Goodmans holding, for which < I receive ten 
pounds per annum ; which are two houfes or more 
lately built. I bequeath alfo to the faid Martha, 
the ftftn of three hundred pounds Sterling, to be 
paid her by my executors out of my ready money, 
or bank-bills, immediately after my death, as foon 
as the executors meet. I leave moreover to the. 
faid Martha, my repeating gold watch, my yellow 
tortoife fliell fnuff-box, and her choice of four 
gold-rings, out of feven which f now poffefs. 

It/'m, 1 bequeath to Mrs. Mary Swift, alias Har- 
rifon, daughter of the faid Martha, my plain gold 
watch made by Quare; to whom alfo 1 give my 
Japan writing-deft, beltowed to me by my Lady 

* Sexton of St. Patrick’s cathedral. 

Worfely, 

« * 
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Worfely, my fquare tortoife-fhell fnnff-box, 
richly lined and inlaid with gold, given to me 
by the Right Honourable Henrietta now Countefs 
of Oxford, and the fe.d with a Pegafus, given to 
me by the Countefs of Granville. 

Item, I bequeath to Mr Frolliot Whiteway, eld- 
eft fon of the aforefaid Martha, who is bred to be 
an attorney, the fum of fixty pounds, as alio five 
pounds to be laid out in the purchafe of fuch law¬ 
books, as the Honourable Mr. Juftice Lindiay, 
Mr. btannard *, or Mr. M'Aulay f, iliall judge 
proper for him. 

Itc?n y I bequeath to Mr. John Whiteway, young- 
eft fon of the laid Martha, who is to be brought 
up a furgeon, the fum of one hundred pounds, in 
order to qualify him for a furgeon, but under the 
direction of his mother ; which faid lum of one 
hundred pounds is to be paid to Mrs. Whiteway, 
in behalf of her faid fon John, out of the arrears 
which iliall be due to me from my church livings, 
(except thofe of the Deanery-tithes, which are now 
let to the Reverend Dr. Wilfon) as loon as the 
faid arrears can be paid to my executors. I alfo 
leave the faid John five pounds, to be laid out in 
buying fuch phylical and chirurgical books as Dr. 
Grattan, and Mr. Nichols f, iliall think lit for 
him. 

Item , I bequeath to Mrs. Anne Ridgeway ||, now 
in my family, the profits of the leale of the two 
houl'es let to John Cownly, for forty years, of which 

* Ea'on Stannard, Efq; Recorder of the city of I?ulP.n See 
confderations-concerning the choice of a Recorder, in vol. 4. 

p. 47 1 * 

f Alexander M f Auhy, Efq; crtanfJh>r at law, and madejodgcof 
the confilWial court. Nov, 1*745. 

t John Nichols, Efq: fu.geon general. 

}| Daughter to Mrs. Brent, and who, for many years, had been 
his faithful domeftic f-iend. 
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only eight or nine are expired, for which the fa id 
Cownly payeth me nine pounds Sterling for rent 
yearly. I alfo bequeath to the faid Anne, the fum 
of one hundred pounds Sterling, to be paid her 
by my executors in fix weeks after my deceafe, out 
of whatever money or bank-bills I may poffefs when 
I die ; as alfo three gold rings, the remainder of the 
feven above mentioned, after Mrs. Whiteway hath 
made her choice of four; and all my fmall pieces 
of plate, not exceeding in weight one ounce and 
one third part of an ounce. 

Item, I bequeath to my dearefi: friend Alexander 
Pope of Twittenham, Efq; * my picture in minia¬ 
ture, drawn by Zinck, of Robert late Earl of Ox¬ 
ford. 

Item , I leave to Edward, now Earl of Oxford, 
my feal of Julius Cacfar, as alfo another feal, fup- 
pofed to be a young Hercules, both very choice 
antiques, and fet in gold; both which I chufe to 
beftow to the {aid Earl, becftufe they belonged to 
her late moft excellent Majefiy Queen Anne, of 
ever glorious, immortal, and truly pious memory, 
the real nurfing mother of all her kingdoms. 

Item , I leave to the Reverend Mr. James Stop- 
ford, Vicar of Finglafs, my pifture of King 
Charles I. drawn by Vandike, which was given to 
me by the faid James; as alfo my large picture of 
birds, which was given to me by Thomas Earl of 
Pembroke. 

Itrm, I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. Robert 
Grattan, Prebendary of St. Audeon’s, my gold 
bottle-fcrew, which he gave me, and my ftrong 
box, on condition of his giving the foie ufe 
of the faid box to his brother Dr. James Grattan, 
during the lire of the faid Doctor, who hath more 
occalion for it, and the fecond befi: beaver hat f 
iliall die pofTefied of. 

* Mr. Pope did not live to receive his legaev, havirrg died May 
3 ° *744 

Renij 
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Item, I bequeath to Mr. John Grattan, Preben¬ 
dary of Clonmethan, my filver box, in which the 
freedom of the city of Cork was prefented to me, 
in which I defire the faid John to keep the tobacco 
heufually cheweth, called pigtail. 

Item , I bequeath all my horfes and mares to the 
Reverend Mr. John Jackfo.i, Vicar of Santry, to¬ 
gether with all my horfe-furniture ; lamenting that 
I had not credit enough with any chief governor 
(fince the change of times) to get fome additional 
church-preferment for fo \irtuous and worthy a 
gentleman. I alfo leave him my third beft beaver 
hat. 

Item , I bequeath to the Reverend Dr. Francis 
Wilfon, the works of Plato in three folio vo¬ 
lumes, the Earl of Clarendon’s hifiory in three 
folio voumes, and my beft Bible ; together with 13 
fmali Perfian pictures in the drawing-room, and the 
fmall filver tankard given tome by the contribu¬ 
tion of fome friends whofe names are engraved at 
the bottom of the faid tankard. 

Item , I bequeath to the Earl of Orrery * the e- 
namelled filver plates to diftinguifii bottles of wine 
bv, given to me by his excellent Lady, and the 
half-length picture of the late Countefs of Orkney 
in the drawing-room. 

Item , I bequeath to Alexander M‘Aulay, Efq; 
the gold box in which the freedom of the city of 
Dublin was prefented to me, as a teftimony of the 
efteem and love I have for him, on account of his 
great learning, fine natural parts, unaffe<fted 
piety, and benevolence, and his truly honour¬ 
able zeal in defence of the rights of the cler¬ 
gy, in oppofition to all their unprovoked op- 
preflors. 


* Author of th- Remarks cm 
jmblifhed in 1752. 


tie life end writings <f Dr. Swift , 
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Item> I bequeath to Deane Swift, Efq; f Hiy 
large Elver ftandifh, conEfting of a large Elver- 
plate, an ink-pot, a land-box, and a bell of the 
fame metal. 

It-m , I bequeath to Mrs. Mary Barber,‘the medal 
of Queen Anne and Prince George, which flic 
formerly gave me. 

Item, I leave to the Reverend Mr John Worral $ 
my beft beaver hat. 

Item, I bequeath to the Reverend Dr. Patiick 
Delany * my medal of Queen Anne in Elver, and 
on the reverfe the biEiops of England kneeling be- 
lore her Moft Sacred Majefty. 

Item, I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. James 
King, Prebendary of Tipper, my large gilded me* 

f Author of the Effay on the life, writings, and character of Dr . 
Swift, published in 1755. 

t Vicar to the Dean of Chrift church, and matter of both choirs. 
He was a foundling, for which reafon Swift ufed to call him Md- 
tbifedek. Though he was not a man of an improved underttapding, 
nor a man of humour, yet he was a good walker, ever in the way, 
and always at the command of D,. Swift. His wife, a neat, clean 
looking woman in her drefs, underttood the bufinefs of markettin-r 
perfectly well ; had ttudied what the Dean like! ; and if the markets 
afforded any thing mce, when the Dean's -ttomach, as years came 
on, began to be in fome meafure weak and capricious, flie confiant- 
ly bought it tor him, and fent it home to the deanery. From a prin¬ 
ciple of wifdom, taking the world as he f und it, no man ever ff ti¬ 
died more than Swift did, to reduce every man’s talents to his own 
particular gratification. H c uld featt upon the delicacies of wit 
and learning, when they happened »o fall in hi* way ; and at other 
times be content with plain common entertainment. He could 
laugh, and drink a bottle with Sheridan over night j and the next 
morning walk into ;he fields, and prattle to Worral. Perhaps there 
never was a man equally de rous with Dr. Swift, to have a compa¬ 
nion always at his beck, of , < me f ort or other . andj w * nh( u . dil \ 
pute, throughout all Dublin he could not have fixed upon another 
jo exactly calculated to rec ive his commands, and efpeciaUy to at¬ 
tend him in his morning exeicife, .*s Mr. Worral. He died fome 
time after the Dean, worth a good deal of monev 5 500 1 . of which 
his executors appropriated to the Dolor’s hofpitaf, and coo 1. each to 
two other hofpitals. Swift, 

* The fame 10 whom the Dean addrcfHs feveral copies of verfes, 
?n v 1. S. and of \shom he gives an excellent character above. 
‘ 4 >. 7C. 
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dal of King Charles I. and on the reverfe a crown 
of martyrdom, with other devices. My will never- 
thelefs is, that, if any of the above named legatees 
should die before me, that then, and in that cafe, 
the refpective legacies to them bequeathed lhall re¬ 
vert to myfelf, and become again fubjedl to my dif- 
pofal. 

Item, Whereas I have the leafe of a field in truft 
for me, commonly called the vineyard let to the 
Reverend Dr. Francis Corbet, and the trufi: de¬ 
clared by the faid Doctor ; the faid field, with fome 
land on this fide of the road, making in all about 
three acres, for which I pay yearly to the dean 
and chapter of St. Patricks *** 

Whereas I have built a ftrong wall round the faid 
piece of groud, eight or nine feet high, faced to 
the fouth afpedt with brick, which colt me above 
fix hundred pounds Sterling; and likewife another 
piece of ground, as aforefaid, of half an acre, ad¬ 
joining to the burial-place, called the Cabbage- 
garden, now tenanted by William White, gardener; 
my will is, that the ground inclofed by the great 
wail may be fold for the remainder of the leafe, at 
the higheft price my executors can get for it, in 
belief and hopes, that the faid price will exceed 
three hundred pounds at the lowed: value. For 
which my fuccellorin the deanery fhall have thefird: 
refufal ; and it is my earned: defire, that the fuc- 
ceeding deans and chapters may preferve the faid 
vineyard, and piece of land adjoining, where the 
faid White now liveth, fo as to be always in the 
hands of the fucceeding deans, during their office, 
by each dean leffening one fourth of the purchafe- 
money to each fucceeding dean, and for no more 
than the prefent rent. 

And 1 appoint the Honourable Robert Lind- 
fay *, one of the judges of the court of common 


* See a poem wrote by this gentleman, intitled, A dialogue be¬ 
tween a lawyer and Dr % Swift, in v*»l. 8. p. 270. 
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pleas ; Henry Singleton, Efq; Prime Serjeant to 
his Majefty ; the Reverend Dr. Patrick Delany, 
Chancellor of St. Patrick’s : the Reverend Dr. 
Francis Wilfon, Prebendary of Kilmacktolway ; 
Eaton Stannard, Efq-, Recorder of the city of Dub¬ 
lin ; the Reverend Mr. R.obert Grattan, Preben¬ 
dary of St. Audeon’s; the Reverend Mr. John 
Grattan, Prebendary of Clonmethan; the Reve¬ 
rend Mr. James Stopford, Vicar of Finglafs, the 
Rev. Mr James King, Prebendary of Tipper ; 
and Alexander M‘Aulay, Efq; my executors. 

In witnefs whereof, I have hereunto fet my 
hand and feal, and published and declared this as 
my laft will and teflament, this third day of May, 
1740. 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 

Signed, fealed, and publifbed by the above- 
named Jonathan Swift , in the prejence of 
us who have fubferibed our names in his 
prefence . 


Jo. Wynne. 

Jo. Rochfort. 
William Dunkin. 


nwm. 

yusm 

ym 

m 


Two 






I 3*5 ] 


Two LETTERS to the Earl of ORRERY, de- 
fcribing the melancholy iituation of Dr. Swift’s 
health and underftanding. 

I. Mrs. MARTHA WHITEWAY’s * Letter. 

My Lord, Dublin . Nov. 22. 1742. 

'"THE eafy manner in which you reproach me for 
not acquainting you with the poor Dean’s fitu- 
ation, lays a frefh obligation upon me; yet mean 
as an excufe is for a fault, I lhail attempt one to 
your Lordlhip ; and only for this reafon, that you 
may not think me capable of neglecting any thing 
you could command me. 1 told you in my laft 
letter, the Dean’s under Handing was quite gone, 
and 1 feared the farther particulars would only 
lhock the tendernefs of your nature and the me¬ 
lancholy fcene make your heart ach, as it has of¬ 
ten done mine I was the laft perfon whom he 
knew ; and when that part of his memory failed, 
he was fo outrageous at feeing any body, that I 
was forced to leave him, nor could he reft for a 
night or two after feeing any peri on ; fo that all 
the attendance which I could pay him was, calling 
twice a week to inquire after his health, and to 
obferve that proper care was taken of him, 
and durft only look at him while his back 
was towards me, fearing to difeompofe him. 
He walked ten hours a-day, would not eat 
or drink if his fervant ftaid in the room. His 
meat was ferved up ready cut, and fometimes 
it would lie an hour on the table before he would 


* The lady mentioned in feveral of Swift's letters, and in his 
will, in this volume. 

Rr 2 touch 







3 x6 TWO LETTERS, &c. 

touch it, and then eat it walking. About fix 
weeks ago, in one night’s time, his left eye levelled 
as large as an egg, and the lid Mr. Nichols (his 
furgeon) thought would mortify, and many large 
boils appeared upon his arms and body, lhe tor¬ 
ture he was in, is not to be deferibed. Five per- 
fons could fcarce hold him for a week, from tear¬ 
ing out his own eyes ; and, for near a month, he 
did not fleep two hours in twenty-four : yet a mo¬ 
derate appetite continued ; and what is more to be 
wondered at, the laft day of his illnefs he knew 
me perfectly well, took me by the hand, called me 
by my name, and (hewed the fame pleafure as ufuai 
in feeing me. I aiked him, if he would give me a 
dinner? He faid, to be fure, my old friend. Thus 
lie continued that day, and knew the doctor and 
furgeon, and all his family lo well, that Mr. Ni¬ 
chols thought it pofiible he might return to a (hare 
of under (landing, fo as to be able to call for what 
he wanted, and to bear fome of his old friends to 
amule him. But, alas ! this pleafure to me was 
but of (liort duration ; for the next day or two it 
was all over, and proved to be only pain that had 
roufed him. He is now free from torture ; his 
eye almoft well ; very quiet, and begins to deep; 
but cannot, without great difficulty, be prevailed on 
to walk a turn about his room ; and yet, in this 
way, the phyficians think he may hold out for 
for fome time. I am, my Lord. 

Your Lordlhip’s molt obedient, 
humble fervant, 

M. WHITEWAY. 

What a fhocking, what a melancholy account is 
this ! of how (mall eftimation muft the greateft 
genius appear in the light of God ! 


II. 
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II. Mr. DEANE SWIFT’s * LETTER 


Dublin , April 1744 


My Lord 


8 to the llorv of 0 poor old m >n ! I inquired in- 



t\ to it. The Dean did fay fomething upon his fee¬ 
ing himfclf in the glafs; but neither Mrs. Ridgeway, 
Dor the lower fervants, could tell me what it was he 
laid. I delired them to recolledl it,by the time when 
I lliould come again to the deanery. 1 have been 
there lince, they cannot recoiled! it. A thoufand 
ftories have been invented of him within thefe two 
years, and impofed upon the world. I thought this 
might have been one of them ; and yet I am now 
inclined to think there may be fome truth in it: fer 
on Sunday the 17th of March, as he fat in his chair, 
upon the houlckeeper’s moving a knive from him 
as he was going to catch it, he fhrugged his lhoul- 
ders, and, racking himfclf, faid, / am what l am, 
lam what I am : and, about lix minutes afterwards, 
repeated the fame words two or three times over. 

His fervant fhaves his cheeks, and all his face as 
low as the tip of his chin, once a-week ; but under 
the chin, and about the throat, when the hair 
grows long, it is cut with fcilFars. 

Sometimes he will not utter a Tyliable ; at other 
times he will lpeak incoherent words ; but he ne¬ 
ver yet, as far as I could hear, talked nonfenfe, or 
faid a foolifli thing 

About four months ago, lie gave me great trou¬ 
ble : he feemed to have a mind to talk to me. In 
order to try what he would fay, I told him, I came 
to dine with him ; and immediately his houfekeep- 


* Author of the ECay on the life, character. Src. of Dr. Swift. 
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er, Mrs. Ridgeway, faid, “ Won’t you give Mr. 
<c Swift a glafs of wine, Sir ?” He fhrugged hi3 
fhoulders, juft as lie ufed to do when he had a 
mind that a friend lliould fpend the evening with 
him. Shrugging his fhoulders-, your Lordlhip may 
remember, was as much as to fay, “ You’ll ruin 
“ me in wine.” I own I was fcarce able to bear 
the fight. Soon after, he again endeavoured, with 
a good deal of pain, to find words to fneak to me ; 
at lalt, not being able, after many efforts, he gave 
a heavy figh, and, I think, was afterwards filent. 
This puts me in mind of what be faid about five 
days ago. He endeavoured feveral times to fpeak 
to his lervant, (now and then he calls him by his 
name) : at laft, not finding words to exprefs what 
he would be at, after fome uneafinefs, he faid, 
c< lam a fool.” Not long ago, the fervant took 
up his watch that lay upon the table to fee what o’ 
clock it was ; he faid, u Bring it here and when 
it was brought, he looked very attentively at it. 
Some time ago, the fervant was breaking a large 
ftubborn coal; he faid, “ That’s a Rone, vou 
“ blockhead.” ’ y 

In a few days, or fome very fhort time, after 
guardians had been appointed for him, I went into 
his dining-room, where he was walking; I faid 
fomething to him very infignificant, I know not 
what; but, inRead of making any kind of anfwer 
to it, he faid, “ Go, go/’ pointing with his hand 
to the dooi ; and immediately afterwards, raifin° r 
his hand to his head, he laid, “ My beR under- 
“ Randingand fo broke off abruptly, and walked 
away. 1 am, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip’s moR obedient, 

and moft humble fervant, 

Deane Swift. 

An 
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An Account of the fituation of Dr. SWIFT’s 
health and mind, from 1739 to his death, at the 
latter end of October 1745; with a Diflertation 
on LUNACY and IDIOTIbM. 

By the Earl of ORRERY. 

T HE total deprivation of Dr. Swift’s fenfes came 
upon him by degrees. In the year 1736, 3 
remember him feizedwith a violent fit of giddinets. 
He was at that time writing a latirical poem, caF 
led The legion-club % but he found the etfe&s of his 
giddinefs fo dreadful, that he left the poem unfl- 
nifhed; and never afterwards attempted a compo¬ 
sition of any length, either in verfe or prole. How¬ 
ever, his converfation itill remained the lame, live¬ 
ly and fevere ; but his memory gradually grew 
worfe and worfe ; and as that decreafed and was 
impaired, he appeared every day more fretful 
and impatient. From the year 1 739 to the lattei 
end of 1741) his friends found his pafiions lo vio¬ 
lent and ungovernable, his memory lo decayed, 
and his reafon fo depraved, that they took the ut- 
moft precautions to keep all Grangers from ap¬ 
proaching him ; for, till then, he had not ap¬ 
peared totally incapable oi converfation : but early 
in the year 1742, the fmall remains of his under- 
ftanding became entirely confufed, and the vio¬ 
lence of his rage increafed abfolutely to a degree 
of madnefs. In this miferable ftate, he feemed to 
be appointed as the firft proper inhabitant for his 
own hcfpital; efpeciallv, as from an outrageous lu- 
r natic, 
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natic, he funk afterwards into a quiet, fpeechlefs 
idiot ; and dragged out the remainder of his life 
in that helplefs lituation. He died towards the 
latter end of October 1745. The manner of his 
death was eafv, without the lead: pang or convul¬ 
sion. Even the rattling in his throat was fcarce 
Sufficient to give any alarm to his attendants, till 
within fome very little time before he expired. A 
man in full poflcflion of his reafon would have 
wifhed for iuch a kind of diffolution ; but Swift 
was totally infenfible of happinefs or pain. He had 
not even the power or expreflion of a child ; ap¬ 
pearing, for fome years before his death, referved 
only as an example to mortify human pride, and to 
reverfethat fine defeription of human nature, which 
is given us by Shakefpear in an inimitable man¬ 
ner. “ What a piece of work is man ! how noble 
€i in reafon! how infinite in faculty ! in form and 
“ moving, how exprefs and admirable ! in action, 
<c how like an angel ! in apprehension, how like a 
11 a god ! the beauty of the world, the paragon of 
Ci animals.” Thus poets paint; but how vain and 
perifhable is the picture ? The fmalleft thunderbolt 
from heaven blafts it in a moment, and every tinct 
Is fo effectually obliterated, that fcarce the outlines 
of the figure remain. 

Swift certainly forefaw his fate. His frequent 
attacks of giddinefs, and his manifeft defeat of me- 
rnoi 7' S ave r oom for f'uch apprehenlions. I have 
often heard him lament the Rate of childhood and 
Idiotifm, to which lome of the greateft men of 
this nation were reduced before their death. He 
mentioned, as examples, within his own time, the 
Duke of Marlborough, and Lord Somers ; and 
wnen he cited thofe melancholy inftances, it was 
always with a heavy figh, and with geftures that 
ihewed great uneafinefs, as if he felt an impulfe of 
what was to happen to him before he died, 
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Unlefs I am mifinformed, he died worth about 
twelve thoufand pounds, inclufive of the fpecific 
legacies mentioned in his will, and which may be 
computed at the fum of twelve hundred pounds ; 
fothat the remainder, near eleven thoufand pounds, 
is intirely applicable to the hofpital for idiots and 
lunatics: a charitable foundation, particularly 
beneficial in thefe kingdoms, where the epidemic 
diiiemper of lunacy is lo prevalent, that it will con- 
ftantly furnifh the largeft building with a lufiicient 
number of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered, as arifing 
from a depraved imagination, and muft therefore 
be originally owing to a fault in the body, or the 
mind. We fee inilances every day, where, in fe¬ 
vers, all the powers of fenfe and reafon are utterly 
overturned by a raging madnefs. This frenzy con¬ 
quers, or is conquered loon : but, from more flow 
and chronical caufes, fuch obftru&ions may be 
formed, as gradually to produce various degrees 
of this diforder, and to remain invincible to the 
very laft moments of life. Nothing more ltrongly 
difpofes the mind to this depraved ftate, than too 
fixed an attention to any particular object. Mr. 
Locke, if my memory does not deceive me, defines 
madnefs as arifing from fome particular idea, or 
let of ideas, that make fo ftrong an imprefiion up¬ 
on the mind as to banifh all others; and the per- 
fons affefted are chcarful or melancholy, well- 
tempered or fierce, according as the objects and i- 
deas of their minds are different. From hence it is 
evident, that we ought to confider the ftrength of 
the mind, even in the purfuit of knowledge, and 
often to vary our ideas by exercife and amufements; 
conftantly fixing a ftrict guard againft any pafiion 
that may be prevalent in too high a degree, or may 
acquire an habitual ftrength and dominion over us. 
Pafilons are the gales of life; and it is our part to 
take care that they do not rife into a tempeft. 
Vol.X. Sf Love, 
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Love, with all its charms, mud be reftrainecl 
within proper bounds, otherwife it will torture that 
bread which it was formed to delight. Love contains 
within itfelf a variety of other pallions, and laysfuch 
a foundation of madnefs in the mind, that the fren¬ 
zy, in this particular cafe, never fails to appear 
in its full force, and to difplay itfelf in all its 
drength of horror. 

Religion, which can only make the mind happy, 
and is our fured and bed defence againd the pafli- 
ons, if confidered in a wrong and melancholy view, 
has often perverted the feat of reafon, and given 
more inhabitants to Bedlam than any other caufe. 
A religious lunatic is miferable, even to the deeped 
tortures of defpair. 

The mifer, whom I mud always rank among 
madmen, heaps up gold with an anxiety that af¬ 
fects his looks, his appetite, and his deep. The 
wretch dreads poverty in the centre of plenty : 
and darves, only becaufe he dares not tafte thofe 
fruits which appear mod agreeable to his defires. 

In fome other fpecies of madnefs, the perfons 
affe<dcd are really more happy than in their fenfes, 
and it isalmod a crime to banifii the agreeable de- 
luiion. You remember the cafe of the citizen of 
Argos, who, after a falutiferous dole of Hellebore, 
cried out, 


Pol me occidijlis , amici , 

Non fervajlis (ait) cui fic extorta voluptas y 
Et demptusper vim mentis gratijjimus error . 

Such again would be the cafe of the beau of 
Bedlam, who, amidd darknefs and confinement, dill 
retains his pride and felf admiration ; drelies him- 
fclf up in draw indead of embroidery ; and, when 
fudered to go to the window, imagines that he 
captivates every female, who chances to pafs 

through 
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through Moor-fields. Is not fuch a man happier 
in his madnefs, than in his fenfes. 

To fpecify the many different claffes of madmen, 
would be endlefs. They are innumerable : fo that 
it is almofl a rare felicity to enjoy mens Jana in cor - 
pore fajio. Some men have owed their reputation 
and luccefs in the world to a tindhire of madnefs ; 
while others, merely from a fuperior underftand- 
ing have been ranked among lunatics. Of the lat¬ 
ter fort Hippocrates (whom I wifh you to look up¬ 
on as a claflic author, as well as a phyfician) gives 
a remarkable instance in one of his letters. He 
lays, he was fent for by the people of Abdera to 
cure Democritus of madnefs; but, to his furprife, 
he found him the wifeft man of the age, and, by 
his laughing manner of talking and reafoning, he 
almoft convinced Hippocrates, that all the reft of 
the world except Democritus were mad. It is 
not improbable, that madnefs has been coteval 
with mankind. There have certainly been many 
inftances of it among the Greeks and Ro¬ 
mans. Among the Jews, the enthufiaftic fu¬ 
ry of Saul is equally remarkable with the ecftatic 
rage of Nebuchadnezzar. Nor have any parts 
of the world, I believe, entirely efcaped this 
raging evil. It was frequently miftaken for infpi- 
ration ; and the prophetic Sybils were obliged to 
put on the airs and looks of madnefs, to obtain 
an implicit belief to their prophecies. From 
thefe facerdotal impofitions, mail people reaped 
fome remarkable advantages. They were often 
looked upon as meffengers fent by heaven, to de¬ 
clare the will of the gods, and the prophetical de¬ 
crees of fate; they were revered as perfons facred 
and divine ; and inftead of fcourges, they received 
tokens of adoration. In how great a degree muft 
the fubtihy of priefts have prevailed, when they 
could make one of the greatell curfes that attends 
human life appear one of the greateft blcflings ? 

S f 2 Lunatics 
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Lunatics are fo called from the influence which 
the moon has over bodies, when its attractive 
power is greateft, by which means the preflure of 
the atmofphere being leflened, the humours of the 
body are more rarefied, and produce a greater 
plenitude in the veflels of the brain. This has 
been illuftrated by our good and learned friend 
Dr. Mead, in his treatife De impetio luna et Jolis : 
and I have particularly obferved, that, in the laft 
book which he publilhed, intitled, Mo*iita et pre- 
cepta medico, he takes notice, in his chapter de in¬ 
fant i, “ that the blood of fuch perfons, who have 
“ been moft liable to this malady, was thick and 
“ fizy, and, upon difle&ion, their brain always 
“ appeared dry, and their veflels filled with black 
“ fluggilh bloodfrom whence perhaps we may, 
in fome meafure, account for the principal fource 
of Swift’s lunacy; his countenance being dark, 
bilious, and gloomy, and his eyes fometimes fixed 
and immoveable for a long time. Horace, I re¬ 
member, attributes the madnefs of Oreftes to a 
phylical caufe, where he fays, 

vocando 

Heine furiam^ hunc aliud , jujfit quodfplcndida bills . 

So that difeafes formed originally in the mind, 
often bring on this diforder, and by degrees affeft 
the body; efpecially in iuch conflitutions as have 
any tendency to this diftemper. But what can be 
the reafon that it is fo remarkably epidemical in 
thefe kingdoms ? I am inclined to believe, that it 
muft be owing to the groflhefs of our food, and to 
our immoderate ufe of fpirituous liquors; the one 
frequently caufing the deepeft melancholy, the o- 
ther the moft unlimited rage. Our climate is fo 
variable and uncertain, and our atmofphere is fo 
perpetually filled with clouds and fulphureous va¬ 
pours, that thefe caufes muft neceflarily have a great 
efteef upon the natural impatience and inconitancy 
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of the inhabitants. We are apt to revel in a free 
indulgence of our paflions; and they are as apt to 
agitate and enervate the fibres of the brain, and to 
imprint by degrees many fatal impreflions, that 
can never be eradicated from the mind. Even the 
greateft blefiing we enjoy, the freedom of our laws, 
may, I am afraid, in fome meafure, contribute to 
thofe rafh actions, that often end in dreadful mur¬ 
ders of the word kind, parricide, and fuicifm. 
Men muft be reckoned in the highelt clafs of luna¬ 
tics, who are capable of offending the great Author 
of nature, by depriving themielves of that life 
which he only has a right of taking away, becaufe 
he only had the power of giving it. No pcrfon in 
his fenfes can voluntarily prefer death to life. Our 
delires of exiftence are fixong and prevalent; they 
are born with us: and our ideas of a future fiate 
are not lufficiently clear, to make us fond of hur¬ 
rying into eternity : efpecially as eternity itfelf muff 
ever remain incomprehenfible to finite beings. Hu¬ 
man nature has an abhorrence, and a terror of its 
own dilfolution. I'he philotopher fubmits to death, 
becaufe he looks upon it as a necelfary event; in 
the mean time, he ufes every method of prudence, 
and every art of caution, to lengthen out life as far as 
he pofllbly can extend it, and to prevent the lead 
accident that may bring on death one hour looner 
than the laws of the human ftructure require The 
military hero meets the king of terrors more from 
the dictates of reafon, than the impulfes of nature. 
His fame, his fortune, every object that can be 
dear to him, depend upon his refolution to die. 
He expofes himfelf to the danger of being dedroy- 
ed, becaufe an effort of fecuring his life, mull: be 
attended with contempt and infamy. Bur, on the 
other hand, who would wantonly chufe death, un- 
lefs he were agitated to fuch a choice by the fumes 
and vapours of a difiempered brain ? 

The fubjedts, where arbitrary power is edablilh- 
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ed, live in a continual ftate of dread and apprc- 
henfion, and all their other paflions are fubdued 
by fear; fo that fewer inftances of fuicide have 
appeared in defpotic governments, than in king¬ 
doms where liberty is more prevalent, and where 
the paflions are leis reftrained. 

The diet, the air, and the political conftitution 
of a country, give the peculiar, and diltinguifliing 
character of the people : and as the charadteriftics 
change, the inhabitants undergo the fame meta- 
morphofes. How different are the modern Italians 
from the ancient Romans ? If Brutus were now 
living, he would probably acquiefce in the depend¬ 
ing ftate of a cardinal, and the Papal crown would 
be unanimoufly preiented to Csefar. 

The melancholy cafe of Dr. Swift, has, I find, 
feduced me into a long digreffion. When I am 
writing to you, I give a full icope to my thoughts, 
and wander licentiouflv out of my fphere. 1 aim 
at placing all obfervations in your way, which I 
think can be of any ufe in your future road of life. 
But why talk to you on the melancholy effects of 
madnefs? only to obferve in general, that temper¬ 
ance, exercife, philofophy, and true religion, are 
the fureft means to make men happy, and to pre- 
ferve them from a contagious malady, to which 
the inhabitants of thefe kingdoms are unfortunate¬ 
ly liable. 

A ftate of idiotifm is lefs deplorable, not lefs 
Ihocking than that of madnefs. Idiots are afflict¬ 
ed with no turbulent paflions They are innocent 
and liarmlefs and often excite pity, but never oc- 
caiion fear The proverb tell us, They are the fa¬ 
vour tes of Fortune. But I fuppofe it alludes only 
to thofe fooli who can number twenty rightly, and 
can tell the days of the week : and alas ! thofe are 
no idiots in the eye of the law. The abfolute na¬ 
turals owe their wretchednefs to a wrong formati¬ 
on in their brain, or to accidents in their birth, or 

the 
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the dregs of fevers and other violent diftempers* 
The latt was the cafe of the Dean of St. Patrick’s, 
according to the account fent me by his two relati¬ 
ons Mrs. Whitewav and Mr. Swift * : neither of 
whom, I think, make the lead: mention of a deaf- 
nefs that, from time to time, attacked the^ Dean, 
and rendered him extremely miferable. You will 
find him complaining of this misfortune in feveral 
parts of his writings; elpecially in his letters (of 
the tenth volume) to Dr. Sheridan. Poftibly iome 
internal preiTiire upon his brain might fir If have 
aftedted the auditory nerves, and then, bv degrees, 
might have increafed, fo as entirely to flop up that 
fountain of ideas, which had bclore Ipread itfelf 
in the moft ditfufive and furpriling manner. 

Having juft now hinted to you the advantages 
that have accrued to madmen, 1 ought not to c- 
mit the honours that have been paid to fools. In 
former ages the courts of France and England were 
not thought completely imbelliftted without a fa¬ 
vourite idiot, who bore die title of the King’s jefter 
and who was as remarkably diftinguifhed by a cap 
and bells, as his royal mafter was diftinguifhed by 
a diadem and robes. Phis animal, like Junius 
Brutus, frequently aflumed the face and behaviour 
of folly, to anfwer his own particular views and 
advantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity recom¬ 
mended him in thofe places, where truths, if fpo- 
ken by a man of fenfe, were difagreeable and dan¬ 
gerous. If he had not the honour, like Brutus, to 
fave his country, at lead: he had the happinefs to 
fecure himfelf: and his expreflions were often fo 
full of humour and farcafm that, to this day, they 
are recorded as pieces of wit. Such was the fa¬ 
mous reply of Archy to K. James I. when his Ma- 
jefty, amidft all his wifdom, was fufEcientlyinfpired 
with folly, to fend his only fon into Spain. But 

•319. 
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fools at prefent are no longer admired in courts $ 
or, if they are, they appear there without their cap 
and bells. 

And now, to quit reflections that tend in gene¬ 
ral rather to terrify than to improve the under- 
ftanding, let me obferve, in honour of my friend 
Swift, that his eftablifhment of an hofpital for idi¬ 
ots and lunatics, is remarkably generous; as the 
unhappy perfons who receive the benefit, mud for 
ever remain infenfible of their benefactor. 
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An account of a Monument erefted to the 
memory of Dr. Swift in Ireland. 

Taken from the Dublin Journal. 

S I R, 

T Have at laft fmifhed what you have often heard 
me wifh I might be able to do, a monument 
fcr the greateft genius of our ag , the late Dean 
of St. Patrick's. The thing in itlelf is but a trifle ; 
but it is more than I fhouid ever have attempted, 
had I not with indignation feen a country (fo ho¬ 
noured by the birth of fo great a man, and fo faith¬ 
fully ferved bs him all his life) fo long and fo 
fhamefully negligent in erecting fome monument 
of gratitude to his memory Countries are not 
wife in fuch a neglect; for they hurt themlelves. 
Men of genius are encouraged to apply their ta¬ 
lents to the fervice of their country, when they fee 
in it gratitude to the memory of thofe that have 
deferved well of them. The ingenious Pere Caftcll 
told me at Paris, that he reckoned it the greateft 
misfortune to him, that he was not born an Kng- 
lifhman; and when he explained himfelf, it was 
only for this, that, after two hundred years, they 
had erected a monument to Shakefpear : and an¬ 
other to a modern, but to the greateft of them. 
Sir Ifaac Newton. Great fouls are very difintereft- 
ed in the affairs of life ; they look for fame and im¬ 
mortality, fcorning the mean paths of intcreft and 
lucre: and, furely, in an age fo mercenary as ours, 
men fhouid not be fo fparing to give public marks 
of their gratitude to men of fuch virtue, dead, 
however they may treat them living; ilncc, in fo 
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doing, they befpeak, and almoft infui e to them- 
felves a fucceflion of fuch ufeful perfons in fociety. 
It is with this view that I determined to throw in 
my mite. 

In a fine lawn below my houfe, I have planted 
an hippodrome. It is a circular plantation, con¬ 
fiding of five walks ; the central of which is a 
horfe-courfe, and three rounds make exactly a 
mile. All the lines are fo laid out, that, from the 
centre, the fix rows of trees appear but one, and 
form ico arches round the field; in the centre of 
which I have erected a mount, and placed a mar¬ 
ble column on its proper pedeftal, with all the 
decorations of the order; on the fummit of which 
I placed a Pegafus, juft Teeming to take flight to 
heaven ; and on the dye of the pedeftal I have en¬ 
graved the following infeription, wrote by an inge¬ 
nious friend. 

In memoriam Jonathan Sw if t, S.T.P. virifine 
pari. 

Aonidum fontes aperis, divine pocta y 
Arte nova ; athereas propriis ut Pegafus alis 
Scande dornos: ate mum addet tua fama columna 
Huicmemori decus ; hie, tanti qua pofumus u mb ram 
Nominis in mentem , facro revocare quotannis 
Ludorum ritu juvat ; hie , tibi parvus honorum 
Offertur cumulus : laudum quo fine tuarum 
Copia claudatur qui queerit, gentis Ierna 
PeEiora Jcrutetur 9 latumque interroget orbem. 
1750. 

I have alfo appointed a frnall fund for annual 
premiums to be diftributed in the celebration of 
games at the monument yearly. The ceremony is 
to Lift three days, beginning the ift of May yearly. 
On this day, young maids and men in the neigh¬ 
bourhood are to alienable in the hippodrome, with 
their garlands and chaplets of flowers, and to dance 

round 
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round the munument, Tinging the praifes of this 
ingenious patriot, and ftrowing with flowers all 
the place : after which they are to dance for a 
prize; the befl: dancer among the maids is to be 
prefented with a cap and ribbands; and after the 
dance, the young men are to run for a hat and 
gloves. 

The fecond day, there is to be a large market 
upon the ground: and the girl who produces the 
flneft hank of yarn, and the mod regular reel and 
count, is to have a guinea premium; and the per- 
fon who buys the greatefl: quantity of yarn, is to 
have a premium of two guineas. 

The third day, the farmer who produces the 
befl: yearling calf of his own breed, is to have two 
guineas premium ; and he that produces the faireft: 
colt or Ally, of his own breeding likewife, not over 
two years old, lhall receive a premium of two 

guineas alfo.-Thus the whole will not exceed 

ten pounds; and all thefe ufeful branches of our 
growth and manufacture will be encouraged, in 
remembering the patron who with fo much care 
and tendernefs recommended them to others, and 
cherifhed them himfelf. 

I am, &c. 
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Anecdotes of Dr. Swift and Stella. 
Taken from the Gentleman’s Magazine, of Nov. 


1757 


S I R 


S the iives of eminent perfons are the mod in- 



ftruCtive pans of hiftorv, and are more read, 
peihaps, than any other compofltions; fo there are 
very few pieces that are more juifly cenfured for 
partiality; for they are generally the works of per¬ 
fons interefted in the praife orcenfure of the heroes 
of their hiftory. Wifely therefore have the love- 
reign pontiffs decreed, that no perfon lhall receive 
the honour of being fainted, before the expiration 
of a complete century after their deceafe; in or¬ 
der to take off, by length of time, all fenfe of fa¬ 
vour, or refentment, infuch parties, as might have 
connections with the friends or enemies of the fu¬ 
ture faint, which might otherwife have influenced 
their evidence in the examination which always pre¬ 
cedes the making of a new faint. 

Thefe reflections naturally occur upon reading 
any of our modern lives; and they occurred to me, 
on my reading, a few days flnee, the life of dean 
Swift in one of the London Magazines for < 755*, 
extracted from Lord Orrery, the critic upon his 
Lordfliip, and the memoirs publiflied by Deane 
Swift, Efq; in which, though very concile, the 

* The account of Dr. Swift’s life, prefixed to the ift volume cf 


this work, vvas exrra£ted from the feveral bo">ks here mentioned : and 


is the mod complete account of the Dean that has hitherto appear¬ 
ed : fo that the following anecdotes apply equally to it, as to that im¬ 
perfect one in the London Magazine. 


writer 
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writer has inferted moft of the errors of the pre¬ 
ceding works; and as the Dean’s charity, his ten- 
derneis, and even his humanity, have been im¬ 
peached, in confequence of his hitherto unaccoun¬ 
table behaviour to his Stella, and of his long reient- 
ment fhewn to his filter; and as no perfon has yet 
thought proper to redeem that extraordinary geni¬ 
us from thefe imputations of cruelty and pride, by 
ihewing his connections with Stella in their true 
light; although I think that theie are fomc living, 
who have it in their power, from authentic mate¬ 
rials, I flatter myfelf that I fhall not be cenfured 
for endeavouring to do this juftice to his memoiy 
myfelf. 

It is faid, that Swift made an acquaintance with 
Mrs. Johnfon (the lady celebrated by the name of 
Stella) at Sir William Temple’s; that ilie was the 
daughter of Sir William’s fteward; and that Sir 
William, in his laft will, left her 1000 1 . as an ac¬ 
knowledgement of her father’s faithful fervices ; 
that flie was married to the Dean in 1716; and his 
never owning her for his wife is imputed, by Lord 
Orrery, to his pride, which made him difdain an 
alliance with one defcended from fo mean a family; 
though others impute it to the common rumour, 
of her being Sir William’s natural daughter, as 
Swift was faid to be his fon. She died (lays Lord 
Orrery) abfolutely deftroyed by the peculiarity of 
ofhei fate. His Lordfliip likewife declares Swift’s 
pride to have been fuch, as to have induced him to 
refufe all reconciliation with his lifter, for having 
married a tradefman, though in good circumftan- 
ces, and with the approbation of her uncle and re¬ 
lations. 

But I am certain Lord Orrery will be pleafed to 
be convinced, that thefe accufat'ons are falfe. Dr. 
Swift would have laid down his life, could it have 
preferved his Stella; that Stella, who was no other- 
wife related to Sir William Temple’s fteward, than 
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by her mother’s marriage with him many years af¬ 
ter the death of Sir William. And as for his cru¬ 
elty to his filler, it is well known, that he maintain¬ 
ed Mrs. Fenton many years, when a widow; and 
that llie ufed to lhew his picture to her viiitants, 
with exprelTions of the higheft gratitude and affec¬ 
tion. That I may, however leave no room for doubt 
permit me to oppofe to thefe imputations the true 
hiftory of Mifs Johnfon, better known to the world 
by the name of Stella* 

When Sir William Temple left Sheen to refide 
at Moore Park in Surry, he brought down with 
him, one fummer, a gentlewoman, in the charac¬ 
ter of a houfe-keeper, whofe name was Johnfon. 
She was a perfon of a furprifing genius; few wo¬ 
men ever exceeded her in the extent of her read¬ 
ing; none in the charms of converfation. She had 
feen the world; her addrefs and behaviour were 
truly polite; and whoever had the pleafure of con¬ 
verting with her for a quarter of an hour, were 
convinced that (he had known a more genteel walk 
in life than her prefent lituation confined her to. 
She was not fo happy in her perfon as her mind ; 
for lhe was low of ilature, and rather fat and thick, 
than well fhaped ; yet the imperfection of her fhape 
was fully compenfated by a let of fine features, and 
an excellent complexion, animated by eyes that per¬ 
fectly deferibed the brightnefs of her genius. She 
was, in few words, the fame among women, that 
Sir William Temple was among men. Is it 
furpriling, then, that fuch limilar perfections fhouid 
attraCt each other’s notice i 

This gentlewoman was the widow (as fhe always 
averred) of one Johnfon, a merchant, who having 
been unfortunate in trade, afterwards became mat¬ 
ter of a trading (loop, which ran between England 
and Holland, and there died. He left her, as fhe 

faid, three children.-The eldeft, a daughter, 

was brought up iu London, and there married one 

Filby 
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Filby, a baker, by whom (lie had eighteen or nine¬ 
teen children; and living in a genteel manner, he 
was foon ruined, and was fent by their friends into 
the weft of England, as a fait-officer; whither Ihc 
accompanied him, with fuch of her children as 

Jived.-The fecond of her children was a fon, 

Edward Johnfon ; who was put to fchool at Farn- 
ham ; and, when of a proper age, was fent abroad, 
in order to qualify him for trade : but he died there 
young.—The third and laft was her daughter Eft- 
her; who only, of all her children, was permitted 
to refide with her at Moore Park; where fhe was 
educated : and her appearance and drefs fo far ex¬ 
ceeded the rank and fortune of her mother, anti 
the reft of the children, that the world foon decla¬ 
red Mifs Johnfon to be Sir William’s daughter. 
But had drefs fhewn no diftin&ion between her and 
the reft of her mother’s children, nature had alrea¬ 
dy diftinguifhed her fufficiently. Her mother and 
brother were both fair; her lifter is (aid to have 
been the fame. The boy was faid to be like his fa¬ 
ther : he therefore muft be fair too, as the boy wa3 
fo to an ucommon degree. Yet Efther’s, or, as 
llie was ufually called in the family, Mifs Hetty’s 
eyes and hair were of a moft beautiful black ; and 
all the reft of her features bore fo ftrong a refem- 

blance to thofc of Sir William T-- , that no 

one could beatalofs to determine what relation ftie 
had to that gentleman. And could the ftriking 
likenefs have been overlooked, Sir William’s un¬ 
common regard for her, and k;s attention to her e- 
ducation, muft have convinced every unprejudiced 
perfon, that Mifs Hetty Johnfon was the daughter 
of one who moved in a higher fphere than a Dutch 

trader.--The refpeft that Sir William affc&cd 

to fliew the child, induced his family to copy his 
example; and the neighbouring families behaving in 
the fame manner, lhe early loft all that fertility 
that muft have tinged her manners and behaviour 
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h id (he been brought up in dependence, and with 
out any knowledge ot her real condition. When 
or where Sir William thought proper to acquaint 
her with the hiftory of her birth, we profefs not to 
know; but that he did inform her of the fecret, 
we have reafon to prefume from the following cir- 
cumftances. As foon as (he was woman enough to 
be intruded with her own conduit, (he left her 
mother and Moore Park, and went to Ireland to re- 
iide, by the order of Sir William, who was yet 
alive. She was conducted thither by Swift. But of 
this I am not pofitive, as I am, that her mother 
parted with her as Qne who was never to fee her 
again. 

Here let me leave the daughter, and return to 
Mrs. Johnfon, her mother; who continued to live 
at Moore Park' till the death of Sir William Tem¬ 
ple. Soon after which (lie refided with Lady Gif¬ 
ford *, lifter to Sir William Temple, and his great 
favourite, as her woman, or houfe-keeper, or per¬ 
haps in both capacities. Upon Lady Gifford’s death, 
Ihe retired to Farnham, and bo.irded with one 
l'i!by, a brother of her daughter’s hufband; and 
fome time after intermarried with Mr. Ralph Mofe, 
a perfon who had for a long feries of years been 
intruded, as fteward, with the affairs of the fami¬ 
ly, and had fuccefiively ferved Sir William Temple, 
Lady Gifford, and Mr. Temple. He was a widow¬ 
er, and his firft wife had been cook to Sir William 
Temple. Upon the death of Mr. Mofe, (lie went 
to board with Mrs. Mayne of Farnham, a gentle* 

* Mifs Temple, Sir William’s favourite fitter, was a lady of un¬ 
common merit >.nd goodnefs. Sh * was addreiTed by Sir William Gif¬ 
ford ; who d vir.g during the o urtttiip, he begged the young lady to 
bear his name: and to enabl* him,to leave her his ettatc ; as a proof 
of his attention, fhe was married to him on his deathbed, by which 
me.rns Ihe became intitlea to the enjoyment of his large effate. And 
that ttie might not (hew herfelf unworthy of his efteem, ihe made a 
vow, (though in her tender you h) never to marry any other man, but 
to live his widow: and this fne faithfully performed. 
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woman who had a particular efteem for her; and 
at length retired to Mr. Filby’s again, and there 
died, not long after the year 1743* I faw her my- 
felf in the autumn of 1742 : and although far ad¬ 
vanced in years, ihe ftill preferved the remains of 
a very fine face. 

The reader may wonder, as numbers have done 
before, that a woman of her refined fentiments 
and exquifite tafte, fhould marry fuch a man as 
Mofe Many have been the conjectures upon 
the occafion. Perhaps her eldelt daughter’s diftrefs 
might make her defirous of relieving her with the 
fpoils of the old fteward; or Mofe might be privy 
to certain fecrets that fhe was unwilling to have dc- 
vulged; and therefore fhe might not dare to rejeCt 
his propofals, for fear of drawing his refentment 
upon her. It was certainly a match of policy, and 
the moft refined fenlibility was in her facrificed to 
one who had not the leaft idea of delicacy. The 
lady to whom I am obliged for many of thefe anec¬ 
dotes, allured me, that llie had heard Mrs. Mofe,. 
in her freer hours, declare, that fhe was obliged, 
by indifpenfible neceffity, to marry the man whofe 
fervile manners her foul defpifed; but that religion 
taught her to fulfil every duty that could poffibly 
be expeCted from the moft afFeCtionate of wives. 
She had frequently rejected his offers, but was com¬ 
pelled at length to acquiefce. 

Were I to attempt to deferibe her at full length, 
I might be thought guilty of the higheft adulation, 
fo extraordinary was the woman that was deftined 
to pleafe Sir William Temple. Pomfret, in his little 
poem, called The choice , is faid to have given an exaCt 
defeription of Moore Park; to have delineated Sir 
William in the account of his own fancy and tafte; 
and to have taken his picture of the female friend 
and companion from Mrs. Johnfon; to that piece 
therefore do I recommend my reader. 

While the mother thus fpent her hours under 
Vo l. X. U u the 
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the moft painful reftraint at Fernham, the daughtet 
made furp» illng advances towards perfection under 
the tuition of Dr. Swift. In her poem, dated Nov. 
30. 1721, intitled, Stella to Dr. Swift on his birth 
ilay> we fee, th it lhe attributes all that was excellent 
in her to his inftru&ions. It is not furprifing that 
her aftiCtion towards the Dean Ihould be fo great, 
when we recollect, that it commenced from her 
earlieft age, at a time when lhe thought that affec¬ 
tion entirely innocent; that it was increafed by Sir 
William's often recommending her tender innocence 
to the protection of Swift, as lhe had no declared 
ma l e relation that could be her defender. It was 
from Sir William’s own leffons that lhe received 
the firft rules for her future conduCt, which were 
afterwards continued by the Dean. And that the 
world may know what was the refult of the joint 
labours of thcfe two exalted geniufes, I fhall relate 
a little anecdote for which 1 have undoubted autho¬ 
rity. 

When Stella, or Mifs Johnfon, refided at Dub¬ 
lin, her noble air, her genteel appearance, and the 
vifits of many perfons of diftinftion, loon gave rife 
to a report, that lhe had a large fortune, and that 
lhe kept in her lodgings cafh, jewels, and furniture, 
to a very great value. Such a report in Ireland 
could not fail of attracting the notice of indigent 
villany. Stella had no male fervant in the houfe, 
and no reflftance could be expeCted from a few ti¬ 
morous women On the night deftined to deprive 
the world of one of its molt diftinguilhed orna¬ 
ments, (for robbery ard murder are terms fynony- 
mous there), Stella had difmilfed her woman for 
the night; and not finding an inclination for fleep, 
lhe took a book, and read for fome time, being all 
undrefied, with only a wrapping gown over her. 
When (lie had read a while lhe removed the can¬ 
dle to its place for the night, as lhe always kept a 
light burning; and kneeling by her bediide, lhe 

was 
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was more than once diflurbed by a noife at her win¬ 
dow, flie performed her devotions, however, with 
great calomels and attention; a duty that fhe never 
omitted; and then arifing, and advancing towards 
the place from whence the found proceeded, Ihe 
faw, through the fafh, a man who feemed to Hand 
upon a ladder, and to be waiting for her putting 
out the candle, to begin his enterprife. I he fcx 
in general, upon fuch an occafion, would have 
fainted, fcreamed out, or attempted to have run 
out of the chamber. Not fo the daughter of bir 
William Temple. She knew the cruel temper of 
the vulgar lrilh, and took not the lead appa¬ 
rent notice of the thief; but feeming to look 
for fomething, (lie went directly to her clofet; 
from whence lhe returned immediately; and throw¬ 
ing up the lafh with her left hand, and drawing out 
a piftol from under her loofe wrapping gown with 
her right, fhe fired at the villain ; who immediate¬ 
ly dropped from the ladder. She then called up 
the family; and the watch coming foon after at 
the noife of the piftol, his confederates were obliged 
to fly, and never afterwards attempted to difturb 
her In this cafe Providence feems to have aflifted 
her in an extraordinary manner: for had fhe gone 
to bed at her ufual time, or had fhe not employed 
an hour or two in reading, the cenforious world 
would never have had it in their power to attri¬ 
bute her death to the pride of Dean Swift. 

Lord Orrery thinks his accomplifhed lady fell a 
facrifice to the peculiarity of her fate. I cannot 
oppofe this opinion of Ins Lordfhip; a perfon of 
her delicate fenfibility might be greatly affeCted 
by her frequent reflections on her difagreeable flot¬ 
ation. But was it in Swift’s power to prevent it. 

When Stella went to Ireland, a marriage between 
her and the Dean could not be forefeen: but when 
fhe thought proper to communicate to her friends 
the Dean’s propolal, and her approbation of it, it 
U u 2 was 
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was then become abfolutely neceflarv for that per¬ 
son, who alone knew the fecret hiltory of the par¬ 
ties concerned, to reveal what otherwife might have 
been buried in oblivion. But was the Dean to blame, 
becaule he was ignorant of his natural relation to 
Stella? or can he be juftly confined, becaufe it was 

not made known before the day of marriage?- 

He admired her; he loved her; he pitied her; and 
when fate had placed the everlafting barrier be¬ 
tween them, their affe&ion became a true Platonic 
love, if not fomething )et more exalted. I do not 
den*, but that fhe might lament the particular odd- 
nefs of her fate; nor do I deny, but that Swift’s 
natural temper might acquire an additional feveri- 
ty and morofenefs from hence, and that he n ight 
vent his paffion, and revenge himfelf on the reft of 
mankind. But his affection for Stella became tru¬ 
ly fraternal; and whenever fhe lamented her unhap¬ 
py Htuation, the friend the tutor, the hufband all 
in one, mingled his fypathatic tears, with hers, 
and foothed the fharpnefs of her anxiety and for- 
row But he defpifed her family. Was Swift’s 
reputed father then fo noble ? and to whom did 
the Dean declare the fee et of his foul ? 

We are fometimes told, that upon the Hanove¬ 
rian family’s fuccceding to the throne of Great Bri¬ 
tain Swift renounced all hopes of farther prefer¬ 
ment ; and that his temper became more morofe 
and more intolerable every year. I acknowledge 
the fa& in part; but it was not the lofsof his hopes 
that 1 aired Swift alone. Ihis was the unlucky 
epocha of that difeovery, that convinced the Dean, 
th t the only woman in the world who could make 
him hap >y as a wife, was the only woman in the 
world who could not be that wife. Could fo tur¬ 
bulent a temper be eafy under fuch a mortification ? 
Let thofe judge, who have been fo happy as to 
have feen this Stella, this Hetty Johnfon ; and let 
thofe who have not, judge from the following def- 
• . cription. 
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cription.-Her fhape was perfectly eafy and ele¬ 

gant; her complexion exquilitely fine ; her features 
were regular, with the addition of that namelefs 
fomething, that fo >ften exceeds the molt exa<ft 
beauty, and which never fails to add to it when 
they meet together. Her teeth were beyond com¬ 
panion ; her eye-b»'Ows and hair, of the moll glol- 

fy black; and her eyes-but thofe I pretend not 

todeferibe; her mein and air were equal to the 
reft of the piece. Such was her exterior appear¬ 
ance : her mind was yet more beautiful than her 
perfon, and her accompldhments were fuch as to 
do honour to the man who was fo happy as to call 
her daughter. 

Can we wonder, after reflecting upon the fore¬ 
going pafiages, that the Dean and Stella always took 
care to converfe befc re witneiTes, or at leaft a third 
perfon, from that time when they received the pro- 
,per notice of the fecrets of the family, even though 
they had never taken fuch precautions before ? C an 
we wonder that they Ihould fpend one day in the 
year in falling, praying, and tears, from this pe¬ 
riod to her death ? Might it not be the anniverfary 
of their marriage ? But it would be unneceflary to fay 
more, fince every unprejudiced perfon muft be con¬ 
vinced from the preceding circumftances, that Het¬ 
ty Johnfon was neither daughter to Sir William 
Temple’s fteward, nor could Sir William leave her 
10001. as a reward for her father’s faithful execu¬ 
tion of his office, when that fteward was not mar¬ 
ried to her mother till long after the deceafe of Sir 
William. He muft be convinced alfo, that Swift 
had more forcible realons for not owning Stella 
for his wife, than his LordIhip has allowed; and 
that it was not his behaviour, but her own unhap¬ 
py iituation, that might perhaps fhorten her days. 

I have yet a word to fty, with refpect to Mrs. 
Fenton, the Dean’s filler. He is faid by Lord Or¬ 
rery, to have refufed all reconciliation with her, 

on 
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on the account of her marriage. But why fhouid 
he have refented her marriage with a tradefman, 
any more than her going to Service ? She lived ma¬ 
ny years with Lady Gifford, as her woman; and 
although it is probable that the Dean might difap- 
prove of the match, as herhufband, Fenton, was an 
extravagant carelefs fellow, and a notorious drunk¬ 
ard ; yet, after her hufband’s and Lady Gifford’s 
death, (he retired to Farnham, and boarded with 
Mrs. Mayne, Mrs. Mofe boarding there at the fame 
time, with whom Ihe lived in the greateff: intimacy ; 
and as ffie had not enough to maintain her, the 

Dean paid her an annuity as long as lhc lived ;-- 

neither was that annuity a trifle. 

If thefe anecdotes prove agreeable to the public, 
or ihould they incite any other perfons, who are 
poflefled of proper materials, to throw a new light 
on thefe t ran factions, hitherto fo extremely milre- 
prefented ; I ihall think myfclf fortunate in having 
contributed fomething toward fo generous an at¬ 
tempt, as that of acquitting the innocent from the 
imputation of guilt. 

Yours , r dc. C. M. P. G. N. s. T. N. s. 
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Dei any, Dr. to, on the libels a- 
gainll him viii. 1 
.-Libel on viii. 125 


Delany, D.. verfes fent by him<o 
D-. Swift viii. 75 
-The anfwer ib 

* —to Swift, with a diver ftan- 
di(h viii. 206 

-Verfes cccahpned by the pre- 

lent viii. 207 

D mar the uluier, elegy on viii. 

51 • u 

-epitaph on vn. 3c 1 

Defire and pclTeflion viii. 112 
Dcrmot and Sneelan vii. 320 
Dialogue between Mullipnc and 
Timothy vii. 324 

-betwe.n Richmond-lodge 

and Marole hill viii 108 

* --.etween a lawyer and Dr, 

Swift viii. 270 
Die, epigram on viii. 350 
Dick a m ggot viii. 2r 5 
— s variety viii. 296 
The Difcovery viii. 320 
Dog and Thief viii 104 
Diapier’s hill viii. 132 
Dreams, on viii. 6 

* Duke upon Duke vii. 219 
Duck, Stephen, the threiher, on 

viii. 161 

Dull poem, on burning one viii. 

124 - o 

* Echo on woman vn. 29S 
Elegy on Demar the ufurer yiii.51 
-on Partridge’s luppofed death 

vii. 204 

-on Judge Boat viii. 70 

* Elephant vii. 203 

Engiilh Dean to be hanged for a 
rape viii. 140 

* Epigram on Bp.Hough vii. 234 

* —— in a maid ot honour's 
Prayer book vii 250 

—onThom..s vii. 251 
——on feeing a prelate go out of 
the church vii. 332 
-on Die viii. 350 

* —from the F.ench vii. 333 

-on fcolding viii. 310 

—on the toads of the kit-kat 

club vii, 336 
Epigrams vii. 335 
Epilogue to a play for the wea¬ 
vers in Ireland vii. 299 

• Epidle 
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* Epiftle to Mr. Thomas Snow 

vii. 252 

Epitaph vii. 336 
■ — on a mifer vii. 301 
--on Partridge vii. 207 

* —ot by-words vii. 332 

* —on Swift's dog viii. 329 

* —on Francis Charteris vii. 333 

* —on Picus Mirandula vii. 335 
«—on Judge Boat vi i 71 

- —on the Duke of Schomberg 
viii 304 

Excellent • ew ballad viii. 140 
Fable of M.das viii. 33 
The Faggot viii. 39 
Fair maid of the inn vii. 264 
Falling, French epigram on viii. 

5 * 

-tranflated viii. 59 

Floyd, Mrs. Biddy, on vii. 230 
Free malons fong x. 301 
Friend, to one who had been 
much abufed viii 177 
Gam of traffic, ballad on the 

viii. 305 

Gay, Mr. to viii. 196 

* Glumdalclitch’s lamentation for 
the I fs of Griidrig vii. 290 

Grand queftion debated viii. 133 
Grubftr. et verfe writer , advice to 
viii. 105 

* Gulliver, Mary, to Capt. Gul¬ 
liver vii. 292 

Hamilton’s bawn viii. 133 

* Handel and Bononcini, on the 
feu as ab^ut vii 249 

Hard ip put upon ladies viii. 201 
Harlequin, on the plot difeovered 
by viii. 64 

Harris, Mrs her petition vii. 184 
Haifard, Mr. Jafon, on his defi¬ 
ring a motto for his lign viii. 

3 " 

Helftam, Dr. letters to vm. 342, 

544 

Hoiace, epift. 7. b. 1. imitated 
vii. 166 

—fat 6. b. 2. imitated vii. 173 
-»-oile 14. b. 1. paraphr fed viii. 
99 # 

—ode 9. b. 4. add re fled to Dr, 
King viii. 298 


* Hough, Bp. epigram on vii. 

2 34 

Jaekfon, Dan. on his pifture cut 
in paper viii. 280, I. ib.lZz 
— His anfwer viii. 283 
—Anfwtr to, by Mr. G. Roch- 
fort viii. 284 

-by Dr. Delany viii. 287 

-by Dr. Sheridan viii. 288 

—Jackfon’s reply viii. 289 
—Another reply in Jackfon’s 
name viii. 291 

Janus, to, on new year's day viii, 

* Impromptu vii. 233 

Inns, on feeing verfes written on 
windows in viii. 106. 7 
Joan cudgels Ned viii. 66 
Journal of a modern lady vii. 308 
Ireland, on the bifliops of viii. 
202 

Irilh feaft, a delcription of one 
viii. 55 

Judas viii. 193 

* Ladv, on one who piiTed at the 
tragedy of Cato vii. 250 

—journal of a modern lady vii. 
308 

*—to one with the Temple of 
Fame vii. 337 

* —on a certain one at court vii, 

344 

—to one who defired the author 
to write verfes upon her in the 
heroic ftyle viii. 312 
Lady’s dreffing-room viii. 143 
Ladies, on the five at Sot’s hole 
viii. 122 

- - the hatdfhip put upon viii, 

201 

Legion-club, viii. 226 
Libel on Dr. Delany and Lord 
Carteret viii, 125 

* Lilliputian ode, vii, 296 

* Lintot’s mifcellany, verfes to 
be prefixed to vii. 207 

Liitle-houfe by the church-yard 
of Caftleknock, on viii, 325 
Logicians refuted viii. 177 

* Longitude, ode on it vii. 248 
Love, the progrefs of vii. 279 
—to viii. 301 


Love- 
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Love fong in the modern tafte 
viii. 207 

-fong viii. 349 

——poem from a phyfician to his 
miftrefs viii. 324 
Lover, inconftant, fatire on one 
x. 233 

* Macer vii. 226 
Market-hill, on cutting down the 

old thorn at viii. 118 

-the revolution at viii. 14S 

Mary the cook-maid s letter to 
Dr. Sncridan vii. 322 
Midas, the fable of viii. 33 
Minifter of flate \ii. 199 
Miter, epitaph on one vii. 301 

* Molly Mog vii. 264 

* Moore, Mr. John, to vii. 209 
Morning, a defeription of it vii. 

16 s 

Mullinix and Dick viii. 293 
Newgate’s garland vii. 269 
Ode to Sir W. Temple viii. 249 
—totheAthenian lociety viii. 257 

* Orrery, E. of, to S*ift with a 
paper-book viii. 205 

—Verfes occafoned by that pre- 
fent viii. 207 

Oxford, h. of, to, in the tower 

viii * 45 ~ ... „ 
Panegyric on the Dean vm. 162 

Partridge, elegy on his fuppo.cd 
death vii. 204 
—an epitap t on vii. 207 
Paftoral dialogu * vti. 320 
Peterborrow. E. of, o, viii. 31 
Pethox the Great vii. 287 
Phillis vii. 279 

* P ryne vii. 229 (viii. 349 

* Pilkington, Mrs. to Dr. Switt 
Place or the damned viii. 193 
Plot difeovered by Harlequin, on 

it viii. 64 

Poem, on burni g a dull one 
viii. 124 

Poetry, the progrefs of vii 282 
—on ; a rhapfody viii. 211 
Power of Time viii. 148 
Printer, on one being fent to 
Newgate viii. ^25 
'The Piobiem viii. 322 
—folved viii. 191 


Probatur aliter viii. 346 
Progrefs of love vu. 279 
—of poetry vii. 282 
—of beauty vii. 283 

* Prologue to D Urfy's laft play 
vii. 213 

* -to the Three hours after 

marriage vii. 214 

* Prometheus ; on Wood's half¬ 
pence vii. 271. See Wood 

Pu.iney, Mr. on his being put 
out of the Ct uncil viii. 194 

* Quadrille, a ballad on vii. 262 

* Qnidnu .cki's ^.276 

Quiet lift and a good n.mc viii.77 
Quilca, to viii. 98 
Quinbus Fleftnn tic man-moun¬ 
tain, to vii. 296 
Receipt to form a beauty vii 230 
—to make a cuckdd vii. 249 
Revolution at Market-hill viii. 
148 

Richmond lodge and Marble hill, 
dialogue between viii. 108 
Rid.'les viii. 80-92. 330 /• 

35* 

Sjlamande r , a defeription of it 

vii. 200 

* Sandy s ghoft vii. 216 

* Satire, fragment cf one vii. 224 
Scnombe g, D. of, epitaph on 

viii. 304 

Scolding, epigram on viii. 310 
Sheri an, L)r. to Dr. Swift viii. 
3 6 . 

—Swift’s anfwer viii. 37 
—Letter to viii. 38, 338, 343 
Sheridan, ad, amicum eruditum 
viii. 46 

-to \iii. 338 

Sheridan's fubmifTion viii. 292 
Sicknefr, in viii. 44 
Sid Hamet, the magician’s rod, 
virtues of vii. 196 
Silvc-, on the want of it in Ire¬ 
land viii. 94 

* Simile for tne ladies viii. 238 
- The anfwer viii. 242 

--on the want of fiher in Ire¬ 
land viii. 94 

Song on a fcditious pamphlet viii. 

59 c 

Song, 
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Song, new, of ftmilies vii. 266 

* -by a pcif .» of quality vii. 

245 

Sot’s hole, on the five ladies at 

Vtii. 122 

South fca, 1721 vii. 254 

-fubferipti *ns, on vii. 252 

Stealing a crown when the Dean 
was afleep on viii. 328 
—The ar.fwer viii. iL. 

Stella’s birth-day 1718 vii. 234 

---1720 vii. 235 

--1722 vii. 237 

--1724 vii. 239 

-1726 vii. 241 

-to, who collected and tran • 

feribed hh poems vii. 301 

-to, vifiling me in my fick- 

nefs 1727 viii. 8 

• -at Wood-park viii. 67 

- - Receipt to reftorc her youth 

viii. 72 

—to Dr. Swift on his birth¬ 
day 1721 vii. 306 
Stephen Duck the threlhcr, on 
viii. 161 

• Strephon and Flayia vii. 274 

• —and Chloe, viii. 182 
Swift to Pope, when writing the 

Dunciad vii. 339 
—Vetfes on bis death viii. 12 
—His life and genuine character 
viii. 350 

—Rebus written by a lady on viii. 

34 ° . 

—on his own deatnefs viii. 341. 
See Dean, Delany, Sheridan, 
Stella 

* Sylvia ; a fragment vii. 227 

* Tale of Chaucer vii. 178 
Temple, Sir William, ode to viii. 

249 

Thorn, on cutting down the old, 
at Markethill viii. 118 


Tim and the fables viii. 247 
Time, the power of viii 14S 

* Tofts, Mrs. on vii. 249 
Tobnd’s invitation to Difm.il viii. 

267 

T m’s metamorphofis viii. 347 
Traulus, the firlt part viii. 152 
—the fecond part viii. j55 

* Tw or three vii. 249 

* Umbra vii. 218 

Ui i n, verbs faid to be written 
on it viii. 307 
Vanbrough's houfe vii. 190 

-The hiftory of vii. 194 

Verfes on an C tc. at D Urfy’s 
name vii. 210 

* —under the • iOure of England’s 
arch poet vii. 337 

—On feeing verfes on windows in 
inns viii. 106, 7 
—for women who cry apples, &c. 

viii. 299, 300, 301 
—upon a very old glafs viii. 302 
—anfwered by Dr. Swift vii). ib. 
—on a glafs in the Dean’s parlour 
viii. 303 

—laid to be written on the union 

viii. 307 

Weavers, epilogue to a play for 
thofc in Ireland vii. 299 
Whitlhed’s motto on hi* coach 
viii. 74 

-Verles on viii. 93 

Wood the ironmonger, on viii, 

95 

-an infe£t viii. 96 

-petition to the people of Ire¬ 
land viii. 308 

* —Epigram on h:s brafs money 
viii. 309 

* Woman, gentle echo on vii, 
298 

Young's fatires, on reading vi.i. 
202 
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INDEX of the Principal Mat¬ 
ters in Dr. Swift’s Works. 


Tbe volumes are denoted by numeral letters , the pages by figures , and the 
votes in tbe different volumes by n. 

TVlcn different pages are referred to at any auricle, if tbe numbers are 
disjoined by a comma, tbe frfl figure or figures in tbe preceding number are 
fop fed to be repeated in tie fubjequent. 

When feveral particulars occur under an arti:le t all to be found in one 
volume , tbe volume is not r< pealed. 

A Bbey lands, how the poffflionof them was confirmed ix. 35. 
Addrefles, general, lhew the true fenlcof the nation iii. 107 
Of the addrefs ag infl making peace without the entire re- 
lhtution of Spain 1 1 5. The folly and wick doe. s of it, ib, The 
true meaning and deiign of it 1 16. See Peace. 

./Eolirts, their principles dcfcr.bed i. 11S— 125. 

Age, old, its inconveniences x 208. How tnefe are to be borne ib. 
Aerippa, ancient and modern, his character iii. 177, 8, 9, 80, 81. 
Alcibiades, his misfortunes ii. 90, 97. 

A: 1 ilS, their conduct in the war ii. 178. A character of this piece ib. 
n. Of thofe in the war at the revolution 184, 5. Of tho e in 
Queen Anne's time 187, 8. Of Britain’s being a principal in that 
war J92. Of her miim.'.nagtment 194, 5. How the allies broke 
the articles 202. See Britain, England, War 
Ambition and faction, of their vicinity ii, 162 
America, reafon of fo many iranlmigrations thither iv. 298, 9. 
Ancients and moderns, the grounds of the ditferc cc between them 
i. 170. The 'eaderson both fnks in the battle 182, 3. 

Animal food, of the dreadful images arifing from eating v. 28. n. 
Animals, how different Ones fight x. 184 

AnneQ^why called Norway’s nryd v. 301. Of the conduft of her 
minitters 338. Of their difltnfions 342. W hether they intended 
to bring in the pretend r x. 163. He: iharadcr 224 iii. 13 
Annuity, all we have in the worl.i i< fo x 23 
Anfwer, wba* f me people call lb ii. 304 
A'-achreand Pallas, the (lory of iii. 210 

Arbitrary pouer, whether the Tories, or the Whigs and Fanatics, 
are the greatell friend' to iii. 121, 2. 

Arbutnnot, Dr. his character as a wn r ix. 269. Dr. Swiffs cha¬ 
racter of him 316. His deith heavily lamented 270 
Argos of the tvranny at it. 85 
Ariftides, his char clcr and late ii. 94 

Army, the neceflity of a reformation in it i. 251. See Soldiers. 

Atcbcfon 
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Atchefon, Sir A. his character ix. 365 

Athens, hnw raillery was received there i. 41. Of the tyranny ex- 
ercifed in it ii 85. Of their oligarchy, ib. The government firft 
formed by Thefeus 91. The form of it altered by Solon 91, 2. 
Of the diflenfions between the few and the many 92—99. How it 
was deftroyed 97. Polybius’s character of the people 99 
Attachments, ftrong, their confequences x. 208 

Avarice, the madnefsand unaccountable effects of it iii. 38. Perni¬ 
cious efpecidlly in public affairs 39- Two lorts ot avarice; one 
confident with ambition, the other not 40. Defined vii. 56. Great 
men have been ruined by it 56, 7 
IJacon, Ld. his literary character ix. 265 
Balance of power. See power 

Bank, its ufefulnefs and danger iii. 108. Whether the directors of 
it ought to be the directors of the crown ib. The cunning and ly¬ 
ing of ftockjobbcrs ii. 296. iii. 20 

Barrier treaty, remarks on it ii. 248. The articles of it 264. Two 
of the articles only relate to Briuin 252. Advantageous only to the 
Dutch 153. Britain the guarantee of the whole treaty 259. The 
fentiments of Prince Eugene about this treaty 283. A reprefenta- 
tion of fome Englilh merchants relating to it 286 
Bathos, a trea'ife of vi 69. See Profound, Scnblerus 
Battle of the Books. See Books 

Bee and fpider, a hotdifpute between them i. 177—180 
Bees, how foreigners are diverted from plundering them iv. 200. 

Beef praifed i. 91 

Beggar’s opera, remark' on it iv. 283. See Gay 
Beggars, a propofal for badging tlv m iv. 251. An objettion anfwer- 
ed 253. They are the worft of people 255. Of (hops being be- 
fie ed by them 259. Of their vagabond fpirit 261 
Bentley killed by Boyle i. 199 
Berkeley, C of, her excellent chara&er i. 243 
Bettefworth, Mr. a fatire on viii. 210 

BickerfiaT, Ifaac, his predictions for 1703 v. 267. An accompliffi- 
ment of the firtt of them 279. A deletion of him 283. Vindi¬ 
cated 291 

Big my, Will, h s fervice to the church iii. 8 

Bit op , a man s difiikin c the proceedings of a cetain fet of them no 
argument of nis averfion to epifcopacy ii. 350. No great credit to 
the former to be cried up by ih ofe who are profefled enemies to the 
latter ib. A man may be made a bifhop as well as any thing elfe, by 
very odd means ib. Arguments againli enlarging their power in 
letting of leTes iv. 153. The conduct of the Popilh biffiops at the 
reformation 154. This power of lrtiing leafes will be fatal to e* 
pi<copacy 162. What is the office of a biihop 93. Of their power 
over the country clergy 95. A latirc on the bilhopsot Ireland viii. 
202. Compared to Judas 193. Pred.dtions concerning them x. 
2I 7 

B!a more, Sir R. accufed Mr. Pope of profanenefs vii. 53. n. 

Blaf .hemy, two officers broke fi ri. 228 

Blefuf u illand ieferibed iv. 355.' The g ound of the difference be¬ 
tween that empire and that of Lilliput 353. Threaten Lilliput 
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with an invafion 354. How the invafion was prevented 356, 7, 
See Gulliver, Lilliput 

Bo ingbroke, L. his character ix. 267. Remarks on his letters 269. 
Account of his fentiments and fituation in private life 307. How 
he tpenc his time 352. His manner of life in the country 360. 
Swift's opinion of him 363. Advifedto write a hiftory x. 1—4. 
A review of his life 13. His ceconomy 14. His thoughts of fame 
ib. His misfortunes 18. Of a hiftory of his own times 22. His 
manner of life in youth and olJ age 30, 1. His character of 
his wife. 32. Hints about his mecaphyfical works 33, 99, 101. Of 
his other work*; 103. His writings extolled 115. Of his retire¬ 
ment 124. Whether he was attached to the pretender 163. See 
Swift. 

Bolin-broke and Swift the only men that can write x. 11 3 
Books, the battle of the, rife of it i. 166, 7, 8, 74, 5. An account 
of the battle 182—199 

Borrowing money on funds of inrereft, how it began ii. 185 
Bourbon, houie of, whether formidable ii. 167 
Bread, its virtues i. 92 
Bribery, its influence x. 144 

Britain, of her being a principal in wars on the continent ii. 185, 8. 
Should have been only an auxiliary 192. Her wrong method of 
carrying on the war J95, 6. How her allies broke their engage¬ 
ments with her 202. Tr.e war more prejudicial to her, in refpect 
of expencc, than to France, or any of the allies 295. See Allies 
Britons deferibed by Caefar iii. 287 

Brobdingnag, Gulliver’s voyage to v. 1. A description of the inha¬ 
bitants 6. of a farmer’s daughter 16. of the country 31. of the 
king’s palace, and of the metropolis 35. of the chief temple 37. of 
the royal kitchen 38. The king's great ignorance in politics 63. 
The learning of this country very imperfect and confined 64. Of 
their laws ib. Acquainted with the art of printing ib. Of their 
military aiTairs 66. Of the parties in the flute 67. See Gulliver. 
Broomflick, a meditation on one vii. 104 

Brotherly love, the caules of the want of it ii. 37. The ill confe- 
quences of animofities 39. Motives to brotherly love 42 
Brothers, Peter, Martin, and Jack, their father’s infiru&ions to 
them i. 58. The virtues of their coats ib. What is meant by their 
coats ib. n. How they behaved Seven years after their father’s death 
59. Grow enamoured of the ladies ib. Their extravagance ib. n. 
A description of their coats 63. Tag (boulder knots to them 66. 
Get gold lace 68. lattin linings, and filver fringe 69. embroidery 
70. points tagged with filver 71. Lock up their father’s will ib. 
Martin and Jack differ wiih Peter 96. The former reform their 
coats ic6. A breach between them ill. See Jack, Martin, Peter 
Bubble, to what applied vii. 58 n. 

Bull, John, the l.iitory of vi. 197.—See the contents of vol. vi 
Bulls, Peter’s, a defcript’.on of i. 87 

Burnet, Bp. con fared ix. 25. The lituation of England when he wrote 
his hiftory of the reformation 29. Advice to him 55. Author of 
the project of borrowing money upon funds of interefl ii. 185 
Caroline, Q^dreftedin Irilh fi.k .x. 333. Obliquely ccnlured viii. 17 
Vol. X. Y y Carteret 
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Carteret, L. his character iii. 28 r. Vindicated from the charge of 
favouring none but Tories iv. 72. Account of hi* favour to Tories 
90. to Whirs 91. He inflaved Ireland, and how x. 2040. 
Swift only hated him as Lord Lieutenant ib. Thanked tor his fa¬ 
vour to Dr. Sheridan 176 
Ca thage, of the popular tyranny at ii. 85 
Catalonians, how treated ii. 169, 70 
Catoptrical victuallers, rermnftrance againft vii. 19 
C nfors, utility of, in England i. 249 
C ntlivre, Mrs. a fcribler vii. 53 

Charle* I. by whom brought to a trial iv. 176. Of the obfervation 
of hi* martyrd m 207 
Charles II. how rcftjred iv. 177 

Children, a propofal for fattening them for human food iv. 237. The 
advantages of this feheme 243 How to prelcrve them x. 207. 
Why men when old arc Lid to become fo 73. See Education 
Chriftlanhy, an argument againft abolifhing it i. 225. The advan¬ 
tage of the abolition confidered 228, 9. Of the difficulty of be¬ 
lieving its d brines 229. Of the number of its teachers 230. Of 
the ab l tion of the fabbath23i. Of the abolition’s removing 
i-nflious dirti &ions 232. Of the harangues of the prieils 233. 
Of -he feheme’s tending to banifh prejudices 234. and to unite Pro- 
tcrtints2 35* 6. I neon veniencics that would attend the abolition 
propofed 237.—241. An argument of its excellence ii. 11 
Ciiriaiun3, the duty of their loving one another ii. 35, 6. How dif- 
fentions arnfe among them ib. The caufcs of their not loving one 
another 37. The ill confequences of it 39. Motives to love one 
another 42 

Church, t; at was in danger not many years fince ; and that it was 
n t even t en a ctime to fay fo ii. 306. A man may politically 
be a friend to the church, and yet be a very bad man. iii. 53. The 
excellent defign of building fiftv new churches in London and 
Wftminftcr 137 Altogether as ufeful, though not fo expenfive, 
as building one palace for one fuhjetft 139. See Clergy 
Church-of England man’s fentiments about religion i. 272 about go¬ 
vernment 283. See government, Religion 
Church -End*, of the Pope’s confirmation of ix. 34. 7 
Clarendon. E. o , his chara&er as an hiftor.an ix. 365 
C.’erev, how they nmy promote religion i. 254. Of taxing them 
without their coo'ent iv. 226 Their ca'e when re£kors, different 
from that when bifhops 93. T*.e hardships propofed to be put on 
thofe in Ireland 95 Obietkions againft them anfwered 168 
Clergy of the church of England, of th ir preaching up the unlimit¬ 
ed power of »he prince i. 286. Their chara&er and hard circiim- 
ftancesii. *45. They oppofc 1 and confuted popery, when there 
was the giea eft danger of i: ib. Charged in grofs, with qualities 
utterly i confident 346. The rage and malice of a party againft 
them ib. Haw they behaved in fv. James ll’s. tiineiv. 18r. 
Cle'gvmen, m^n become f • too foon viii. 359. Should preach in 
cou try congregations be-orc they appear in a city 360. Are too 
negligent of their °yle 361. Cautioned agairft ufing hard words 
and theological term 361, 2. Of pedantry 364. Oi ufing epithe: $ 

and 
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and phra'cs 365. Of moving the paffions ib. The chief branches 
of preaching 368. Of reading fermons 369. Of wit in fermons 370. 
■Of difparaging the Heathen philofophcrs 371. Of quotations 373. 
Of common place books 374. Of ufing piiilofophical terms 376. 
Of explaining myfteries ib. Of preaching againft atheilm, dc.fm, 
Sec. 377. Where the clergy are m ft tfteemed 380. Discretion 
Serviceable to them 394. A remarkable ftory of two clergymen 
386 

Coals. See brothers 

Colonies, of the method of planting v. 355, 6 
Conference between a divine and a lawyer ii. 72 
Congreve, Mr. his charad>er ix. 366. Cenlured x. 6 
O'nfcicnce, the word explained li. 25. Miftakes about liberty of 
confcicnce dete&ed 27. The office of conlcience 25. Ot two 
falfe principles fet up in place of it 28. When ditched by religion 
a firm foundation of virtue 30. The neceffity of a religious confid¬ 
ence in every flarion of life 33 
Convention. See Polite converfation 

Convocation ftrangely adjourned, and why ii. 349* The abfurdity of 
fuch an adjourning power in the Archbiftiop 350. A companfon 
fcciween the upper and lower houle iv. The character of the prefenc 
proclocutor 351. Great pity that the three fpe^ches made at pre- 
fenting him, w ? ere not printed ib. The laft ot them very enter¬ 
taining, if not inftruttive ib. The pious defigns cf the lower houle 
ftiii baffled, and by whom iii. 163. Reflections on convocations 
ix. 40 

Cornbury, L. refufes a penfion x. 58 

Corruption, a happy union againft x. 52. Corruption of morals, the 
caufes of viii. 378 

Corufodes, his remarkable ftory viii 386. 

Country-life, its bleffings and plagues x. 172 
Country-poft vii. 68. 

Courage, never the object of contempt iv. 326 n. 

Court-employments, to whom given ix. 302 
Court-lady, charafler of one ix. 313, 16 
Courts, in what they are conflantix. 349. 

Crafifus M. a letter to iii. 41 

Credit, public, who are the trueft promoters of it; the Whigs, ox 
Tories iii. 16 —20, 95, 6. 

Criminals, mercy to, when mifapplied iv. 275 

Crifis, the author of, expelled the houfc of Commons ii. 132 n. The 
favour ftiown to this piece and its author 133. An examination of 
it 136, &c. 

Critic, who is meant by that word i. 73. Antiquity of the true cri¬ 
tic 74. His employment 75. A true critic defined ib. His an¬ 
tiquity proved 76—80. Three maxims concerning critics 82 
Criricifm deferibed i. 85. Her parents, fifter, and children ib. Her 
fpeech in favour cf the moderns 186. Affifls her fon Wotton 187 
Cunning an argument of kuavciy, not of wit iii. 111, 12 
Curll, Mr. E. account of his being poifoned vii. 40. His Jaft w ill 
made in view of his death 42. How he recovered 45. Accou.it 
of his phienfy 47, His wife’s letter about his cafe 24. His bill 
Y y 2 cl 
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of directions to find his authors 49. His fpcech to them aiT.mbled 
51. Their refolutions thereupon §2. His lpeechcs to his boolts 
54. How he renounced chritlianitv, turned a jew, and was circum- 
cifed 59. A prayer upon that occafion 60, I 
Cypielus’s extraordinary tax iy. 292 
Dartmouth, E. of, his character tii. 37 
Days of the week, obfervatious on them *. 216 
Death, its power v. 265. Wherein terrible x. 81 
Decemviri, Rom, ufed arbitrary power ii. 100 
Defoe, Daniel, pilloried, and for what iv. 135 
Delany, Dr. preferred by Lord Carteret iv, 85. His character x. 
Dennis, Mr. John, a narrative of his mudnefs vii. 28 
Dependence, reflections on ix, 338 
Devotos and Hitts deferibei vi. 226 
Dictator,* when the Romans cholc one ix. 228 
Digreflions, a difcoucfe in praife of i. 113 
Dingley Mrs. whether related to S r William Temple x. 204 
Diogenes, a faying of his to Alexander v. 263 

Difcretion, its "utility viii. 382. Of great fervice to the clergy 384 
Diflenters, their bafe compliance with popery and arbitrary power in 
K. James’s reign ii. 355. A toleration given to them when they 
are out of power, and denied by them when in power iii. 64* 
pretender greatly indebted to them 99—103 A companion be¬ 
tween them and the Jacobites 99 ; and between them and the 
pjpifts 100. Bubbled by the WnigS 101. Their allies or confe¬ 
derates ib. 321. Advice to them 103. The infolcnceof adiifent- 
ing Lord Mayor of London i. 161. n. 

Drapier’s letters iii 217 &c. The eftefts of thefe letters 331 n. The 
Drapier’s refolution to oppofe the pretender 284. A proclamation 
ifliued offering a reward for difeovering the author of the 4th letter 
293. By whom the proclamation was figned 323. His apology 
for his 4th letter 305, 307. The printer of it profecuted 293 n. 
His fealonable advace to the grand jury concerning the bill preparing 
againft him 394 The bill refufed, and the jury difeharged 297. 
The prefentment of the jury 300. The Drapier’s account of him- 
felf 306. The Drapier deroolifhed iv. 30 
Drcfs and fafhian, a fatire on i. 60. 1 

Drinking damnation and contufion ii. 342* An inflance of that de- 
tefhble cuftom ib. 

Drue, Mr. ftory of his defeating a certain bill iii. 310 
Drunkenncfi, florv of one who preached againft it iv. 219 
Dryden cenfured i. 54, 5. 168 

Dublin, an examination of certain abufes there iv. 114. Advice of¬ 
fered as to the choice of a member to reprefenl it in parliament 
263. Confiderations offered in relation to the choice of a recorder 
271. A propofal for badging the begging poor there 251 
Dunciad, at whofe defire wrote x. 213 

Dunkirk, of the demolition of it ii. 167. Tughc’s memorial againft 
it 176. n. 

Dunton, Mr. his chara&er ii. 132 

Ecdefiaftical revenues, the method of increafirg ix. 34, 5 

Education 
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Education, the worfe in proportion to the wealth of the parents ix. 
2. Of the education in Scotland ib. Of the bad one in Eng¬ 
land ib. Its bad efFcXs 4. Of fludyin* G.eek and Latin ib. 5. 
The hindrances to a good education 5, 6. Of the education of a 
young Lord 7. Of an academical education S. Of a learned 
one ib. Reflexions on a bad one 10. 

Ellilbn, Eben. h s laft fpeech and dying words iv. 274 
Empires, many ancient, deftroyed vi. 135 
Enemies and deraXors, law, charaXer of ix. 324 
Enfant perdu, what i*. 24. n. 

England, a virw of the civil wars in ii. 1S4. Of her foreign wars ib. 
Account of the ihte of it under Q. Anne v. 205. Extremely 
corrupted in religion and morals i. 245, 6. How far in danger of 
Popery ix. 37. A de'cription of the two houfes of parliament v. 
54. Of the political Hate or that kingdom 55, 6. la what the 
true greatnefi of a King or Queen confids lii. 107. In what 
the fupreme power is lodged i. 292. Whether a King may be de- 
pofed 293. Whether the lucceflion can be altered 294 
Englifh tongue, a propofal for correXing it v. 312. Lefs refined than 
thofe of other nations, and why 315. How the language of a 
country may be al ered 316. When the Engliih tongue received 
mod improvement 31S. How it has been corrupted 319. Of 
the method of fpelling 320. A fchem*' propofed for reformingour 
language 323. Of the tranflation of the Bible, of the liturgy, 
Arc. 324. Refinements in the Engliih tongue cenfured vii. 98. 
Who are the beft Engliih writers ix. 366. Bolingbroke and Swift 
the only men that can write x. 118 
Ephori, the defign of their inllitu ion ii. 84. Turned tyrants ib> 
Of thofe of Q^Anne iii. 106 
Epic poem, a receipt to make vi. iiq. 

Epicureans opinion of atoms cenlured v. 261 
Epiphonema defined viii. 367 
Elfay on man, a charaXer of it x. ico 
Eftablifhed faith, the neccflity of it iv. 192 
Ethics a profitable ftudy ix. 292 

Europe, the caufcs of war among the princes of v. 199 
Examiner, the general defign of the author of it ii.3 2.7. Gueflcs about 
the author 324. The difficulty of his tafic 325. Crof>-examin- 
ed iii, 1— 9. An anfwer to a letter to the Examiner 45. The 
Whigs much obliged to him 81, 2. Hr is not hired 86. Tempt¬ 
ed by the Whigs to come over to their fide 168. What hand Dr. 
Swift had in the Examiner ii. 289, 90 
Example, its various influence i. 248. The dcfeX of its influence 
to be fupplied by authority ib. 

Fable of the bees, a pernicious book vii. 83. n. 

FaXion, the evils of it i. 296. Who thofe are that the Whigs call 
a faXion iii. 69. The nature of a faXion as diftinX from thefe 
who are friends to the conflitution ib. See Ambition 
Faith, the necellity and utility of it 13 
Fame, thoughts on x. 14. 15. 19. 

Father, inftruXions of one to his three Tons i. 58, S:e brothers 
t'auftus, Dr. of the hiftory of i. 54 


Favourite?, 
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Favourites, the danger of them iii. 54 
Fear and hope the motives of aclions t. 31 
Flying Port, character of rhe author of it ii. 132 
Footmen, their remonArunce againft counterfeits iv. 248 
Fortune, of her behaviour to men x. 5 
Freedom, in what it confids iii. 312 

Freedom of the prefs, reflexions on it ix. 258. Its excrefcencics 
{hould be pruned ib. See Liberty 

Freethinkers, what fort of men are fo viii. 377. How to reform 
them 378 

French, Humphry, his excellent charaXcr iv. 269 
French, the genius and temper cf that people iii. 72, 3 
Friends, melancholy circumAances attend their reparation x. 96. Of 
the impertinence of falfe pretenders ib. The lots of friends a tax 
upon human life 117. Friends are one of the beft comforts of 
old age 123 

Fricndfiiip, true, from whence it proceeds ix. 263. The difference 
betwixt it and love 310. The fenfc of it increases with ycar3 x. 21 
Fulvia, ancient and modern, her character iii. 177, 8 
C alii can church, of the concordate about her ix. 41 
Gay, Mr. bow difupnointed of a place iv. 236 . A character of his 
letter3 ix. 269. Pafloral fubjc&s propofed for him 285. How re¬ 
ceived at cettrt 319. Rc!u!’cs a p’act* 347, 8. His rei'ufal appro¬ 
ved of by Swift ib. 378. PIis chatter x. 59. Reflections on his 
Beggar’s opera ix. 350. Advifed to provide for old age ib. x. 61. 
How his opera fuccecded ix. 354. Particulars in his ch rafter 363. 
Perfuadtd to economy x. 36. His account of liimfelf, and of his 
lalt fables 54. His (economy ib. Congratulated on leaving the 
court 58. His death and charafter 73, 4. See Pope, Swift 
General for life, the danger of fuch an officer ii. 339 
Geniufes, great, of their failings, and the allowances to be made 
thtm x. 118, 19 

Gildon, a writer of criticisms \ii, 53. n. 

Gluhdubdrib ifland described v, 129. The governor ferved by ghofts 
129, 30. See Gulliver 

G 1 rodalclitch the Brobdignagirm girl described v. 15, 16 
Gcds, the ltory of their comprefling women accounted for vi. 137 
Good-breeding, the ufe of it vii. 93, 94. The abufc of it ib. Ah 
efliy on it ix. 251 

Gotham, the wife men of, of that piece i. 55 

Government, fenriments of a church of hr.gland man concerning 
i. 2S3. No form more accepiabie to God than another 284. 
When the ends of it are provided for ib. Unlawful to rdid tne 
legiflative power 284. All forms of government, though equally 
lawful, yet not equally expedient 288. An heieditary govern¬ 
ment preferable to an derive one 289. The abfurdity of the 
^iiAindion between a King de fach and one de jure 290. Whether 
the right of fucceffion ought to be violated ib. In what the f*ce- 
dom of a nation confiils 295. An abfoiute unlimited power lod¬ 
ged in all government ii. 80, 1. A mixed government founded in 
nature and reafon 86 . Took place in moil dates ib. Changes 

may 
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may be made in a government, and yet the form continue S9. Hour 
to prtferve the bai ince of power 87. See power 
Gratitude, a companion between Roman gratitude, and Britifli in- 
gr 4 titude ii. 315 

Greg, William, tried for a treasonable correfpondence with the French 
iii. 74. n. Executed ib. See Harley, Oxford 
Giubftrce: writers vindicated i. 51. Of their ptoduCrions 54 
Guifcard, M. de, account of his fobbing Mr. Harley iii. 71. Hie 
profligate character 72, 3. An a count of him jt n. The wii- 
dom of a certain great man inviting him over 74. A compaiil* n 
between the affair of Greg and Guifcard 74, 5,-6. His late 113. u. 
See Harley, Oxford 

Gulliver, Lemuel, his account cf himfelf and family iv. 31 £, 16. Ills 
flirt inducements to travel 317. Shipwrecked, fwirns fur his life, 
and arrives in the country or Lilliput 3»S. Taken prifoner 3J9. 
Carried to the imperial city 326. Vititcd by the Empe.or 329. 
His ckmency to thole who injured him 331. Vifi.ed by great 
numbers 332, 3. Gains favour by his mild difpofition 333. Jn- 
ftrutted in the language ib. His pockets are karched, and his 
fword and p ftols taken from him 334, 7. An inventory of what 
wa found on him 335. D.verts the emperor and his nobility 340. 
343. Hath his liberiy granted him on certain cjnditions 346 Vi- 
lits the capital city 349, 50. Infoimcd of the fa&iot>s in the em¬ 
pire 352, 3. Offers to ferve the Emperor in his wars 354. Pre¬ 
vents an invaflon from the Blefu cu ians 355. A title or hon ur 
conferred upon him 358. Extinguilhes a lire in the palate 361. 
li:s manner of living in Lilliput 370. Impeached of high trealon 
374. The articles 376. The pumfhment to be inhi&wd 380. E- 
fcapes to Bletufcu 382. How received there 383. Departs from 
thence 38S. Arrives in England 3S9 See Lilliput 

-Set* out on another voyage v. 1. After a (form goes alhore in 

the longboat to difeover the country' 3, Left there 4. Aftoniihed 
at the face of the country and the inhabitants 4, 5. Seized by 
one of the natives 6. Carried to a farmer's houfe 8. His recep¬ 
tion and entertainment there ib. See . Gets the farmer s daughter 
for a nurfe 15. Carried to a market town fora fhow 18. to the 
metropolis 21. Sent for to court 22. Bought by the Queen 23. 
Prefentcd to the King 24. DifputcS with three great fcholars 25-. 
An apartment provided for him at court 27. Is in high favour 
with the Queen 28 Stands up for the honour of his country 30. 
Quarrels wiih the Queens dwarf 31. His fearfulnefs reproved 32. 
His way of travelling 36, 7. Account of fever. 1 adventures that 
happened to him 39, 40, I. Difplcafrd with the behaviour of the 
maids of honour 42,3. Sees a criminal executed 43. Shewg 
his fk 11 in navigation 44, 5. Served a feurvy trick by a mon¬ 
key 46, 7. His contrivances to pleafe the King ana Qu.en 50, 1. 
Shew s his (kill in mufic 52. Relates to the King the political flare 
of England, wrh his M ijefly’s obftrvarions 011.it 53. &c. Hu love 
of his country 61. [60.] Makes a propr.Ll of m..ch -dvanr gc to 
the King, which is rejected C2. [61, 2]. A’tends their Maj f- 
ties in a progrefs to the frontiers 69. [68J. A description of the 
manner in which he left this country 69—72. Arrive* in Eng¬ 
land 
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land 79. See Brobdingnag. Remarks on the two firft voyages iv. 
3ic, 16, n. v. 8o, Si. n. 

-Sets out on his third voyage v. 82, 3. T;>ken bv pirates $ 

ill treat* d by a Du chman ib . Arrives at an illand 86. Receiv¬ 
ed into Laputa, the flying illand 89. His reception there 91, 2, 3, 
Leaves Laputa 106. Arrives at Lagado ib. Hofpitablv received by 
a great Lord 107. His converfation with tl.at Lord ib. Vifits the 
country 108. Permitted to fee the grand academy ofLagado 112. 
Propofss fomc impiovc-ments in the academy, which are honoura¬ 
bly received 126, 7. Departs to Maldonada 129. Takes a voyage 
to Glubbdubdrib ib. His reception by the governor 130. This go¬ 
vernor ferved by fpirits ib. Gets a view of many ghofts 131—143. 
Difgutted with modern hiftory 144, 5. Sails to Luggnagg 148. 
Confined 149. Sent for to court 150. The manner of his admit¬ 
tance ib. Praifes the King's clemency 151 - Informed of the 
Struldbrugs or immortals 152,3. His reflections on them 154. 
11 is reverie corrected 157. Sails 10 Japan 164. Returns in a Dutch 
/hip to Amftcrdam 166. Arrives in England ib. See GiubbciubJrib, 
Laputa, Luggnage, Struldbrugs. Remarks on thefc vovages 82. 
90. 112. 11S. 119. 121. 128. 131. 134. 137. 152. 158. 162. n. 

■ ■ H s voyage to the country of the Ilouvhnhnm : Sets out as 

captain of a ihip 169. His men confpire againft him 171. who fet 
him afhore in the country of the Houyhnhnms 172. Meets with 
Yahoos 173. Meets two Houyhnhnms 175. Conducted by 
one of them to his houfc 178. How received 180. Compared 
with a Yahoo ib. In diflrefs for want of meat, and how relie¬ 
ved 1S2. His manner of feeding in this country 1S3. Studious 
to learn the Houyhnhnms language 185. Vifitcd by fcveral Hcuy- 
hnhnms of quality 187. Gives his matter a fhort account of 
his voyage 190. Gives a more particular account of himfelf, 
and the accidents of his voyage 195, See. Informs him of the ftare 
of England 198. of the caufes of war among the princes of Eu¬ 
rope il\ of the Englirti conftitution 202. &c. of the ttate of Eng¬ 
land under Anne 205. His love of his native country 213. 
His matter’s observations on thefe points 214, See. Relates fevcral 
particulars of the Yahoos 221, See. His economy and happy life 
among the Houyhnhnms 234, 5. His great improvement in vir¬ 
tue by converfing with them 236, 7. Gets notice that he mutt 
leave the country 238. Falls into a fwoon through grief, but fub- 
xnits 239. Contrives and finirties a canoe 241. Puts to fea at a 
venture 242. His dangerous voyage 243. Arrives at New Hol¬ 
land 244. Is wounded with an arrow by one of the natives ib. 
Seized and carried by force into a PortuguTe ttiio 245, 6. Civilly 
ufed by the captain 247. Arrives in England 250. His veracity 
252. His defign in publilhing his travels 253. Cenfures thofe 
travelers who fwerve from the truth to. Clears himfelf from any 
Cnifier end' in writing 254. Commends his native country 256. 
Takes his leave of the reader 257. How he refolves to live lor 
the luture ib. Remarks on this voyage 167. lSi. 201. 225, n. 
See Houyhnhnms, Yahoos 

-The author's defljn in thefs travels iv. 315, v. 259. n. How 

they 
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they were received in England ix. 331, 2. Are a fatire on man¬ 
kind 332. n. Of the reflections made upon them 336 
Gulliver, Jonathan, a true one in New England ix. 333 
Halifax, L. his character ii. 95. n. 

Hanover, of the preservation of the Proteftant fucceflion in that 
houfe v. 347. The fubftance of the Elector’s memorial to 
Anne 350. Remarks upon the memorial ib. 

Harcourt, Lord Keeper, his character iii. 33 

Harley, Mr. the villancus defign againlt him in the buflnefs of Greg 

iii. 12. 74. 125, 6. His character 36. Stabbed by Guifcard, and 
his heroical behaviour on that occafion 72, &c. An unanimous 
concurrence between the British Whigs and French Papjfts again t 
him 74. See Guifcard, Oxford 

Harrington, of his Oceana ii. 124. n. His character as a writer 
ix. 265 

Hazael, unacquainted with the deccitfulnefs of his heart ii. 47 
Heathens, of their excelling in virtue ii. 32 
Hell, a picture of it iv. 278 
Jleliham, Dr. his character ix. 366 

Hemp, flax, Arc. of the bill for fettling the tithe of it by a modus 

iv. 223. A terr.ble circumftance in the bill 228. The bill (trikes 
againfi magra ebarta 229. Objections to it 233, 4 

Henry VI 1 J. of his condurt at the reformation ix. 42, 3 
Hind and Panther, of that performance i. 55 
Hiftory cenfured v. 144 

Hopes, natural to molt men iii. 16. The fucccflive hopes of the 
Whigs 16, 17 
H«ufe deferibed x. 246 

Houyhnhnms, a voyage to their country v. 167. Two of them de¬ 
feribed 176, A Houyhnhnm’s houfe delcribcd 179. Their food 
182. A defeription of their language 185. Their notions of 
truth and falfchocd 192. Their grand maxim 224. The princi¬ 
pal virtues among them 225. Of their marriages 226. Of their 
education 226, 7. Of the cxercifes of their youth 227. Of their 
general aflemblv 228. A queftion debated at it abcUt extirpating 
the Yahoos 229. Have no letters 231. nor ufe f^r phyflcians 
231. Their (kill in aflronomy ib. Excel in poetry ib. Of their 
buildings 232. Of their indruments ib. Of their age and death 
ib. 233. 1 he method and fubjeCts of their converfation 236. 

How their decrees are Jiamed 239. See Guliiver, Yahoos 
.Hughe’s works, a character of x. 110. 

Humour, whether preferable to wit iv. 283, 4 

Jack, who is meant by i. 58. n. How he reformed hi" coat 108. 
His zeal no. The names beflowed upon him 112. His further 

adventures 149-159. See Brothers. Peter 

Jacobites, whether the 1 ories are tuch iii. 119, &c. Their politi¬ 
cal creed v. 349. 

James Ii. of his defigns to introduce Popery iv. 179. Courts the 
Prefbyterians ib. Of the conduCt of the church clergy toward 
him 181. Of his abdication i. 291. Sec Clergy, Pielbyteriant 
Idiotifm, thoughts on x. 319 
ignorance the mother of fuoerflition viii. 380 
Vol. X. z z 


Imp 
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Impeachments, account of the rife of ii. 114 
Inattention cenfured x. 62 

Indemnity, aft of, the uie and feafonablenefs of it iii. 55. 11 3 
Independents, of the origin of iv. 175. Of the difference between 
them and the Prefbytcrians iv. 176. See Prefbyterians 
Infidelity, for what purpose embraced viii. 379 
Infidels, their ablurd conduft ii. 10 

Informers charafterifed ix 286, 7. n. x. 163. Encouraged under 
tyrannical governments ix. 287 
Ingratitude warranted by modern and ancient cuffom x. 161 
Injured lady's ftory x. 267. An anfwer to her 274 
Infuranceotfice described i. 85 

Intelligencer, by w hom wrote iv. 280. n. x. 71. The defign of that 
paper iv. 282 

Intereft, monied and landed, of ii. 293. 

Johnfon, Mrs. See Stella 

Ireland, agriculture dif ouraged there iii. 205, 6. iv. 62. Paffuring 
of cattle promoted 63 Contemptuoully treated by their chief go¬ 
vernors iii. 213. The country-landlords expoBulated with 214. 
Of a projeft for 0 bank 215. Sh uld have f he liberty of coining 
233. By whom the chief offices ate pofleff'cd 279. The people as 
free as thofc of England 286. 330. Looked upon as favages by 
the Englifr 287. Whether a dependent kingdom 309, 10. Of 
the people’s loyalty to the King 325* The profit accruing from 
Ireland to England iv. 12, &c. Of the extinftion of faftions 
there 18, 19 How the kingdom may be improved 25, 26. A 
view of the Bate thereof in 1727. 53. The excellency of this 
piece 290. Its Bate different now 6t. n. An anfwer to a me* 
morial of its poor inhabitants 62. An account of the parties in 
Ireland 143. By whom it wa< conquered 209. The clergy in 
worfe condition than thofe of England 226, 7. Amount of the 
land-rent 227. The number of the people 238, 9. Of the houfe 
of Commons 267. The WhiggiQi genius of the Engliffi there 
accounted for ix. 296. The mifery of the kingdom x. 10, n. 
Few able to afford entertainments 90. Their clergy ffiould be pro¬ 
moted to biftioprics 177. The value of gold lowered 223. Of 
the prevalence of impiety ib. The parliament cenfured 230. Ad- 
vertifement for the honour of the kingdom *79. See Swift 

*-A propolal for the univerfal ufe of their manutafture iii. 205. 

The primer of this pamphlet profecuted 206. 22. n. A charafter 
of this piece 206. n. The parliament ffiould promote the Iriffi 
manufafture 208. The people’s bias to Euglifii commodities 212. 
Advice to them iv. 303 Their miferies deicribed 304. Of their 
great loyalty 29. See Swift 

Judgement, the day of, foretold vii. 74. The Brange effefts of this 
prophecy among the people 74, 5, &c. 

Juntos, of thofe of the Whigs iii. 23. Coalition for a time between 
them and the late miniffry 54. 

Juries, trials by, refleftions on ix. 287. n. 

Key to the Lock vi. 156. The author a Roman Catholic 157. Of 
the management of his Popifh frierds ib. By the Lock is meant 
the baraier-treaty 13S. The characters explained j 59. Of the ma¬ 
chinery 
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chinery 161. Of the epifodes 163, 4. Of the tendency of the 
poem to Popery 169. The general charge againft the author 173. 

King, Dr. Wm. his charter iv.^36. How he encouraged his clergy 
104. 

King of England. See England. That the King can do no wrong, 
how to be underflood i. 291. 

Kirk of Scotland, the high kirk iii. 64. 

Ladder an oratoral machine i. 47. What it is a fymbol of 50. 

Lady's drefling-room, a defence of that poem x. 2S6. 

Lagado town, and the country adjo ning, a defeription of v. 107. Ot 
a country-houfe there 109. Of the academy 112. The arts there¬ 
in the profeflors employ themfclves 113, &c. A lurther account 
of the academy 121. &c. See Gulliver. 

Liputa, the flying ifland, Gulliver’s voyage to v. S2. A dtfeription 
of the ifland 99. Of the humours of the inhabitants 90. The ufe 
of flappers ib. Of the King and his court 91. Of their learning 
94. Of their truildings 95. Of their faith in judicial aftrology, 
and their difpofition to news and politics ib. Subject to tear and 
inquietudes 96. An account of the women 97. Their diipofltion to 
gallantry 9S. Their improvement^ in aftronomy 102, 3. The 
King's manner of fupprefling infurre&ions 103, 4. See Gulli¬ 
ver. 

Law is a bottomiefs pit; or. The hiflory of John Bull vi. 197. 209* 
See the contents of vol. vi. 

Law and lawyers deferibed v. 202, 3, 4. 

Law fuit, the ftrange end of one x. 45. 

Laws, of the arts to elude them iii. 11 i. Our laws extremely defec¬ 
tive in many inftances in, 12, 13. 

Legion-clnb, of toe oftence taken at that poem x. 236. 

Letters, the pleafure we take in readi: g them x. 28. Several of the 
ancients wro*e their letters in order to be published x. 109. 

Liberty defined ii. 150. Of the liberty of the prefs ix. 258. In what 
that of a nation confifh i. 295. That of confluence, what it is ii. 
27. 

Life, what is definable in the decline of it ix. 355. Its laft atl a 
tragedy x. 203. How life to be regarded 207. 

Lilliput, a voyage to iv. 315. A deflription of the Emperor’s perfoa 
and habit 330. of the diverfions of the court 340. of Mild ndo, the 
metropolis 349. of the palace 35®* the inhabitants 362. of iheit 
learning, laws, and cu toms, and the manner of educating their 
children 363. etc. Of the (actions in the (late 352, 3. Ground 
of the diff.-rence between Lilliput and BlcfulcU 35 3, 4. Threat¬ 
ened with an invafion from Bletufcu 354. How the invaflon was 
prevented 335. 6. See Gulliver. 

Lions, a dream about vii. £8. 

Litcraiia fcheme of writing x 241. 

Lock, key to it vi. 156. See Key to the Lock 

L *ver, a fatire on an inconftant one x. 233. 

Luggnazg, a voyage to v. 14S. How the people addrefs their King 
150. How nobles are put to death ib. A character of the 
l.uggnaggians 152. A description of the Scruldbrugs or Jmmor- 
tms ib. etc. Sec Gulliver. 

Lunacy, 
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Lunacy, a« iflertation on x. 32 1. Whence it arifes ib. Whence fo 
called 324. Why lo epidemical in Britain and Ireland ib. How 
to be guarded again'! 325. See Madnefs. 

Lyin:, political, a difeourfe upon ii 296. The devil the father of 
lying ib. Of the improvements made in it 297. Of the birth and 
parents of political lying ib. Its mighty power 29S. A great man 
famous tor 299. Of the maxim, Truth will at lalt prevail 300. A 
propolal for pnmi >g the art of political lying vii. f. 

Madnefs, its original ufe, etc. i. 126. Reputation fome.imes owing 
to it x. 323. Coseval with mankind ib. Epidemical in Britain, 
and why 324. Antidotes againft it 325. See Lu lacy. 

Mahomet, ot his being carried to heaven on an afs i. 203. 

Man, compared to a fuit of cloaths i. 62. Ignorant of himfelfii. 
49. The reaf»ns of this ignormce ii. 53. Advantages of one's* 
being acquainted with hinlfeJf 5S. Man’s mind at firft a tabula ra¬ 
ft* v. 265. 

Marlborough, D. of, his project to continue the war ii. 163. Hts 
luppofed uneafinofs from the late revolutions at court 291. Net fo 
h trdly uf-d, as fome people reprefent him 309. etc, Manv of the 
examiners are perfonally aimed at him iii. 187. n. The Duchefs 
of MarJborougn gets a large fum cue of (^Anne’s privy purfe 316 
3 * 7 * 

Marriage, when it proves hurtful to a country iv. 256. Advice to a 
lady after ix. 11. 

Marfcilles, Bp. of, how he behaved during a plague x. 105. n, 

Marlh, Primate, his character x. 281. 

Martin, who is meant by i. 58. n. How he reformed his coat, 107, 8. 

Mafons, female free, their letter to G. Fauikner x. 32;. 

Me, ley, the unexampled impudence and malice of its author, in ab- 
ufing Mr. Harley, and the fpeakcr of ihe honfe of Commons iii. 
132. etc. The excellive ignorance and flupidity of that fcribbler 
136. The Examiner blames himfelf for having defeended to take 
notice of him and his brethren 171;. 

Memoirs ot Sciiblcrus vi. 1. of P. P. clerk of this paiifh 174. See 
Scribleru*. 

Merit, true and falfe, th** poetical genealogy and defcriction of iii 61, 

Merlin’s prophecy v. 298. A character of this piece ib. n. 

Metamorphosis of the feres, of jhat wonceriul pnajhoinenon vi. 14:. 

Miltiades, his misfortunes ii. 94. 

Milton, his character as a writer ix. 265. 

Mind, a triti.al eflay on it faculties v. 260. 

Minider, a charadt-r of a first one in Eutopcan courts v. 209. 

Minilters of date, their character ix. 293. 

Mini (try, the d.mculties which the frefenr encountered ii. 328, 
Scandaloufly abufed and libelled by the Whigs iii. 22 132, etc. 
^Vhat wee to be expected if the late miniltrv were again in power 
24, 5. The feve itv f the late minidry, and tiie lenity of the 
prefent, with relation to libels againft them 25, 6. The latter 
extremely bameable 135. The late minilters u for unately prailed 
tor the fa very qualities winch the’r admirers own they chiefly 
want 34. Present minilters have their defeats as well as virtues ; 
an account of both 35. The late mmifters not obliged to the Whigs 

for 
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for their defence of them 51. The prefent miniftry of the Queen's* 
own perfonal voluntary choice 62. The mi'erable condition into 
which the late miniftry had brought the kingdom 161. 

Mohocks, a wonderful prophecy of vii. 65. 

Money, what may be taken, and what not iii. 229. An account of 
the decreale of its value iv. 1 57. The great want of it in Iieland 
293. x. 19. 20. A maxim about having 5. A pun on x. 244. 
Moore, Mr>. a letter to h.r on the death of an amiable child x. 206. 
Mortality and decay, rehedions on itf. 355. 

Mutual fubjeftion explained ii. 15. 16. How it ought to be given 
17. 18. The advantage* of it 20, 1,2. 

My (Tries, of thofe of the Chriftian religion ii. 5. Of thofe in na¬ 
ture 8. The inutili y of railing difficulties about 11. Of thofe of 
courts v. 334. 

National debt of Ire’and, a propofol for railing a fund for paying it 

ii. 73. for an ad of parliament lor that purpofe, without taxing the 
fuljed iv. 107. 

Naturalization, general, its danger and dilhonourablenefs to the king¬ 
dom r, 347. 

Nature aoes nothing in vain v. 262. 

Nobility, the ncccifity of keeping up the refped due to their birth 
and family ir. 127. Univtrlky-cducation of noblemen greatly 
contribu.es to it ib 

Non-relilhnce and palTive obedience deferibed as charged by the Whigs 

iii. 79. as pradtifrd by the Tories 8r. 

Obfervator and Review, although contemptible wretches in them* 
lelvef, yet capable of doing mu.h mifebief among the vulgar ii. 
303. 

October club, why fo called iii. 192. n. Advice toils members ib. 
Old age, the temper pr< per for x. 30. 

O'dmixnn, a party-foribler vii. 53. n. 

Oligarchy, q!_ Anne's firft minifters fo named iii. ro6. 

Opinion, the world governed by it iv. 214. 

Orator, his machines deferibed i. 47, 8. How he obtains attention 
to his harangues 48. Demofthcnes’s opinion of his parts v. 264. 
Of the mifehief he does 265. Wherein 1. is greatcll art ccnfifts i 7 \ 
OratorJ among us, who have attempted to confound both prerogative 
and law in 1 heir fovereign’s prelcnce iii. 69. 

Ormond, D. of, of his refufing to fight the French ii. 1-64, 5 
Orpheus, the lh ry of his mulic accounted for vi, 137. 

Orrery, E. of, Commended x. 76. 8c, 7. 

Oftra il'm defined ii. 117. n. 

Oxford, E. of, his chara£Tr iii. 36. His character as a m:nifter iii. 

328. iv. 125. See Gnifcard, Harley, Swift. 

Palat ncs, thole who brought them over, enemies to the kingdom iii. 
126. 

Papifts and Popery, whether the Whigs or Tores are th^ir opened 
ei. tnie iii. 117, 8. Of the defigns of the Papifts to dcftr«y the 
Prot Ibnt religion iv. 205. Are weak at prefent 205, 6. Always 
friends rn monarchy 210. and Whig' ib. Have a title to the name 
of ProtcHants 211. Of their concuck in the grand r.beliion ib. 
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Jnwhat they agree with other dilTenters 216, 17. They offered fo 
furrender Ireland to the Duke of Lorrain 220. See Fopery. 

Parliament, the zeal of the Whigs for the late parliament and mini- 
ffry ii. 291. 1 he neccflity there was of changing both 296. 326, 7, 
The difhculties of thofe changes iii. 18. 19. The prefent par 1.- 
ment chofen entirely by the inclination of the people, without the 
influence of the court 19. The excellent chiradcr of the prefent 
parliament 88, 9. and of the prelcnt Speaker of the houfe (f 
Commons 90. The many great things done by them in their fir.t 
feffion 150, 51. 

ParnaiTus, the difference between its ancient and modern pofleflors i. 

» 7 <* 7 *. 

Partition-treaty, of it ii. 186. 

Partridge, John, the almanack maker, his death foretold v. 272. An 
account of his death 279. His vindication of himfelf after his fup- 
pofed death 283. and account of the proceedings of Mr. Bickerflaff 
againft him 284. Mr. BickerftafPs anfwer 291. 

Parts, great, expofe to envy viii. 383. 

Party; Party averfions and diftindions in mere trifles, the folly of 
them iii. 65, 6. efpecially among the women ib. The ge¬ 
nealogy of paity or fadion 66. Advice againff party-writing 
ix. 335. Of the influence and confequcnccs ot parties ii. 
126, 7. 

Paflions the gales of life x. 31. The effects of the tender paffions 32. 

Paflive obedience and non-rtfinance, as charged by the Whigs iii. 79. 
as piofcffl'd and pradifed by the Tories 81. Ot the conduct of the 
church of England clergy as to thofe doctrines i. 286. The object 
to whom paflive obedience is to be paid 287. See Government, 
Non-refiflar.ce. 

Pallors, the qualifications proper for ix. 48, 9. 

Peace, a general, who thofe aie that are averfe from ii. 292. Of the 
unreafonable and impracticable conditions imp >fed upon the French 
by the late miniftry iii. 13* Advantageous terms of peace rejeded 
ii. 223. Of the vote againff any peace without the reftitution of 
Spain ib. The neceflity of making a peace with France 235. 

People, of their natural bent and incl.ration iii. 17. The difference 
between that and a fudden popular madnefs 17. 18. The mercilul 
dilpofltion of the English populace 70. 

Pericles, hischarader and fate ii. 05. 

Peifecuiion cenfured iv. 216. The wonderful flgnificancy of the 
word 148. 

Perfons fometimes fo conncded with things that it isimpoflible to ie- 
parare them ii. 128. 

Pe»*er, who is meant by i. 58. 63. n. Of hisadions ib. Ejeds his 
mailer's heirs 72. Atfumes titles S3. His various inventions 84. 
So. His copy of a pardon ib. How hi:; projects were received 90. 
qi. Turns his brothers Martin and Jack out of doors ib. Ke- 
fufes them dtink ib. Paulms bread upon them fer flelh and wine 
91, 2, 3. Inflances of his extravagance 95. Differs with his 
brothers, and kicks them out of doors 95, 6. See Brothers. 

Peierborow, E. of, a man of gre-t wit ix. 304. A vagrant x. 37. 
Imca :er.t to foe Sw ift 144. Cured of fume mental difeafes in his 

old 
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old ag cib. His temper deferibed 145. The capricioufnefs of for¬ 
tune to him ib. How Lord Oxford’s miniltry wrote to him 146. 
His iilnels and death icS. See Pope. 

Petition of the parry writers to the late miniflry iii. 156. 

Philips, Mr. account of in. 322. 

Philofophers opinions cenfurcu v. 261. Of their pride 263. 

Phocion a complete flatefman ii. 97. 

Ph>ficians deferibed v. 207, 8. An extraordinary confutation of 
four x. 277. 

Phyfiognomill, what one pronounced of Sucrates v. 271. n. 

Pickle, univerfal, Peter's i. 86. 

Piftoridcs, his character iv. 75, 6, 7. 

Plantations, the caufe of fo many tranfmigrations thither iv. 299, 
The fnameful nrgleCl of religion in the plantations i»i. 141, 2. 

Pieafure of being abuledin company with worthy men ix. 364. 

Poets follow the court ix. 283. Their ill luccefs 3C2. 

Oolite converfation, the dcfign of that trad* ix. 59. n. How collcCled 
60, 1. This treatife complete on the fuhjeCt 62. All the wit go 
nuine and fterling 63. How this treatife may become univerfally 
ufcful 64. Th»s treatife is a treafury of ufeful knowledge ib. 
Schools propofed to he fet up for teaching it 65. This treatife to 
be u fed as a pcckct-companion 66. Old phrales preferable to the 
new 67. For whom th»s work is calculated 69. Objections a- 
gainft defeats anlwercd 7:, 2. The two r.eroes in the dialogues 
79. The firft dialogue 91. The fecond 136. The third 165. 

Political lying, propcftls for printing a difeourfe of vii. 10. See 
Lying. 

Politicians, on what occafuns they may be ufetul v. 333. 

Politics, a maxim in them not to be controlled iv. 182. Excep¬ 
tions ib. Nothing but common fenfe v. 333. What they have 
produced ib. Ever fluctuating ix. 299. 

Pc pe, Mrs. her character x. 9. 

Pope, Mr. his character ix. 259. His ch3r2Cter as a w'riter 267. A 
contrail between him and Dr. Swift 260. An uninterrupted 
friendftiip between them 161, 2. Of their feparation 163, 4. 
Pope s love and memory of Swift 281. Reproves his mi n nth ropy 
370. Regrets his departure from England 327. His warm wifhes 
to him 328. Regrets his fecond departure 341 H s high opi¬ 
nion of liulinghroke and Swift as wriicrs x 118. Withes to pa's 
his lalt days w ith Swift T26. His humorous letter on changing his 
religion ix. 273. Remarks on his Homer 280. Turns th*- calum¬ 
nies call on him into raillery 282. Of his enemies and his reli¬ 
gion 284. His intimate companions 304. The manner of his 
lire and converfation 305. x. 57. His lender conft tu'ion ix. 326, 
The various fchemes ot his friends and his own 330 Micts with 
a fad accident 334 n. A chancier of his Durui d 351. His defign 
in that poem 356. Contented with his condition x.n. Of his 
writing as a wit 23. Of the ftyle of hn letters ib. Of his part 
fnendihips 25. His thoughts of penfion and preferment 26. How 
heisaffeCled to the government ib. Of his religion ib. H:s ac¬ 
count of his mother 32. Out of conceit w ith the woild 35. His 
ailUfte of party-writings ib. Of his ailments 55. Cauiione a- 

gainft 
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painft party-fpirit in writing x.56. Of his poem on the life of riches 
76. His cure of Mr. Gay's memory and writings 77. Thinks 
often of mortality ib. Of the fate of bis writings, and thedefign 
of them 82. Cotrpjred to a hermit 85. Ot a libel againft him ib* 
His temper of mind after his mother’s death 62. His reflexions 
on the behaviour of a worthlefs man 94. Has a watch bequeath¬ 
ed to him by Lord Peterboiow 108. His plan for the 2d book of 
ethic epiftlts, and what retarded the execution *>f it 114. *1 he u- 

tilitv of his moral writings 122. His account of fom new friends 
and what fort they are 124, 5. The prefent circumftances of his 
life and his companions 126. Some paffages in his letters objeXed 
toin Ireland 130. Swift's opinion cf them *31. His key to the 
.Rape of the Lock vi. 1 56. See Key to the Lock. Ste Swift. 

•Popery, an humorous propofal for preventing the growth of ii. 63. 
•Abfurd iv. 184. Ireland not in danger fr» m ib. Whether Eng¬ 
land be in danger from ix. 51. Sec Driienters, Papift, Sacramen¬ 
tal teft. 

Pulteiicy, Prince, the talc of a tub dedicated to i. 26. How ufed 
by his governor 26. 27. 2S. The tale of a tub offered to him as 
a fpccimcn of learning, politenef% and wit 32. 

.Power, three forts of ii. 80, 1. What is m.ant by a balance of 
power 83 . Whether power is fafer lodged in many hands than 
one 85. What requifite to picferve a balance of ib. Of attempts 
to break the balance in all nations 87. Whether the lcgifiativc 
pow r cr may be refilled i. 2S7. Whether the people of a country 
have the power of altering the fuccefiion 294. See Government. 

Preachers, what perfons have been iv. 199. 

Frediflions fo» 1708 v. 267. A character of this piece ib, n. See 
Partridge. 

Prefaces, lpecimens of i. 37. 

Prerogative, the meaning of that word iii. 274. Lord Bacon's opi¬ 
nion of it 65. 

pjtfbytcrians flrft ftylcd Puritans iv. 174. afterwards Prelbyteriam 
185 Wherein they differ from Independents 175. Thefe twb 
Lets called ditfenters 177. Or their inftrumentality in reft ring 
K. Charles II. ib. Of their opp fition to K. James II. 178. 
Of their efprufing the caule of t. e Prince ot Orange l$2. Are 
enemies to monarchy 187. 190. Againil liberty of confcience 188. 
Of their opinion about the facramental teft 189. Of the difficul¬ 
ties they would meet jvith if the teft were repealed 197. Are ene¬ 
mies to the effabliftted church ix. 49. See Diflenters, Paprffs, 
Puritans, Sacrr.mental teft. 

Prefent, the miking of one requires great judgement ix. 338. 

pretender, whether moll oppofed by the Wings or Tories iii. 122, 
The great tile which the Whigs have always made of him ii. 307. 
iii. 20. There are many pretenders to the Britilh crown ii. f6i. 
Of the danger of the pretender’s getting the ciown 174. Whether 
Anne's minifter’s had any defign to bring him in v. 347. None 
dread him fo much as the Englilh Roman Catholics 348. His 
charaXer ib. See Aufle, Miniftry. 

Pride, the houfc of: the deicription of it, built like a famous modern 

ftruXure 
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ftru&ure, yet unfinifticd iii. 178. Human pride cenfured iv. 
33°. n. 

Profund, or Bathos, is the natural tafte of man, and in particular of 
the prefent age vi. 7Z. Its necefiity phyfically confideied 73. That 
there is an art in the profund 75. Of the true genius for it, and 
by what it is configured 76. Of the fcveral kinds of geniufes in 
it, and ma.ks and characters of each Si. Of the profund, when 
it confifts in the thought 84. Of it, confifting in the circumftan- 
ces; and of amplificati n and paraphrafe in general 87. Of imi- 
tat.oa, and the manner of imitating, 90. Of tri pes and figures ; 
and firft of the variegating, confounding, and reverfing figures 94. 
Of the magnifying and diminiihing figures 99. Ot expreffion, and 
the leveral forts of ftyle of the prefent age ic6 A projeft for the 
advancement of the bathos 114. How to make dedications, pane¬ 
gyrics, orfatires 117. See Siriblcrus. 

Prolocutor. See Convocation. 

Proftiturtr, common, ftory of one iv. 195. 

Public affairs, free thoughts on the prefent ftate of v. 332. 

Pulpit, an oratorial machine, i. 47. What it is a fymboi of 49. 

Punning, God’s revenge againft vii. 62. 

Purgatory defined i. 84. 

Puritans, what mifehicf they have done iv. 200. Are worfe than 
Papifts ib. See PrefbyterianS. 

Queen, the behaviour of the Whigs towards her ii. 333. Her royal 
benefa&ion to the church 347. Her numberlefs virtues iii. 141. 
See Anne. 

Queenfberry, D. of, her beauty celebrated x. 37. Her character 69. 
77. See the contents of vol. x. 

Quika, its blunders, deficiencies, Arc. x» 316. 

Raillery, how received in Athens and England i 41. 

Rape of the Lock, the dangerous tendency of that poem to govern¬ 
ment and religion vi 156 See Key to the Lock. 

Reafon not to be too much relied on in religion ii. 10. if. 

Reafor.s againft the bill fur viewing drugs vii. 15. 

Recorder, the qualifications of one iv. 271. 

Refo»ma'.ion, how embraced in England iv. 215. 

Reformation of manners, how to be brought abour x. 29. 30. 

Religion, a project tor the advancement of i. 242. Chara£lers of 
this piece ib. n. The low ftate of religion in England 24^- In 
the power of the prince to bring it into credit 24$. Gf the influence 
of example ib. Of reforming the army 251. the univerl.tics ^53. 
the inns of court ib. Of the behaviour of the clergy 254. Of 
the juftices of peace 257. Of the fiage ib. The neccffi.y of a re¬ 
formation 259. Of a reformation in London 262. Of the gene¬ 
ral prevalence of fraud 263. Of the penury of churches 264. Sen¬ 
timents of a Church of England man concerning religion i. 268. 
Characters of this piece ib. n. His fen iments as to epifcopacy 272. 
rites and ceremonies, See. 273. toleration 274. the clergy 277. 
fchifm 2S0. Too much ftrefs not to b p laid on realon in religious 
matters ii. 10. 11. Tiie wifties of men that religion wcic not 
true, a proof of its truth ib. When a rcormation ought to be made 
in religion iv, 193. Whrt teachers at it ouftit to be maintained 
Vol. X. 3 A * 
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at the public charge iv. 194. Religion fhamefully ncgle£tcd in the 
plantations iii. 141. 2. 

Republican politics infinitely di(honourable and mifehievous to th s 
kingdom ii. 344. The poornefs and narrownefs of fpirit which is 
joined with them 346. 

Refinance, whether lawful i. 287. See Government, Power. 

R.tiremcnt and exercifj, thoughts on x. 34. 

Review. See Obfervator 

Revolution, the nature of a thorough one ii. 34C. Of revoluticn- 
principles iii. i, 2. The Whig maxim concerning revolutions it. 
Of the late revolution, and the abdication of James II. i. 291. 2. 

Reynard the fox, of the hi dory of i. 54. 

Right, hereditary, preferable toelerttoni. 289. Of a kingdom being 
a prince's birthright 290. R'ght may be transferred by the leg.fla- 
tive power 291. Thote who, inonc lenfe, affirm the Queen 6 light 
to be indefe.Tible, are guilty ot no crime ii. 30$. 

Robber, a pifhire of the lite of one iv. 276, 7. 

Rochefter, E. of, his character iii. 35. Behaved himfelf. in K. 
James II.’s time, at lead as well a^ the Earl ot Godolphin 51 
Some particulars of his character 130. 

Rome, account of the di(Tendons between the patricians and plebei¬ 
ans ii. roo—114. Of he power ot the Commons under the kings 
ici, 2. under the confuh 103, 4. Or the practices of the Grac¬ 
chi 109. Of thofe of Marius, S ; l!a, Pompey, and Ca;iar 110. 

Rotundos, what x. 242. n. 

Rundle, Dr his character x. 107. 

Sacheverel, Dr. the good conferences of his impeachment iii. 17. 
The pious defign of thofe who impeached him tor the good of the 
church 7. The hopes of ti c Whigs and Fanatics from it 50. 

Sacratnen’al ted, the defign of the Whigs to aboli(h it, and how that 
hopeful project mifearried iii. 5. The diilenters arguments for 
getting it re ealed in Ireland iv. 138. Anfvvered 139. The great 
obj.ifhon againd repealing it 140. That the repeal would bring 
the Scots into Ireland ib. Introduce diflenters into all offices and 
pices 141. The body of the nation agair.d the repeal 144. An- 
fwer to 1 he a'guments offered to (hew ti e advantages of it 145, 

&c.-The prelbvterians plea of merit for taking the tettoff’eor.- 

fidered 172. Of thvir indrumentahty in the redoration of IC. 
Charles II. 178. Of their feivices againd the dangerous defigns 
of K. |anrKS II‘. 177. Of their behavi- ur on rumours of inva- 
fions by the p-etender 182. The vanity of their applications to get 
the te't a! olilhvd 186. Whether toe left be a ptoiiitution of the 
facraraent iSy. The advantages propofed by repealing the ted, 
considered 192. The nojeffc inconfilknt 194. That it wou.d 
open a way to all diffenters to get into offices and places ib. 
Would occafiou a druggie between thofe . f the edablifhed church 
and the Preibyterians 196. What difficulties 'he latter would meet 
with 197. Of the diflinters being difabled to receive church 

preferments 199-Queries rclatit g to the ted 202.-Reafons 

for repealing it in favour of the Ca'.holics 209. See Papids. See 
Preibyterians 

Sacrilege 
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Sacrilege, how accounted of in the church of Rome ix. 34 
St. John, Mr. his excellent charafter iii, 37. See Bolingbroke 
Satchels, the fable of the two v. 263. n. 

Satire better received than panegyric i. 41. 

Satirifls, howth:y tre t the w .rld i. 167 

Savoy, D. of, chimed the Englifh crown ii. 161. What he gained 
by the war 172 

Schifmatics, who are fuch i. 281 

Sciences and arts, from whom firft deiived vi. 134. How philofo- 
phers propagated them through different nations 135 
Scots nobility, of their number, poverty, &c. ii. 156 
.Scottilh kirk againftliberty of confcience tv. 218 
Scriblcrus, Martinus, his perfon and drefs described vi, 1. Of his 
father 6. Of his mother 7. How he was begot 8. The care 
taken of him before he was born 9. What prodigies attended his 
birth 10. His father’s lpeech over him at the hour of his birth 
13. What bcfel the fn and his ftueld, on the day of thcchriften- 
ing 15. Of his fusion and nutrition in his infancy 18. Of the 
hrft rudiments of his learning 21. His father's diflertation on 
plav-things 23. In what excrcifes.he was educated 27. &c. How 
he became a great critic 47. Of his uncommon practice of 
phyfc, and how he applied himfelf to the difeafes of the mind 48. 
His prefeription for the cafe of a young nobleman at court 52. How 
he endeavoured to find out the feat of the foul, and of his corre- 
fpondence with Freethinkers 56. Of his feceflion, and lome 
hint of his travels 62. Of his difeoverics and works 63. 

- His treatife on the profund, or art ot finking in poetry 69. See 

Profund 

-His j fprcinxn caJUgaiionurr. in JJLncidcm vi, 1 28. 

- His annul mirabi/is vi. 145. 

- Specimen of his reports vi. 152 

Secrets, political, of v. 334. Whether a reputation of fecrecy be 
of any advan age to a miniffer 337 
Se£ts, for what real'on tolerated i. 274 
Self-love, the motiveof human afhons x. 255 
Seneca's charaffer ix. 32$ 

S-nfitive beings, inattention to their felicity reproved v. 7 n. 

Servants, direct ns to ix. 178. to the butler 190. t> the cook 20T. 
to the footman 209. to the coalman 223. to the groom 224. to 
ftewards 230. to the porter 231. to the chambermaid 1/-. to the 
waiting maid 236. to the houfe maid 24°* 10 dairy-maid 243* 
to the childrens rr.aid 2/4, to the ntirie ib. to the laundrefs 245. 
to the houfe-keeper ib. to the tutorels or governcis 246. The du¬ 
ty of fervants at inns 247. . _ . 

Sheridan, Dr. his charadhr, x. 241. n. Beneficed by Lord Carte¬ 
ret, and made his chaplain iv. 83, 4. H' W he loft his chaplam- 
ry x. 180. Direftcd how to behave on his preferment x. 173, Of 
his tranflalion of Petfius 197. Had the cacMbei fcribtndi x 41. n. 
TIi<. addrefsro Apollo 242. n. See Swift 
Shrewsbury, D. of, his etiaratfer iii. 36 
Sidney, Algernon, his character as a writer ix. 265 
Slavery in wbat it confifts* iii. 312 
3 


Soldiery 
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Soldiers, their proper province, and the nature of their office ii. 337. 
&c. Charon's fpeech to one when wafting h.m over Styx 344. 
Their zeal tor the late miniflry, and their good reafon for it iii. 10. 
Sc c. No foldiers fo ill difciolined as the Britifh, and why i. 251. 
Of the vicesptevalent among them ib. How they may be reform¬ 
ed ib. Of their pernicious example ix. 5. 

Sommers, Lord, the Tale^of a Tuo dedicated to i. 19. His charac¬ 
ter 18. iii. 116 

Spirit, a difeourfe concerning its mechanical operation i. 201 

Sprat, Bp. his character as a writer ix. 265 

Stage, a projeft for the aJv nccment ofit vi. 123 

Stage itinernnr, an oratorial machine i.48. What it is a fymbol 
of 50 

State, evidences of the approaching ruin of one ii. 120, 21 

Stella. See Swift’s life ptefixed to vol. 1. A further account of her 
character, marriage, death, &x. x. 2^4. 251,2. Her Bons Mots 256. 
Praye*s made for her in her laft fcknefs 251,254. Anecdotes rela¬ 
ting to her and Dr. Swift 332. See Swift 

Stockjobber?, their practices in 1720 v:i. 59 

Stopford, Mr. promoted by Lord Carteret iv. 85. His character 

ix. 339 

Stuldbrugs or imm rtals deferibed v. 152—162. See Gulliver 

Stupidity, of what ufe x. 30, 1 

Swift. Sje account of his family ana life prefixed to vol. 1. A 
cri icifm on his profe writings i. 20. on his poetical pieces vii. 
107. on his letters ix. 258. 

_-How Dr. Swift behaved at a Lord Mayor’s feaft ix. 261. His 

character as a w riter 264. Preferable to other Englifh writers 266. 
Remarks on his letters 268. Had too much w it 276. Conjectures 
about his retirement after the Qtr.cn’s death 278. His concern at 
the violence of party 280. His manner of living and fiiuation in 
Ireland 281. 312. 357. x. 5.21. Hi? apology for his condudl and 
writings after Q^Anne's death ix.286. His political principles 
288. n. Was a ;hampion for Ireland 287, 8. n. On what 
Iris political principles are founded 288. n. Of his retirement 
after the Queen's death 289, 90. Of his hiftory of the four laft 
years of Queen Anne 2S9. x. 140. Of his endeavours to reconcile 
the minitlry ix. 293. x. 140, I. Was an advocate for the Whigs 
ix.294, 5. Ch fe his friends by their merit 295. Unjufllvattack¬ 
ed by the Wtiigs ib. Again!! a Popiffi fuccellor 296. How af- 
fedled to the revolution 297. Agair.ff (landing armies ib. For an¬ 
nual parliaments ib. Again!! a monied intere<t in oppofrtion to 
the landed 298. His opinion of fufpending laws ib. C ndemn- 
cd to Ireland 300. How he reconciled himfclf to it 301. How 
his memory is revered in England 303. His notions of retirement 
316. of friendfhip 311. Prepates his travels for the prefs 314. 
His fcheme of mifanthtopy 315. His mifanthropy obliquely re¬ 
proved 320. A further account cf his mifanthropy 323. Affifts 
in degrading a perfon who coupled beggars 337. His character of 
his poems 339. Pleafed with his mifcellany 340. Advice given 
him in the manner of Montaigne 352. Defpifes the world 354. 
Looks upon Boiingbroke, Pope, and himfelf, as a peculiar trium¬ 
virate 
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virateix. 358. The vaufe of his patriotifm ib . Wrote notes on the 
Dunciad 361. His red Oions on that poem 362. How he (pent 
his time at Sir A Achefon’s 365. Thought often of death x. 2• 
17, 85. In love with la bagatelle x. 2. Irifh trafh charge^ on 

h. m ib. The (lory of a wall he built 3. His notion of ceconomy 
4. His fentimentsof the times 5. Of his love of fame and dil- 
tinttion 7. His triendfhip and love for Mr. Pope ib. Accounts of 
his giddinefs 8,45. Qf his drawing charafters 12. Cenlured for 
his writings 50, 1. n. Of the verfes on his death 52. Of his writing 
fables 60. Of his writing the Intelligencer 71. Of fome pieces 
pubhfhed as his 72. Laments Mr. Gay’s death 75, 81. See Gay. 
Dil'claims the poem called The life and character of Dr. Swift 84, 
87, 97. How the Irifh edition of his works was printed 87 Condoles 
Mrs. Pope's death 89. Or the pleasures of his convcrfation 102 La¬ 
ments the death of Dr. Arbuthnot and Mr. Gay 104. Of the of¬ 
fence taken at his and Pope's writings 106. Of his charities 109. 
Of his popularity in Ireland 111. Inveighs ag .inft corrupti<m ib. 
Complains of being foi Taken by his female friends 113. Defires 
to be mentioned in Pope's ethic epiftles 17. His hign opinion of 
Lord Bolingbroke 132. The grounds of his quarrel with Sir Wil¬ 
liam Temple 135. His regard to the Earl of Oxford 140, 3. 
Diftinguifhes between his Lordfhip’s public and private character ib. 
Thedetign of his hiftory 143 Of his agenting the caufe of the 
Irifh clergy 153—161. Or the correfpondence be ween him and 
the Archbifhop of Dublin 161, 2, 3. Zealous aeainft the Pre¬ 
tender 164. Recommends Irilh clergy to preferment 178. How 
far he was obliged to Sir William Temple 186 His behaviour up¬ 
on hearing of Stella’s illneis 189. 201, 2. Was the caufe of writing 
the Dunciad 213. His fentiments of courtihip and marriage 247, 8, 9. 
His prayers f r Stella in her laft ficknefs 251,4. His Lft will 303. 
The will drawn up in his peculiar manner ib. n. Remarks on his 
monumental inscription 304, n. Real’on of his acquaintance w ith 
Worral 312. n. Accounts of the melancholy condition of hi< mind 
and undemanding 315—319 of his ficknefs and death 319, 20. 
of his legacies 321. Of a monument erected to his memory 
329. —Of the indelicacy in his writings vii. 111. n. viii. 143. 179. 
182 n. As a poet compared with Horace vii. 119. Was a cic.ic 
admirer of Anftotle v. 140, 1. n. His mifanthrepy intolerable 167. 
n. His voyage to the Houyhnhnms an infult upon mankind 169. 
n. Several of his writings cenfurcd ix. 179. Anecdotes relating 
to him and Stella x. 332. 

Swift, Mr. Deane, his character x. 137 
Tacking, the word explained ii. 88 n. 

Tale of a Tub, a fatire on the corruptions in religion and learning 

i. 2. No opinion in it contrary to religion and morality 2, 3. Ce¬ 
lebrates the church of England ib. An irony runs through it 6. 
Wrote only for men of wit and tarte 15. How it came to be pub- 
lifhed 24. Various cenfures paflcd upon it 44 n. No intended in- 
nfult againft chriftianity ib. 

Talents, the misfortune attending great ones x. 18 

Temperance commended ix. 339 

Temple, Sir William, his charter as a writer ix. 266 


Theatres, 
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Theatre?, a refinement in their contrivance and ftrufture i. 49 
T u rn .meter, ecclefiafiic, its defeription and ufe ii. 67 
Thompfon, Ed n ard, wrote in defence of a general excife iv. 26* 
Thoughts on ■ ar ous fubjefts v. 356. vi. 184. *. 259 
Three a myftic 1 number i 46 

Tiberius Emperor, how he received the Trojans compliments or 
condolance ix. 351 
Tiilotfon, Bifhop h:s ftyle ix. 363 

Ti h°s, rhe difficulty of get*.ng pi.mentof iv. 224, 237. Iiow dii- 
pofed of at the reform ition ix. 34 

Toleration, how far to be admitted i. 274 Of that among the Dutch 
2Isot a precedent for England ib. Of th t of the diflenters 
\n Enel *nd iv. 150 A toleration given to I he difienters wr.cn they 
arc -ut of power, and denied by them when in power lii. 63 
Tern Thumb, of the h|ftory of. 54 

Tories, their principles with :efpcO to government 111. 96, 7. with 
refpect to the church fufficientlv known ib. 1 he original progrefs, 
and various application of thofe fantattical cant words and 

Tory, and the ferifsin which they are ufed by the Examiner 143 
&*c. Of their con^.utfl at the revolution ix. 31 
Traulos, his character iv. 77 

Travellers who fwerve from the truth, cenfured v. 252, 3 
Trinitv, the doftrine of it explained ii. 2. W en 1 he word perfm 
was introduced for explaining ii ib. The difficulty of explaining 
this mvfiery 5. The difficulty no argument for rejetft.ng it ib . 
Th enemies of the Trinity proceed on a miftake 11 
Un on, of feveral ‘ttempts to bring abou that of England and Scot¬ 
land ii. 154, 5. The caufe of that union i£. Of a project to 
difT’lve u ib. A dory of a certain national one 336 
Uiverfit. s, of promoting r formation in them i. 253 
Vanhomrigh Mrs. particulars about her vii. 124—131 n. 

Ver r s, his characV r and impeachment ii. .320—323. Twofold, an¬ 
cient and modern 320. iii. 3 

Virtue, a firm oundation for it in a confcience directed by religion 
ii. 31. Whether virtue or vice prevail equally at all times x. 6 
Vntcs, a pa er of Wh ggi'h ones iii. 26, 7 

"Walpole. SrR. his cnarafter x. 193. Whether he was a friend to 
Wood’s halfpence iii. 290, 91. 327, 8 
War, itsdefeent and caufesi. 168, 9. The caufes of it among the 

princes of Europe V. 19$.-The motives to it ii. 181,2. When 

to be changed in'o peace ib. Confederate war, w hat ib. Caufe of 
that ith France >n K. William’s time 185. Or that in Anne's 
time 1S7, 8. Th-. views of the feveral confederates ; n the latter 
ib. 189. Of tuofe ir» England ib. Of the Engliffi engaging in it ns 
principals 192 See. Of their method of conducing it, 196, See • 
Of the behaviour of the allies in >t 202 &c. The caufes of the 
continuance of the war 220, Sec. The impoffibility of continuing 
it 234, &c. O r prodigious fuccefTes in it, and the little ufe we 
have made of rh<-m i i. 12, 13. The care of the late miniftry to 
prolong it 14. See Britain, England, Peace 
Wcfley. Mr. h;s ch.-rafter, and of nis difiertations on Job x. 27 
Wharton, D. of, an ir.dance of his profaaenefs ii. 32a 

Whigs, 
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Whigs, their public fpirit fer forth ii. 131. Their zeal for the Queen 
33 3, 4* for their country 52, 3. iii. 93. for the church, ii 344. i;j. 
122. for the univerfittes ii. 333. for thechriftian religion iii. 26. iii. 
94. 100. 101. 117. The.r flail .n arithmetic ii. 334. The ltrange 
medley which their party lscomoufed of iii. 53. Their impujence, 
infolencc, and ingrat ude to the Queen ii. 333. The niftorv of their 
rife in her reign iii. 55. The clolentls or their cabals, now they are 
out of power, and th.ir mifehievous and defperate defigm 59, 60. 
Are no. properly a national party, bu a little inconCderabl undone 
faction 92. A fummary account ot th m 118. Who are reckoned 
Whigs in Ircl.na iv*. 143. j66 , 7. Who a e accounted luch ix. 
31. Thofei' England and Ireland different ix.293 

Wnimficals, of a par y foe ailed v. 339 

Whifton, Mr predicts the day of judgement vii. 74. What ftrange 
efteds the ptcdic‘i n produced 75, 6 cc. 

Whi.filed, Lord Chief Juftice, his char-£ter iv. 57, S. ix. 236, 90. 
Iiis conduft as to a jury ib. 

Whores, comm n, a g eat nuifancc iv. 276. See Prolfitute 

Wine, its piopertics v. 207 

Wi.'dom, to wha. compared i. 52 

Wit, from ^hat it proceeds vii. 47. 

Women, the importance of cultivating their minds ix. it. Of their 
uli. g a madeft behaviour after marriage 12. Of Shewing fondnefs 
to tneir nufban-ls before company ib. Ot th ir affefted unealinefs 
when their hulb-inds arc abroad 13. Of their palfion for fine 
cloat.is ib. Of th ir cteanlin fs ib. Of the ir c nice of company 
14. Of vifuing ib. Of Ice ping a favouri c waiting maid 15. Of 
preferving the cfleem of their hufbands ib. Ot tjfie feparatc com¬ 
panies of men and women 17 Of omen s frequenting the com¬ 
pany of men 18. Or earned women 19. Of the cowardice inci¬ 
dent to them 20. Oi fuen as are cenfuiious ib. Of their cxpcnccs 
21 

Wonderful wond:r of wonders v 303 

Wonder : all wonders v. 309 . 

Wood Wm. gets a patent for coining halfpence for Ireland iii. 217, 
19. Wncther his patent was" clandcftioely btained 256. Thcfe 
halfpence of bafe metal 211. How he got the p itent ib. His naif- 
pence cainotbe current without lofs 223. Thtir weight 224. 
May be counterfeited ib. The miferics that will follow upon re¬ 
ceiving them 225, 6 The people not obliged to take th-m 226. 
Opinions of lawyers upon t hi - point 226, 7. A warning agnail 
thef- halfpence .29, 30. W ether copper-coin is farce 232, 3. 
An allay made of Wood’s • alfpence 234, 5. His propolais a. out 
them ib. Ano her propofal as to taking iri h manufactures 237. 
The nation again.’ them 239, 40. A form of an idvert.foment a- 
gainft tnem 242, 3. Obfervations on the report of he Engliih 
privy council aoout his halfpence 245. Wood s cuara£ter 247. 
His halfpence of different f rts 251. Of the former halfpence of 
Iioland 252 3. Whether refufing them be a difputing the K . g’s 
prerogative 275. Oppofed by all ranks 282. Whether the oppuli- 
tion t • them tends to fhake off the nation's depenJence on l.r.g- 
land 283. Wocd promotes his project by lies 287, 8. An account 
2 of 
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of the proceflion at his execution iv. 37. Considerations on t* C 
attempts to pafs his brafs money 43. See Drapier. 

Wornr, a remedy againft i. 84 

Worral Mr. John, hi charter, x. 312, n. 

Wotton, Wm. deferibed i. 187. Aflirted by his mother Criticirm 
ib, Killed by Boyle 199 

Writers bad, encouraged x. 68 

Writings, philofophical and m ral, of their nature x. 103 

Xerxes, of his madnefs in ialhing the lea v. 264, n. 

Yahoos, a ftrange fort of animal, deferibed v. 173, 180, 1, Of thetr 
diflenfions 215. Fond of certain fhining ftones2i6. Of ihe:r 
food 217. Or their rulers 218. Have their females in common 
ib. Are a nafh race 219. Of their fits of the fplcen 220. Or 
their gallantries ib. Imperious to ftra gers ib. Very nimble 222. 
Unteachable How they arc employed 223. A tradition as to 
their firft fettling in the country of the Houyhnhnms 228, 29. See 
Cul ivcr, Houyhnhnms 

Years, increafe of, its effects x, 118, Oblervations on fcveral 217, 


The End of the Tenth Volume-. 
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